
THE GOSPEL AND SUFFERING



Ephesians 1 Ephesians 2 Ephesians 3 Ephesians 4 Ephesians 5 Ephesians 6

Glory and Grace of God The Peace of God in the church

Theological Practical

Who God is and what He has 
done for us in Christ

How we should live because 
of what He has done for us



Ephesians 1 Ephesians 2 Ephesians 3 Ephesians 4 Ephesians 5 Ephesians 6

The Glory and Grace of God The Peace of God in the church

Theological Practical

Spiritual 
blessing in 
Christ
Election
Predestination
Adoption
Knowledge of 
His will
….

Sin ,Spiritual 
death , 
Salvation by 
grace
God’s new 
community

Mystery of the 
Gospel
Suffering for 
the gospel
Praying for 
Spiritual 
Transformation

Living and working out spiritual 
transformation in the church



• For this reason I bow my knees before the Father

The reason for the digression

Paul’s start of his prayer

The nature of the Mystery
Gentiles are included in God’s promises to Israel 
Paul is a steward of that gospel
The reason is for encouragement during difficult 
times

Paul continues his prayer
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Common sense..everyone knows Won by loosing…mystery . 

It will crush you in the long run It will  liberate you the more you think 
about it





Concerns Jesus Christ

Hidden for ages in God

Requires revelation 

Ephesians 3:9-10 (ESV) the plan of the mystery 
hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 

Ephesians 3:3 how the mystery was made 
known to me by revelation,
Ephesians 3:5 .. now been revealed to 
his holy apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit. 
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Court of Gentiles
Those who were far off 

Court of Israel
Those who were near





Romans 8:20-21 (ESV) For the creation was 
subjected to futility, not willingly, but 
because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that 
the creation itself will be set free from its 
bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of 
the glory of the children of God





4.7 billion
341 miles

9.7 billion
1 millions miles away 









Ephesians 6:12 (ESV) For we do not wrestle against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the cosmic powers over 
this present darkness, against the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly places.

… rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.

Host of Angels?





















Joy accompanies, joy does not move

The mere pursuit 
of happiness, 
defined here as 
that which gives 
pleasure, as a 
dull waste of 
human life



JOY IS ALWAYS A BY-PRODUCT, IT CANNOT BE THE TOTAL AIM. 

Michaelangelo Nicola Tesla



2 Timothy 3:12 (ESV) 

Indeed, all who desire to 

live a godly life in 

Christ Jesus will be 

persecuted





Don’t look at your 
circumstance but look at 
it through the lens of 
what your ultimate 
treasure is



• (John 19:10-11 (ESV) 10 So Pilate 
said to him, “You will not speak 
to me? Do you not know that I 
have authority to release you and 
authority to crucify you?” 11 
Jesus answered him, “You would 
have no authority over me at all 
unless it had been given you from 
above





















and to bring to 
light for everyone 
what is the plan of 
the mystery

Fore taste for the 
world--



Ephesians 3: 11 This 
was according to the 
eternal purpose that 
he has realized in 
Christ Jesus our 
Lord



Ephesians 1:9-10 (ESV) 
making known to us the 
mystery of his will, 
according to his 
purpose, which he set 
forth in Christ 10 as 
a plan for the 
fullness of time, to 
unite all things in 
him, things in heaven 
and things on earth.



Ephesians 3:10 
(ESV) so that 
through the 
church the 
manifold wisdom 
of God might now 
be made known to 
the rulers and 
authorities in 
the heavenly 
places.
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Suffering and Bitterness

Emotions betray 
our ultimate 
treasure



Get rid of your self pity
When you figure this out you will be free







Very least of 
saints

Christ riches

Grace








