
Study 2: What is the Gospel 



SOURCES

• Tim Keller  Center Church

• Tim Keller Gospel Centered Church Ministry

• Justification by Phillip Ryken Graham (Gospel Coaliton Booklet)

• Sin and the Fall Reddit Andrews 111(Gospel Coaliton Booklet)

• What is the Gospel by Bryan Chappell (Gospel Coaliton Booklet)

• D. A. Carson. ―The Gospel of Jesus Christ (1 Cor 15:1–19).‖ A lightly edited 

transcript of a sermon preached on May 23, 2007 at The Gospel Coalition‘s 

conference in Deerfield, IL. 



GOSPEL

Euangelion

Good news



EMPEROR AUGUSTUS

‘the beginning of the joyful 

news (euangelia) for the 

world’. 





GOSPEL

Matthew Mark Luke John

According to



EARLIEST MENTION

Mark 1:14-15 (ESV) Now after John was arrested, Jesus 

came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 

and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 

God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”

The joyous newsThe response

God’s  kingdom mediated through Jesus



1 Corinthians 15:1-5 (ESV) Now I would remind you, brothers, of 

the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you 

stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the 

word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.

3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: 

that 

Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he 

was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with 

the Scriptures,

5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.



HISTORICAL EVENT
DEATH AND RESURRECTION

GOSPEL IS ABOUT CHRIST



CHRIST CENTERED--PERSON

• God with us (Emmanuel) (Matt)

• Davidic king promised in OT (Matt)

• The Way the Truth and the Life (John)

• Lion and the Lamb (Rev 4-5)



1 Corinthians 15:1-5 (ESV) Now I would remind you, brothers, of 

the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you 

stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the 

word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.

3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: 

that 

Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he 

was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with 

the Scriptures,

5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.

Christ’s work

Died for our sins and resurrected 

for our salvation



THE GOSPEL IS HISTORICAL



1 Corinthians 15:1-5 (ESV) Now I would remind you, brothers, of 

the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you 

stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the 

word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.

3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: 

that 

Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he 

was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with 

the Scriptures,

5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.



1 Corinthians 15:3-5 (ESV) For I delivered to you as of 

first importance what I also received: that Christ died 

for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he 

was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 

accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he 

appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.

datable sequence from the death 









JESUS IS LIFE

1 John 1:1-2 (ESV) That which was from the beginning, 

which we have heard, which we have seen with our 

eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with 

our hands, concerning the word of life— 2 the life was 

made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it 

and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with 

the Father and was made manifest to us



Hebrews 1:1-3 (ESV) Long ago, at many times and in 

many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 

but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, 

whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom 

also he created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the 

glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and 

he upholds the universe by the word of his power.



The Archbishop replied that it wouldn't 

do anything to his faith: Jesus Christ 

has risen in his heart



1 Corinthians 15:17-18 (ESV) And if Christ has not 

been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your 

sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in 

Christ have perished.



RELIGION



GOSPEL FAITH

Objective 

Historical Truth

But we are not saved by 

theological ideas about Christ; 

we are saved by Christ himself. 



• Matthew 5:3-10 (ESV) Blessed are the 

poor in spirit

• 4 “Blessed are those who mourn

• 5 “Blessed are the meek,.

• 6 “Blessed are those who hunger and 

thirst for righteousness,.

• 7 “Blessed are the merciful,

• 8 “Blessed are the pure in heart

• 9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, 

• 10 “Blessed are those who are 

persecuted for righteousness' sake, 





PERSONAL

1 Corinthians 15:1-2 (ESV) Now I would remind you, 

brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you 

received, in which you stand, 2 and by 

which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word 

I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.



UNIVERSAL

1 Corinthians 15:49 Just as we have borne the image 

of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of 

the man of heaven.
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