


An electronic survey was carried out from August to November 
2022 amongst Christians in Malaysia concerning the perception 
of LGBTQ issues in the Malaysian context. 

The survey collected a total of 1391 respondents comprising 
major Christian denominations such as Roman Catholics, 
Pentecostals, Methodists, Baptists, Lutherans, Presbyterians, and 
also independent churches. Over 45% of the respondents were 
below 40 years of age. 



Here are some of the key findings of this survey:

•  Majority of heterosexuals do not accept LGBTQ identity. Yet, 
there is still a small minority that is open to LBGTQ identity. 

• Only 16% of the participants agree (and 15.06% are unsure) 
that a confessing LGBTQ person is acceptable to be part of the 
clergy, pastoral staff or church leader.

•  A substantial majority affirmed that the Bible does not permit 
LGBTQ. However, almost 23% of the participants believe that 
the Scripture has been misinterpreted by the church to forbid 
homosexual practices.

• Over 11% agree, and 14% are unsure that a person can be a 
Christian and a homosexual at the same time. Only 65% of the 
participants below the age of 40 disagree with the same 
statement. 

https://pluc.org.my/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/NECF-Survey_v6.6.pdf



• Most churches do not have any trained counsellor or support 
group to help those who are struggling with same-sex 
attractions.

•  There is a small minority of believers who struggle with 
same-sex attractions and looking for help. 



Gender by Design

Genesis 1



4 common views especially among 
younger people on LGBTQ+ identity :

• “If 2 people love each other but are from the same sex and 
they want to get married why is that wrong? They are not 
harming anyone else”

• “I feel like a man trapped in a woman’s body and I want to 
have a sex change operation. Why is that so wrong?”

• “This is my body and I have complete freedom to do with it as 
I please. You have no right to police me”

• “The church should welcome all people regardless of race, 
social standing or sexual orientation.”



• “If 2 people love each other but are from the same 
sex and they want to get married why is that wrong? 
They are not harming anyone else”



• The question is a secular ethical proposition. If you answer 
and say that because God say’s its wrong/it is a sin because 
the bible says so, they would likely then say your God is a 
tyrant. 

• The aim of engaging the other party is not to win the 
argument but to build up a relationship of trust and mutual 
respect. 



26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our
likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in
the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the
creatures that move along the ground.”
27 So God created mankind in his own image,

in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in
number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and
the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the
ground.”



1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness 
was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the waters.



3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was 
light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and he separated 
the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and 
the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and 
there was morning—the first day.



6 And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to 
separate water from water.” 7 So God made the vault and 
separated the water under the vault from the water above 
it. And it was so. 8 God called the vault “sky.” And there was 
evening, and there was morning—the second day.



9 And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to 
one place, and let dry ground appear.” And it was so. 10 God 
called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters he 
called “seas.” And God saw that it was good.



14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to
separate the day from the night, and let them serve as
signs to mark sacred times, and days and years, 15 and let
them be lights in the vault of the sky to give light on the
earth.” And it was so. 16 God made two great lights—the
greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to
govern the night. He also made the stars. 17 God set them in
the vault of the sky to give light on the earth, 18 to govern the
day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And
God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening, and
there was morning—the fourth day.



20 And God said, “Let the water teem with living
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the vault
of the sky.” 21 So God created the great creatures of the
sea and every living thing with which the water teems and
that moves about in it, according to their kinds, and every
winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was
good. 22 God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase
in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds
increase on the earth.” 23 And there was evening, and there
was morning—the fifth day.



11 Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing 
plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, 
according to their various kinds.” And it was so. 12 The land 
produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their 
kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their 
kinds. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening, 
and there was morning—the third day.

24 And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according 
to their kinds: the livestock, the creatures that move along the 
ground, and the wild animals, each according to its kind.” And it 
was so. 25 God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the 
livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move 
along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was 
good.



26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in 
our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the 
sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the 
wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along 
the ground.”
27 So God created mankind in his own image,

in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.



