
STUDY  20
JACOB AND HIS FAMILY
GENESIS 29-31
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Rachel

Leah

Genesis 29:17  
Leah's eyes were 
weak, but Rachel 
was beautiful in 
form and appearance.
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Jacob
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Pros Cons



Gen 29: 26 Laban said, 
“It is not so done 
in our country, to 
give the younger 
before the firstborn.
How did you think 
Jacob would have felt 
hearing these words?
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And he said to her, “I called 
out ‘Rachel’ in the dark — and 
you answered! Why did you do that 
to me?” And Leah said to him, 
“Your father called out ‘Esau’ 
in the dark — and you answered! 
Why did you do that to him?’

Tim Keller





Gen 29:35 This time I will praise the Lord.”

Gen 29:34 Now this time my husband will be 
attached to me, because I have borne him three 
sons

Judah

Levi

Simeon

Ruben

Gen 29:33 Because the Lord has heard that I 
am hated, he has given me this son also

Gen 29:32 Because the Lord has looked 
upon my affliction; for now my husband 
will love me

Leah's birth statements









Leah Rachel

Zilpah Bilhah

1. Reuben
2. Simeon
3. Levi
4. Judah

5. Dan
6. Napthali

7. Gad
8. Asher

JACOB









Leah Rachel

Zilpah Bilhah

1. Reuben
2. Simeon
3. Levi
4. Judah

5. Dan
6. Napthali

7. Gad
8. Asher

9.  Issachar
10.Zebulun
11.Dinah

12. Joseph

JACOB

Mandrake bargain
Genesis 30:22-23 Then God 
remembered Rachel, and God 
listened to her and opened 
her womb. 23 She conceived 
and bore a son and said, 
“God has taken away my 
reproach.” 
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Jacob Rachel

Leah

What are their immediate idols?

Babies

What are their ultimate idols?
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• Lost
• Devastated
• Directionless

Idols threatened Idols destroyed
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God had endorsed their plans









Rachel

Leah

Opens her 
womb ..Joseph
Greatest son of 
the generation 
Salvation to 
family

Opens her womb
Gives birth to 
Judah (from which 
will arise the 
line of the 
Messiah)
Changes her 
attitude

The Lord’s grace



Human love, is the child of 
Poverty – of want or lack; 
it is caused by a real or 
supposed goal in its beloved 
which the lover needs and 
desires. 





But God's love, far from 
being caused by goodness in 
the object, causes all the 
goodness which the object 
has, loving it first into 
existence, and then into 
real, though derivative, 
lovability
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Jacob meets Rachel

Jacob's plan



The plan: Only spotted stopped or black would be his 

The logic is that a certain percentage would 
always be stripped or black hence any increase 
in flock would also bring profit to Jacob..win 
win situation
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Wrestles in womb
Wrestles for birth right
Wrestles for blessings

Wrestles with Laban for the two sisters

Even when he receives covenant he 
says I will follow you ..if you do 
this

Trusts no one

Always had had to hustle

Always maneuvering, negotiating



Unconditional love
Gace
Blessing
Promise

Makes Jacob face his 
own sin..

Frees his heart from 
denial and 
repression

 Bethel
Laban
 bigger crook than himself

The process of Transformation
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Gen 32: 10 I am not 
worthy of the least of 
all the deeds of 
steadfast love and all 
the faithfulness that you 
have shown to your 
servant, for with only my 
staff I crossed this 
Jordan, and now I have 
become two camps.

Gen 28: 20 Then Jacob made 
a vow, saying, “If God 
will be with me and will 
keep me in this way that I 
go, and will give me bread 
to eat and clothing to 
wear, 21 so that I come 
again to my father's house 
in peace, then the Lord 
shall be my God,

The transformation
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Because he knows he’s chosen and 
loved, he can begin to finally 
admit how bad he is. But because 
he sees his own sin, he can begin 
to appreciate and be amazed at 
the assurance of grace

Tim Keller





Election 
Live 

Righteously
Covenantal 
promises

Genesis 12

Genesis 13-22

Still to come



Election 
Live 

Righteously
Covenantal 
promises

Genesis 27

Genesis 28-35

Still to come



Election 
Live 

Righteously
Covenantal 
promises

Conversion Sanctification
Transformation

Eternal life
New heavens
New Earth

…..we may share his holiness.




