G E N ESIS Why The Beginning Matters

Study 18
Isaac and his Sons
Genesis 23-26

Part 1 of 5: Purchase of the First Piece of Promise Land

Genesis 23:4-6; 17-20

“l am a foreigner and stranger among you. Sell me some property for a burial site here so |
can bury my dead.” The Hittites replied to Abraham, “Sir, listen to us. You are a mighty prince
among us. Bury your dead in the choicest of our tombs. None of us will refuse you his tomb
for burying your dead.”

So Ephron’s field in Machpelah near Mamre—both the field and the cave in it, and all the
trees within the borders of the field—was deeded to Abraham as his property in the presence
of all the Hittites who had come to the gate of the city. Afterward Abraham buried his wife
Sarah in the cave in the field of Machpelah near Mamre (which is at Hebron) in the land of
Canaan. So the field and the cave in it were deeded to Abraham by the Hittites as a burial
site.

1) a) Discussion question. According to Gen 23 and Hebrews 11:9-10, Abraham lived in tents
and seemingly didn’t receive the full promise. What similarities do Christians today have in
common with this scenario?

Quick Verse Reference

Hebrews 11:9-10

By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived
in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he was
looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.

b) Based on the passage, circle the area that Abraham bought and give one reason why this is
significant.






Gen 24 (A Bride for Isaac)
2) a) Fill in the blanks. According to the video lecture slide, the story of Isaac getting his bride
in Genesis 24 is divided into roughly 4 sections, fill in what was happening.

Verses | Location What happened

1-9 Canaan

10-28 Mesopotamia

29-61 Mesopotamia

62-67 Canaan

Part 2 of 5: Align our lives with His calling

Genesis 24:1-4,7-8

Abraham was now very old, and the Lord had blessed him in every way. He said to the senior
servant in his household, the one in charge of all that he had, “Put your hand under my thigh.
| want you to swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and the God of earth, that you will not
get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom | am living, but will
go to my country and my own relatives and get a wife for my son Isaac.”

“The Lord, the God of heaven, who brought me out of my father’s household and my native
land and who spoke to me and promised me on oath, saying, ‘To your offspring | will give this
land’—he will send his angel before you so that you can get a wife for my son from there. If
the woman is unwilling to come back with you, then you will be released from this oath of
mine. Only do not take my son back there.”

3) a) Discussion question. According to the video lecture slide and the passage, what was
Abraham’s priority when looking for a bride for his son?

Quick Verse Reference

Proverbs 14:12

There is a way that appears to be right,
but in the end it leads to death.

b) Fill in the blanks. According to the video lecture slide and the passage, fill in the blanks on
how Abraham responds to God’s doing.

God’s doing Verse Abraham’s response




God’s promises | who spoke to me and promised me on oath,
saying, ‘To your offspring | will give this land’—

God’s deeds The Lord, the God of heaven, who brought me
out of my father’s household and my native land

God'’s purpose —he will send his angel before you so that you
can get a wife for my son from there.

Genesis 24:63,66-67
He went out to the field one evening to meditate, and as he looked up, he saw camels
approaching.

Then the servant told Isaac all he had done. Isaac brought her into the tent of his mother
Sarah, and he married Rebekah. So she became his wife, and he loved her; and Isaac was
comforted after his mother’s death.

c) Reflection question. Share if you believe love should come first or after the marriage and
the pros and cons of each.

Part 3 of 5: Feel for His hand in our lives

Genesis 24:12-18

Then he prayed, “Lord, God of my master Abraham, make me successful today, and show
kindness to my master Abraham. See, | am standing beside this spring, and the daughters of
the townspeople are coming out to draw water. May it be that when | say to a young woman,
‘Please let down your jar that | may have a drink,” and she says, ‘Drink, and I'll water your
camels too’—let her be the one you have chosen for your servant Isaac. By this | will know
that you have shown kindness to my master.”

Before he had finished praying, Rebekah came out with her jar on her shoulder. She was the
daughter of Bethuel son of Milkah, who was the wife of Abraham’s brother Nahor. The
woman was very beautiful, a virgin; no man had ever slept with her. She went down to the
spring, filled her jar and came up again.

