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Being Human? 
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1. Following Christ is not easy and involves suffering, sacrifice, and 
going against worldly values and personal ambitions.

2. It requires daily consent to God's changing work and the training of 
one's spiritual muscles.

3. The battle between the flesh and the spirit makes following Christ 
challenging.

4. Denying self and obeying God's commands can be difficult but is 
necessary.

5. Living in an anti-Christian culture and facing rejection when sharing 
the Gospel adds to the difficulty.

6. Following Christ involves relying on God's grace, strength, and 
guidance.

7. Doubts and struggles may arise, but Jesus promises to walk alongside 
His followers.

8. It requires discipline, humility, and constant reliance on the Holy 
Spirit.

9. Following Christ means going against the flow of worldly cultures and 
norms.

10.The journey of following Christ is a continuous process of growth, 
trust, and transformation.

“Is Following Christ Easy?”
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John 3:3,5
 
3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, 
I say to you, unless one 
is born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.”
5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, unless one is born of 
water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter the kingdom of God. 
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Eze 36:25-26
 
25 I will sprinkle clean water on 
you, and you shall be clean 
from all your uncleannesses, 
and from all your idols I will 
cleanse you. 26 And I will give 
you a new heart, and a new spirit I 
will put within you. And I will 
remove the heart of stone from your 
flesh and give you a heart of flesh.
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Image & 
Likeness 
of God 
(Ge 1:26-27)
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Gk meno – stay, remain, 
continue, dwelling, 
enduring, waiting, etc..
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“Imagine yourself as a living 
house. God comes in to rebuild 
that house…He is building 
quite a different house from 
the one you thought of - 
throwing out a new wing here, 
putting on an extra floor there, 
running up towers, making 
courtyards. You thought you 
were being made into a decent 
little cottage: but He is 
building a palace. He intends 
to come and live in it Himself.” 
~C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity



1

2



The child exhibits the parent’s 
character because he shares the 

parent’s nature
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See what great love the 

Father has lavished on 

us, that we should be 

called children of 

God! And that is what 

we are!

Behold, what manner of 

love the Father hath 

bestowed upon us, that 

we should be called the 

sons of God…

Gk Potapos – Lit. 
“from what country?”





See what great love the Father has 

lavished on us, that we should be 

called children of God! And that is 

what we are!



14 For those who are led by the Spirit of 

God are the children of God. 15 The 

Spirit you received does not make you slaves, 

so that you live in fear again; rather, the 

Spirit you received brought about your 

adoption to sonship.  And by him we 

cry, “Abba, Father.”



16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our 

spirit that we are children of God, 

17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God 

and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we 

suffer with him in order that we may also be 

glorified with him.



14 For those who are led by the Spirit of 

God are the children of God. 15 The 

Spirit you received does not make you slaves, 

so that you live in fear again; rather, the 

Spirit you received brought about your 

adoption to sonship. And by him we 

cry, “Abba, Father.” Gk huiothesia



Caesar Augustus
(Octavian)



14 For those who are led by the Spirit of 

God are the children of God. 15 The 

Spirit you received does not make you slaves, 

so that you live in fear again; rather, the 

Spirit you received brought about your 

adoption to sonship. And by him we 

cry, “Abba, Father.” Gk huiothesia



See what great love the Father has 

lavished on us, that we should be 

called children of God! And that is 

what we are!
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See what great love the Father has 

lavished on us, that we should be 

called children of God! And that is 

what we are! The reason the world does 

not know us is that it did not know 

him





2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and 

what we will be has not yet appeared; but we 

know that when he appears we shall be like 

him, because we shall see him as he 

is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in 

him purifies himself as he is pure.



2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and 

what we will be has not yet appeared; but we 

know that when he appears we shall be like 

him, because we shall see him as he 

is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in 

him purifies himself as he is pure.

