
James 1:12-18



1) Knowing God in Adversity (James 1:1-12)a

2) Understanding the nature of Temptation James 1:12- 18

3) Knowing the Heart of God: Why He Chooses the Poor – Part 1 (James 2:1-5)

4) Knowing the Heart of God: Why He Chooses the Poor – Part 2 (James 2:5-17)

5) Are we saved by faith or by Works. James 2:14-26 

6) Speech and Spirituality    James 3: 1-12

7) The nature of true wisdom  James 3:13-4:10

8) Slandering, Arrogance and Anxiety James 4:11-17

9) Perils of Materialism James 5:1-6 

10) Patience James 5:7-12

11) Praying for the sick James: 5 :13-20
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“#exchristian” had 
696.7 million 
cumulative views

“#exvangelical” was 
viewed 1.1 billion 
times



“#exchristian” 
had 68,600 
posts 

“#exvangelical” had 
105,000 posts 



Baptist News.com
2022 poll 







Genesis 3:12 (ESV) The man 
said, “The woman whom you 
gave to be with me, she 
gave me fruit of the tree, 
and I ate.”



Interpretation

Satan comes in to 
fill in the 
blanks





“If you are 
the Son of 
God”



Curse God 
and die



God wants to 
torture you
He could 
have stopped 
this!





It is impossible for God to be tempted or tempt



God

Love
Generosity
Integrity
Steadfast
Faithful
Merciful

Evil

Lack of 

God cannot be 
tempted with evil





God’s intention—crown of life



Trials

Temptations

Peirasmos
James 1:2-4

James 1:13-15

External

Internal



Peirasmos
The means in 
which God 
transforms 
us to give 
us the crown 
of life



Ecclesiastes 3:14 (ESV) 
I perceived that 
whatever God does 
endures forever; nothing 
can be added to it, nor 
anything taken from it. 
God has done it, so that 
people fear before him.



Trial (Peirasmos)

Tested
Faith

Steadfast
Endurance
Perseverance

Complete Crown 
of 
Life







He hates 
you..out to get 
you

In our minds our mental 
expectation of what God 
is supposed to do

Failed to protect you

I deserve to 
have a better 
life



OSCAR AMAECHINA 

President of Afri-Mission and 
Evangelism Network, Abuja, 
Nigeria

https://www.afrimissionevanet.org/


, “You frauds should leave my compound now before I 
lose control and butcher you guys. Where was God 
when bandits killed my wife and my children?  I have 
served God with all my heart; I have never missed 
paying my tithe; I have sowed seed for protection for my 
household yet your God allowed my family members to 
be wiped out in a day.  Leave my compound because I 
know that you are here to lie to me and collect my 
money."







Trial (Peirasmos)

Tested
Faith

Steadfast
Endurance
Perseverance

Complete Crown 
of 
Life

Temptation 
(Peirasmos)

Desire
Luring

Conception
Acts of Sin

Death

Duration of sin
Repetitive

James 1:14-15 (ESV) But each person is tempted when 
he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then 
desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, 
and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.



Epithumias

Over desire
Lust
Covet

Strong Liking

X 3 positive

38 times NT



Sexual

Food

Glory

SinGood

Object – other 
woman= Lust

Excessive-
unhealthy, 
unloving, 
addictive..obesity
Pride , arrogance

Object – wife

Normal amount
Healthy

Recognition it 
comes from God



Each object of love is different and 
for this reason the consequences of 
loving them will be different. 

Amount of satisfaction Amount of satisfaction 

we cannot and must not 
expect more from it than its 
unique nature can provide 





RM 300,000



Love small things 
small amount

Love big things 
big amount

Love big things 
small amount

Love small things 
big amount

Godliness rightly ordered love



Love or money



Desire small things small amount Desire small things large amount

SIN



Family

Job

Hobbies

God

Friends

What a person loves, 
and how he or she 
loves it, will 
determine the course 
and character of life, 
as well as the 
condition of society 

Order 



Family

Job

Hobbies

God

Friends

Love is disordered 
when it seeks final 
happiness in 
temporal and finite 
objects, 



God had created them they must be 
seen for what they are as His 
handiwork, to value them 
accordingly, and to worship only Him 
and not His handiwork which would 
be disordered love 



Desire for cheese outweighs desire for safety
Ignore danger



Blame Police?

Occasion
Cause-desire to escape 
more than the desire to 
honor God



The occasion
Boss ordered me to lie

The cause
Desire to keep job
More than desire to 
please Him



Love big things 
big amount

Love small things 
big amount





Sexual

Food

Glory

SinGood

Object – other 
woman= Lust

Excessive-
unhealthy, 
unloving, 
addictive..obesity
Pride , arrogance

Object – wife

Normal amount
Healthy

Recognition it 
comes from God



Malaysian life is centred around 
food









PAS MP  Wan Razali



SHEIK TAJ ALDIN AL-
HILALI 

 "If you take out uncovered 
meat and place it outside ... 
without cover, and the cats 
come to eat it ... whose fault 
is it, the cats' or the 
uncovered meat's? The 
uncovered meat is the 
problem. If she was in her 
room, in her home, in her 
hijab [the headdress worn by 
some Muslim women], no 
problem would have 
occurred."









ASHLEY GRAHAM
VOGUE 2017



DR BRAD FRANKUM
PRESIDENT OF AMA

 “if we send very 
overweight or obese 
people down the catwalk 
modelling clothes, what 
it is saying, in a way, is 
that we are celebrating 
obesity. I think that is 
dangerous because we 
know it is a dangerous 
health condition.”



Baptist News.com



Freedom 36.48%
Love acceptance of others 22.48%
Removal of Guilt/Shame 20.29%
Ambiguity/Openess/Curiosity 16.96%
Self Acceptance and Love 16.96% 









Disordered Loves

Addiction

Idolatry

desperate attempt to achieve happiness by 
satisfying all desires in objects that cannot 
satisfy them 





What the heart desires
The mind justifies
The Will chooses
 

Temptation from the devil 
or the answer to a prayer."





Lawyer Datuk V.K. Lingam 





Sex, Pleasure

Legacy

Money Power

New love replaces old love



• It’s source (where it came from)

• It’s purpose (what it wants and why that matters)

• It’s value (what it adds to your life and at what cost)

• It’s relationship to other things and people 





















Gpd causes me to fall to temptation
God allows bad things
God is not good

James 1:13 (ESV) Let no 
one say when he is 
tempted, “I am being 
tempted by God,” for God 
cannot be tempted with 
evil, and he himself 
tempts no one.

















Indicates 
the final 
harvest



Indicates 
the final 
harvest

God by His own initiative created the church 
by the gospel as a preview of His final 
restored creation

How illogical is it for us to 
believe that God allows temptation 
in order for us to fail











“Temptation is an 
opportunity to 
conquer. When we 
eventually reach the 
goal to which we 
are all striving, God 
will look us over, 
not for diplomas, 
but for scars.”










