
THE 
TRANSFIGURATION

Matthew 17:1-13



Jerusalem as early as the 7th century 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It is not known when the festival was first celebrated, but it was kept in Jerusalem as early as the 7th century and in most parts of the Byzantine Empire by the 9th century. It was gradually introduced into the Western Church, and its observance was fixed as August 6 by Pope Calixtus III in 1457 as a thank offering for the victory over the Turks at Belgrade on that day in 1456. In 2002 Pope John Paul II updated the meditations of the rosary with five “luminous mysteries,” of which the Transfiguration is one.Overshadowed by Resurrection SundayByzantine Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Churches.Armenian Apostolic Church.Coptic Catholic and Orthodox Churches.Ethiopian Catholic and Orthodox Churches.Roman Catholic Church.Old Catholic Church.Anglican Communion.Protestantism.



WHY THE TRANSFIGURATION?

Glimpse of Eternal Glory To Strengthen faith

Reveals to us that the cross is inseparable from crown

Informs our own transformation into the true nature of glory

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Christ’s Transfiguration aims at strengthening the apostles’ faith in anticipation of his Passion



Matthew 17:1 (ESV) And after six days Jesus took 
with him Peter and James, and John his brother, 
and led them up a high mountain by themselves.



BACKGROUND

Mark 9:2-8 Luke 9:28-36Matt 17: 1-13

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Today's passage on the trans it is found in all three synoptic gospels for their parallel passages in mark Chapter 9 verse 8 Luke 928 to 36 hence it is important that we get our information from all three passages to enrich our understanding of what the transfiguration means for us. The next thing that we need to do is to look at the context of the passage



LARGER CONTEXT

Jesus Ministry

Peters confession
Transfiguration

Crucifixion Resurrection
Ascension

Birth and early years

Road to Jerusalem

Final Phase of ministry

Baptism

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To gain an understanding today's passage we need to understand that the transfiguration occurs and sets off the final phase of Jesus ministry right after that He turns his face towards the final road to Jerusalem there will be no turning back once it gets there and there is crucifixion, then. Resurrection and Ascension. The Transfiguraition needs to be interpreted or seen in the light of these impending events



DEVASTATING BLOW TO NATIONAL HOPE

Peter’s 
Confession

Jesus death 
and 

Resurrection

Challenge to 
take up cross

Jesus death Our Loss and 
Suffering



PROPHETIC RAY OF LIGHT

Matthew 16:28 (ESV) Truly, I say to you, there are 
some standing here who will not taste death until 
they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”



A. THE TRANSFIGURATION IS A RESPONSE TO PRAYER

Luke 9:28-29 …he took with 
him Peter and John and 
James and went up on the 
mountain to pray. 29 And as 
he was praying, the 
appearance of his face was 
altered, and his clothing 
became dazzling white.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The move into the mountain was a deliberate move



Caesaria Phillipi



Mount Hermon

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Man can build all sorts of templesGod builds mountains far and far above whatever man can come up with



MOUNTAINS-PRAYER

Mount Ararat
Noah-Covenant

Mount Horeb
Mosaic Covenant

Mount Moriah
Abrahamic Covenant

Mount Horeb
God speaks to Elijah



BARIO –PRAYER MOUNTAIN

1973 ,1975, 1979, and 1984 



B. THE TRANSFIGURATION IS A GLIMPSE 
OF THE KINGDOM’S GLORY

Matthew 17:1-2 (ESV) And after six days Jesus took with 
him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them 
up a high mountain by themselves. 2 And he was 
transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, 
and his clothes became white as light. 3 And behold, there 
appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him.



METAMORPHOOO

Radical transformation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What we see in the transfiguration is the revelation of who Jesus was all along. The disciples see who Jesus really is! This is not a magic trick. It’s more a question of Jesus veiling himself most of the time





Matthew 17:2 ..his face shone like the sun, 
and his clothes became white as light.

Luke 9: 29b his face was altered, and his 
clothing became dazzling white.

Mark 9:2-3 (ESV) .. his clothes 
became radiant, intensely white, as 
no one on earth could bleach them.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Supernaturally white(New International Commentary on the New Testament (18 Vols.)) dullness of earthly conditions temporarily stripped away, so that the true nature of God’s “beloved Son”Not like Moses face in exodus 34 shining reflected(Tyndale New Testament Commentaries 2014 (20 Vol.)) His face shone like the sun recalls Moses in Exodus 34:29–35, and the garments white as light suggest a heavenly being (cf. 28:3; Luke 24:4); cf. the description of the ultimate glory of ‘the righteous’ in 13:43.light has always been a symbol of holiness, goodness, knowledge, wisdom, grace, hope, and God’s revelation



Shekinah Glory-Cloud
God’s glory is 
displayed as 
light.

Visual expression of the power, 
magnificence, worth, loveliness, 
and grandeur of his many 
perfections



Exodus 34

Exodus 3

Exodus 24



LIGHT AND GLORY

Ezekiel 1:28 Like the appearance of the bow that is in the 
cloud on the day of rain, so was the appearance of the 
brightness all around. Such was the appearance of the 
likeness of the glory of the LORD.



John 17:5 (ESV) And now, Father, glorify me 
in your own presence with the glory that I 
had with you before the world existed.



Humanity Divinity

METAMORPHOOO
End of Eclipse

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Greek word translated as “transfigured” in the NRSV is metamorphosis, which in English is, ah, metamorphosis. According to the Oxford English Dictionary this is “the action or process of changing in form, shape or substance; esp. transformation by magic or witchcraft.” But the metamorphosis, transformation, transfiguration of Jesus is not a change in form, shape, or substance, and is especially not transformation by magic or witchcraft. What we see in the transfiguration is the revelation of who Jesus was all along. The disciples see who Jesus really is! This is not a magic trick. It’s more a question of Jesus veiling himself most of the time. And of course, in Revelation, that Jesus is revealed again in the first chapter, and more importantly, in the Jesus revealed as the Lion of Judah who is really the Lamb bearing the marks of slaughter. �Frank R.light has always been a symbol of holiness, goodness, knowledge, wisdom, grace, hope, and God’s revelation



PETER’S 
TESTIMONY

2 Peter 1:16-17 (ESV) 
but we were 
eyewitnesses of his 
majesty. 17 For when 
he received honor and 
glory from God the 
Father



JOHN’S 
TESTIMONY

John 1:14 (ESV) And the 
Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son 
from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.