1. Why? 



Rom 8:15 - … the Spirit you received 

brought about your adoption to sonship

Rom 8:23 - … but we ourselves, who 
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for 
our adoption to sonship, the redemption 
of our bodies

NOW

NOT
YET



2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and 

what we will be has not yet appeared; but we 

know that when he appears we shall be like 

him, because we shall see him as he 

is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in 

him purifies himself as he is pure.

2. What? 



2 Cor 3:18 - ...transformed into His image 

with ever-increasing glory..  

Ro 8:29 - …predestined to be conformed to the 

image of Christ 

Eph 4:24 - put on the new self, created to be 

like God in true righteousness and holiness 

Phil 3:20-21 - …we await a Savior, the Lord 

Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly 

body to be like his glorious body…
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1 Cor 13:12

“For now we see in a 
mirror dimly, but then face 
to face. Now I know in 
part; then I shall know 
fully, even as I have been 
fully known.”



2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and 

what we will be has not yet appeared; but we 

know that when he appears we shall be like 

him, because we shall see him as he 

is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in 

him purifies himself as he is pure.3. Who? 



2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and 

what we will be has not yet appeared; but we 

know that when he appears we shall be like 

him, because we shall see him as he 

is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in 

him purifies himself as he is pure.

4. (Until) When? 



2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and 

what we will be has not yet appeared; but we 

know that when he appears we shall be like 

him, because we shall see him as he 

is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in 

him purifies himself as he is pure.
5. How?
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For he is like a 
refiner's 

fire … 3 He will 
sit as a refiner 
and purifier of 
silver, and he 

will purify… and 
refine them like 
gold and silver..

~Mal 3:2-3





“Tim Keller set out there as 
an aim for a teacher or 
preacher to cause your 
audience to adore Christ, 
that we would put Christ 
forward in such as way that 
would help people to see his 
beauty and his necessity, and 
his significance in such a 
way that it would cause 
people to adore Christ.”

Nancy Guthrie, Author & 
Teacher 



Benediction

Phil 1:9-11



Backup
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NOW

NOT YET

• Pest, Eats Leaves
• Walks Slowly
• Sexless, doesn’t mate
• Simple Eyes
• Small Antennae

• Drinks Nectar 
• Flies long distances 
• Male/Female, Can mate
• Compound Eyes
• Larger Antennae, more 
functions
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CHRISTIAN HOPE

WHY?
• Now and Not Yet 
• Salvation is WIP 

WHAT?
• Now and Not Yet 
• Salvation is WIP 



Like Mommy: 
• Neat & Tidy 
• Loving reading

Like Daddy: 
• Fun Loving 
• Adventurous
• Liking music and singing

Like Both? 
• Being left-handed



Is 53:2-3 

2 For he grew up before him like a young plant,
    and like a root out of dry ground;
he had no form or majesty that we should look 
at him,
    and no beauty that we should desire him.
3 He was despised and rejected by men,
    a man of sorrows and acquainted with 

grief;
and as one from whom men hide their faces
    he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
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1 John 2:28-3:3 (ESV)

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that when 
he appears we may have confidence and not shrink from 
him in shame at his coming. 29 If you know that he is 
righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices 
righteousness has been born of him.
3 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that 
we should be called children of God; and so we are. The 
reason why the world does not know us is that it did not 
know him. 2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and what 
we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when 
he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see 
him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in 
him purifies himself as he is pure.



1 John 2:28-3:3 (NIV)

28 And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when 
he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him 
at his coming.
29 If you know that he is righteous, you know that 
everyone who does what is right has been born of him.
3 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, 
that we should be called children of God! And that is 
what we are! The reason the world does not know us is 
that it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are 
children of God, and what we will be has not yet been 
made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we 
shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 All 
who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he 
is pure.



1 John 2:28-3:3 (NKJV)

28 And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He 
appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed 
before Him at His coming. 29 If you know that He is 
righteous, you know that everyone who practices 
righteousness is born of Him.
3 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on 
us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore 
the world does not know us, because it did not know 
Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has 
not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that 
when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall 
see Him as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope in 
Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.
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