
Study 12 

Praying our Worship

Psalm 95



WORSHIP

1. The Expression of Worship

2. The Reasons for Worship

3. The Challenge of Worship



CLOSER LOOK

Psalms 95:1-5 (ESV) Oh come, let us sing to the 

Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 

salvation!

2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 

let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of 

praise!



GOD GIVEN 
RESPONSE TO 
GOD

Exodus 15:1 (ESV) Then 

Moses and the people of 

Israel sang this song to 

the LORD, saying,

“I will sing to the LORD, 

for he has triumphed 

gloriously;

the horse and his rider he 

has thrown into the sea.



Ancient Levites 

worship with 

music



SPIRIT FILLED ACTIVITY

Ephesians 5:18-19 (ESV) And do not get 

drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, 

but be filled with the Spirit, 19 addressing 

one another in psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, singing and making 

melody to the Lord with your heart



Express emotions as well as alter them

Enjoyable way to give back to God

Re-focus on God 

Communicate theological truth

Worship in heaven Rev 4-5



WHAT IS WORSHIP

“It is the act of ascribing ultimate value to 

something in a way that energises and engages 

every aspect of your being “

Tim Keller

“God is most glorified in you when you are most 

satisfied in him”

John Piper



CS LEWIS

I think we delight to praise what 

we enjoy because the praise not 

merely expresses but completes 

the enjoyment... the delight is 

incomplete till it is expressed 



COMING INTO HIS PRESENCE

Psalms 95:1-5 (ESV) Oh come, let us sing to the 

Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 

salvation!

2 Let us come into his presence with 

thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him 

with songs of praise!

Isn’t God everywhere? 

Isn’ He in us?





COVENANTAL INTERACTION WITH GOD

God
He speaks to us 

by His word

His Spirit

Us
We respond

Prayer

Songs

Noise

Thanksgiving



PRAISE AND WORSHIP EVENING 

come and enjoy the 

evening...the Group will 

lead us right into the 

throne room of God...”Problem? 



Emotion

Interpretation of 

spiritual realities

I am in the presence 

of God

Feel good about 

the music

The presence of 

God is 

determined by 

the feelings 

generated

Music



PRESENCE OF GOD?

Present Absent?





THE PRESENCE OF GOD= FAITH IN JESUS 

Hebrews 10:19-22 (ESV) Therefore, brothers, since 

we have confidence to enter the holy places by the 

blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he 

opened for us through the curtain, that is, through 

his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over 

the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true 

heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts 

sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our 

bodies washed with pure water



THE FOCUS IS ON CORPORATE PARTICIPATION

Psalms 95:1-5 (ESV) Oh come, let us sing to the 

Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 

salvation!

2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 

let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of 

praise!

Not worship at home alone



Ron Steven
David

Brings out Silly 

Cracking jokes

Reckless behavior



CORPORATE WORSHIP

Ephesians 3:16-19 (ESV) he may grant you to be strengthened 

with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that 

Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being 

rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have strength to 

comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth 

and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of 

Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with 

all the fullness of God.



THE FOCUS IS ON JOY

Psalms 95:1-5 (ESV) Oh come, let us sing to the 

Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 

salvation!

2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 

let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of 

praise!



JOHN PIPER

“Truth without emotion 

produces dead orthodoxy 

and a church full of artificial 

admirers… On the other 

hand, emotion without truth 

produces empty frenzy and 

cultivates shallow people 

who refuse the discipline of 

rigorous thought. 

But true worship comes 

from people who are 

deeply emotional and 

who love deep and 

sound doctrine. Strong 

affections for God rooted 

in truth are the bone and 

marrow of Biblical 

worship.”



QUIET EXPRESSION

Psalms 95:6 Oh 

come, let us 

worship and 

bow down;

let us kneel 

before the LORD, 

our Maker!



HILLSONG   FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH



WORSHIP

1. The Expression of Worship

2. The Reasons for Worship

3. The Challenge of Worship



THE REASONS

His Greatness His Grace



THE GREATNESS OF GOD

Psalms 95 3 For the LORD is a great God, and 

a great King above all gods.

4 In his hand are the depths of the earth; the 

heights of the mountains are his also. 

5 The sea is his, for he made it,and his hands 

formed the dry land. 







depths of the 

earth

heights of the 

mountains

The sea dry land.MERISM





UNDER HIS CONTROL

Nothing is independent of Him



SENSE OF AWE

• Sense of God’s greatness

• Experiencing the 

greatness of God

• The insignificance of you



SENSE OF AWE

Ascribe glory to someone



•Reality of awe is the pervasive tone of 

your life

•Dominant tone of your life

•Experience the people and world

•Presence and power of God



HIS GRACE

Psalms 95:1-5 (ESV) Oh come, let us sing 

to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to 

the rock of our salvation!

