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James 4:11-12 Do not speak evil against one

another, brothers. The one who speaks against a
brother or judges his brother, speaks evil against
the law and judges the law. But if you judge the
law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. 12
There 1s only one lawgiver and judge, he who is
able to save and to destroy. But who are you to

judge your neighbor?



KATALALEO-SPEAK EVIL

Devaluation of a person in the eyes of others

not defame’ or ‘do not denigrate’
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public false private or
accusation or covert

disparagement grumbling



GRUMBLING

James 5:9 Do not grumble against one another,

brothers, so that you may not be judged;

behold, the Judge 1s standing at the door
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T DOES NOT HAVE TO BE A LIE

Proverbs 20:19 Whoever goes about

slandering reveals secrets; therefore do

not associate with a simple babbler.



The slander is not about telling lies its about
telling the truth but in a certain way

James 4:11-12 Do not speak evil against one

another, brothers. The one who speaks against a

brother or judges his brother, speaks evil

against the law and judges the law. But if you
judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a
judge. 12 There is only one lawgiver and judge, he
who is able to save and to destroy. But who are

you to judge your neighbor?



* What 1s the
purpose of
telling the
truth?

e [ransparency %

* Or to judge and
tear the other

person down



GOSSIP

a person who habrtually
reveals personal or
sensational facts about
others’’ or “rumor or
report of an intimate
nature’’
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WHAT'S WRONG WITH SLANDER



1. SLANDER IS A SIN

LLeviticus 19:16 You shall not go around as a
slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand
up against the life of your neighbor: I am the LORD.

Psalms 50:20 You sit and speak against your brother;

you slander your own mother s son.



SLANDER IS A SIN

Psalms 101:5-6 (ESV) Whoever slanders his neighbor
secretly I will destroy. Whoever has a haughty

look and an arrogant heart I will not endure.
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Rebel Wilson sued Bauer

media which called her a
constant liar i1



Katie Holmes 'sueoz\ \
the magazine "Star

Drug addict

1




3. SLANDER IS SELF
INDULGENT




4. SLANDER IS
COWARDLY

* Gaining sympathizers without
doing the courageous work of
bringing it directly to the
source of our concern or
offense.

e Camouflaged—Sharing
concern. . prayer point

e With someone who cannot help

* Our character is in serious
question, since we are willing
to vandalize another’s
character to gain allies.
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5. SLANDER LAYS THE SEED FOR MORE SIN

Matthew 5:21-22 “You have heard that it was said
to those of old, ‘You shall not murder: and
whoever murders will be liable to judgment. =~ 22
But I say to you that everyone who i1s angry with
his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever
insults his brother will be liable to the

council: and whoever says, ‘You fool! ° will be
liable to the helfSseisEtEe
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6. SLANDER IS JUDGING OTHERS

James 4:11-12 Do not speak evil against one
another, brothers. The one who speaks against a

brother or judges his brother, speaks evil

against the law and judges the law. But if you
judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a
judge. 12 There is only one lawgiver and judge, he
who 1s able to save and to destroy. But who are

you to judge your neighbor?



WHAT NON
CHRISTIANS
BELIEVE

87% of non-
Christians
between the
ages of 18 and
30 believe
Christians are
judgmental







4

“It made me feel

ashaw\ed of my
wc es ris

S%Xua '(/o%é’és of
; 205 Y b“t most oF all

. deeply depressed,
= which led to a
B breakdown’’

4 Tb\e C}uardlam LA T‘:_.‘:
.Sat 24 Jl,m 2,,@17 00:; :



IN ANGLICAN

CHURCH

OUT AND PROUD AFRICAN LGBTI




GAY MARRIAGE

Moral
Evaluation

Judgement

People who disagree with
e are judgemental




WE DO NOT JUDGE NON CHRISTIANS

| Corinthians 5:12—-13 For what have I to do with
judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the
church whom you are to judge? 13 God judges those

outside. “Purge the evil person from among you. ”






