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Study 2 

PSALM 2 

1. Psalm 2:1–3 describes how the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain. 
What exactly are they plotting, and what is their ultimate goal? 
 
The people and rulers are plotting to overthrow the authority of the Lord 
and His Anointed One. Their goal is to reject God’s rule over them, seeing it 
as bondage: “Let us break their chains and throw off their shackles.” This 
is not merely political rebellion between nations, but a spiritual defiance of 
God’s chosen King.  
 
The New Testament interprets this rebellion as fulfilled when Jesus (the 
true Anointed One) was opposed by both Jewish and Gentile rulers (Acts 
4:25–27). 
 

2. In the previous study, we saw that the blessed man "meditates" on God's 
word day and night. The Hebrew word used there ("haga") is the same 
word used in Psalm 2:1 to describe how the nations "plot" / “devising” in 
vain. How are these two uses of the same word similar or different? 
 
In Psalm 1, "haga" refers to meditative delight and focused reflection of 
God's law. It is focused reflection that shapes the life of the righteous. 
 
In Psalm 2:1, the same word is used negatively. The nations "plot" in vain, 
meaning they are engaged in deliberate, rebellious scheming against 
God's authority. It still involves focused thought, but the object is rebellion 
instead of reverence. 
 
The similarity is in the intensity of the inner reflection. In both cases, the 
heart is actively dwelling on something. 
 
The key difference is what the person is focused on. One is submitted to 
God and shaped by His word. The other is defiant, resisting God's rule. 
 

3. Reflection Question. What do you find yourself dwelling on most often 
throughout the day? What shapes your thoughts, emotions, and direction 
in life? 
 
 
 
 
 



4. Psalm 2:4 describes how God laughs and holds the rebellious in derision. 
Why does God respond this way? 

God laughs at the rebellious rulers to show how utterly futile and foolish 
their attempts are to oppose Him. This is not laughter of amusement, but 
of sovereign mockery, a declaration that human pride is absurd in light of 
His power. 

The rulers imagine they can overthrow God’s Anointed, but God is 
enthroned in heaven, far above any earthly threat. His laughter reveals His 
complete control and unshaken authority, and that mankind’s rebellion is 
meaningless compared to His eternal rule. The verse reminds us that God 
is not threatened by human schemes and that resistance against Him only 
leads to judgment. 

5. Verses 5-6 show that God responds to the nations not just with laughter, 
but with fury and wrath. What does this reveal about God's attributes? 

Verses 5-6 show that God is holy and just, and that His wrath reflects His 
commitment to justice and His divine sovereignty in the face of human sin 
and rebellion. It reveals that God is not passive or absent when confronted 
with defiance, but rather He responds with righteous anger. His answer to 
rebellion is not compromise, but the firm declaration that He has installed 
His chosen King to rule, affirming that His purposes will stand despite 
human opposition. 

6. From verses 5-6, the tone shifted from fury; to verse 7 where He 
declares, "You are my Son." What does this transition show us about how 
God deals with rebellion? 

This shift shows that God’s ultimate response to rebellion is not just wrath 
but the establishment of His King. His judgment leads to the unveiling of 
His greater plan - the enthronement of the Son.  

Rather than respond with destruction alone, God answers with a decree. 
He installs His Anointed One as the rightful ruler.  

7. In verse 7, God says, "You are my Son; today I have begotten you." How 
have different theological traditions understood this verse in relation to 
Jesus’ identity, and how does the New Testament interpret it? 

Psalm 2:7 says, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you.” Different 
traditions have understood this in various ways. Some thought it meant 
Jesus became divine at a specific point - like His birth or resurrection, but 
Scripture teaches that Jesus is the eternal Son of God, not created but 
always existing in relationship with the Father. 



“Begotten” isn’t about when Jesus came into being, but about His unique 
status and authority as God’s Son and King. It’s a declaration of His divine 
sonship and His kingship. 