Hebrews 1: 3 He is the radiance of the 
glory of God and the exact imprint of 
his nature,

Visual expression of the power, magnificence, worth, loveliness, 
and grandeur of his many perfections

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
God’s glory is the magnificence, worth, loveliness, and grandeur of his many perfections Supernaturally white(New International Commentary on the New Testament (18 Vols.)) dullness of earthly conditions temporarily stripped away, so that the true nature of God’s “beloved Son”The glory of God is often in Scripture depicted as brightness, as shining, as light when his presence is made known; often it is accompanied by things like the burning bush, the presence of God as a glorious radiance. And that's important, I think, especially as the Bible speaks about things metaphorically, like light and darkness that is a common theme that is used throughout Scripture. And the concept of light is the concept of being visible, of actually having – We talk about shedding light on some sort of subject matter. It means that it is God's glory is both a sense of he's revealing or making himself visible and known, but also, glory has the notion of – When we look at the concept of the sun, for example, we are overwhelmed by the light, we can't stare at it, and so there's also a notion, ironically, not only of this kind of God's revealing himself in light and giving light to the world, but also there's another aspect of the brightness, or the greatness, or the glory of God in that it is so bright, so majestic and powerful, that it actually obscures or represents the fact that he dwells, for example, in unapproachable light. The light is so overwhelming, his glory is so great that we ultimately cannot get inside or overwhelm it, or the light shines in the darkness and the darkness does not comprehend it. So, that concept of shining glory, greatness and light is a beautiful metaphor for the immensity of God, the unapproachability in terms of his infinity, and yet it is this also beautiful metaphor of his revealing, of being seen, of making himself known, of bringing or giving light to the world. And so, it has a kind of dual, almost paradoxical meaning in Scripture when it talks about when, for example, we read about the glory of the Mt. Sinai experience where Moses came down, encountering God's glory, and he actually had to veil his face because people were terrified. And, of course, we find out also from the commentary in the New Testament of 2 Corinthians chapter 3 and 4 that in fact that veiling represented the fact that as glorious as the Ten Commandments were, as glorious as the law was, that in Christ a greater glory has come. And so, we see the notion of an even brighter light, of an even more amazing revelation of God. So, we become you know, we are changed from glory to glory in the sense that we become increasingly bright. We become a greater and greater light as we become more and more like Jesus Christ. So, I love that fact that the notion of glory is both the incomprehensibility and majesty and greatness of God, but it's also this notion that he's revealing himself and letting himself be known and seen in the world in all these wonderful ways. Answer by Dr. Lewis WinklerNot like Moses face in exodus 34 shining reflected(Tyndale New Testament Commentaries 2014 (20 Vol.)) His face shone like the sun recalls Moses in Exodus 34:29–35, and the garments white as light suggest a heavenly being (cf. 28:3; Luke 24:4); cf. the description of the ultimate glory of ‘the righteous’ in 13:43.Further, God’s glory is intrinsic and extrinsic. God’s intrinsic glory refers to the inherent glory that belongs to him alone as God, independent of his works. He is glorious in his perfections; he is magnificent; he is beautiful. God’s extrinsic glory is his intrinsic glory partially communicated in his works of creation, providence, redemption, and consummation.Even more particularly, the triune God who is glorious displays his glory, largely through his creation, image-bearers, providence, and redemptive acts. God’s people respond by glorifying him. God receives glory and, through uniting his people to Christ, shares his glory with them—all to his glory.



Psalms 19:1 (ESV) The heavens 
declare the glory of God,
and the sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
God created the light we call the sun and stars. Yet, God’s glory shines like the sun and stars. The simple answer is that deep inside the core of the Sun, enough protons can collide into each other with enough speed that they stick together to form a helium nucleus and generate a tremendous amount of  energy at the same time. This process is called nuclear  fusion. Every second, a star like our Sun converts 4 million tons of its material into heat and light through the process of nuclear fusion.But God had already created the universe replete with Trillions and Trillions of stars powered bu fusion energy not years and yearsLight was the very first thing God createdIt is the greatest clue to the glory of GodThe really wonderful moments of joy in this world are not the moments of self-satisfaction, but self-forgetfulness . To make them feel good about themselves when they were made to feel good about seeing God is like taking someone to the Alps and locking him in a room full of mirrors.  



WE ARE CREATED FOR HIS GLORY

Isaiah 43:7 (ESV) everyone who is called by my 
name, whom I created for my glory,

whom I formed and made.”

We were made to see and savor God—and savoring him, to be supremely satisfied 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We were made to see and savor God—and savoring him, to be supremely satisfied Sin is when we fall short of that glory for which we were made



