GAMMA21

STUDY 1
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James 1:1-4 James, a servant of God and of the Lord
Jesus Christ,

To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion:

Greetings.

2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of
various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your
faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness
have its full effect, that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking in nothing.



WHO IS THIS JAMES?




4 PILLARS

* Peter
 Paul

* James

* John



Identification
James father of Judas
Iscariot

James son of Zebedee
brother of John

James son of Alphaeus

James the Less son of
Mary

James son of Joseph and
Mary half brother to
Jesus

Scripture

Lk 6:16

Mtt 4:21,10:2; Mk
1:19

Matt 10:3; Mark
3:18

Matt 27:56 Mk
15:40; 16:1

Matt 13:55; Mark
6:3 ;Acts 1:14;
12:17;In 7:5

Description

Also known as Thaddues,
nothing know about him

Part of the Sons of Thunder,

presemt at Transfiguration,
Martyred AD 44

One of 12 disciples many
scholars believe he is the same
person as James the Less

Son of Mary one of eye
witnesses to burial and
resurrection of Jesus

Initial unbeliever then saw the
resurrected Jesus , leader of
early church martyred AD 62




* LIVING WITH
'PERFECT ELD
BROTHER



UNBELIEVING

John 7:2-5 (ESV) Now the Jews' Feast of Booths was at hand.
3 S0 his brothers said to him, “Leave here and go to Judea,

that your disciples also may see the works you are doing.
4 For no one works in secret if he seeks to be known

openly. If you do these things, show yourself to the world.”
5 For not even his brothers believed in him.




THOUGHT HE WAS NUTS

Mark 3:21 (ESV) And when his family heard it, they
went out to seize him, for they were saying, “He is out

of his mind.”




1 Corinthians
15:7 Then he
appeared to
James, then to
all the apostles.
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FAITH REQUIRES MINIMAL FACTS

Gary Habermas

Crucifixion of Disciples witness and

.I esus beliets Accepted
Empty tomb by 75% of
scholars
conversion Most

plausible
Explanation

Resurrection






JAMES MADE CONCLUDING REMARKS

Acts 15:19-20 (ESV) Therefore my judgment is that we
should not trouble those of the Gentiles who turn to
God, 20 but should write to them to abstain from the
things polluted by idols, and from sexual immorality,



RECEIVED PAULS REPORT OF 3RP
MISSIONARY JOURNEY

Acts 21:17-19 (ESV) When we had come to Jerusalem,
the brothers received us gladly. 18 On the following

day Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders
were present.






James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,
To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion:
Greetings.

2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of
various Kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your faith
produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its
full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking
in nothing.



IMAGINE FOR A MINUTE

James 1:1 James, Chairman of Jerusalem

Council, Elder of Jerusalem church and
brother of Jesus Christ (God)

To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion:

Greetings.



Doulos — indentured servant , Slave

James, a sexvant of God and of the Loxd Jesus Christ,

To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: Kurios
: OT-YHWH
Greetings.

2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of

various Kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your faith
produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its
full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking
in nothing.
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A FAITH THAT WORKS
IN THE REAL WORLD

Trials and
Tribulations
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Revelation 2:9-10 I know your tribulation and your
poverty (but you are rich) and the slander of those
who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a
synagoque of Satan. 10 Do not fear what you are

about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw
some of you into prison,




SUFFERING IS INEVITABLE

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,
To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion:
Greetings.

2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of
various Kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your faith
produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its
full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking
in nothing.



__ - exploitation by wealthy
7 landowners (5:1-6)

fé-gfj_f legal oppression by the rich
(2:5-7)

persecution (2:5-7)
powerlessness (1:26-27)
seriously ill, nearing death

8 (5:14-15)
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gt Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 ESV 1 For
" -'-”:f"* everything there is a

. season, and a time for every
. matter under heaven...... 4 a
time to weep, and a time to
laugh; a time to mourn, and

a time to dance;
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DEATH TOLL
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'  suffer
, olog1ca1
3tresss

sT1mes
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,depression, post-traumatic
stress, and iInsomnia disorders
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People in the survey who said they
feel lonely ‘often’ or ‘very often’
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SECULAR LIFE’S GOALS

Personal
achievement |
Happiness

Relationship

Intimacy

appiness



A COMMAND

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,

To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion:

Egeomai-- to lead, consider, count, regard

Greetings.

2 Count it all joy, :ny brothers, when you meet trials of
various Kkinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your faith
produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its
full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking
in nothing.
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Powerlessness

Hopelessness






MAN'S
SEARCH
FOR
MEANING
VIKTOR E.
FRANKL




Victor Frankl

CHOICE

“Between stimulus
and response there is
a space. In that space
1S our power to
choose our response.
In our response lies
our growth and our
freedom.”



SECULAR RESPONSE
EPICETUS

Recognition of powerlessness

Happiness and freedom
begin with the clear
understanding of one
principle. Some things are
within your control and
some things are not




On many an occasion | felt
an urge to cut my life short
there and then, and was
only held back by the
thought of my father, who
had been the kindest of
fathers to me and was then
in his old age.




Having in mind not how
bravely | was capable of
dying but how far from
bravely he was capable of
bearing the loss, |
commanded myself to live.
There are times when even
to live is an act of bravery.”
— Seneca




r \ 'H
Wi
U (DOSE YOUR ATTITUDE

H' |« Think comforting
| | thoughts

* [t 1s going to be alright

¥ | I,’ | |« It will affect everyone
| | else but not me

- .  Glass half full
| * It is not that bad







CONCRETE SPIRITUAL TRUTH

Jameg ' 12 animt b 2ll 2aes me- eqthers, when
It really does not matter what trial

vou meet trials of various Kinds, 3 for you

God has a purpose it is not ’
random nor out of control j of your faith produces

acertain genuiness of faith ] |cinninsit i
To produce spiritual growth

its full effect, that you may be perfect and

complete, lacking in nothing.

Toward and ultimate destination



PAUL AS THE SAME IDEA

Romans 5:3-4 (ESV) Not only that, but we rejoice in our
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and
character produces hope,










Phillip and Penelope Knatchb
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STEADFASTNESS
OF THE LOVE AND
FAITH IN EACH
OTHER







JOY BASED ON GOD’S CONTROL OF THE
FUTURE

CONCRETE SPIRITUAL TRUTH

James 1:2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when
you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you
know that the testing of your faith produces
steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have
its full effect, that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking in nothing.




John 15:1-2 (ESV) I
am the true vine, and
my Father is the
vinedresser. 2 Every
branch in me that
does not bear fruit
he takes away, and
every branch that
does bear fruit he
prunes, that it may

bear more fruit.




ADMIRAL
WILLIAM
MCRAVEN
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END RESULT

James 1:2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when
you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you
know that the testing of your faith produces
steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its
full effect, that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking in nothing.




Matthew 5:48 You
therefore must be pertect,

as your heavenly Father is
periect.




Galatians 4:19-20 (ESV) my little children,
for whom I am again in the anguish of
childbirth until Christ is formed in you!




Ephesians 4:12-13 (ESV) to equip the saints for the
work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13
until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,







BY PRODUCTS OF SUFFERING




HUMILITY

So to keep me from becoming conceited because of
the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn
was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to
harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited

(2 Corinthians 12:7 ESV)
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COMPASSION




Hebrews 12:1-2 Therefore, since we are surrounded
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside
every welght, and sin which clings so closely, and let
us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2
looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the

cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right
hand of the throne of God.
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