




15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one 
who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—
yet he did not sin.
Hebrews 4:15



16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  

John 3:16



For God so loved the world

John 3:16

Part 2



Big picture of last sermon on John 3:16

• The single most important aim in our lives is to pursue knowing how 
much God loves us

• God wants you to know how much He loves you

• The most significant expression of how much God loves us is 
manifested in the Gospel 



If you are a Christian, you should work hard to convince 
yourself of the Father’s love for you, revealed in the gift 
of his Son. Do not allow your sin or fear to cause you to 
doubt his love for you; he never changes, so he will 
never stop loving you in Christ.

The Father wants to have a friendship with you, 
centered on his love. If he seems distant, or if your life 
is marked by spiritual turmoil and upset rather than 
rest, then this is where you must begin.

Friendship with God, page 27-28







Today’s sermon big picture

• Unless you seek to understand and experience how much God loves 
you, you will not have power to properly love others

• The power to love others comes from the Holy Spirit



3 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the 
Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you 
are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are 
doing if God were not with him.”



5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
unless they are born of water and the Spirit.

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God 
unless they are born again.”



Supernatural birth, supernatural Kingdom 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born 
of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.



Supernatural love

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of 
water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be 
surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its 
sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the 
Spirit.”

















“We haven’t had this spirit here / Since 1969”.







So how does “supernatural” look like?

33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get 
behind me, Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but 
merely human concerns.”
Mark 8:33





But I remembered him and the leather crop swinging from his belt. It was the first time 
since my release that I had been face to face with one of my captors and my blood 
seemed to freeze.
“You mentioned Ravensbrück in your talk,” he was saying. “I was a guard in there.” No, he 
did not remember me.
“But since that time,” he went on, “I have become a Christian. I know that God has 
forgiven me for the cruel things I did there, but I would like to hear it from your lips as 
well. Fräulein”–again the hand came out–“will you forgive me?”



“Jesus, help me!” I prayed silently. “I can lift my hand. I can do that much. You supply the 
feeling.”
And so woodenly, mechanically, I thrust my hand into the one stretched out to me. And 
as I did, an incredible thing took place. The current started in my shoulder, raced down 
my arm, sprang into our joined hands. And then this healing warmth seemed to flood 
my whole being, bringing tears to my eyes.



Those who were able to forgive their former enemies were able also to return to the 
outside world and rebuild their lives, no matter what the physical scars. Those who 
nursed their bitterness remained invalids. It was as simple and as horrible as that.
And still I stood there with the coldness clutching my heart. But forgiveness is not an 
emotion–I knew that too. Forgiveness is an act of the will, and the will can function 
regardless of the temperature of the heart.



How supernatural love looks like

Its easier to be a Giver. Its much more harder to be a Forgiver. 



Sovereign Love

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of 
water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[ gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be 
surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its 
sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of 
the Spirit.”

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life.





• Supernatural love

• Sovereign love

•Wounded love



14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be 
lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.”

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.



Looking and Believing



14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that 
everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.”

38 Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but 
secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s permission, he came and took the body 
away. 39 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. 
Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. 
John 19: 38-39



Wounded people being loved by a 
wounded God



God reconciled Jacob to Esau by wounding him





Kintsugi





This is how we see ourselves This is how God sees us



Wounded Healer



16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have eternal life.  

John 3:16
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