UK based JET Lab

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Major breakthrough on nuclear fusion energyJonathan Amos�Science correspondent�https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-60312633Media caption, Watch the five-second pulse light up the JET reactorEuropean scientists say they have made a major breakthrough in their quest to develop practical nuclear fusion - the energy process that powers the stars.The UK-based JET laboratory has smashed its own world record for the amount of energy it can extract by squeezing together two forms of hydrogen.If nuclear fusion can be successfully recreated on Earth it holds out the potential of virtually unlimited supplies of low-carbon, low-radiation energy.The experiments produced 59 megajoules of energy over five seconds (11 megawatts of power).This is more than double what was achieved in similar tests back in 1997.It's not a massive energy output - only enough to boil about 60 kettles' worth of water. But the significance is that it validates design choices that have been made for an even bigger fusion reactor now being constructed in France."The JET experiments put us a step closer to fusion power," said Dr Joe Milnes, the head of operations at the reactor lab. "We've demonstrated that we can create a mini star inside of our machine and hold it there for five seconds and get high performance, which really takes us into a new realm."US lab takes further step towards fusion goalFive sites named in nuclear fusion plant shortlistScience leaders: Europe spat will weaken researchImage caption, Ultimately, the process would be used to drive steam turbines to generate electricityThe ITER facility in southern France is supported by a consortium of world governments, including from EU member states, the US, China and Russia. It is expected to be the last step in proving nuclear fusion can become a reliable energy provider in the second half of this century.Operating the power plants of the future based on fusion would produce no greenhouse gases and only very small amounts of short-lived radioactive waste."These experiments we've just completed had to work," said JET CEO Prof Ian Chapman. "If they hadn't then we'd have real concerns about whether ITER could meet its goals. "This was high stakes and the fact that we achieved what we did was down to the brilliance of people and their trust in the scientific endeavour," he told BBC News.IMAGE SOURCE, JET/UKAEAImage caption, The walls of the JET reactor were changed to a material made from beryllium and tungstenFusion works on the principle that energy can be released by forcing together atomic nuclei rather than by splitting them, as in the case of the fission reactions that drive existing nuclear power stations.In the core of the Sun, huge gravitational pressures allow this to happen at temperatures of around 10 million Celsius. At the much lower pressures that are possible on Earth, temperatures to produce fusion need to be much higher - above 100 million Celsius.No materials exist that can withstand direct contact with such heat. So, to achieve fusion in a lab, scientists have devised a solution in which a super-heated gas, or plasma, is held inside a doughnut-shaped magnetic field.The Joint European Torus (JET), sited at Culham in Oxfordshire, has been pioneering this fusion approach for nearly 40 years. And for the past 10 years, it has been configured to replicate the anticipated ITER set-up.The fusion announcement is great news but sadly it won't help in our battle to lessen the effects of climate change.There's huge uncertainty about when fusion power will be ready for commercialisation. One estimate suggests maybe 20 years. Then fusion would need to scale up, which would mean a delay of perhaps another few decades.And here's the problem: the need for carbon-free energy is urgent - and the government has pledged that all electricity in the UK must be zero emissions by 2035. That means nuclear, renewables and energy storage.In the words of my colleague Jon Amos: "Fusion is not a solution to get us to 2050 net zero. This is a solution to power society in the second half of this century."The French lab's preferred "fuel" to make the plasma will be a mix of two forms, or isotopes, of hydrogen called deuterium and tritium.JET was asked to demonstrate a lining for the 80-cubic-metre toroidal vessel enclosing the magnetic field that would work efficiently with these isotopes. For its record-breaking experiments in 1997, JET had used carbon, but carbon absorbs tritium, which is radioactive. So for the latest tests, new walls for the vessel were constructed out of the metals beryllium and tungsten. These are 10 times less absorbent. The JET science team then had to tune their plasma to work effectively in this new environment."This is a stunning result because they managed to demonstrate the greatest amount of energy output from the fusion reactions of any device in history," commented Dr Arthur Turrell, the author of The Star Builders: Nuclear Fusion And The Race To Power The Planet."It's a landmark because they demonstrated stability of the plasma over five seconds. That doesn't sound very long, but on a nuclear timescale, it's a very, very long time indeed. And it's very easy then to go from five seconds to five minutes, or five hours, or even longer."IMAGE SOURCE, JET/UKAEAImage caption, French President François Mitterrand and the Queen formally opened JET in 1984JET can't actually run any longer because its copper electromagnets get too hot. For ITER, internally cooled superconducting magnets will be used.Fusion reactions in the lab famously consume more energy to initiate than they can output. At Jet, two 500 megawatt flywheels are used to run the experiments.But there is solid evidence that this deficit can be overcome in the future as the plasmas are scaled up. ITER's toroidal vessel volume will be 10 times that of JET. It's hoped the French lab will get to breakeven. The commercial power plants that come after should then show a net gain that could be fed into electricity grids.This is a long game and it's significant that of the 300 or so scientists working as JET, a quarter are in the early part of their careers. They will have to carry the baton of research forward."Fusion takes a long time, it is complex, it is difficult," said Dr Athina Kappatou, who's in her thirties. "This is why we have to ensure that from one generation to the next, there are the scientists, there are the engineers and the technical staff who can take things forward." Many technical challenges remain, however. In Europe, these challenges are being worked on by the Eurofusion consortium, which comprises some 5,000 science and engineering experts from across the EU, Switzerland and Ukraine.The UK is a participant, too. Its full involvement in ITER, however, will require first for Britain to "associate" to certain EU science programmes, something that so far has been held up by disagreements over post-Brexit trading arrangements, particularly in relation to Northern Ireland.JET is likely to be decommissioned after 2023 with ITER beginning plasma experiments in 2025, or soon after. IMAGE SOURCE, ITERImage caption, The ITER reactor is under construction at Cadarache in the south of France



WE TRY TO PRODUCE OUR OWN GLORY

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The combined two isotopes of Hydrogen Deuterium and Tritrium and produced 



