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Being Human?
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Do you believe you are a child of God?

@ Yes, of course!
@ | believe in Jesus Christ, isn't it enough?
@ No




Are you a born again Christian?

@ Yes, of course!

@ Not too sure if I'm really born again, but
I've been attending church

© No, but I'm exploring / considering
® No
@ | don't really get this question.

@ How do you define Born Again, although
it's so commonly used, but may be
misunderstood




How would you rate your relationship with God?

40

34 (37.4%)
30 (33%)

23 (25.3%)




How often do you read the Bible / do your devotion?

@ Everyday

@ About once a week

@ Afew times a month

@ Every now and then, when | have som...
@ \When | need guidance or answers to...
@ Only during Christian gatherings (Life. ..
@ I'm not a believer

@ Preparing for life gathering & bible study.

@ | follow a reading plan

@ Every other day

@ Few times a week. Short of everyday.
@ | don't believe in just doing devotion. L...
@ 3 times a week

@ My Bible reading differs from time to ti...
@ 4-5 times a week

@ Few times a week

@ most of the week
@ About 3 to 4 times a week.




How often do you pray?

@ Everyday

@ About once a week

() Afew times a month

@ When I'm lost, needing guidance or help
@ Only during Christian gatherings (Life...
@ Usually only before every meal time

@ | pray to other Gods

@ | don't normally pray

@ Almost every day

@ My prayer time varies from time to time
sometimes | forgot to pray

@® 4-5times a week

® | always remember Him in me at all ti...
@ | try to pray every night before bed, bu...
@ As often as possible

@ Less than everyday more than once a...




What do you think of the statement "Following Christ is Easy"?

4

@® Yes, all the time

@ Sometimes, depending on situation
It's never easy

@ Not applicable - I'm not a Christian

@ It is not about easy or hard for me.He is
God like it or not for me

@ Not true. Following Christ is not only
easy, it is impossible on our own stren...

@ Easy and difficult
@ easy and yet not easy because of His...




“ls Foldowitagalthrist Fasy?”

Following Christ is not easy and involves suffering, sacrifice, and
going against worldly values and personal ambitions.

It requires daily consent to God s changing work and the training of
one’ s spiritual muscles.

The battle between the flesh and the spirit makes following Christ
chal lenging.

Denying self and obeying God s commands can be difficult but is
necessary.

Living in an anti—Christian culture and facing rejection when sharing
the Gospel adds to the difficulty.

Following Christ involves relying on God s grace, strength, and
guldance.

Doubts and struggles may arise, but Jesus promises to walk alongside
His followers.

It requires discipline, humility, and constant reliance on the Holy
S gt

Followine Chricst meancs coing acainet the flow of worldlv cultures and



1. We bear A New Identity that
Abides in Christ (2:28-29)

2. We are adopted into A New

Family, made possible by the

Amazing Love of the Father
(3:1)

3. We have A New Hope that

transforms us to be more
Gt iike (3:2, 3)




1 John 2:28-29 (ESV)

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so

that when he appears:we may have confidence

and not shrink from him 1n shame at
his coming. 29 If you know that he 1is

righteous, you may be sure that everyone who

practices righteousness has been born of him.
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John 3:3,5

3 Jesus answered him, {“Truly, truly,
[ say/to you, unless one
is born again he cannot see the
kingdom of God.”
.3 5 Jesus amswered, “Truly, truly, I
\a say to you, j?L.mless one 1s born of

-ﬂm-——water and the Spirit, he cannot
" enter~the kimgdgow of God.
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Eze" 30829729

25 T will sprinkle clean water on
you, and you shall be clean
from all your uncleannesses,
and from all ‘yvour idols I will
ol cleanse you. %6 And I will give
™ you a new heart, and a new spirit I
jﬁr-W111 put within you. And I will
remove the heart of stone from your

flesh and give you a heart of «flesh.

https://10. wp. com/lifegivingwaterdevo. org/wp—content/uploads/2019/11/nicodemusjesus. jpg?resize=672%2C372&ss1=1
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God became man to turn creatures into
sons: not simply to produce better men
of the old kind but to produce a new
kind of man. It is not like teaching a
horse to jump better and better but like
turning a horse into a winged creature.

— (. §. Lewis —
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I wiLL GIVE THANKS TO You,
FOR I AM FEARFULLY AND WONDERFULLY M
WONDERFUL ARE YOUR WORKS,
AND MY SOUL KNOWS IT VERY WELL.
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1 John 2:28-29 (ESV)

|

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so

that when he appears.we may |

nave confidence

and not shrink from him 1n s

name at

his coming. 2° If you know that he 1is

righteous, you may be sure that everyone who

2) practices righteousness has been born of him.




