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REALISM OF BIBLE *

James 1:2 Coumit Skt alll joy, my

brothers, when you meet trials of

various kinds, 3 for you know that

the testing of your faith produces
steadfastness. 4 And let
steadfastness have its full effect,

that you may be perfect and complete,
lacking in nothing.
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KNOWING GOD IN
ADVERSITY

A. We need to rejoice in seeing
God’ s purposes in adversity

B. We need to seek God’ s wisdom to
make sense of our adversity

C. We need to boast in how God sees
us not how we see our selves



WHO IS THIS JAMES? *




WS 4 PILLARS

Peter
Paul

e James

* John




Identification Scripture Description

‘auct L

12:17; Jn 7:5 early church martyred AD 62
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UNBELIEVING

John 7:4 For no one works in secret
if he seeks to be known openly. If
you do these things, show yourself to

the world.” 5 For not even his

brothers believed in him.
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x

James 1:1 James, a servant of God
and of the Lord Jesus Christ,

To the twelve tribes in the

Dispersion:

Greetings.



DOUBLE DISPERSION
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A COMMAND

consider, count, reg;

2 Count it all jov, my brothers, when you

meet trials ot various kinds, 3 for you know that

the testing of yvour faith produces steadfastness. 4
And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you

may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
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Sadness
Hopelessness

Fear_

Powerlessness




NO PAIN




SENECA WHERE IS
THE JOY?
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CONCRETE SPIRITUAL TRUTH *

God has a purpose it is not
random nor out of control

James 1:2 vount 1T all Joy, my
brothers, when you meet trials of

various kinds, 3 for yvou know that

the testing of your faith produces
steadfastness. 4 And let

steadfastness have its full effect,

that you may be perfect and complete,

lacking in nothing.
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BIBLICAL CONCEPT OF HOPE IS CERTAINTY
STEADFASTNESS ENABLES US TO SEE THE FUTURE

Romans 5:3-4 Not only that, but we

rejoice in our sufferings, knowing

that suffering produces endurance,
4 and endurance produces character,

and character produces hope,






WHAT IS LEADING EMOTION HERE

Which emotion is rooted in reality?
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JOY BASED ON GOD’S
CONTROL OF THE FUTURE

CONCRETE SPIRITUAL TRUTH

James 1:2 Count iitildls joy, my
brothers, when you meet trials of
various kinds, 3 for you know that
the testing of your faith produces
steadfastness. 4 And let
steadfastness have i1ts full effect,

that yvou may be perfect and complete,

lacking in nothing.
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Genesis 17:1-2 (ESV) When Abram was
ninety—nine years old the LORD

A DESTINATION

appeared to Abram and said to him,
“l am God Almighty: walk before me,
and be blameless, 2 that I may make

my covenant between me and you, and

may multiply you greatly.”



A DESTINATION *

Deuteronomy 18:13-14 (ESV) You shall
be blameless before the LORD your God,

14 for these nations, which you are

about to dispossess, listen to
fortune—tellers and to diviners. But
as for you, the LORD your God has not
allowed vou to do this.
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Matthew 19:21-22 Jesus said to him,
“Tf you would be perfect, go, sell

what you possess and give to the poor,
and you will have treasure in heaven;
and come, follow me.” 22 When the
young man heard this he went away
sorrowful, for he had great

pOSSess1ons.
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KNOWING GOD IN
ADVERSITY

A. We need to rejoice in seeing
God’ s purposes in adversity

B. We need to seek God’ s wisdom to
make sense of our adversity

C. We need to boast in how God sees
us not how we see our selves



. The Hard event
Our World view ° Cancer
Sickness
Accident
Financial loss

'DISBELIEF |




Wisdom

James
Meaning making process

[Lament
Hezekiah

Meaning making process

The Hard event
Cancer
Sickness
Accident
Financial loss




JOB COMPLAINED TO GOD-UNFAIR WORLD
HIS CONCEPT OF THE WORLD FELL APART

Job 24:2-4 Some move

landmarks; they seize
flocks and pasture them.
3 They drive away the
donkey of the fatherless;
they take the widow s ox
for a pledge.

4 They thrust the poor
off the road; the poor of
the earth all hide

themselves.



BRINGS HIS PAIN OF INJUSTICE TO GOD

)
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Job 24:12 (ESV) From
out of the city the

dying groan,

and the soul of the

wounded cries for help;

vet God charges no one

with wrong.
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Sadness
Hopelessness

._Powerlessness



WHAT KIND OF WISDOM

General Wisdom

/

-"il» Specific Wisdom
dealing with
suffering

Wisdom

Why would you need wisdom in
dealing with suffering?



Factual Knowledge
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Necess ary Righteousness
Image of God
Resolve

Situational Insigh

John Piper
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OOPS. TWITTER IS
ALREADY TRYING TO
REHIRE WORKERS
ELON MUSK FIRED
DAYS AGO, SOURCES
SAY

"Important to
admit when I'm

\ gelsle - Wilglale]

4 ’ them was truly one
of my biggest
mistakes."
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THE WORLD’S LACK OF RESOLVE

"For more than 30 years, the science has
been crystal clear. How dare you continue
to look away and come here saying that
you're doing enough, when the politics
and solutions needed are still nowhere in
ight.”