11 Megawatts of power for 5 seconds
Took 20 years from 4 Megawatts 1997

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A flash of energy 11 Megawatts for 5 seconds enough to boil 60 kettels of waterYou might not think it is much but the last time they did that with nuclear fusion was 20 years ago and produced only 4 megawatts of power A historic record has been broken: 59 megajoules, held for 5 secondsDuring a 1997 experiment, researchers at Joint European Torus (JET) managed to generate 21.7 megajoules of energy by fusion, a mark that has just been pulverized by the record of 59 megajoules achieved in the new experiment. Fusion power (equivalent to energy generated per second) achieved in 1997 was 4 megawatts on average, while the last JET experiment reached 11 megawatts.59 Megajoules of energy for 5 secondsBy Charles Dunkin - February 9, 2022 https://blazetrends.com/59-megajoules-of-energy-for-5-seconds/Fusion power is getting closer and closer. In the last JET experiment, with Spanish participation, they managed to keep a plasma (more or less a star) confined, generating an energy of 59 megajoules, for 5 seconds. During a 1997 experiment, researchers from, Joint European Torus (JET) managed to generate 21.7 megajoules of energy by fusion, a mark that has just been pulverized by the record of 59 megajoules achieved in the new experiment.Keeping a “star” contained in a tank for five seconds is still not enough. The challenges of nuclear fusion as the energy that powers the future remain enormous. However, with each passing day we are closer. Achieving nuclear fusion is a scientific endeavor by humanity.Fusion is the process that powers stars like our Sun, called to become a source of unlimited and safe electricity generation using small amounts of fuel.REACTIVE NUCLEI MUST BE STIMULATED AT TEMPERATURES ABOUT 10 TIMES GREATER THAN THAT OF THE CENTER OF THE SUN.Fusion is a nuclear reaction in which two light nuclei, such as the hydrogen isotopes deuterium and tritium, come together to form a heavier nucleus, releasing enormous amounts of energy. The strategy based on magnetic confinement, which is used by JET and also by ITER, requires heating the reacting nuclei to temperatures about 10 times higher than the center of the Sun (estimated at about 15 million degrees Celsius) and thermal insulation surrounding environment through a strong magnetic field (about 100,000 times the Earth’s magnetic field).Matter at these extreme temperatures consists of a highly ionized gas called plasma. A commercial fusion plant would use the energy produced by fusion reactions to generate electricity. Fusion has enormous potential as a low-carbon energy source.A historic record has been broken: 59 megajoules, held for 5 secondsDuring a 1997 experiment, researchers at Joint European Torus (JET) managed to generate 21.7 megajoules of energy by fusion, a mark that has just been pulverized by the record of 59 megajoules achieved in the new experiment. Fusion power (equivalent to energy generated per second) achieved in 1997 was 4 megawatts on average, while the last JET experiment reached 11 megawatts.The video is a real shot on the JET. Shows the power log time:Producing fusion reactions is relatively simple, it can be done in any laboratory with a small accelerator. The difficulty lies in producing a sufficient number of reactions continuously (or at least for long periods of time) so that the energy produced is greater than that invested in the process. 5 seconds is still not enough. But we moved on.THE RESULTS ARE SO FAR THE CLEAREST DEMONSTRATION IN 25 YEARS OF FUSION’S POTENTIAL TO PROVIDE SAFE, LOW-CARBON ENERGY.Spanish researchers from Center for Energy, Environmental and Technological Research (CIEMAT), participated in the experiment carried out in the Joint European Torus(JET). The results are so far the clearest demonstration in 25 years of fusion’s potential to provide safe, low-carbon energy.What is JET?JET is the world’s largest operational magnetic confinement fusion facility. Due to its size and design, the JET device uses materials similar to those that will be used in ITER, making this installation a crucial test bench for the launch of ITER, the most important collaborative scientific project in history. In particular, it is the only fusion facility in the world that, to date, can use the same combination of deuterium and tritium needed in fusion reactors.�CIEMAT researchers Elena de la Luna, who acted as one of the leaders of the group (task force leaders) of the experimental campaign, and Emilia Rodríguez Solano, scientific coordinator of several experiments, belong to the international scientific group of the consortium EUROMerger, who participated in recent experiments carried out on the European JET device.The path to ITTERThe JET record is the result of more than two decades of progress in nuclear fusion research in Europe and contributes to the preparation of the international ITER project, which is one of the pillars of the EUROfusion strategic plan for the development of nuclear fusion. fusion energy. ITER is an international science project aimed at demonstrating the scientific and technological feasibility of fusion energy, which will be the largest experimental fusion facility in the world.JET USED THE DEUTERIUM AND TRITIUM FUSION FUEL MIXTURE, THE ONE PLANNED FOR THE ITER EXPERIMENTThe JET used the deuterium and tritium fusion fuel mixture, the one planned for the ITER experiment. As explained by De la Luna, JET is the device that is closest to ITER due to its size and design, so the results obtained in JET “allow to prepare ITER with much more relevant data that we did not have until now”. Furthermore, JET is the only fusion device that can use tritium today, the researcher added.Rodríguez Solano highlighted the contribution of basic research, which facilitates access to fusion in JET and will do so in ITER in the future. “It was exciting and exhausting to do this work with an international team of 50 people,” said the researcher.The EUROfusion consortiumthe consortium Eurofusion, co-financed by the European Union, it includes 4,800 specialists, students and technicians from 28 countries. Approximately 140 of them are linked to CIEMAT and another 150 to other R&D centers, universities and Spanish industries. Within the consortium, researchers Mervi Mantsinen, from Barcelona Supercomputing Center-National Supercomputing Center (BSC-CNS), and Eleonora Viezzer, from the Plasma Science and Fusion Technology from the University of Seville, are scientific coordinators of two of the JET experiments.In a context of mitigating the effects of climate change through the decarbonization of energy generation, these results constitute a fundamental step in the scientific-technological roadmap of nuclear fusion as a safe, efficient and low-emission means to face the global energy crisis .ITER Director-General Bernand Bigot explained that “a sustained pulse of deuterium-tritium fusion at this power level, almost on an industrial scale, is a resounding confirmation for everyone involved in the global pursuit of fusion.” “For the ITER project, the JET results give us great confidence that we are on the right track to demonstrate the feasibility of fusion energy,” he stressed.



15 million degrees Celsius

OUR GLORY IS TRANSIENT

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
But to do that they had to resort to heating the reacting nuclei to temperatures about 10 times higher than the center of the Sun (estimated at about 15 million degrees Celsius) and thermal insulation surrounding environment through a strong magnetic field (about 100,000 times the Earth’s magnetic field)., it includes 4,800 specialists, students and technicians from 28 countries