2 Let us come into his presence with 

thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise 

to him with songs of praise!



GODS GRACE FOR HIS PEOPLE

6. Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 

let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!

7 For he is our God, and we are the people 

of his pasture,

and the sheep of his hand.

Not only is He great but He is your God

Existential reality of this is your God

Those who really worship Him are those convinced

 they are His people



OLD TESTAMENT PEOPLE
SALVATION EVENT

Exodus 20:1-2 (ESV) And God 

spoke all these words, saying,

2 “I am the LORD your God, who 

brought you out of the land of 

Egypt, out of the house of slavery.



OLD TESTAMENT PEOPLE
CONSEQUENCE

Exodus 19:5-6 (ESV) my treasured 

possession among all peoples, for 

all the earth is mine; 6 and you 

shall be to me a kingdom of 

priests and a holy nation.



NEW TESTAMENT PEOPLE

Galatians 2:20 (ESV) I have been crucified 

with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 

Christ who lives in me. And the life I now 

live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 

God, who loved me and gave himself for 

me

DISPOSITION OF LOVE



WHAT IS WORSHIP

It is the act of ascribing ultimate value to 

something in a way that energises and 

engages every aspect of your being 

Tim Keller

Beauty, Perfection , glory



WHY AREN’T WE EXCITED 
ABOUT WORSHIP?



Revelation Intuition

A God that disagrees with you

Challenges you

Awes you

Forces you to sacrifice

A God that you can handle

You can bargain with

You can bribe

Who needs your worship

Who is all about you



SUN WORSHIP







Mirror of Erised 



ALFRED ADLER (1870-1937) PSYCHOLOGIST
INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGIST

Approval Control Power Comfort

people ascribe ultimate worth…motivational desires 

Needs to be validated

Adored or praised

Needs to be in control 

and always fear loss of 

control

Needs status and 

influence must get 

their way and be in 

charge

Runs away from 

difficulties or 

challenges and strives 

to build a fortress of 

safety and pleasure 

protecting at all costs



DAVID FOSTER WALLACE-WE ALREADY 
WORSHIP SOMETHING

..is that pretty much anything else you worship will eat 

you alive. If you worship money and things, if they are 

where you tap real meaning in life, then you will never 

have enough, never feel you have enough. It's the truth. 



CREATURES ARE NOT BORN WITH DESIRES 
UNLESS SATISFACTION FOR THOSE DESIRES 

EXISTS. (CS LEWIS)

If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable 

explanation is that I was made for another world. CS LEWIS



Desires are only signposts to God

earthly pleasures were never meant to satisfy 

it, but only to arouse it, to suggest the real thing



Acts 17:26-27 (ESV) And he made from one man every nation 

of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 

determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their 

dwelling place, 27 that they should seek God, and perhaps 

feel their way toward him and find him.



TRUE WORSHIP IS A TRANSFER

Created things GOD



WORSHIP

1. The Expression of Worship

2. The Reasons for Worship

3. The Challenge of Worship



CALL TO THINKING—LISTEN , UNDERSTANDING

Psalms 95:7-11 (ESV) Today, if you hear 

his voice,

8 do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, 

as on the day at Massah in the wilderness,

9 when your fathers put me to the test and 

put me to the proof, though they had seen 

my work.



CALL TO THINKING—LISTEN , UNDERSTANDING

10 For forty years I loathed that 

generation and said, “They are a people 

who go astray in their heart,and they 

have not known my ways.”

11 Therefore I swore in my wrath,“They 

shall not enter my rest.”





WE NEED GOSPEL SABBATH REST

Hebrews 4:4-10 (ESV) And God rested 

on the seventh day from all his works.” 5 

And again in this passage he said,

“They shall not enter my rest.”



WE NEED GOSPEL SABBATH REST

6 Since therefore it remains for some to 

enter it, and those who formerly 

received the good news failed to enter 

because of disobedience, 



WE NEED GOSPEL SABBATH REST

7 again he appoints a certain day, “Today,” 

saying through David so long afterward, in 

the words already quoted,

“Today, if you hear his voice,

do not harden your hearts.”



WE NEED GOSPEL SABBATH REST

8 For if Joshua had given them rest, God 

would not have spoken of another day later 

on. 9 So then, there remains a Sabbath rest 

for the people of God, 10 for whoever has 

entered God's rest has also rested from his 

works as God did from his.



SABBATH REST



TIM KELLER

If you don’t understand gospel 

rest and then we will turn 

worship will be another work

If I worship well then I will be 

accepted. If I pray or fast then I 

will be accepted and  God will 

bless me . Instead of being 

transformed . Then it will be 

one more burden



TRUE WORSHIP

Emotion Thinking Will
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