Gk meno - stay, remain,

1 John 2:28-29 (ESV) continue, dwelling,

enduring, waiting, etc..

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so

that when he appears we may have confidence

and not shrink from him 1in shame at
his coming. 29 If you know that he 1is
righteous, you may be sure that everyone who

2) practices righteousness has been born of him.




1 John 2:28-29 (ESV) ok mono = sta, remain

continue, dwelling,

enduring, waiting, etc..

<P
28 And now, little children, abide in him, so

2 John 9 (NIV)

Anyone who and does not continue in

the teaching of Christ does not have God;




The vine

el " John 15:5 (ESV)
,
e he

branch
abides

in the vine.

e (e vine,; you
are the branches.
Whoever abides in me
aiwe e rn o him he 1t

1S that bears much
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il [or apart from
me you can do
nothing. ~




What Abides in us?
1. Word (2 14 = e e o, 2. 24 —

“what we heard from the beginning” , 2 Jn
D= SETIIOISE = 2 | R R L T10 O
Christ &S

2. Anointing (The Holy Spirit) 2:27
3. God’ s seed (3:9 - His nature
4. Love (4:12, 16)



. “Imagine yourself as a living
{ house. God comes in to rebuild N
' that house-:*He 1s building
quite a different house from
— u-:- - 1 the one you thought of -
’;’3.,:4;[%:.' MO throwing outwa new-wing here,
.unltrrlli putting on an extra floor there,

_ - running up towers, making

.-*f"-t_{" £ " courtyards. You thought you !
' e were being made into a decent
little cottage: but He 1is
building a palace. He intends

to come and live in it Himself. ”
Nﬁ § Tage = %o TR B It 1 i w1 A F
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1 John 2:28-29 (ESV)

e

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so

that when he appears we may have confidence

and not shrink from him 1n s

his coming. 2° I[f you know ¢
righteq ou may be sure that

@
everyone wha

practices righkxeousness has been born ot him.




The child exhibits the parent’s
character because he shares the
parent’s nature
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1 John 2:28-29 (ESV)

28 And now, little children, abide in_him, so
that when he appearspwe may havé confidence
andanot shrink from him-1n Shameat

his coming. 2° If you know that he 1is

righteous, you may be sure that everyone who

2) practices righteousness has been born of him.




. We bear A New Identity that
Abides in Christ (2:28-29)

. We are adopted into A New

Family, made possible by the

Amazing Love of the Father
(3:1)

. We have A New Hope that

transforms us to be more
Christlike (3:2,3)




1 John 3:1 (NIV)

See what great love the
Father has lavished on
us, that we should be
called children of

God! And that is what

we are!

SO 30 (KTV)
Gk Potapos - Lit.

“from what country?”

Behold, what manner of

love the Father hath

bestowed upon us, that
we should be called the

sons of God---
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1 John 31 (NIES

See what great love the Father has

lavished on us, that we should be
called children of God! And that is
what we are!




Romans 8:14-17 (ESV)

14 For those who are led by the Spirit of
God are the children of God. !° The

Spirit you received does not make you slaves,

so that you live in fear again; rather, the
Spirit you received brought about your

adoption to sonship. And by him we
cry, “Abba, Father. ”




Romans 8:14-17 (ESV)

16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our

spirit that we are children of God,

17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God

and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we

suffer with him in order that we may also be

glorified with him.



Romans 8:14-15 (ESV)

14 For those who are led by the Spirit of
God are the children of God. !° The

Spirit you received does not make you slaves,

so that you live in fear again; rather, the

Spirit you received brought about your

adoption to sonship.dAﬁa\B\\him we
cry, _“Abba, Father.” Gk huiothesia




Caesar Augustus
(Octavian)



Romans 8:14-15 (ESV)

14 For those who are led by the Spirit of
God are the children of God. !° The

Spirit you received does not make you slaves,

so that you live in fear again; rather, the

Spirit you received brought about your

adoption to sonship.dAﬁa\B\\him we
cry, _“Abba, Father.” Gk huiothesia




1 John 31 (NIES

See what great love the Father has

lavished on us, that we should be
called children of God! And that is
what we are!
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1 John 3:1 (NIV)

See what great love the Father has

lavished on us, that we should be

called children of God! And that is
what we are! The reason the world does

not know us is that it did not know

him



. We bear A New Identity that
Abides in Christ (2:28-29)

. We are adopted into A New

Family, made possible by the

Amazing Love of the Father
(3:1)

. We have A New Hope that

transforms us to be more
Christlike (3:2,3)




1 John 3:2-3 (ESV)

2 Beloved, we are God’ s children now, and
what we will be has not yet appeared; but we
know that when he appears we shall be like
him, because we shall see him as he
is. 2 And everyone who thus hopes in

him purifies himself as he is pure.