WE PURSUE IT IN EACH OTHER

4 ½-rotation trick with two off-axis flips 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
BEIJING — Eileen Gu stood on two skis at the top of a 200-foot high jump built in the middle of a city where, even at 18 years of age, her image is already ubiquitous. She mimicked the movements of the trick she was about to employ, paused for one last deep breath and started gathering speed toward the ramp that would launch Gu toward her destiny.In this sport of big air, there is rarely much that falls in between horrifying crashes and feats of genius. To win the gold medal, Gu was going to have to do something she’d never pulled off anywhere except in her imagination. When she landed safely at the bottom of the hill, having successfully executed a double cork 1620 – a 4 ½-rotation trick with two off-axis flips that represents the furthest boundary any female freestyle skier has ever pushed – Gu dropped to her knees in disbelief.She had done the hardest thing she could possibly do at the only moment she could do it to win the gold medal. In a better world than the one we’re living in, it would have transcended everything about her life, the choices she’s made and the country she now represents on the Olympic stage.But we don’t live in that world. And so Gu – who was born in the United States, lives in San Francisco and will attend college at Stanford this fall – now enters a new reality where millions of her countrymen and women who did not care about her citizenship on Monday will wake up Tuesday asking why she competes for the country where her mother was born and not her own.They will scrutinize her words, call her a traitor, lob racist insults, tell her to stay in China and root for her to fail. She will almost certainly be culture war fodder on Fox News for days, but she will not find safe harbor on either the political left or right. The consequences of the choice she made in 2019, which nobody outside this niche sport would have known or cared about, will be evident in ways that even a young woman as intelligent and self-aware as Gu may not fully understand.She pulled off the feat with a daring trick on her third and final run. Gu performed—and landed perfectly—a double cork 1620 jump, a trick that includes spinning four and a half times in the air while rotating. She had never performed that trick in competition before, NPR reported, and hadn’t planned on doing so at the Olympics.1620 degress means 4 and ½ spins n two backflips while doing this





Gender Equality and 
female representation in 
athletic competitions 
Black Lives Matter
Anti Asian pandemic

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Per The Economist, Eileen Gu is an outspoken supporter of several social justice causes, particularly addressing anti-Asian sentiment surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic, which she herself experienced, via The Economist's report. Furthermore, she supports gender equality and female representation in athletic competition, via Lifestyle Asia, and the Black Lives Matter movement, per The South China Morning Post (SCMP). On the topic of anti-Asian discrimination during the pandemic, she told the SCMP, "It breaks my heart to see something like this hit so close to home."Read More: https://www.grunge.com/761318/5-facts-about-olympian-eileen-gu/?utm_campaign=clipExclusive |  Eileen Gu calls out ‘domestic terrorism’ of Asian-Americans amid spike in coronavirus-related violence – ‘killing more Asian people isn’t going to kill the virus’The 17-year-old two-time world champion recalls fleeing a racially charged attack with her grandmother last year‘It really comes from bigotry and a lack of information’ said Gu, an advocate for race and gender equalityAndrew McNicol+ FOLLOWPublished: 3:07pm, 18 Mar, 2021Why you can trust SCMPTOP PICKSNews10,000 wait for hospital admission as Covid swamps Hong Kong health system15 Feb 2022CoronavirusSingapore and Hong Kong on their own as global travel rebounds from Covid-1914 Feb 2022NewsAfter more looting, Chinese embassy warns citizens in Solomons to be safe14 Feb 2022CoronavirusHousing blocks ‘to be used for Covid isolation’; Hong Kong facing 1,510 cases15 Feb 2022Chinese skier Eileen Gu Ailing with her grandmother, Guo Zhenseng, at their home in San Francisco, California in 2021. Photo: Instagram/Eileen GuChinese-American freeski sensation Eileen Gu Ailing is still traumatised from her experiences of racially motivated hatred towards Asian-Americans, the most terrifying encounter occurring in the company of her more than 80-year-old Chinese immigrant grandmother.“It breaks my heart to see something like this hit so close to home,” the 17-year-old San Francisco-born Gu told the Post, responding to news of the eight people – most of Asian descent – being killed in as series of shootingsin Atlanta, Georgia on Tuesday.“I remember at the beginning of the pandemic, I was with my grandma in a Walgreens in San Francisco and this haphazard, haggard man runs in screaming profanities about Asian people and how they were bringing the virus in and how it was super dangerous. I don’t think I’ve ever felt fear like that in my entire life.�in 



OUR GLORY IS IMPERFECT



Brain

Heart

Courage

Wizard of Oz 1939

Yet we pursue it fill up our emptiness

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 I think one of the cutest quotes is when Dorothy asks Scarecrow how he can talk if he had no brain, to which he replies: "I don't know, but some people without brains do an awful lot of talking, don't they?the Wizard gives the Scarecrow brains (made out of bran, pins and needles – in reality, a placebo, as he has been the most intelligent of the group all along)Lion given liquid to drink and becomes a bullyThe Wizard of Oz, American musical film, released in 1939, that was based on the book of the same name by L. Frank Baum. Though not an immediate financial or critical success, it became one of the most enduring family films of all time.Judy Garland in The Wizard of OzJudy Garland as Dorothy Gale in The Wizard of Oz (1939).© 1939 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Inc.Dorothy Gale (played by Judy Garland), a young girl from Kansas, decides to run away from her aunt and uncle’s farmhouse with her dog, Toto, who is in danger of being put down for biting a neighbour. After an encounter on the road with fortune-teller Professor Marvel, a well-meaning charlatan, Dorothy is persuaded to return home to her family. Before they can be reunited, however, she is knocked unconscious during a tornado. When she awakens, she and her farmhouse, along with Toto, are being transported to the Land of Oz, a magical place inhabited by strange characters, including munchkins, talking trees, and witches. Dorothy’s house lands in the midst of Oz’s Munchkinland, and she soon realizes it has fallen on and killed the Wicked Witch of the East, whose powerful ruby slippers are magically transported onto Dorothy’s own feet. Though the munchkins celebrate Dorothy for her inadvertent act, the evil witch’s sister, the Wicked Witch of the West(Margaret Hamilton), vows to kill Dorothy in order to avenge her sister and retrieve the powerful ruby slippers. Glinda the Good Witch (Billie Burke) instructs Dorothy to follow the yellow brick road that runs to the Emerald City, where it is said that a powerful wizard will be able to grant her wish to return home.(Left to right) Ray Bolger, Jack Haley, Judy Garland, and Bert Lahr running arm in arm through a poppy field in a scene from The Wizard of Oz (1939).© 1939 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Inc.BRITANNICA QUIZHollywood Films in the 1930s QuizWho played the starring role in the 1934 film Cleopatra, directed by Cecil B. DeMille? What is the name of the dog who starred in the Thin Man series? Test your knowledge. Take the quiz.On her way Dorothy befriends a Scarecrow (Ray Bolger) in search of a brain, a Tin Man (Jack Haley) looking for a heart, and a Cowardly Lion (Bert Lahr) in need of some courage. They are tormented by the witch on their journey but manage to reach the Emerald City. Before the Wizard of Oz will grant their wishes, however, he demands that they bring him the Wicked Witch of the West’s broomstick. After battling flying monkeys, they infiltrate her castle, where Dorothy drenches the witch with a bucket of water, causing her to melt into a harmless puddle. Dorothy and her friends return to the Emerald City with the witch’s broomstick only to discover that the Wizard is a fraud, possessing no real powers. With the help of her magical ruby slippers and Glinda, however, Dorothy is able to return to Kansas, where she is reminded that “there’s no place like home.” In a departure from Baum’s book, her trip to Oz is portrayed as an elaborate dream sequence.The Scarecrow wanted a brain, the Tin Woodman wanted a heart, and the Cowardly Lion wanted courage.I’m originally from Kansas, so I’ve heard many times throughout my travels of being from the land of Oz, Dorothy and Toto. The Wizard of Oz, however, is a good story and one that’s stood the test of time. It’s also one instance where the movie might have eclipsed the popularity of the original story in the book. There’s a scene in The Wizard of Oz in which Dorothy, the Scarecrow, Tin Man and Lion encounter the “real” wizard. You remember, right? The giant screen has shown a powerful, larger-than-life person whose booming voice rings out across Emerald City. Toto pulls back the curtain, however, and everyone finds that the wizard is just a man. It’s all showbiz, lights and amplification. His cry of “pay no attention to the man behind the curtain” falls on deaf ears. When the curtain is pulled back, he is seen for what he is.��In our text today, the curtain is pulled back and someone is seen for who he is, too. Unlike the wizard of Oz, though, this person is far more than just a man. Jesus was transfigured before Peter, James and John and “his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him” (vs. 2-3). These three apostles saw the curtain pulled back for Jesus and they were awed by his glory and power. It was so great they fell to the ground in fear. ��Pulling back the curtain showed just who Jesus is. Have you seen him? �Bill T.