Evaluation| '}

Public looking

i Internal Process
down, mocking

 Automatic

e Those around you

e Learning
experience
Scripture as the
guide not
opinion
Get as much
information




Driving behind slow
driver

What an
1diot+--looking down
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41 am better than them
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ACCOUNTABLE FOR THE GRUMBLING

James 5:9 Do not grumble against one another,

brothers, so that you may not be judged;

behold, the Judge 1s standing at the door



BROTHER AND NEIGHBOUR

James 4:11-12 Do not speak evil against one

another, brothers. The one who speaks against a

brother or judges his brother, specaks evil

against the law and judges the law. But if you
judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a
judge. 12 There is only one lawgiver and judge, he
who 1s able to save and to destroy. But who are

you to judge your neighbor?




WE EITHER SPEAK AS A BROTHER OR AS A JUDGE

Judge 1s superior

Brother is equal

h-




EFFECT OF JUDGING

> / 2
L jf J Loose respect
> ﬁ * Drain them of social

capital or influence
 Pay back
* Punish

* To destroy relation or

rebuild




JUDGEMENTAL SPIRIT

. People made to feel

crushed

. Fault finding

spirit..violate love and

humility.. feel superior

. Enjoy hearing and telling

of the faults of others

. Go beyond facts impute

motive
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SIN AGAINST THE LAW

James 4:11-12 Do not speak evil against one
another, brothers. The one who speaks against a

brother or judges his brother, speaks evil

against the law and judges the law. But if you

judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a
judge. 12 There is only one lawgiver and judge, he
who 1s able to save and to destroy. But who are

you to judge your neighbor?
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Speak evil
against the law

Evil

Diminish brother by slander Love neighbour
Love brother



JUDGES THE LAW

Judges when applying the
law make law——precedent

It does what the law
specifically prohibits.
To set one’ s own
judgments over the law
1s implicitly a
denigration of the law.



USURP THE PLACE OF THE ULTIMATE JUDGE

James 4:11-12 Do not speak evil against one another,
brothers. The one who speaks against a brother or
judges his brother, speaks evil against the law and
judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are
not a doer of the law but a judge. 12 There is only

one lawgiver and judge, he who is able to save and

to destroy. But who are you to judge your neighbor?




THREE THINGS ABOUT GOD MAKES HIM
ALONE JUDGE

l. He alone CREATOR and Law
giver ..qualified to judge and

destroy

2. He alone is righteous

3. He alone can save through judgment



God

Omnisicent

Omnipresent




Everyone has a conscience to justify their existence not even by own standard

CONSCIENCE-JUDGMENT RECORDER
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WHAT SHOULD WE DO?



WHAT WE SHOULD DO

* Have you shared your concern with this person
directly? I'd be willing to go with you to talk to
him.

« Just to be clear, is this information | should
know? Do you want me to help you pursue
reconciliation?

* How can | help you guard this person’s
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“unto a fullgrown man, unto the measure of the
| stature of the fulness of Christ” (Ephesians 4.13)




FAAO I UIN JITYI

YMBALA OF
BROOKLYN
TABERNACLE

Excuse me — who hurt
you? Who (gnored you?
Who slighted you? Was 1t
Pastor Cymbala? Let's go

to s office right now. He'll
apologize to you, and then
we'll pray together so God
can restore peace to this
body. But we won't let you
talk critically about people
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CHRISTIAN POSITION?




WHEN WE MUST JUDGE

1 Corinthians 5712 IBUISESEEG = wiiat have 1 to do
with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside

the church whom you are to judge? 13 God judges
those outside.
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“Purge the evil person from among



WHEN WE MUST SHARE

* Reporting confirmed,
documented sin and abuse

 Acting in leadership or in civil,
authority

* Protecting others from harm

» Seeking spiritual counsel



WHEN WE ARE SLANDERED



GEORGE WHITFIELD

Let the name of Whitetield perish,
but Christ be glorified. Let my
name die everywhere, let even
my friends forget me, If by that
means the cause of the blessed
Jesus may be promoted. . . . [ am
content to wart till the
Judgement day for the clearing
up of my reputation; and after /
am dead | desive no other
eprtaph than this, “Here lres & W.




