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TRANSFORMED BY GRACE, EMPOWERED BY PEACE

STUDY 10
THE GOSPEL AND SUFFERING

akeduby Ephesians 3:1-13
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THE STRUCTURE

Glory and Grace of God The Peace of God in the church

Theologlcal Practlcal

Ephesians 1 Ephesians 2 Ephesians 3 Ephesians 4 Ephesians b Ephesians 6

Who God is and what He has How we should live because
done for us in Christ of what He has done for us



THE STRUCTURE
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Ephesians 1 Ephesians 2 Ephesians 3

Spiritual Sin ,Spiritual Mystery of the

blessing in death , Gospel

Christ Salvation by Suffering for

Election grace the gospel

Predestination God’ s new Praying for Living and working out spiritual
Adoption community Spiritual transformation in the church
Knowledge of Transformation

His will



STRUCTURE

Paul’ s start of his pr

Ephesians 3:1-13 (ESV) 1 For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you

2 assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God s grace that was given to me for you,

3 how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as [ have written briefly. 4 When you

IR R SRl The nature of the Mystery b which was not made known
TNy Gentiles are included in God” s promises to Israel
Paul is a steward of that gospel

The reason is for encouragement during difficult )
same body, and W= y R . R — cospel. 7 Of this gospel 1

to his holy apostles and

prophets by th low heirs, members of the

was made a minister according to the gift of God s grace, which was given me by the working of
his power. 8 To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to

preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light for everyone

what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 10 so that
hrough the church the manifold wisdom of God might novNSEEEEEEIe) NIl INsaIINe) !

1S was according

y places.

realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we ha
faith in him.

through our

12 Sa T ack vorlr not to loce heart over what | am <unfferine for vonn which 1< vonr olorv
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The new community






REASON FOR HIS SUFFERING
STEWARD OF GOD’S MYSTERY

Ephesians 3:2-9 (ESV) assuming that vou have heard of the stewardship of God s

grace that was given to me for you 3 how the MySTEYY was made known to me by

revelation, as [ have written briefly. 4 When you read this, you can perceive my

insigtt into the MY 3Tery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to the sons of

men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit. 6 This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs,
members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through

the gospel.

7 Of this gospel T was made a minister according to the gift of God s grace,
which was given me by the working of his power. 8 To me, though I am the very
least of all the saints, this grace was given, to peach to the Geatiles the

unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light-fer-overyene what is the

plan of the MySterv hidden for ages in God.



SOMETHING THAT CAN
BE DISCOVERED




NOT SOMETHING THAT CAN BE DISCOVERED
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THE DIFFERENCE

Common sense..everyone Knows Won by loosing:--mystery .
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COMMANDMENTS
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[ AM THE LORD THY GOD,
HOU

T SHALT HAVE NO THOU SHALT NOT KILL
OTHER GODS BEFORE ME

It Yo Y
THOU SHALT NOT MAKE THOU SHALT NOT
uﬂmﬁwm COMMIT ADULTERY

: Vit
THOU SHALT NOT TAKE

THE NAME OF THE EORD THOU SHALT NOT STEAL
-, THY GOD IN VAIN ; :

x

=8 THE GOSPEL

BEAR FALSE W#I?ESE not ashamed of the gospel, becanse it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes.."
: 5 ' ~ Romans 1:16, ESV ~
THOU SHALT NOT COVET

It will crush you in the long run It will liberate you the more you think
about it






MUSTERION

Ephesians 3:9-10 (ESV) the plan of the mystery
hidden for ages in God, who created all things,

Hidden for ages in God

Ephesians 3:4-6 (ESV) When vou read this,

Concerns Jesus Christ you can perceive my insight into the

mystery of Christ,

: : Ephesians 3:3 how the mystery was made
Requires revelation known to me by revelation,
Ephesians 3:5 .. now been revealed to
his holy apostles and prophets by the
Spirit.




THE MUSTERION

Ephesians 3:6 (ESV) This mystery is that the

Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same

body, and partakers of the promise in Christ

Jesus through the gospel.
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THE GOSPEL t‘s

not ashamed of the gospel, becanse it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes..” . 3 1
~ Romans 1:16, ESV ~ > ‘." .
_. . b £
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Court of Gentiles _
Those who were far offi &




GREAT COMMISSION
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B .o Romans 8:20-21 (ESV) For the creation was
subjected to futility, not willingly, but

\ 'because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that

the creation itself will be set free from its

bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of

e 3 Chﬂdre..‘v ‘
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WHY GOD DID IT

Ephesians 3:8-10 (ESV) To me, though I am the very
least of all the saints, this grace was given, to
preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of
Christ, 9 and to bring to light for everyone what is
the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who
created all things, 10 so that through the church the

manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the

rulers and authorities in the heavenly places
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341 miles & a5 1 millions miles away

'Hubble telescope James Webb telescope









STD WISDO D MIGHT NOW 'BE
TADE RNOWNTO THE RULERS AND
AUTHORITIES IN THE HEAVENLY PLACES




| ﬂbheﬂ ) : c against
fles blo S, against
the authoritie OSmMiC powers over

this present darkness, against the spiritual forces
of evil in the heavenly places.




BEINGS IN THE SPIRITUAL REALM

Job 2:1-2 (ESV) Again there was a day when the

sons of God came to present themselves before the

[LORD, and Satan also came among them to present
himself before the LORD.



Job 2: 3And the LORD said to Satan, “Have you
considered my servant Job, that there is none like
him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who

fears God and turns away from evil?