Someday I'll wish 
upon a star
And wake up where 
the clouds are far 
behind me.
Where troubles melt 
like lemon drops,
High above the 
chimney tops,
That's where you'll 
find me.





ISAIAH 60:19 (ESV)

The sun shall be no more

your light by day,

nor for brightness shall the moon

give you light;

but the LORD will be your everlasting light,

and your God will be your glory.

Revelation 21:22-24



Moses-reflected divine 
glory in the Law

Elijah proclaimed divine 
glory in the prophecy

C. TRANSFIGURATION IS THE 
CONFIRMATION OF WHO JESUS IS

THE WHOLE OT POINTED TO JESUS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Why these two? Both seen God’s gloryElijah saw the fire from heaven pount carmelMoses Mt Nebo..Jesus was to fulfil the lawJesus was Messiah what peter said will be confirmed by Elijah and MosesAll the sacrifices pointed to himAll the prophesies pointed to JesusMoses gone 1400 years and Elijah 900 yearsElijah taken up Moses laid foundation of their faith..law giverElijah was the restorer of itTogetyher they summariesed the hole meassge ot OTMoses was the lawgiver and Jesus was accused of transgressing the law; Elijah was the great opponent of idolatry and Jesus’ enemies were troubled by the excessively close proximity to God in which he placed himself. ((Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary (CCEC) 24 Vols) As the one God used to reveal His law, Moses had reflected divine glory. He literally beheld God, albeit in a veiled depiction (since, according to Exod 33:20, no one can see God and live). Elijah, the person on the other side of Jesus on the mountain, played a different role. While Moses had reflected divine glory, Elijah had proclaimed divine glory. The prophet’s confrontation of the prophets of Baal in 1 Kings 19 is perhaps the clearest example of this truth.In 1 Kings 18 Elijah challenged the prophets of Baal on another mountain—Mount Carmel. He proclaimed the glory of the one true God over Baal and other gods that were being worshiped by God’s people. Elijah proclaimed God’s glory, and God brought fire down from heaven. Then, in 1 Kings 19, Elijah fled for his life in fear of Jezebel. The story of his hiding out and of God’s revelation to Him on Mount Horeb is given in verses 9-13. Elijah learned that God’s glory is not only revealed in impressive displays of power, but also in less spectacular ways, even in a “soft whisper” (1 Kgs 19:12). More could be said about this passage, but suffice to say at this point that God had taken two men—Moses representing the law of God and Elijah representing the prophets—at strategic points to a mountain where He had shown them His glory. Their lives were changed in visible ways as a result. All this helps form the backdrop for Matthew 17.As the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets, Jesus now reveals divine glory. For our purposes, that word “reveals” is key. Jesus was not merely reflecting or proclaiming divine glory; Jesus was the revelation of divine glory. To put it another way, Jesus doesn't just mirror or imitate the glory of God; Jesus is the glory of God.(Tyndale New Testament Commentaries 2014 (20 Vol.)) The significance of Moses and Elijah here has been variously understood as (a) representing the law and the prophets (though the fact that Elijah is not represented among the prophetic writings of the Old Testament is against this); (b) two of the three Old Testament men of God who traditionally did not die (Enoch was the other; according to Deut. 34 Moses did die, but his burial by God had developed by the first century AD into a belief in his ‘assumption’); (c) two great leaders who talked with God at Mount Sinai (Gundry); (d) the two whose ‘return’ was expected in connection with the Messianic age. The last seems most relevant in this context, where their appearance underlines the Messianic role of Jesus, though none of the others is thereby ruled out. It may also be relevant that both Moses and Elijah in their God-given missions experienced rejection and suffering. Jesus is thus indicated as the one in whom the pattern of God’s Old Testament servants reaches its ultimate fulfilment.