Heavens and Earth



Evening and Morning



Sky above, sea 
below



Land and waters



Sun and Moon



Birds above, fishes below



Plants and Animals



Man and Woman













Creation is designed to be binary

• Each pair belonging to the other

• Neither is interchangeable

• Both compliment each other

• Both interdependent on the other

• Climax of the narrative with man and woman 
as the ultimate pair



Mankind is designed to be binary

• Man and Woman belonging to the other

• Neither is interchangeable

• Both compliment each other

• Both interdependent on the other



We find other sorts of couples, like the sun and the moon,
morning and evening, day and night, the sea and the dry land,
and plants and animals, before reaching the climactic couple,
a man and a woman. In every pairing, each part belongs with
the other, but neither is interchangeable.

That God created us male and female has cosmic and
enduring significance. From start to finish, the biblical
storyline—and design of creation itself—depends upon the
distinction between male and female as different from one
another yet fitted each for the other.

Kevin DeYoung, What Does the Bible Really Teach about 
Homosexuality? (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2015), 32.



• “If 2 people love each other but are from the same 
sex and they want to get married why is that wrong? 
They are not harming anyone else”

• Answer: Creation is binary, including man and 
woman. God made complimenting pairs to work 
together. Creation is “very good” because they are 
often in pairs working together. To assert that gender 
is a choice creates ripple adverse effects to the fabric 
of society



1. Gods design is binary with heterosexual 
orientation as it reflects his image and fulfils His 
purposes for us hence all other gender 
configurations and orientations are the result of 
the fall of man in sin and rebellion (Gen 1:27; Gen 
2; Romans 1:18-27)

Official position from FBC Council of 
Elders on LGBTQ+ identity



“But they are not hurting anyone”



Lia Thomas 

“The governing body of international competitive swimming announced 
a policy that will only allow athletes who’ve transitioned before the age 
of 12 to take part in any of the elite international swimming 
competitions.” FINA stand on transgender athletes



“Trans athletes are a minority. We are not making big 
impact on sports. This is discrimination”





• “I feel like a man trapped in a woman’s body and I 
want to go a sex change operation. Why is that so 
wrong?”

• “I feel attracted to those from my own sex. Why is 
that so wrong?”

• “I was born this way. Your Christian God created me 
this way and then according to you He is going to 
send me to hell unless I change my orientation?



16 To the woman he said,
“I will make your pains in childbearing very severe;

with painful labor you will give birth to children.
Your desire will be for your husband,

and he will rule over you.”
17 To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the 
tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’
“Cursed is the ground because of you;

through painful toil you will eat food from it
all the days of your life.

18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you,
and you will eat the plants of the field.

19 By the sweat of your brow
you will eat your food

until you return to the ground,
since from it you were taken;

for dust you are
and to dust you will return.”

Genesis 3: 16-19



From Creation to De-creation

Genesis 1:28,29

• 28 God blessed them and said to 
them, “Be fruitful and increase in 
number; fill the earth and subdue 
it. 

• 29 Then God said, “I give you every 
seed-bearing plant on the face of 
the whole earth and every tree 
that has fruit with seed in it. They 
will be yours for food.

Genesis 3:16, 17

• “I will make your pains in 
childbearing very severe;

with painful labor you will 
give birth to children.

• “Cursed is the ground because of 
you;

through painful toil you will 
eat food from it

all the days of your life.



Sin impacts both nurture and nature

16b ”Your desire will be for your husband,
and he will rule over you.”

18 ”It will produce thorns and thistles for you”

12 ”For there are eunuchs who were born that way” 
Matthew 19:12



Source: Social Influence on Gender Identity article, Samantha Raj, 2024

Childhood family correlates of heterosexual 
and homosexual marriages: a national 
cohort study of two million Danes

PubMed National Library of Medicine survey 2006
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/17039403/



• Children who experience parental divorce are less likely 
to marry heterosexually than those growing up in intact 
families

• For men, homosexual marriage was associated with having
older mothers, divorced parents, absent fathers, and being the
youngest child. For women, maternal death during adolescence
and being the only or youngest child or the only girl in the
family increased the likelihood of homosexual marriage. Our
study provides population-based, prospective evidence that
childhood family experiences are important determinants of
heterosexual and homosexual marriage decisions in adulthood.



