
I Corinthians 3:1-17

Study 3
THE GOSPEL AND THE NATURE 
OF  CHURCH GROWTH



INTRODUCTION
THE PROBLEM OF DISUNITY

1 Corinthians 1:11-12 (ESV) For it has been reported 

to me by Chloe's people that there is quarreling 

among you, my brothers. 12 What I mean is that each 

one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or 

“I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.”



PAUL ADDRESSES THE UNDERLYING CAUSE

Spiritual immaturity V 1-4

Misunderstanding nature 

of the church growth v 5-22



Spiritual immaturity V 1-4



Focus on 

Leaders

Building on the 

wrong foundation

Misunderstanding 

the vision of the 

church

Misunderstanding nature of 

church growth v 5-22



THE STATE OF THE CHURCH

1 Corinthians 3:1-2  But I, brothers, could not address you 

as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in 

Christ.  2 I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were 

not ready for it. And even now you are not yet ready, 3 for 

you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and 

strife among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving 

only in a human way?



THE CONTRAST

Infants Adults

Milk Solid Food

Flesh Spiritual

What is he trying to convey?



THE MEANING OF HIS CONTRAST

1 Corinthians 3:1-2  But I, brothers, could not address you 

as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in 

Christ.  2 I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not 

ready for it. And even now you are not yet ready, 3 for you 

are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife 

among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a 

human way?



FLESH

Flesh is aspect of your life that wants to be god

carrying out the

desires of the body and the 

mind What is natural and desirable



• Food

• Comfort

• Sex

• Competent

• Love and 

affection

• Power 

• Glory

Achieve these 

on my own 

terms without 

God

Flesh

Normal desires



UNILATERAL 
ACTION

Genesis 3:5 (ESV) 

For God knows 

that when you eat 

of it your eyes will 

be opened, and 

you will be like 

God, knowing 

good and evil



THE PROBLEM WITH THE CHURCH

Flesh Spiritual

1. Christians moved 

by entirely 

human drives

2. Christians moved 

by self interest 

3. Self sufficiency

1. Christians moved by 

entirely Spiritual 

drives

2. Christians moved by 

the needs of others

3. Dependant on Spirit





CONSEQUENCES OF THE FLESH

1 Corinthians 3:3-4   3 for you are still of the flesh. For 

while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you 

not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way?  4 

For when one says, "I follow Paul," and another, "I 

follow Apollos," are you not being merely human? 

Personal loyalty



Milk or meat?

Morna Hooker’



THE WATERED DOWN MESSAGE

1 Corinthians 2:1-2 (ESV) And I, when I came to you, 

brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the 

testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2 For I 

decided to know nothing among you except Jesus 

Christ and him crucified.



THE CONTEXT

Rhetoric, sophistication, 

Experiences

Other teachers

Paul

1 Corinthians 2:3-4 (ESV) And I 

was with you in weakness and in 

fear and much trembling, 4 and 

my speech and my message were 

not in plausible words of wisdom



33,000 DENOMINATIONS



BACK TO THE MEAT



Focus on 

Leaders

Building on the 

wrong foundation

Focus on the 

wrong motives

Wrong focus in church growth v 5-22



1. LEADERS ARE SERVANTS WITH 
SPECIFIC ASSIGNMENTS

1 Corinthians 3:   5 What then is Apollos? 

What is Paul? Servants through whom you 

believed, as the Lord assigned to each.

Servants with a specific mission or job 

commissioned by God...dignity..responsibility



FARM WORKERS

Servants through whom 

you believed, as the Lord 

assigned to each.



Do you go back to the restaurant for the waiter?



2. GOD PAYS THEM NOT YOU

1 Corinthians 3: 8 He who plants and he who 

waters are one, and each will receive his wages 

according to his labor. 



3. CHURCH BELONGS TO GOD AND HE 
CAUSES GROWTH

1 Corinthians 3: 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God 

gave the growth.  7 So neither he who plants nor he who 

waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth.

9 For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's field, 

God's building. 



THREE METAPHORS

v 6-9

1.Leaders are servants with 

specific assignments

2.Leaders are rewarded by God

3.The church belongs to God 

and God gives the growth

Applications



THE WAY OF THE 
FLESH

OVERCREDITING
LEADERS WITH 
THE GROWTH

• Datuk Baharudin Bin

• 4.28 million /year



HOW MUCH DOES HE GET PAID?

 The financial return for 

the 15 most overpaid 

CEO’s was just 3.1%.

 The return for the 15 

most underpaid 

CEO’s was 11.7%

Warren Buffet 
USD$336,000/year.



Personalised authority



INTERNATIONAL COALITION OF APOSTLES

• In the NT this person is a strategos, warrior-strategist, a 

general or governor in his assigned sphere.

• When one is sent out as an apostolos, he is the full delegate 

and representative ambassador of his sender. He carries in 

his person the full authority of the one who sent him.



Indonesia :5

Malaysia: 0



• FCBC has grown rapidly 

because of my strong and 

anointed leadership

• P 107



Exclusive leadership



CITY HARVEST CHURCH

Blind Loyalty –No accountability



CHC spent $500k to 
buy Sun Ho's unsold 

CDs



SOME ONE WHO LEFT THE CHURCH

• I am a Christian and I've attended City Harvest Church for two 

periods in my life for a total of 2 to 2.5 years.

• But things went downhill one Sunday morning when a leader took 

to the stage to plug Ho Yeow Sun's new album. …What was most 

upsetting at that time, was the fact that he was using the pulpit to 

push the sales of the pastor's wife who was more interested in 

cutting pop albums than say attending church service. The 

posters from her new album were also plastered along the 

entrance and lobby of the building. There were no images of 

Jesus.