The servant hurried to meet her and said, “Please give me a little water from your jar.”
“Drink, my lord,” she said, and quickly lowered the jar to her hands and gave him a drink.
After she had given him a drink, she said, “I'll draw water for your camels too, until they have
had enough to drink.”

4) a) Objective question. Select all that apply. Which of the following is true based on the
story of Rebekah becoming a bride for Isaac?



A. We should be bold to pray a specific prayer to God to look for a partner such as: “Whichever
lady serves me a glass of water after church service, | shall marry her.”

B. We should pick only beautiful virgins as our spouses

C. We should send a servant or another person to pick a spouse for our children

D. We should marry someone from our kampung or a close relative

E. There are godly characteristics that we can see from a potential spouse before choosing
them and most important is to see if they are willing to worship and follow the true God.

F. This story is a specific and extraordinary story where God’s hand was obvious and should not
be applied out of context today.

Background information
1) Why did God allow incest in the Bible?
https://www.gotquestions.org/incest-in-the-Bible.html

2) Is it wrong to have a romantic relationship with a close relative?
https://www.gotquestions.org/close-relative-relationship.html

b) Fill in the blanks on the similarities between Rebekah and Abraham.

Much like that of Abraham’s | decision 50 years earlier
To leave and go to an On a promise
Hearing about And His blessing

To be part of

Cannot see the future, makes With a man she met only 24 hours ago

c) Fill in the blanks on the steps in decision making with God in the process according to the
lecture slide.

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3




Step 4

Step 5

Part 4 of 5: Trust in His purpose in our lives

5) Reflection question. There were a lot of ‘What ifs’ for Isaac, what if she said no, what if he
didn’t like her, what if she couldn’t bear children? How do you handle the ‘What ifs’ in you
life when obeying God’s calling?

Part 5 of 5: Divine Sovereignty does not mean Human Passivity

6) Objective question. Select all that apply. What are the lessons we can learn from the story
of Isaac and Rebecca?

A. We should wait around for God to provide us a spouse

B. God’s sovereignty does not imply human passivity

C. Recipients of God’s promise always have a smooth time and don’t get severe trials

D. Persistent prayer is important

E. God works His promises through our choices, so choose whatever you want!

F. God chooses the underdogs— barren women, younger brother, failures (1 Corinthians 1:27-29
says God chose the foolish to shame the wise)

G. We should be a conmen like Jacob so God will use us

H. We should not be short-sighted like Esau selling his birthright for a single meal

Gen 23 —Sarah’s death and burial plot

Part 1 of 5: Purchase of the First Piece of Promise Land

Gen 24 — A Bride for Isaac

Part 2 of 5: Align our lives with His calling

Part 3 of 5: Feel for His hand in our lives

Part 4 of 5: Trust in His purpose in our lives

Gen 25 —Jacob’s story

Part 5 of 5: Divine Sovereignty does not mean Human Passivity




Case Study

Case 1 - Finding a Life Partner
Jim Lee is a young man who is earnestly seeking to find a life partner as he is now pushing 30
years of age and his parents have been pressuring him.

He put the matter before the Lord and that week the pastor in his church preached Genesis
24 about how the servant of Abraham managed to get a wife for Isaac. He quoted from
Hebrews “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8 ESV)

So all he had to do is to exhibit the same faith as the servant.

So Jim waited outside Inti College in Subang Jaya by the lobby with a bag with all its contents
scattered all over the floor. He committed to the Lord that the first girl that stopped to help
him pick up the scattered contents of his bag would be the one God has chosen for him.

So he waited at the college and the first one to offer to help him was his own lecturer Mrs.
Liew but since she was already married he shooed her away. Then the next person to stop to
help him was Tammy Tan a beautiful girl from a very rich family. She did not attend church
regularly, but it did not matter to Jim. This was the one as he had committed this to God and
she was the answer to his prayer. He wooed her relentlessly and married her.

A year later they ran into problems as they had come from very culturally diverse
backgrounds. Tammy was a very headstrong lady and lived a pampered lifestyle which Jim
could not stand. They were soon separated.