The New Testament helps us to understand this more clearly:- 

● In Acts 13:33, Paul quotes Psalm 2:7 to show that Jesus’ resurrection 
publicly declared Him to be the Son,  not because He became the Son 
at that point, but because His identity was vindicated and revealed. 

● Hebrews 1:5 and Hebrews 5:5 also quote this verse to emphasize 
Christ’s superiority over angels and His divinely appointed role as High 
Priest, not to suggest a change in His nature. 

● John 1:1 and Colossians 1:15–17 affirm that Jesus is eternal, co-equal 
with God, and was present at creation. 

So, Psalm 2:7 ultimately speaks of God publicly declaring the Son’s divine 
authority, not creating Him. It points to the unique relationship between 
the Father and the Son, and anticipates the full revelation of Jesus as the 
Christ. 

8. Psalm 2:8 says, “Ask me, and I will make the nations your inheritance.” 
Should this be understood as a direct promise to Christians today that if 
they ask, God will give them possession of the nations? 

This promise is not made to individual believers but to the Messiah, God's 
Son. It speaks of the universal authority and reign given to Christ. While 
Christians are not promised possession of nations, they are called to 
participate in Christ’s mission to bring the gospel to all peoples. The verse 
reminds us of the global scope of Jesus' kingship and the certainty that 
His reign will extend to the ends of the earth. 

9. In verses 8–9, God says to His Son, “Ask me, and I will make the nations 
your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession. You will break 
them with a rod of iron; you will dash them to pieces like pottery.” What 
does this reveal about the scope and nature of the Son’s authority? 

In ancient Near Eastern customs, it was common to have pottery jars or 
vases labeled with the names of cities such as Jerusalem, Samaria, or 
Babylon. When rebellion or conquest arose, the Pharaoh would 
symbolically smash these pots to demonstrate his complete authority over 
those nations. 

Similarly, the imagery in Psalm 2 shows Jesus as the sovereign King who 
holds ultimate authority over all the nations. The “rod of iron” symbolizes 
His unbreakable power to rule, and “dashing like pottery” shows how 
fragile and powerless all opposition is against His rule. This passage 
reveals that the Son’s authority is absolute and worldwide. He will bring 
justice and crush rebellion with sovereign strength. 



10. In Acts 4:29-31, the disciples proclaimed Psalms 2:1 and asked God to 
enable the disciples to speak His words with boldness. How did the 
disciples find the courage to continue sharing the faith? 

In Acts 4:29-31, the disciples pray for boldness amid opposition, and God 
answers by filling them with the Holy Spirit, empowering them to witness 
courageously. Their boldness flows from the Spirit’s presence and the 
assurance that God’s sovereign rule, described in Psalm 2, remains 
unshaken. Revelation 2:26-29 builds on this by promising that those who 
remain faithful will share Christ’s authority over the nations, ruling with the 
“rod of iron” mentioned in Psalm 2:8-9. This future hope encourages 
perseverance and faithfulness amid trials. 

11. In Psalm 2:10, the Scripture warns us to be wise, to take refuge in God. 
How does one take refuge in the Son? 

Service: We serve God with reverence and awe, not out of mere obligation 
or legalism, but as a grateful response to His love and grace. Our service 
flows from gratitude, not guilt. 

Rejoice: Our joy is found in glorifying God, not merely in favorable 
circumstances. We learn to rejoice even in hardships because our ultimate 
hope and joy rest in Christ. 

Submission and Repentance: True repentance comes from recognizing 
our sin against God, not just fear of consequences. We submit to God’s 
authority because we have experienced His forgiveness through Christ’s 
sacrifice, which frees us to live in humble obedience. 

 

Takeaway 
 

Psalm 2 reminds us that human rebellion against God’s rule is ultimately 
futile, because God alone is sovereign over all nations. Despite opposition, 
God has established His Son, Jesus Christ, as the eternal King with 
absolute authority. As believers, we are called to respond wisely by 
trusting in Christ, serving Him with gratitude, rejoicing in His reign, and 
submitting to His lordship. Taking refuge in the Son brings security amid 
life’s challenges, knowing that His kingdom will never be shaken. 

 


