
 1 Corinthians  When Faith & Life Collide 

 Study 13 
 The Gospel and Women in Church 
 1 Corinthians 11:1-16 

 A.  On Covering the Head in Worship 

 1 Corinthians 11:2-6 (NIV) 
 I praise you for remembering me in everything and for holding to the tradi�ons just as I 
 passed them on to you. But I want you to realize that the head of every man is Christ, and the 
 head of the woman is man, and the head of Christ is God. Every man who prays or prophesies 
 with his head covered dishonors his head. But every woman who prays or prophesies with her 
 head uncovered dishonors her head—it is the same as having her head shaved. For if a 
 woman does not cover her head, she might as well have her hair cut off; but if it is a disgrace 
 for a woman to have her hair cut off or her head shaved, then she should cover her head. 

 1 Corinthians 11:13-16 (NIV) 
 Judge for yourselves: Is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered? Does 
 not the very nature of things teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a disgrace to him, but 
 that if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For long hair is given to her as a covering. If 
 anyone wants to be conten�ous about this, we have no other prac�ce—nor do the churches 
 of God. 

 1.  a) Objec�ve ques�on. Select all that apply. Based on this passage and the video, what 
 was shameful in the Greek culture of Corinth during the �me this le�er was wri�en? 
 A.  A man with short hair 
 B.  A man with long hair 
 C.  A woman with short hair 
 D.  A woman with long hair (covered) 
 E.  A man covering his head 
 F.  A woman covering her head 
 G.  A man without a head covering 
 H.  A woman without a head covering 

 b) Discussion ques�on. According to the video lecture, what was Paul advoca�ng in 
 this passage? 



 c) Discussion ques�on. According to the video lecture, what was the conclusion and 
 cri�cism of this passage? 

 d) Discussion ques�on. Should we use this passage to insist on wearing head coverings 
 in the church today? 

 e) Discussion ques�on. What are some cultural shameful percep�ons that Malaysians 
 carry that other cultures around the world might not? 

 B.  Created Order 

 1 Corinthians 11:7-12 (NIV) 
 A man ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of God; but woman is the 
 glory of man.  For man did not come from woman, but woman from man; neither was man 
 created for woman, but woman for man. It is for this reason that a woman ought to have 
 authority over her own head, because of the angels. Nevertheless, in the Lord woman is not 
 independent of man, nor is man independent of woman. For as woman came from man, so 
 also man is born of woman. But everything comes from God. 

 2.  a) Discussion ques�on. What are the implica�ons of Paul’s explana�on of the Created 
 Order? 



 b) Objec�ve ques�on. Select the most appropriate answer. 1 Corinthians 11:10 says: 
 “It is for this reason that a woman ought to have authority over her own head, 
 because of the angels.” Which of the following is the possible reason in regard to the 
 angels? 

 A.  The angels are referring to priests (Rev 2:1) 
 B.  The angels refer to horny angels who are tempted by human women 
 C.  The angels refer to Holy or Guardian Angels (It is pleasing to them, mimics them 

 Isaiah 6:2) 
 D.  All of the above could be possible, but we do not have the informa�on to know 

 for sure. 

 Takeaway 
 A.  There is a Difference in Crea�on Order (chronological) between Men and Women and 

 therefore this implies that there is Gender Differen�a�on between Men and Women 
 B.  Despite Being Different, this does not mean one is Superior to the other, rather, both 

 Husbands and Wives are Dependent on Each Other. 

 Case Study 

 Case 1 – Women have Lower Status in the Bible? 
 You were sharing the gospel with an atheist friend and she protests saying she does not 
 believe in Chris�anity because women have lower status than men in the Bible. 

 1. Discussion ques�on. Based on the background informa�on below and what you have 
 learned from the lesson today, how would you answer this friend? 

 Background Informa�on 
 RECONSTRUCTING THE RISE OF CHRISTIANITY: THE ROLE OF WOMEN 

 ●  Chris�an women had higher status within the Chris�an subculture than pagans 
 ●  Women had leadership posi�ons in the church 
 ●  Exogenous marriages with secondary conversions 

 Rodney Stark 1995 Sociology of Religion Vol 56 

 Judges 4:4-5 (ESV  ) Now Deborah, a prophetess, the  wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel at that 
 �me. She used to sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of 



 Ephraim, and the people of Israel came up to her for judgment. 