1 John 3:2-3 (ESV)

2 Beloved, we are God’ s childr and

vhat we will be has not yet appear2d: but we

know that when he appears we shall be like

him, because we shall see him as he
is. 2 And everyone who thus hopes in
him purifies himself as he is pure.



NOW

NOT
YET

Rom 8:15 — -+« the Spirit you received
brought about your adoption to sonship

Rom 8:23 — <+ but we ourselves, who
have the firstfruits of the Spirit,
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for
our adoption to sonship, the redemption
of our bodies




1 John 3:2-3 (ESV)

2 Beloved, we are God’ s children now, and

what we will be hs appeared: but we

now that when he appears we shall be 1iké

nim, because we shall see him as he

opes in  [CANWRGERN

him purifies himself as he is pure.

1s. 3 And everyone wi



2 Cor 3:18 — ... transformed into His image
with ever—increasing glory..

Ro 8:29 - :--predestined to be conformed to the
image of Christ

Eph 4:24 — put on the new self, created to be
like God in true righteousness and holiness

Phil 3:20-21 - ---we await a Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly
body to be like his glorious body:-:



1 Cor 13:12 —

-—

"
=

“For now we see in a %
mirror dimly, but then face & /
to face. Now I know in
part: then I shall know
fully, even as I have been l
known. ”

——

e

/uploads/siteswo19/03/web3—woman—pray—prayer—ref1ecti tterstock 498332476. jpg?w=640&cr



1 John 3:2-3 (ESV)

2 Beloved, we are God s children now, and
what we will be has not yet appeared; but we
know that when he appears we shall be like
him, because we shall see him as he

is. 3 And everyon in
him purifies himself as -




1 John 3:2-3 (ESV)

2 Beloved, we are God’ s children now, and

ENEREDWRER® e rcd; but we

know th&t when he appears shall be like
see him as he

what we will

him, because we sha
is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in
him purifies himself as he is pure.



1 John 3:2-3 (ESV)

2 Beloved, we are God s children now, and
what we will be has not yet appeared; but we
know that when he appears we shall be like
him, because we shall see him as he

1s. 3 And everyone who thus h
ies himself as he iSﬁ




HOW DO. ONE “PURIFY HIMSELF?

Confession and Repentance from sin

*Renewing of our minds through God’ s

Word and Prayer
Power of the Holy Spirit
eLittle by little everyday..



THE INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER

The Power of Tiny Gains
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Tiny Changes,
Remarkable Results

1% better every day [0
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What you achieve
> What & how you do
Who you are
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For he is like a
refiner’ s ‘
fire - 3 He will
s1t as a refiner
and purifier of

silver, and he
will purify--+ and
refine them like
gold and silver..

“"Mal 3:2-3

BT - R -

https://counselingoneanother. com/wp—content/uploads/2020/04/refiners—fire. jpg




Our Christian hope is that we are

going to live with Christ in a new

earth, where there is not only no
more death, but where life is what it

was always meant to be,

T i
[ uimsThy HeNes
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TIMbTHY
KELLER

1950-2023

i Keller set out there as
an aim for a teacher or
preacher to cause your
audience to adore Christ,
that we would put Christ
forward in such as way that
would help people to see his
beauty and his necessity, and
his significance in such a
way that 1t would cause
people to adore Christ.”

Nancy Guthrie, Author &



Benediction






NOW

Pest, Eats Leaves
Walks Slowly

Sexless, doesn’ t mate
Simple Eyes

Small Antennae

Drinks Nectar
Flies long distances
Male/Female, Can mate
Compound Eyes

Larger Antennae, moref
functions




My Daily Reminder @ [o¥&
[ am Aaron/Ryan. I am a child of God.

I am loved, saved, redeemed.

[ am brave and strong. | can do hard things.
[ am kind. [ can help others.

[ am smart. [ can learn new things every day.

[ can be patient. Good things are worth waiting for.
[ can show grace, even when others wrong me.
I can forgive. Because Jesus has forgiven my sins.
[ am resilient. If I fail. [ take a break. And try again.

When things get hard, that’ s okay too. I’ m a good kid, who’ s
having a hard time. [t° s ok to make mistakes. That’ s how I learn
and grow.

I matter. My mommy and daddy and Ryan/koko love me soooo much!

[ am whole, able and competent.

