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Intervention by God to Abimelech in a dream





Shem

Peleg Joktan
Reu
Serug
Nahor

Terah

Sarai Abram Nahor Haran

Milcah Lot

Moab Ammon

Ishmael Isaac Jokshan Midian Bethuel

Rebekah Laban

Rachel Leah

Esau Jacob

Iscah

Ruben.   Simeon.  Levi   Judah   Dan.   Naphtali.  Gad.  Asher.    Issachar.   Zebulin   Joseph.   Benjamin

Ephraim.              Manasseh
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God’s gracious 
delightful love 
that brings joy
(Exaltation)

Sarahs unbelief is 
laughable
(Humiliation)
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Ishmael Isaac
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Ishmael Isaac



Ishmael Isaac

God asks Abraham to sacrifice 
Isaac

Sarah drives out Ishmael

Hagar passively watches Ishmael die Abraham actively participates 
in sacrifice of Isaac

Ishmael’s peril occurs as a 
result of Abraham’s 
disobedience,

Isaac’s peril occurs as a 
result of Abraham’s 
obedience



Promotes a one 
dimensional view of 
faith



God’s Love vs God’s Power







Christopher Hitchens

Atheist



Pakistan 'blasphemy' boy 'doesn't regret cutting off hand'

Raise hands if did not love the Prophet





Deuteronomy 12:31  You 
shall not worship the LORD 
your God in that way, for 
every abominable thing that 
the LORD hates they have 
done for their gods, for 
they even burn their sons 
and their daughters in the 
fire to their gods.



The idea of the leap of faith

Irrational obedience

No matter how outrageous if
you do it you are really faithful

Purely ethical level cannot make sense

Failed the test as he should have rejected it



Faith beats ethics





Hope and dreams for family success not individuals

Hope and dreams for family 
success through eldest son
Law of Primogeniture









Numbers 18:15-16 (ESV) 
Nevertheless, the firstborn 
of man you shall redeem, and 
the firstborn of unclean 
animals you shall redeem. 16 
And their redemption price 
(at a month old you shall 
redeem them) you shall fix 
at five shekels in silver, 
according to the shekel of 
the sanctuary, which is 
twenty gerahs.





Kill Sarah !!!







Genesis 18:25b Shall not the Judge of 
all the earth do what is just?









Brenda Lafferty and her toddler daughter Erica
Ron Lafferty

Revelation from God to kill his sister-in-law Brenda and her 15-
month-old daughter Erica because of her resistance to his 
fundamentalist belief in polygamy 
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Command of God Promise of God

Offer up Isaac Through Isaac..nation 

The God who can rightly call in his debt
The justice and holiness of God

The God who gave the promises
The grace and love of God







Willing to g
o

Able to go

Merciful , 
gracious 
and loving

Holy and 
Just God
Abraham owed 
debt of sin







I can do this , I can do this 

He can do this , He will provide
I don’t know how God can b
e holy and gracious at the 
same time 









If Abraham were at the foot of the cross it is God 
who climbed this mountain and God who gave his 
only son
He will understand as we do 







Election 
Live 

Righteously
Covenantal 
promises

Genesis 12

Genesis 13-22

Still to come



Election 
Live 

Righteously
Covenantal 
promises

Conversion Sanctification Eternal life
New heavens
New Earth



Salvation
Live 

Righteously
Heaven







PAUL JAMES

Work is that which one doe
s to earn salvation

Work is that which 
is evidence of fait
h





Election 
Live 

Righteously
Covenantal 
promises

According to his great 
mercy, he has caused 
us to be born again to 
a living hope through 
the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the 
dead

who by God's power 
are being guarded 
through faith for 
a salvation ready 
to be revealed in 
the last time

4 to an inheritance 
that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in 
heaven for you,
.. a salvation ready 
to be revealed in 
the last time


