
STUDY  21
JACOB WRESTLES 
WITH GOD
GENESIS 30-32
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Revelation comes with faith
God's assurance of protection 
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What is Jacob's reaction and plan?
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“When we pray, believing 
that we have already 
received what we are 
praying, God has no 
choice but to make our 
prayers come to pass. . . . 
It is a key to getting 
results as a Christian.”

Ps Creflo Dollar

Weaponize faith

God is subservient 
to our faith
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Not based on any of our intrinsic value but on the value of His promises



Intimacy and Lament



Trusting Gods power in His promises



you.”



Safety

Appeasement

Divine intervention
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Most major crisis in life face alone
The personal calling of Jacob



Church group

Overshadowed but not penetrated









“What good is it if we 
only trust the Lord 
when we understand 
his ways? That only 
guarantees a life filled 
with doubts.”



Divine intruder
Gets pain and 
maiming
To break his self 
dependance



God let him 
wrestle all night 
so that Jacob 
could see how 
strong his 
self‑ will really 
was.. 









Andrew Bonar in the highlands of Scotland



Fighting God
Hanging on 

to God

Acquiescence to His will
Insisting on God’s blessings

Opposing
Insisting on own goals
Insisting on own blessings



 “I will not 
let you go 
unless you 
bless me
Gen 32

Delight 
yourself in the 
Lord,and he 
will give you 
the desires of 
your heart

Ps 37:4

Your heart’s delight is found in Him

Our struggle is the pursuit of our own 
heart’s desires outside of His will





“Faith is a spiritual force, a 
spiritual energy, a spiritual 
power. It is this force of 
faith which makes the laws 
of the spirit world function,”

Trusting the power of our faith to gain the desires of our hearts



“There are certain laws 
governing prosperity 
revealed in God’s Word. 
Faith causes them to 
function.”

The focus is on our faith not his promises

Completely bypasses God
God is only a means to our end









Totally dependant..repentant

Totally Transformed
Israel –God fights,strives



Healing now

Victory now

Power now

Change now



• Apathy
• Rebellion
• Cynicism
• Loss of confidence



“Oh, God, I can’t live this 
way! Please, if I’m not 
going to die, show me how 
to live!” 



“And if God’s glory shines 
brightest through our 
weakness—which it does—
then our inabilities become 
the best platform for God’s 
highest glory. That makes for 
great quality of life.”
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Our strength lies in our tenacity in 
hanging on and depending on Him
We do not fight to overcome circumstances  
or  enemies but we fight to hold on to our 
faith in Him..



John Ortberg,The Me I want to Be, p63



Joseph MosesPaul







Jacob Israel

Supplanter He who strives with God
God strives



JACOB WRESTLED WITH GOD AND 
PREVAILED IN THE SENSE OF HANGING 

ON UNTIL GOD BLESSED HIM. 
 

GOD PREVAILED OVER JACOB BY 
CRIPPLING HIS STUBBORN SELF-

DEPENDENCE. 

WIN-WIN SITUATION



•  Merciful

• Pure in 
heart

• Meek

• Hunger and 
thirst for 
righteousness

•  

• Peace makers

• Persecuted
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Gen 33 Gen 34

Reconciliation Rape of Dinah
Massacre 
Shechem
Force Jacob to 
leave land he 
bought there

Gen 35

Altar at Bethel
Covenant renewal
Birth of Benjamin
Death of Rebekah and Isaac
Reuben has sex with Bilhah

Gen 36

Genealogy
Esau 
family
Edomites

His new name,  does not shield Jacob from the obstacles and tragedies of life-loss of Joseph



Beth-El –the 
house of God

God-fearing man feels a healthy “fear” 
within him that constrains him to do right 

and restrains him from doing wrong. 









Creation

Noahic Abrahamic

Davidic

Mosaic

New

God’s Saving Action
Through Scripture