WITNESSES TO 
MESSIAH

Two to three witnesses..Peter’s testimony

Both seen God’s glory…Mt Sinai, Carmel

Moses laid the foundation of the Law  …All 
the sacrifices pointed to him 

Elijah represented prophets and All the 
prophesies pointed to Jesus

Moses was the lawgiver and Jesus was 
accused of transgressing the law

Elijah was the great opponent of idolatry

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Two to three witnesses..Peter’s testinomyBoth seen God’s glory…Mt Sinai, CarmelMoses laid the foundation of the Law  …All the sacrifices pointed to him Elijah represented prophets and All the prophesies pointed to JesusMoses gone 1400 years and Elijah 900 yearsElijah taken up Moses laid foundation of their faith..law giverElijah was the restorer of itTogetyher they summariesed the hole meassge ot OTMoses was the lawgiver and Jesus was accused of transgressing the law; Elijah was the great opponent of idolatry and Jesus’ enemies were troubled by the excessively close proximity to God in which he placed himself. 



THE CONTEXT OF TRANSFIGURATION

Jesus is the Christ
Matt 16:13-20

Prophecy
cross

Matt 16:21-23

Living the  cross
Matt 16:24-28

Transfiguration
Matt 17:1-13

Prophecy  
cross

Matt 17: 22-23

THE NATURE OF THE MESSIAH



THE THIRD WITNESS
Matt 17:5b  This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well 
pleased; listen to him.



Moses gone for 1400 years
Elijah  gone for 800 years

D. TRANSFIGURATION IS THE PREVIEW OF 
OUR ETERNAL HOPE

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Why these two? Both seen God’s gloryElijah saw the fire from heaven pount carmelMoses Mt Nebo..Jesus was to fulfil the lawJesus was Messiah what peter said will be confirmed by Elijah and MosesAll the sacrifices pointed to himAll the prophesies pointed to JesusMoses gone 1400 years and Elijah 900 yearsElijah taken up Moses laid foundation of their faith..law giverElijah was the restorer of itTogetyher they summariesed the hole meassge ot OTMoses was the lawgiver and Jesus was accused of transgressing the law; Elijah was the great opponent of idolatry and Jesus’ enemies were troubled by the excessively close proximity to God in which he placed himself. ((Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary (CCEC) 24 Vols) As the one God used to reveal His law, Moses had reflected divine glory. He literally beheld God, albeit in a veiled depiction (since, according to Exod 33:20, no one can see God and live). Elijah, the person on the other side of Jesus on the mountain, played a different role. While Moses had reflected divine glory, Elijah had proclaimed divine glory. The prophet’s confrontation of the prophets of Baal in 1 Kings 19 is perhaps the clearest example of this truth.In 1 Kings 18 Elijah challenged the prophets of Baal on another mountain—Mount Carmel. He proclaimed the glory of the one true God over Baal and other gods that were being worshiped by God’s people. Elijah proclaimed God’s glory, and God brought fire down from heaven. Then, in 1 Kings 19, Elijah fled for his life in fear of Jezebel. The story of his hiding out and of God’s revelation to Him on Mount Horeb is given in verses 9-13. Elijah learned that God’s glory is not only revealed in impressive displays of power, but also in less spectacular ways, even in a “soft whisper” (1 Kgs 19:12). More could be said about this passage, but suffice to say at this point that God had taken two men—Moses representing the law of God and Elijah representing the prophets—at strategic points to a mountain where He had shown them His glory. Their lives were changed in visible ways as a result. All this helps form the backdrop for Matthew 17.As the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets, Jesus now reveals divine glory. For our purposes, that word “reveals” is key. Jesus was not merely reflecting or proclaiming divine glory; Jesus was the revelation of divine glory. To put it another way, Jesus doesn't just mirror or imitate the glory of God; Jesus is the glory of God.(Tyndale New Testament Commentaries 2014 (20 Vol.)) The significance of Moses and Elijah here has been variously understood as (a) representing the law and the prophets (though the fact that Elijah is not represented among the prophetic writings of the Old Testament is against this); (b) two of the three Old Testament men of God who traditionally did not die (Enoch was the other; according to Deut. 34 Moses did die, but his burial by God had developed by the first century AD into a belief in his ‘assumption’); (c) two great leaders who talked with God at Mount Sinai (Gundry); (d) the two whose ‘return’ was expected in connection with the Messianic age. The last seems most relevant in this context, where their appearance underlines the Messianic role of Jesus, though none of the others is thereby ruled out. It may also be relevant that both Moses and Elijah in their God-given missions experienced rejection and suffering. Jesus is thus indicated as the one in whom the pattern of God’s Old Testament servants reaches its ultimate fulfilment.



THE GLORY OF GOD EMPOWERS US 
TO BE LIKE HIM

1 John 3:2-3 (ESV) Beloved, we are God's children now, 
and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we 
know that when he appears we shall be like him, 
because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone 
who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Not just a theoretical possibility but a concrete reality



THE GLORY OF GOD GIVES US 
REAL HOPE

Matthew 13:43 (ESV) Then the righteous will shine 
like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who 
has ears, let him hear.



PSALMS 3:3-4 (ESV)

But you, O LORD, are a 
shield about me,

my glory, and the lifter of 
my head.

4 I cried aloud to the LORD, 
and he answered me from 
his holy hill.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
     In Psalm 3:3 David says to God, You are “my glory.”  He prized HIM, and found glory and honor and pride in him when everything else failed.  We saw last week that the introduction to this Psalm tells us that this is “A Psalm of David, when he fled from Absalom his son.”  II Samuel 15 tells us the story.  Absalom had beguiled the people of Israel and turned them all against David, and he had to flee for his life.  He had lost his kingdom, his riches, his army, his family, his own son! — his own personal glory was now trampled in the dust and in dishonor – he had lost everything in the world!  But David could still say to God: “YOU are my glory!”  God was more important to him than anything else – than everything else together!      As we saw, that word “glory” means “weighty”.  When David said that God was his “glory”, he was saying that God is the “Weightiest” thing in his life.  He was saying that you could put everything else one side of the scale, and God on the other, and He outweighs it all.  He is the glory.  There is nothing more important.Over and over the Bible tells us that GOD is to be the glory of His people.  This is what we were created for, to experience the glory of God.  It is what we LOST when we sinned: “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  We turned away from God, and looked for glory in other things, but Jesus came to die on the cross and pay for our sins, so that if we would turn away from finding glory in the wrong things, and turn back to God, that we could be forgiven, and know again that glory of God which we were MADE to experience So when we are saved, the most important thing we gain is NOT “mansions” or “streets of gold” or “pearly gates”, but the glory of God forever in His presence – what we lost when we sinned.  The glory of God will be our eternal joy, and it is to be our pursuit while we live on earth.  God is to be our glory. 