1) a) Discussion question. Did Jim apply Genesis 24 correctly? Why or why not?

b) Discussion question. Doesn’t the verse in Hebrews mean that Jesus is the same yesterday
today and forever. So what worked for Abraham’s servant would surely work for Jim too
shouldn’t it?

c) Discussion question. Jim now realized that he made a mistake and on that basis, he told
Tammy he was very sorry and they should divorce since there was so much trouble in the
marriage and he had come into the union under false impressions that it was the will of God.
Is this the right move for him to make under God?



Case 2 — Misplaced Faith — False Teaching

Joannie was a fresh MBA graduate and wanted to start out in business doing the Subway
sandwich franchise. She was planning to sink in her whole life savings into buying the
franchise. She does not know how to cook and has not run any business in her life.

She read this article by a famous pastor and was convinced that she had the blessing and
power in her life to be successful if only she had faith.
=== start quote ===

Becoming Blessing-Minded
Creflo Dollar

There are so many awesome benefits that come with accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and
personal Savior, from healing to financial increase. However, the one that heads up the list
and is actually the source of every promise you could ever receive from God is the blessing.
Many times, when we talk about the blessing, we focus on the tangible material items that
make our lives comfortable, such as houses and cars. But the blessing is much more than
that. It is actually an empowerment to prosper and have success in every area of our lives.
When the blessing is in operation, nothing can stop you or hold you back from obtaining
everything God has promised you. Ephesians 1:3 says that if we are a part of the Kingdom of
God, through our acceptance of Jesus Christ, we have already been blessed with every
spiritual blessing available. That means we have wisdom and power that enables us to do and
accomplish anything.

Spiritual blessings also include things like healing, increase, and spiritual gifts that God can
impart in our lives to be a blessing to others. When we are blessed, we are empowered to
excel.

If we go back to the book of Genesis and look at the account of the creation story, we
discover that, when God created mankind, He equipped Adam and Eve with this very
blessing. Genesis 1:27, 28 says, “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God
created he him; male and female created them. And God blessed them, and God said unto
them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth
upon the earth.” God endowed the first man and woman with the ability to absolutely
dominate the earthly realm. That power was the blessing! Unfortunately, when Adam and
Eve disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden and ate of the forbidden fruit, they lost their
spiritual connection to the Father and, consequently, the blessing. But the good news is that,
through Jesus, the power of the blessing has been restored!




Galatians 3:13, 14 says, “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a
curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: That the blessing of
Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise
of the Spirit through faith.”

The “promise” mentioned here in this scripture is the blessing! It is the empowerment God
originally bestowed on Adam and Eve, and then a man called Abraham. Jesus came through
the lineage of Abraham, and through His substitutionary sacrifice on the cross, each of us
now has access to the blessing when we receive Him by faith. When the blessing is on your
life, you have success no matter where you are. Joseph was a prime example of this. When he
was thrown in prison for being falsely accused of raping his master’s wife, God showed him
favor with the prison staff! In time, he became the overseer of the entire facility (Genesis
39:1-23).

So how do we activate the blessing in our lives? By speaking the Word of God! God’s Word is
blessed, and when we begin to understand the power of our words and align them with what
the Bible says, we turn on the power of the blessing. It will begin working for us, in us, and
around us when we use our mouths to declare the Word with boldness, and in faith. The
more we speak the Word, the more our minds will be renewed to the reality that we are
blessed.

Developing a blessing consciousness involves paying more attention to the empowerment
God has equipped us with than we do the circumstances and situations going on around us.
When you know you have been blessed, your confidence in the blessing will propel you to
victory, all the time! Be sure to visit our online bookstore for tools to help you grow into a
deeper awareness of the blessing. You are empowered to prosper!

Scripture References: Ephesians 1:3 Genesis 1:27, 28 Galatians 3:13, 14 Genesis 39:1-23

http://www.creflodollarministries.org/BibleStudy/Articles.aspx?id=362

2) a) Is financial increase a benefit of accepting Jesus as Lord?
b) Discussion question. Is blessing equal to success in every area of life? Explain.

c) Discussion question. Is the power of the Word of God found in speaking it out loud? If not,
how is the power of the Word of God realized in our lives? Explain.

d) Discussion question. How can Joannie succeed in her business instead?