SALVATION WAS NOT A LAST MINUTE
SAVE

Ephesians 3:11 (ESV) This was according to the
eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ

Jesus our Lord,




PAUL'’S LIFE CALLING

e Ephesians 3:1-2 (ESV) For this reason I, Paul, a

prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles—

2 assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of

God s grace that was given to me for you,

e Ephesians 3:7-8 (ESV) Of this gospel I was made a

minister according to the gift of God s grace, which

was given me by the working of his power. 8 To me,
though I am the very least of all the saints, this

grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the
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THE PROBLEM OF SUFFERING
WE NEED TO ...

l. Adjust our perspectives in life

2. Look at suffering in the light of Biblical truths not

circumstances
3. Understand the purpose of suffering
Suffering in the light of a universal vision

Suffering in the light of grace
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THOMAS JEFFERSON

e hold these truths to be self-
_ evident, that all men are
A created equal that they are
endowed by their (Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness.
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Joy accompanies,

joy does not move

The mere pursuit
of happiness,
def1ned here as
that which gives
pleasure, as a
dull waste of
human [life



JOY IS ALWAYS A BY-PRODUCT, IT CANNOT BE THE TOTAL AlM.

Michaelangelo Nicola Tesla



2 Timothy 3:12 (ESV)
Indeed, all who desire t«
live a godly life in
Christ Jesus will be

persecuted




THE PROBLEM OF SUFFERING
WE NEED TO ...

l. Adjust our perspectives in life

2. Look at suffering in the light of Biblical truths not

clrcumstances
3. Understand the purpose of suffering
Suffering in the light of a universal vision

Suffering in the light of grace



Don” t look at your
circumstance but look at
1t through the lens of
what your ultimate
treasure 1s
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LOOKING AT SUFFERING THROUGH THE
LENS OF BIBLICAL TRUTH

Eé#? ﬁhl%li (Y ! %éf Rilpge

sai ‘You will not speak
reas® bo Jaldet &nbE issaRer of
CheYis BuTsiid Vot Behese s vod
. -, authgfity BoNERle 1ty vou?” 11
i & b © LeBLLLEScwered him, “You would
; . 1 have no authority over me at all

unless 1t had been given you from
above




SUFFERING WITH A PURPOSE

13 So I ask you not to lose heart over what

[ am suffering for you, which is your glory



Romans 8:18-21 (ESV) For I consider that the

sufferings of this present time are not worth

comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to

us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing
for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the
creation was subjected to futility, not willingly,
but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21
that the creation itself will be set free from its
bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the
oglory of the children of God.



THE PROBLEM OF SUFFERING
WE NEED TO ...

l. Adjust our perspectives in life

2. Look at suffering in the light of Biblical truths not

cilrcumstances

3. Understand the purpose of suffering

Suffering in the light of a universal vision

CitiffFfarina 1n tha 1liaacht AF cvanan
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OLD TESTAMENT VISION OF ISRAEL
SHOW CASE FOR NATIONS

Deuteronomy 4:7 For what great nation is there that

has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is to us,
whenever we call upon him? 8 And what great nation
is there, that has statutes and rules so righteous
as all this law that I set before you today?



VISION OF THE CHURCH

Ephesians 3:6—-11 ..to preach to the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to
light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery
hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 10
so that through the church the manifold wisdom of
God might now be made known to the rulers and
authorities in the heavenly places.



THE CHURCH

and to bring to

light for everyone
what is the plan of
the mystery

Fore taste for the

’fffﬂqﬁﬁ world—
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THE CHURCH IS INDISPENSABLE TO THE UNIVERSE

Ephesians 3: 11 This
was according to the
eternal purpose that
he has realized in

Christ Jesus our
Lord




THE CHURCH IS INDISPENSABLE TO THE UNIVERSE

Ephesians 1:9-10 (ESV)
making known to us the
mystery of his will,
according to his
purpose, which he set
forth in Christ 10 as
a plan for the
fullness of time, to
unite all things in
him, things in heaven
and things on earth.




Ephesians 3 10
(ESV) so that
through the
church the
manifold wisdom

of God might now
be made known to
the rulers and
authorities in
the heavenly







EVERY CIRCUMSTANCE HAS A DUAL TRACK
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The Spread of Christianity
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Suffering and Bitterness

Emotions betray
our ultimate
treasure




ELIZABETH ELLIOT

He suffered not that we
might not suffer but that
when we suffer trusting in

His suffering we become
like Him

Get rid of your self pity
When you figure this out you will be free




SUFFERING IN THE LIGHT OF GRACE

e Ephesians 3:7-8 (ESV) Of this gospel I was made a
minister according to the gift of God’ s grace, which
was given me by the working of his power. 8 To me,
though I am the very least of all the saints, this
grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the

unsearchable riches of Christ,



PAULS PERCEPTION OF GRACE

e Ephesians 3:7-8 (ESV) Of this gospel I was made a
minister according to the gift of God s grace, which
was given me by the working of his power. 8 To me,
though T am the very least of all the saints, this
grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the

unsearchable riches of Christ,
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OUR SUFFERING AFFECTS OTHERS

Philippians 1:14 And most of the brothers, having
become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment,

are much more bold to speak the word without fear



Philippians 1:12-13 (ESV) 12 I want you to know,
brothers, that what has happened to me has really
served to advance the gospel, 13 so that it has
become known throughout the whole imperial guard

and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for
Christ.



Revelation 12:10-11 (ESV) Now the salvation and
the power and the kingdom of our God and the
authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser
of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses
them day and night before our God. 11 And they
have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and
by the word of their testimony, for they loved

not their lives even unto death.