“it feels right”

• To watch porn

• To pay for sexual gratification

• To have multiple sexual partners

• To have a mistress so long my wife agrees

• To have an affair so long my wife doesn’t know

• To have sex with those of the same gender

• To have sex with animals

• To have sex with a dead person

• To change my gender assignment



“it feels right”

• To always blame others when there is a conflict

• To always have self pity

• To binge drink

• To play video games in all my spare time

• To want to have instant gratification all the time

• To look down or have contempt on certain people

• To feel envious of others you perceive have a better life

• To feel hatred towards people from some other races, 
religion and culture



• “I feel like a man trapped in a woman’s body and I 
want to go a sex change operation. Why is that so 
wrong?”

• “I feel attracted to those from my own sex. Why is 
that so wrong?”

• Answer:  We are all products of nature and nurture, 
and sin blinds us from what we want to do from what 
we ought to do. Just because we feel something is 
natural doesn’t mean we should engage in it



2. Homosexuality is the perversion of the original design and 
intention of God hence it cannot be accepted as part of the 
normal spectrum of human sexuality. (Lev 18:22 and 20:13 
with The Hebrew is to’ebah especially grievous sin an 
abomination)
3. The practice of homosexuality is sin and no different than 
all other sins (although it comes with a whole set of societal 
consequences unlike other sins)

Official position from the Council of 
Elders on  LGBTQ+ identity



• Creation is binary, including man and woman. To 
assert that gender is a choice creates ripple adverse 
effects to the fabric of society

• We are all products of nature and nurture, and sin 
blinds us from what we want to do from what we 
ought to do. Just because we feel something is 
natural doesn’t mean we should engage in it



• “ This is my body and I have complete freedom to do 
with it as I please. You have no right to police me”



23 The man said,
“This is now bone of my bones

and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called ‘woman,’

for she was taken out of man.”
24 That is why a man leaves his father and mother 
and is united to his wife, and they become one 
flesh.
Genesis 2: 23-24



• “ This is my body and I have complete freedom to do 
with it as I please. You have no right to police me”

• Answer: We are not designed to have complete 
autonomy over our biological bodies



“ This is my body and I have complete freedom 
to do with it as I please. You have no right to 

police me”

• “I have the right to an abortion under any reason I 
choose”

• “I have the right to sell my body for commercial gain”

• “I have the right to change my assigned gender at 
birth”

• “I have the right to not call myself male or female 
and to be the 3rd gender”



4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the 
woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes 
will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
Genesis 3:4-5

We were not designed to be our own 
gods of our lives



Pan's record-breaking swim was questioned by former Australian Olympic 
swimmer Brett Hawke who posted on Instagram that it's not "humanly 
possible to beat that field".



Remaking myself 
in the image I want 

myself to be





We were not designed to have autonomy over our bodies. We 
were designed to consider others and God in all decisions on 

our bodies as we are made in the image of God



• Creation is binary, including man and woman. To assert that 
gender is a choice creates ripple adverse effects to the fabric 
of society

• We are all products of nature and nurture, and sin blinds us 
from what we want to do from what we ought to do. Just 
because we feel something is natural doesn’t mean we should 
engage in it

• We are not designed to have complete autonomy over our 
biological bodies. We are designed for each other and 
together for God as we were made in His image



• “The church should welcome all people regardless of race, 
social standing or sexual orientation.”



• Heavens and earth

• Evening and Morning

• Sky above and deep ocean

• Dry land and open sea

• Sun and Moon

• Plants and Animals

• Man and Woman

• Christ and the church



• 29 After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed
and care for their body, just as Christ does the church— 30 for
we are members of his body. 31 “For this reason a man will
leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and
the two will become one flesh.” 32 This is a profound
mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church.
Ephesians 5:29-32



Genesis 1:20-23

• But for Adam no suitable helper was 
found. 21 So the LORD God caused the 
man to fall into a deep sleep; and while 
he was sleeping, he took one of the 
man’s ribs and then closed up the place 
with flesh. 22 Then the LORD God made a 
woman from the rib he had taken out of 
the man, and he brought her to the 
man.

• 23 The man said,
• “This is now bone of my bones

and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called ‘woman,’

for she was taken out of man.”
• 24 That is why a man leaves his father 

and mother and is united to his wife, 
and they become one flesh.

