
Matthew 23

23 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 2“The teachers of the 
law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 3 So you must be careful to do 
everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice 
what they preach. 4They tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and put them on 
other people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger 
to move them.
5“Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their 
phylacteries[a] wide and the tassels on their garments long; 6 they love the 
place of honor at banquets and the most important seats in the synagogues; 
7 they love to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces and to be called 
‘Rabbi’ by others.
8“But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you have one Teacher, and you are 
all brothers. 9And do not call anyone on earth ‘father,’ for you have one 
Father, and he is in heaven. 10Nor are you to be called instructors, for you 
have one Instructor, the Messiah. 11The greatest among you will be your 
servant. 12 For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 
humble themselves will be exalted.
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13“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the door of 
the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let 
those enter who are trying to. 
15“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land 
and sea to win a single convert, and when you have succeeded, you make them twice 
as much a child of hell as you are.
16“Woe to you, blind guides! You say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it means nothing; 
but anyone who swears by the gold of the temple is bound by that oath.’ 17You blind 
fools! Which is greater: the gold, or the temple that makes the gold sacred? 18You also 
say, ‘If anyone swears by the altar, it means nothing; but anyone who swears by the gift 
on the altar is bound by that oath.’ 19You blind men! Which is greater: the gift, or the 
altar that makes the gift sacred? 20Therefore, anyone who swears by the altar swears 
by it and by everything on it. 21And anyone who swears by the temple swears by it and 
by the one who dwells in it. 22And anyone who swears by heaven swears by God’s 
throne and by the one who sits on it.
23“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of 
your spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters 
of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, 
without neglecting the former. 24You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a 
camel.
25“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside 
of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 26Blind 
Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be 
clean.
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27“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like 
whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of the 
bones of the dead and everything unclean. 28 In the same way, on the outside you 
appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and 
wickedness.
29“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You build tombs for 
the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. 30And you say, ‘If we had lived 
in the days of our ancestors, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the 
blood of the prophets.’ 31 So you testify against yourselves that you are the descendants 
of those who murdered the prophets. 32Go ahead, then, and complete what your 
ancestors started!
33“You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell? 
34Therefore I am sending you prophets and sages and teachers. Some of them you will 
kill and crucify; others you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to town. 
35And so upon you will come all the righteous blood that has been shed on earth, from 
the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you 
murdered between the temple and the altar. 36Truly I tell you, all this will come on this 
generation.
37“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how 
often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under 
her wings, and you were not willing. 38 Look, your house is left to you desolate. 39For I 
tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord.’[c]” 2

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2023&version=NIV


PHARISEES – THE FACE OF 
HYPOCRISY AND LEGALISM 

Matthew 23:1-39
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•The face of hypocrisy and Legalism

•Why are the pharisees dangerous?

•How to overcome hypocrisy and 
legalism?
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Source:https://www.biblegateway.com/blog/2021/03/passion-
week-visualized/ 5



SCRIBES AND PHARISEES

Image credit: www.brooklynmuseum.org/opencollection/objects/4549

Hebrew ”Perushim” Meaning Separated One
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HYPOCRITE

• Greek:  Hupokrites – A Play Actor;  Someone who Hide 
Behind a mask

• Hupo – “Under”  ;   Krino - “To Judge” 

• : a person who puts on a false appearance of virtue or 
religion. 2 : a person who acts in contradiction to his or 
her stated beliefs or feelings.

• Occurs 15 times in Matthew; 7 times in chapter 23
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Source: https://www.jesuschristformuslims.com/tag/judging-and-condemning-others/

Hypocrisy in Action…
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LEGALISM

“It is an obsessive conformity to an 
artificial standard for the purpose of 
exalting oneself.”

Chuck Swindoll
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THE FACE OF HYPOCRISY & LEGALISM

•Tradition Over Truth

23 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 2“The teachers of the 
law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 3 So you must be careful to do 
everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice 
what they preach. 4They tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and put them on 
other people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger 
to move them.
5“Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their 
phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments long; 6 they love the 
place of honor at banquets and the most important seats in the synagogues; 
7 they love to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces and to be called 
‘Rabbi’ by others.
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THE SABBATH LAWS

39 Categories of work

• 5.1 The Order of Bread 5.1.1 Planting

• 5.1.2 Plowing

• 5.1.3 Reaping

• 5.1.4 Gathering

• 5.1.5 Threshing/extraction

• 5.1.6 Winnowing

• 5.1.7 Sorting/purification

• 5.1.8 Grinding

• 5.1.9 Sifting

• 5.1.10 Kneading/amalgamation

• 5.1.11 Cooking/baking

• 5.2 The Order of Garments 5.2.1 Shearing

• 5.2.2 Scouring/laundering

• 5.2.3 Carding/combing wool

• 5.2.4 Dyeing

• 5.2.5 Spinning

• 5.2.6 Warping

• 5.2.7 Making two loops/threading heddles

• 5.2.8 Weaving

• 5.2.9 Separating two threads

• 5.2.10 Tying

• 5.2.11 Untying

• 5.2.12 Sewing

• 5.2.13 Tearing 11
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Source: https://update.gci.org/2013/05/worship-
styles/
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THE FACE OF HYPOCRISY & LEGALISM

• Tradition Over Truth

• Status Over Sanctification
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Matthew 23

23 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 2“The teachers of the 
law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 3 So you must be careful to do 
everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice 
what they preach. 4They tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and put them on 
other people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger 
to move them.
5“Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their 
phylacteries[a] wide and the tassels on their garments long; 6 they love the 
place of honor at banquets and the most important seats in the synagogues; 
7 they love to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces and to be called 
‘Rabbi’ by others.
8“But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you have one Teacher, and you are 
all brothers. 9And do not call anyone on earth ‘father,’ for you have one 
Father, and he is in heaven. 10Nor are you to be called instructors, for you 
have one Instructor, the Messiah. 11The greatest among you will be your 
servant. 12 For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 
humble themselves will be exalted.
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Image credit: www.pinterest.com/pin/545287467359565814/

phylacteries
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Deuteronomy 6:4~9

4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart

and with all your soul and with all your strength.
6 These commandments that I give you today

are to be on your hearts.
7 Impress them on your children.