Factual Knowledge

W1SDOM
Necessary Righteousness
Resolve mage of God

Situational Insigth

John Piper



Agathos {ﬁ@h%§
Good Bautiful

James 313 Wh 1is wise and
? By

Tlm show

his works in the meekness of

wisdonm.



MOST
INFLUENTIAL
MEN IN HISTORY

Mother Teresa

Beautiful lives

Isaac Newton

Leonardo—Davinci

Galliieop



MOST
INFLUENTIAL
MEN IN HISTORY

Mao




THE ASSURANCE *

James 1:5 -6 If any of you lacks
wisdom, let him ask God, who gives

generously to all without reproach,

and it will be given him.




JOB NEVER UNDERSTOOD WHY HE *
SUFFERED BUT DISCOVERED WHO GOD IS

James 5: 11 Behold, we consider those blessed
who remained steadfast. You have heard of the

steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the

purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is

compassionate and merciful.

Experience of God so overwhelming
Another dimension and depth..he never knew why but we do



ONE CONDITION *

James 1:6 But let him ask in faith,
with no doubting, for the one who
doubts is like a wave of the sea that

1s driven and tossed by the wind. 7

For that person must not suppose that
he will receive anything from the
[Lord: 8 he is a double—minded man,

unstable in all his ways.







WORD USED IN LATER PASSAGE

James 4:q Draw neat to Gof, and

he will draw near t» you. Cleanse

your hands, you sinners, ani

purify your hearts, you double—

minded.




The motive for
our asking for
His wisdom is to
draw near to Him
and not merely as
a way out of our
troubles




Factual Knowledge

WISDOM
Necessar b Righteousness
Resolve Image of God

Situational Insigth

John Piper



KNOWING GOD IN
ADVERSITY

A. We need to rejoice in seeing
God’ s purposes in adversity

B. We need to seek God’ s wisdom to
make sense of our adversity

C. We need to boast in how God sees
us not how we see our selves
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James 1:9-12 Let the lowly brother boast in

his exaltation, 10 and the rich in his

humiliation, because like a flower of the
orass he will pass away. 11 For the sun
rises with its scorching heat and withers
the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty
perishes. So also will the rich man fade

away 1n the midst of his pursuits.
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HOW GOD SEES US

Conventional wisdom True spiritual Wisdom

James 2:5 (ESV) Listen,
my beloved brothers,
not God chosen

e who are poor in
e orld to be rich
in faith and heirs of
the kingdom, which he
has promised to those
who love him?

M Re joice—Glory in
Be proud of

Lowly— poor

Vulnerable
. Suffer
“~ | 1 Nojresources to recover
Loss of confidence
Fear




HOWHOW: IR EEBE BES US*

Shame—nothing to boast — :
True spiritual Wisdom

fiiee 171011 and the rich
Anrhgsnhamiliation, because
Prkdea flower of the grass
Ratiwlé¢spass away. 11 For
FhetBunnrikemswelvhsits
gndrchehgsheat and withers
Wheksragainsts flower falls,
andizenshepuin heavehes. So
also will the rich man fade
away in the midst of his
pursuits.







HOW GOD SEES US Y

Boast 1in their humiliation

Tﬁf; Transitory nature of wealth
. n bee past 1t
Rich ™4 Not defined by it..esteem
- E Compared with others

Embarrassed by it..covet
Aware of danger..dead weight
Responsibility

Focus on glory of
God. . Christ has done







BECOME A FOOL

Christ and His work on the cross is
the pivotal center of God'’s wisdom
because it enables us to fulfil our

destiny as created in His image for

' His purposes
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adversity

C. Let us boast in how God sees us



LORD’S SUPPER
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Psalms 15:1-2 0 LORD, who shall

sojourn 1n your tent?
Who shall dwell on your holy hill?

2 He who walks blamelessly and does

what is right

and speaks truth in his heart;






Hebrews 2:9 But we see him who for a
little while was made lower than the
angels, namely Jesus, crowned with
oglory and honor because of the
suffering of death, so that by the
grace of God he might taste death for

everyone.



Hebrews 2:10-11 For it was fitting

that he, for whom and by whom all
things

Vocational process by which he is
‘made complete or fully equipped for SONS

' Sh6uld make the founder of
their selvation perfect through

to glory

suffering.

sufferings through which Christ had to
pass. They were a part of the process
by which Jesus was perfected



HOW JESUS WAS PERFECTED

Hebrews 5:8-10 Although he was a son,
he learned obedience through what he

suffered. 9 And being made perfect,

he became the source of eternal

salvation to all who obey him,



Untested obedience




GLORY BY SUFFERING

The wiilliggesestoodutfesusstassatictance tifie
brightestfidespplbain afotiheo Fathke ds dloouglivito
glérthe universe.
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Hebrews 10: 14 For by a

single offering he has
perfected for all time
those who are being

sanctified.