Tf\f“]rJTT /+nmr\1/‘1r'r\nr ’; @) ) YNNI T fquTT QY\A ) M YT rJI:ITTﬂY\""'I'IV‘f\ Y ,/////,////17///



[am the vine;
youare the branches.

ind Gente
‘rﬁm faith ness
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[Like Daddy: Like Mommy:

e Fun Loving * Neat & Tidy

* Adventurous e Loving reading
e Liking music and singing

== [LLike Both?
* Being left—handed




Is Dol

2 For he grew up before him like a young plant,
and like a root out of dry ground;
he had no form or majesty that we should look
at him,
and no beauty that we should desire him.
3 He was despised and rejected by men,
a man of sorrows and acquainted with
grief:
and as one from whom men hide their faces
he was despised, and we esteemed him not.



Spiritual transformation into
Christ-likeness in not going to
happen unless we act... What
transforms us is the will to obey
Jesus Christ.

— Dallas (J)dlard —

AZ QUOTES
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God became man to turn creatures into
sons: not simply to produce better men
of the old kind but to produce a new
kind of man. It is not like teaching a
horse to jump better and better but like
turning a horse into a winged creature.

— (. §. Lewis —

AZ QUOTES




God sees us as we are, loves us as
we are, and accepts us as we are,
But by His grace, He does not leave
us as we are,

— Timsthy Keller, —

AZ QUOTES
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j I am the vine; you are
the branches. If you

rema_fwi iIn me and I in
you, you will bear much

4 fruit; apart from me

you can do nothing.

"John 15:5

%



1 John 2:28-3:3 (ESV)

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that when
he appears we may have confidence and not shrink from
him in shame at his coming. 22 If you know that he 1is
righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices
righteousness has been born of him.

3 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that
we should be called children of God; and so we are. The
reason why the world does not know us is that it did not
know him. 2 Beloved, we are God s children now, and what
we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when
he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see
him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in

him purifies himself as he is pure.




1 John 2:28-3:3 (NIV)

28 And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when
he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him
at his coming.

29 If you know that he is righteous, you know that
everyone who does what is right has been born of him.

3 See what great love the Father has lavished on us,
that we should be called children of God! And that is
what we are! The reason the world does not know us 1is
that it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are
children of God, and what we will be has not yet been
made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we
shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 All
who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he

1T M1 7rr o




1 John 2:28-3:3 (NKJV)

28 And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He
appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed
before Him at His coming. 22 I[f you know that He 1is
righteous, you know that everyone who practices
righteousness is born of Him.

3 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on
us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore
the world does not know us, because it did not know
Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has
not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that
when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall
see Him as He 1s. 3 And everyone who has this hope in
Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.




Being a Christian is more than
just an instantaneous
conversion; it is like a daily
process whereby you grow to
be more and more like Christ.

“RYDAYPOWER



| wish not merely to be

called Christian, but
also to be Christian.

* r -

{DAYPOWER
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Is doing. He is getting the drains right and stoppir .g
leaks in the roof an d 50 on; you kneéw that those jot
needed doing and 80 you are not surprised. But pres ﬁ“'i'r
He starts knocking the house about In a way that hurts
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~ C.S. Lewis

Imagine yourself as a living house.
God comes in to rebuild that house.
At first, perhaps, you can understand

what He is doing. He is getting the
drains right and stopping the leaks in

the roof and so on; you knew that
those jobs needed doing and so you
are not surprised. But presently He
starts knocking the house about in a
way that hurts abominably and does
not seem to make any sense. What on
earth 1s He up to? The explanation is
that He is building quite a different
house from the one you thought of -
throwing out a new wing here, putting
on anextra floor there, running up
towers, making courtyards. You
thought you were being made into a
decent little cottage: but He is building
a palace, He intends to come and live
in it Himself.




New Testament Occurrences of Love Language




“Just as” passage in 1
John

Implication

2:6: Whoever claims to live
in him must walk as [kaBa¢]
Jesus did.

2:27: Just as [kaBwg] his
anointing teaches you, abide
in him.

3:7: He who does what is
right is righteous, just as
[kaBw¢] he is righteous.

3:12: [Love one another, ] not

like [kaBw¢] Cain.

3:23: Let us love each other
just as [kaBw¢] he gave us
command.

4:17: Because just as [kaBwg]
Christ is, so are we in this

world.

Jesus’s ethical example has a normative force

for his followers.

Believers’ anointing is instructive for living.

Christ’s righteousness furnishes an ethical

and character norm for his followers.

Cain’s example of hostile lovelessness
illustrates a via negativa for Christ’s
followers, who are to love and not hate.
Christ’s command to love is an ongoing

mandate for his followers.

The love Christ manifested, which is
appropriated and lived out among believers,

is their confidence in the day of judgment.