Talk about them when you sit at home
and when you walk along the road,
when you lie down and when you get up.

8 Tie them as symbols on your hands
and bind them on your foreheads.

9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses
and on your gates. 16



• God (Num. 15:40).

• 39You will have these tassels to look 
at and so you will remember all the 
commands of the LORD, that you may 
obey them and not prostitute 
yourselves by chasing after the lusts 
of your own hearts and eyes. 40 Then 
you will remember to obey all my 
commands and will be consecrated to 
your God.
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Source: https://www.nordicneedle.net/newsletter-articles/papal-
regalia/#.Yqvff5BByZw
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THE FACE OF HYPOCRISY & LEGALISM

• Tradition Over Truth

• Status Over Sanctification

•Minor & Insignificant Over Major & Important
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16“Woe to you, blind guides! You say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it means 
nothing; but anyone who swears by the gold of the temple is bound by that oath.’ 
17You blind fools! Which is greater: the gold, or the temple that makes the gold 
sacred? 18You also say, ‘If anyone swears by the altar, it means nothing; but anyone 
who swears by the gift on the altar is bound by that oath.’ 19You blind men! Which 
is greater: the gift, or the altar that makes the gift sacred? 20Therefore, anyone 

who swears by the altar swears by it and by everything on it. 21And anyone who 
swears by the temple swears by it and by the one who dwells in it. 22And anyone 
who swears by heaven swears by God’s throne and by the one who sits on it.

23“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth 
of your spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important 
matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the 
latter, without neglecting the former. 24You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but 
swallow a camel.

25“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the 
outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 
26Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside 
also will be clean.
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WHY ARE THE PHARISEES 
DANGEROUS?

• 6 “Be careful,” Jesus said to them. “Be on your 
guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees.”

•Matthew 16:6
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Source: 
https://iservantmedia.blogspot.com/2013/02/
homily-5th-sunday-in-ordinary-time-call.html

“Woe is me! for I 
am undone; because 
I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I 
dwell in the midst of 
a people of unclean 
lips:”

Isaiah 6
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Source: https://faithandselfdefense.com/2021/11/17/the-
hebrew-roots-movement-part-2/ 24



HEBREW ROOTS CORE BELIEFS

• Old Testament and New Testament are Holy Books

• Salvation is through Christ but not observing the Torah is 
sin

• Believe the Greek text of the Bible is corrupted

• Believers must:
• Keep the Sabbath, 

• Celebrate Jewish Feasts, 

• Observe Dietary laws

• Christmas and Easter are paganistic!
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Romans 6: 14

“14For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but 
under grace.”

Romans 7:4-6

“So, my brothers and sisters, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, 
that you might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order 
that we might bear fruit for God. 5For when we were in the realm of the flesh,[a]

the sinful passions aroused by the law were at work in us, so that we bore fruit for 
death. 6But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the 
law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the 
written code.

Galatians 5:18

13You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your 
freedom to indulge the flesh[a]; rather, serve one another humbly in love. 14For the 
entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.”

18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.
26
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PAUL TO THE GALATIANS…
11 When Cephas (Peter) came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face,
because he stood condemned. 12 For before certain men came from 
James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began 
to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was 
afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. 13 The other 
Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even 
Barnabas was led astray.

Galatians 2:11-13
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WHY ARE THE PHARISEES DANGEROUS?

1. They shut people out of God’s kingdom!

13 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You 
shut the door of the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. You yourselves 
do not enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying to. [14] [b]

15 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You 
travel over land and sea to win a single convert, and when you have 
succeeded, you make them twice as much a child of hell as you are.
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WHY ARE THE PHARISEES SO 
DANGEROUS?

1. They shut people out of God’s kingdom!

2. They destroy people’s lives

• . 40 They devour widows’ houses and for a show make lengthy 
prayers. These men will be punished most severely.”  (Mark 12:40)

• 47 They devour widows’ houses and for a show make lengthy 
prayers. These men will be punished most severely.”  (Luke 20:47)
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HOW TO WE AVOID HYPOCRISY & 
LEGALISM?

• Acknowledge it exists and Repent

“Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, 
envy, and slander of every kind.”  (1 Peter 2:1)
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HOW TO WE AVOID HYPOCRISY & 
LEGALISM?

• Acknowledge it exists!

• Allow Grace to transform us

• “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all 
men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present 
age”.   (Titus 2:11-12)
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HOW TO WE AVOID HYPOCRISY & 
LEGALISM?

• Acknowledge it exists! 

• Allow Grace to transform us (Titus 2:)

• Build self-esteem upon Christ (Paul’s example)
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HOW TO WE AVOID HYPOCRISY & 
LEGALISM?

• Acknowledge it exists! 

• Allow Grace to transform us (Titus 2:)

• Build self-esteem upon Christ (Paul’s example)

• Love God, Love people 
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I have decided to follow Jesus

I would like to attend Alpha

I would like to join a Life Group

I have a prayer request
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