VIBRANT TRANSFORMATIONAL LEADERSHIP

• Passion for God, His mission and His transforming power on 

people

• Leads by example and values rather than position

• Centrifugal influence…Draws people in …Sends people out

• Promotes the mission



Resurrection/forward-back. 

THREE DIMENSIONS OF 
GOSPEL WISDOM



INCARNATIONAL 
UPSIDE DOWN

MINDSET

• Shifts from one to many 

leaders

• Shift in value

• Expand influence rather than 

hold it for self



IF GOD CAUSES THE GROWTH THEN …

• Prayerful dependance

• Word based

• Programs in line with His Word

• Gospel centered

• Leaders Equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 

building up the body of Christ, Ephesians 4:12 

• Gift based 

• Impossible goals



IF MAN CAUSES THE GROWTH THEN …

Minimal prayer

Programs that attract people, entertainment …only

Buildings rather than people

Minimal teaching of Word

No gospel emphasis 

Led by leaders only

Achievable goals



Focus on 

Leaders

Building on the 

wrong foundation

Focus on the 

wrong motives

Wrong focus in church growth v 5-22



1. BUILD ON THE CHRIST FOUNDATION   

1 Corinthians 3:10-15  10 According to the grace of 

God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a 

foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let 

each one take care how he builds upon it.  11 For no one 

can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which 

is Jesus Christ .



Bedrock of truth-Christ

360f
10f



EXPERIENCE IS EVERYTHING 





BRIAN MCLAREN-TIMES LIST OF 25 MOST 
INFLUENTIAL EVANGELICALS OF AMERICA

I don’t hope that all Jews or 

Hindus will become members of 

the Christian religion. But I do 

hope that all who feel so called 

will become Jewish or Hindu 

followers of Jesus

" You might call his a kinder and gentler brand of religion”



John 14:6  6 Jesus said to him, "I 

am the way, and the truth, and the 

life. No one comes to the Father 

except through me. 



WHICH FOUNDATION?

• Needs

• Need for 

fulfilment

• Attractive

• Sin

• Need for 

righteousness

• Foolishness 

and repulsive



2. BUILD USING IMPERISHABELS

1 Corinthians 3:12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation 

with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw- 13 

each one's work will become manifest, for the Day will 

disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire 

will test what sort of work each one has done.  14 If the 

work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he 

will receive a reward.  15 If anyone's work is burned up, he 

will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as 

through fire. 



MOTIVE: LOVE

• 1 Corinthians 13:2-3  2 And if I have prophetic powers, 

and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if 

I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not 

love, I am nothing.  3 If I give away all I have, and if I 

deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I 

gain nothing. 



• Hebrews 11:4  4 By faith Abel offered to God a more 

acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was 

commended as righteous, God commending him by 

accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he 

still speaks.

• ……6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for 

whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists 

and that he rewards those who seek him.  

MEANS :FAITH



MEANS: FAITH

• Looks small

• Great cost

• Great Sacrifice

• Looks big

• Least cost

• Least sacrifice



SIZE DOES NOT MATTER

Mark 9:41..I tell you the truth, anyone who gives 

you a cup of water in my name because you belong 

to Christ will certainly not lose his reward. 



Philidelphia

LOOKS ARE DECEPTIVE

Smyrna Revelation 2:9  9 "'I know your 

tribulation and your poverty 

Revelation 3:8  I know that you have 

but little power,



Philidelphia

LOOKS ARE DECEPTIVE

Smyrna
Revelation 2:10  10 Do not fear what you are 

about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to 

throw some of you into prison, that you 

may be tested, and for ten days you will 

have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I 

will give you the crown of life. 

Revelation 3:10  10 Because you 

have kept my word about patient 

endurance,



Romans 12:2  2 Do not be conformed to this world, 

but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that 

by testing you may discern what is the will of God,

what is good and acceptable and perfect.

METHOD: HIS WILL



COMPARISON



Focus on 

Leaders

Building on the 

wrong foundation

Misunderstanding 

the vision of the 

church

Wrong focus in church growth v 5-22



1 Corinthians 3:16-17  16 Do you not know that you are 

God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you?  17 If 

anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. 

For God's temple is holy, and you are that temple. 

1. WE HAVE THE PRESENCE OF GOD







NAOS

High priest enter

Once a year 

With rope round ankle



HOLY AND CALLED TO BE HOLY

Holy Ones

Saints
(Legal Status)

Holy

Perfectly

Our calling Holy livingChrist Accomplished

…”called to be saints”

Our ultimate glory

“sanctified in 

Christ Jesus”

..” guiltless in 

the day of our 

Lord Jesus 

Christ”.



1 Corinthians 3:17 If anyone destroys God's temple, God 

will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you are 

that temple. 

2. GOD JEALOUSLY PROTECTS THE 
DIGNITY OF HIS CHURCH









TULLIAN TCHIVIDJIAN,
PASTOR OF CORAL RIDGE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN FORT LAUDERDALE, FLA

• Last week I was approached by 

our church leaders and they 

asked me about my own affair. I 

admitted to it and it was 

decided that the best course of 

action would be for me to 

resign

• are heartbroken over our 

actions,"



Focus on 

Leaders

Building on the 

wrong foundation

Misunderstanding 

the vision of the 

church

Wrong focus in church growth v 5-22



THREE METAPHORS FOR CHURCH UNITY

1.Leaders are servants 

with specific 

assignments

2.Leaders are 

rewarded by God

3.The church belongs 

to God and God 

gives the growth

1.Build only on Christ 

2.Only imperishabels will 

survive impending 

judgement

1.Our destination is 

holiness

2.God protects the 

holiness of His 

Church
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