 Mary Magdalene 
 Accompanied Jesus suffering and crucifixion 
 First witness to Jesus’ resurrec�on 
 Jesus chose her to announce the news to the disciples. 

 Case 2 –  Enforcing Differences vs Celebra�ng Differences 
 “I do not believe those differences to be universal, prescrip�ve, or indica�ve of hierarchy. As 
 an egalitarian, I believe that a truly complementary rela�onship is one in which differences 
 are celebrated, but not forced.” 

 Rachel Held Evans (Egalitarian) 
 NYT best-selling author 

 “The basic roles—of leader and helper—are binding, but every couple must work out how 
 that will be expressed within their marriage.” 

 Kathy Keller (Complementarian) 
 Author of  Meaning of Marriage 

 2. a) Discussion ques�on. What aspect of gender difference do we celebrate according to Dr. 
 Peter in the video lecture? 

 b) Discussion ques�on. Differences between males and females are not universal (not all men 
 are naturally masculine and not all women are naturally feminine). There is such a thing as 
 men with more feminine traits and women with more masculine or tom-boy personali�es. 
 Based on Dr. Peter and Rachel Evans, these differences are to be “celebrated, but not forced”  . 
 Are tom-boys and feminine men, going against God’s crea�on order of gender differen�a�on? 
 Do they need to be forced into “retraining” to match their biological gender? 



 Case 3 –  God’s View on Gender Equality, Comba�ng Sexism in Today’s Society 
 According to the American Associa�on of University Women, among postdoctoral applicants, 
 Women had to publish three more papers in the most pres�gious journals, or 20 more in the 
 less-pres�gious ones, to be considered as produc�ve as male applicants. 

 An asser�ve man is called “confident” and “strong” whereas an asser�ve woman is more 
 likely called “aggressive,” “ambi�ous,” or “out for herself.” 

 Actually, studies have shown that women don’t talk more than men but socie�es have the 
 percep�on women talk more: 
 Leaper’s findings supported a review of 56 studies conducted by linguis�cs researcher 
 Deborah James and social psychologist Janice Drakich published in a 1993 book on male and 
 female conversa�onal styles. Only two of the studies found women talked more than men, 
 while 34 of them found men talked more than women… 
 h�ps://www.bbc.com/future/ar�cle/20131112-do-women-talk-more-than-men 

 3) Discussion ques�on. Women today have more rights than women of the past. However, do 
 Chris�ans have a duty to promote God’s idea of Gender Equality to the world or do we go 
 with the cultural flow? 

 Case 4 –  The Gender Scandal  Excerpts from an ar�cle  by Jordan Peterson 

 Ques�on:  “Will egalitarian social policies in wealthy  countries produce men and women who 
 are more similar or more different?” 
 Answer:  the more egalitarian and wealthier the country,  the  larger  the differences between 
 men and women in temperament and in interest. 
 Summary:  If more freedom (equal opportunity) is allowed  in a society, the differences 
 between men and women become more apparent. 
 Explana�on given:  The best explana�on, so far, for  the fact of the growing differences is that 
 there are two reasons for the differences between men and women: biology and culture. If 
 you minimise the cultural differences (as you do with egalitarian social policies) then you 
 allow the biological differences to manifest themselves fully. 
 Conclusion:  Men and women are similar. But they are  importantly different. The differences 
 ma�er, par�cularly at the extremes, par�cularly with regard to occupa�onal choice and its 

https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20131112-do-women-talk-more-than-men


 concomitants. There are going to be more male criminals, and more male engineers, and 
 more females with diagnoses of depression and anxiety, and more female nurses. And there 
 are going to be differences in economic outcome associated with this variance. 
 Source: 
 h�ps://www.jordanbpeterson.com/poli�cal-correctness/the-gender-scandal-part-one-scandi 
 navia-and-part-two-canada/ 

 4) Discussion ques�on. Based on studies with tens of thousands of par�cipants by pres�gious 
 journals, it is implied that when we remove cultural influence, the results show that men and 
 women actually become more different, displaying God’s biological design of gender 
 difference. Do we as Chris�ans want to influence our society to have more egalitarian social 
 policies so that God’s design of gender difference becomes more apparent? 

https://www.jordanbpeterson.com/political-correctness/the-gender-scandal-part-one-scandinavia-and-part-two-canada/
https://www.jordanbpeterson.com/political-correctness/the-gender-scandal-part-one-scandinavia-and-part-two-canada/

