


There was a master of a house who 
planted a vineyard and put a fence 
around it,  and dug a winepress in it,  
and built a tower,   and leased it to 
tenants,  and then went into another 
country.  

 When the season for fruit drew near, he 
sent his servants to the tenants to get 
his fruit. Matthew 21:33-34



35   And the tenants took his servants 
and beat one, killed another, and 
stoned another. 

36   Again he sent other servants, more 
than the first. 

      And they did the same to them! 
37  Finally, he 



35   And the tenants took his servants 
and beat one, killed another, and 
stoned another. 

36   Again he sent other servants, more 
than the first. And they did the same 
to them. 

37  Finally, he sent his son to them, 
saying, ‘They will respect my son.’



38  But when the tenants saw the son,    
they said to themselves, ‘This is the 
heir.    

 Come, let us kill him and have his 
inheritance.

39  So they took him, threw him out of 
the vineyard, and killed him. 



40  When therefore the owner of the 
vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?
41  He will put those wretches to a 
miserable death and let out the vineyard to 
other tenants who will give him the fruits 
in their seasons.
45  When the chief priests and the 
Pharisees heard his parables, they 
perceived that Jesus was speaking about 
them.



Symbolism in parable:

1. Master:   God

2. Vineyard:  People of God

3. Tenants:  Religious leader

4. Servants:  Prophets

5. Son:   Jesus



1.  God is merciful, full of love.
a. He cares for His people



Isaiah 5:1  I will sing for the one I love
a song about his vineyard:
My loved one had a vineyard
    on a fertile hillside.
2  He dug it up and cleared it of stones
    and planted it with the choicest vines.
He built a watchtower in it
    and cut out a winepress as well.
Then he looked for a crop of good grapes,
    but it yielded only bad fruit.



4  What more could have been done 
for my vineyard

    than I have done for it?
When I looked for good grapes,
    why did it yield only bad?
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1.  God is merciful, full of love.
a. He cares for His people
b. He is patient, long-suffering



If we confess our sins, God is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

1 John 1: 9



1.  God is merciful, full of love.
a. He cares for His people
b. He is patient, long-suffering

2.  People often harden their hearts!

3.  Judgment is coming!
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40  When therefore the owner of the 
vineyard comes, what will he do to 
those tenants?
41  He will put those wretches to a 
miserable death and let out the 
vineyard to other tenants who will give 
him the fruits in their seasons.



42  Have you never read in the 
Scriptures:  ‘The stone that the 
builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone.   

   This was the Lord's doing;   
     and it is marvelous in our eyes’?’ 



 I thank you that you have answered 
me and have become my salvation. 

The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone. 

This is the LORD's doing; it is 
marvelous in our eyes. 

Psalm 118: 21-23
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1.  God is merciful, full of love.
a. He cares for His people
b. He is patient, long-suffering

2.  People often harden their hearts!

3.  Judgment is coming!

4.  Jesus provides Salvation. 



But God shows his love for us  in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. 

Romans 5:8



 I thank you that you have answered 
me and have become my salvation. 

The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone. 

This is the LORD's doing; it is 
marvelous in our eyes. 

Psalm 118: 21-23



1.  God is merciful, full of love.
a. He cares for His people
b. He is patient, long-suffering

2.  People often harden their hearts!

3.  Judgment is coming!

4.  Jesus provides Salvation. 
        He is the Cornerstone.



Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of 
God will be taken away from you! 

And it will be given to a people 
producing its fruits.

Matthew 21:43



Imagery of the stone / cornerstone:
Matthew 21: 42 & 44

A. Jesus is the Rock of our Salvation

B. He is the Cornerstone of the People 
of God

C.  Judgment



The one who falls on this stone will be 
broken to pieces;   and when it falls 
on anyone, it will crush him.

Matthew 21:44



The one who falls on this stone will be 
broken to pieces;   and when it falls 
on anyone, it will crush him.

Matthew 21:44



TODAY, if you hear God’s voice, 
do NOT harden your hearts!

    Psalm 95:7-8
Hebrews 3:7-8,  3:15,  4:7



Hebrews 1:1   In the past God spoke to 
our fathers through the prophets at 
many times and in various ways, 

2  but in these last days he has spoken 
to us by his Son, whom he appointed 
heir of all things. 



Hebrews 2:1 Therefore we must pay 
much closer attention to what we 
have heard,  lest we drift away from 
it. 

2:3  ‘How shall we escape if we neglect 
such a great salvation?’



When the chief priests and the 
Pharisees heard His parables, they 
knew that he was speaking about 
them.

Matthew 21:45






