
Study 15

The Perils of Materialism 

James 5:1-6









Come now, you rich, 
weep and howl

Rich land owners who 
are believers

4b. cries of the harvesters have reached the 
ears of the Lord of hosts.
6 You have condemned and murdered the 
righteous person. He does not resist you.

Oppressed believers

Rhetorical













MALAYSIA LOST RM47B IN GDP VALUE TO 
CORRUPTION LAST YEAR – DPM

BERNAMA DEC 17 2018

PricewaterhouseCoopers report in 2016

Bribery and corrupt activities amongst private entities

14% in 2014 to 
30% in 2016

Doubled in 2 
years



Corruption is no doubt Malaysia’s 
most critical systematic issue that 
can lead to uneven wealth 
distribution, compromising the 
quality of education and 
healthcare, leading to an overall 
lower standard of living for 
Malaysians,” Al Jazeera 
25/11/2022







Personal sin



1942 AND 1946.



KELANTAN'S FORMER 
JAPANESE FORCED LABOURER 

ASSOCIATION (WARISAN) 

• families and relatives of the 30,000 
Malaysians who died in Thailand during the 
Japanese Occupation, had been waiting for 
the payments for nearly 60 years 

• In 2013, a local Malay-daily reported that the 
Japanese Embassy in Kuala Lumpur had confirmed 
that the money was handed to the Malaysian 
government in 2004 

• Many of the labourers have died, but few are still 
around, who are in their 90s and most of them are 
bedridden 

Datuk Shahul Hamid Abdul Rahim 













“ios”

Rusted Poison

James 3:8 It is a restless 
evil, full of deadly poison

James 5: 3Your gold and 
silver have corroded

words that have different meanings but are pronounced the same or spelled the same or both.



Their wealth will be their poison



All they have saved up for is useless
No net gain
Wealth has been their poison



Rich should be embarrassed spending all their time on useless pursuitts









TIM KASSER, PHD,  
PROFESSOR OF PSYCHOLOGY KNOX COLLEGE 

GALESBURG, ILLINOIS, 

• Competitive, 
• Manipulative 
• Selfish ways, 
• Less empathetic

Specializing in materialism and well-being. 
Summarised Research 2014
American Ass Psychologists



• Lower levels of well-being, 

• Less pro-social interpersonal behavior, 

• Spending problems and debt ...

• Unpleasant emotions, depression and 
anxiety, 

• Stomachaches and headaches

• Lack of satisfaction



Materialism
Isolatio

n

materialism fosters social isolation; 
isolation fosters materialism

, 
2,500 people for six years

Bidirectional Dynamics of 
Materialism and Loneliness: Not 
Just a Vicious Cycle
Rik Pieters
Journal of Consumer Research 



2008-2011

More 
Materialist

ic

Less 
Materialist

ic

Well 
being

Well 
being



12 yrs

18 yr old 30 yr old

–Rank
Jobs, money and status vs  self-
acceptance, fellow feeling and 
belonging on the other 

Re-tested—
Materialistic –less happy—
mental disorders
Less Materialistic --happier

Happy
Mental 

disorders



Church program – away 
from spending
Move towards Sharing and 
saving

Materialism

Self 
Esteem









Gold 
and 
Silve
rRighteous 

deeds







US Jury Shown Invoice Of Rosmah's 
RM97M Pink Diamond Which Najib 
Claims She Never Received















1896-1899







Insensitive to fellow human
Luke16:19-31



God created us to love people and use 
things, but materialists love things and 
use people.
 Materialism is first and foremost a matter of 
the heart.

Randy Alcorn







Cease to be truly human







them.”