Ephesians 5:29-32

• 29 After all, no one ever 
hated their own body, but 
they feed and care for their 
body, just as Christ does the 
church— 30 for we are 
members of his body. 31 “For 
this reason a man will leave 
his father and mother and 
be united to his wife, and 
the two will become one 
flesh.” 32 This is a profound 
mystery—but I am talking 
about Christ and the church.

Adam is a type of Christ and Eve is a type of the church



With deepest gratitude to Pastor Samuel Neesan of Explained Apologetics for 
this section



"As God took a rib from Adam’s side to make Eve, so Jesus had his 
side pierced, and from that fountain of blood and water, the 
church is taken, to be his bride“
Charles Spurgeon



• “The church should welcome all people regardless of race, 
social standing or sexual orientation.”

• Answer: The church is a place for all broken and imperfect 
people. But broken people regardless of race, social standing 
and sexual orientation need to continually learn to hate what 
is broken and realize only in our union with Christ are we 
made whole. 



Official position from FBC Council of 
Elders on the LGBTQ+ identity

4. Acceptance by the church means that all homosexuals 
should be treated as sinners as should all men who have 
sins in any and all areas of sin. They should be treated 
with unconditional love and called to repent and live as 
God has intended us to live as His image bearers. 
Acceptance does not mean we have to respect their 
choice or their orientation but it does mean we 
recognise their particular challenge and will endeavour 
to hold them accountable as they hold us to accountable 
for our own weaknesses and sins as we together strive to 
live under the power of the Spirit in Holiness for His 
Glory



• Creation is binary, including man and woman. To assert that gender 
is a choice creates ripple adverse effects to the fabric of society

• We are all products of nature and nurture, and sin blinds us from 
what we want to do from what we ought to do. Just because we 
feel something is natural doesn’t mean we should engage in it

• We are not designed to have complete autonomy over our 
biological bodies. We are designed for each other and together for 
God as we were made in His image

• The church is the new garden of Eden restored, where we enter 
back into a relationship with God through Christ Jesus. All of us –
whether confessing homosexuals or heterosexuals, holding each 
other accountable as sinners needing to repent and experience His 
love and grace.



• Most churches do not have any trained counsellor or support 
group to help those who are struggling with same-sex 
attractions.

•  There is a small minority of believers who struggle with 
same-sex attractions and looking for help. 



6 “Whoever sheds human blood,
by humans shall their blood be shed;

for in the image of God
has God made mankind.

Genesis 9:6



• All life is sacred. Practice unconditional love to those 
from the LGBTQ+ community as they are also made 
in the image of God



“I’m going to f@*king murder you.” “A fat f@*k like you should know 
it’s place in the world to never mock Jesus. Your f@*king dumb a@s
pi@ses me off because you look like a [sic] inbred liberal tranny. End 
your life.”

Message posted on Barbara Butch’s Intsagram account



• Children who experience parental divorce are less likely 
to marry heterosexually than those growing up in intact 
families

• For men, homosexual marriage was associated with having
older mothers, divorced parents, absent fathers, and being the
youngest child. For women, maternal death during adolescence
and being the only or youngest child or the only girl in the
family increased the likelihood of homosexual marriage. Our
study provides population-based, prospective evidence that
childhood family experiences are important determinants of
heterosexual and homosexual marriage decisions in adulthood.



• All life is sacred. Practice unconditional love to those 
from the LGBTQ+ community as they are also made 
in the image of God

• LGBTQ+ issues specifically affect Gen Z and future 
generations. Raising children should be a communal 
effort between the church and families (source: 
Samantha Raj) and we should encourage 
intergenerational discussions especially between 
young adults and older adults on LGBTQ+ identity in 
safe spaces.







• All life is sacred. Practice unconditional love to those from the 
LGBTQ+ community as they are also made in the image of God

• LGBTQ+ issues specifically affect Gen Z and future 
generations. Raising children should be a communal effort 
between the church and families (source: Samantha Raj) and 
we should encourage intergenerational discussions especially 
between young adults and older adults on LGBTQ+ identity in 
safe spaces

• A healthy church is where life long repentance is the normal 
experience of Christian discipleship as we wait with 
perseverance for Jesus to return and wipe away all our tears – 
whether you are heterosexual or homosexual.
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