WHY THE TRANSFIGURATION?

Glimpse of Eternal Glory To Strengthen faith

Reveals to us that the cross is inseparable from crown

Informs our own transformation into the true nature of glory

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Christ’s Transfiguration aims at strengthening the apostles’ faith in anticipation of his Passion



WHAT WERE THEY TALKING ABOUT ?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Why these two? Both seen God’s gloryElijah saw the fire from heaven pount carmelMoses Mt Nebo..Elijah taken up Moses laid foundation of their faith..law giverElijah was the restorer of itTogetyher they summariesed the hole meassge ot OTMoses was the lawgiver and Jesus was accused of transgressing the law; Elijah was the great opponent of idolatry and Jesus’ enemies were troubled by the excessively close proximity to God in which he placed himself. ((Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary (CCEC) 24 Vols) As the one God used to reveal His law, Moses had reflected divine glory. He literally beheld God, albeit in a veiled depiction (since, according to Exod 33:20, no one can see God and live). Elijah, the person on the other side of Jesus on the mountain, played a different role. While Moses had reflected divine glory, Elijah had proclaimed divine glory. The prophet’s confrontation of the prophets of Baal in 1 Kings 19 is perhaps the clearest example of this truth.In 1 Kings 18 Elijah challenged the prophets of Baal on another mountain—Mount Carmel. He proclaimed the glory of the one true God over Baal and other gods that were being worshiped by God’s people. Elijah proclaimed God’s glory, and God brought fire down from heaven. Then, in 1 Kings 19, Elijah fled for his life in fear of Jezebel. The story of his hiding out and of God’s revelation to Him on Mount Horeb is given in verses 9-13. Elijah learned that God’s glory is not only revealed in impressive displays of power, but also in less spectacular ways, even in a “soft whisper” (1 Kgs 19:12). More could be said about this passage, but suffice to say at this point that God had taken two men—Moses representing the law of God and Elijah representing the prophets—at strategic points to a mountain where He had shown them His glory. Their lives were changed in visible ways as a result. All this helps form the backdrop for Matthew 17.As the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets, Jesus now reveals divine glory. For our purposes, that word “reveals” is key. Jesus was not merely reflecting or proclaiming divine glory; Jesus was the revelation of divine glory. To put it another way, Jesus doesn't just mirror or imitate the glory of God; Jesus is the glory of God.(Tyndale New Testament Commentaries 2014 (20 Vol.)) The significance of Moses and Elijah here has been variously understood as (a) representing the law and the prophets (though the fact that Elijah is not represented among the prophetic writings of the Old Testament is against this); (b) two of the three Old Testament men of God who traditionally did not die (Enoch was the other; according to Deut. 34 Moses did die, but his burial by God had developed by the first century AD into a belief in his ‘assumption’); (c) two great leaders who talked with God at Mount Sinai (Gundry); (d) the two whose ‘return’ was expected in connection with the Messianic age. The last seems most relevant in this context, where their appearance underlines the Messianic role of Jesus, though none of the others is thereby ruled out. It may also be relevant that both Moses and Elijah in their God-given missions experienced rejection and suffering. Jesus is thus indicated as the one in whom the pattern of God’s Old Testament servants reaches its ultimate fulfilment.



WHAT WERE THEY TALKING ABOUT IT

Luke 9:30-31  And behold, two men were talking 
with him, Moses and Elijah, 31 who appeared in 
glory and spoke of his departure, which he was 
about to accomplish at Jerusalem.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Fly on the wall



THE KINGDOM IS JESUS

Matthew 17:5-6 (ESV) He was still speaking when, 
behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a 
voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” 6 When 
the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and 
were terrified.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The kingdom has come….we get to stay hereGet a room



THE DIFFERENCE

Deuteronomy 18:15 (ESV) The LORD your God will 
raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, 
from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen—



JESUS OUTSHINES 
NEW COVENANT SUPERCEDES OLD

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Fulfills all the conditions of the old covenant on our behalf and inaugurates a new covenant in His SpiritWhy these two? Both seen God’s gloryElijah saw the fire from heaven pount carmelMoses Mt Nebo..Elijah taken up Moses laid foundation of their faith..law giverElijah was the restorer of itTogetyher they summariesed the hole meassge ot OTMoses was the lawgiver and Jesus was accused of transgressing the law; Elijah was the great opponent of idolatry and Jesus’ enemies were troubled by the excessively close proximity to God in which he placed himself. ((Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary (CCEC) 24 Vols) As the one God used to reveal His law, Moses had reflected divine glory. He literally beheld God, albeit in a veiled depiction (since, according to Exod 33:20, no one can see God and live). Elijah, the person on the other side of Jesus on the mountain, played a different role. While Moses had reflected divine glory, Elijah had proclaimed divine glory. The prophet’s confrontation of the prophets of Baal in 1 Kings 19 is perhaps the clearest example of this truth.In 1 Kings 18 Elijah challenged the prophets of Baal on another mountain—Mount Carmel. He proclaimed the glory of the one true God over Baal and other gods that were being worshiped by God’s people. Elijah proclaimed God’s glory, and God brought fire down from heaven. Then, in 1 Kings 19, Elijah fled for his life in fear of Jezebel. The story of his hiding out and of God’s revelation to Him on Mount Horeb is given in verses 9-13. Elijah learned that God’s glory is not only revealed in impressive displays of power, but also in less spectacular ways, even in a “soft whisper” (1 Kgs 19:12). More could be said about this passage, but suffice to say at this point that God had taken two men—Moses representing the law of God and Elijah representing the prophets—at strategic points to a mountain where He had shown them His glory. Their lives were changed in visible ways as a result. All this helps form the backdrop for Matthew 17.As the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets, Jesus now reveals divine glory. For our purposes, that word “reveals” is key. Jesus was not merely reflecting or proclaiming divine glory; Jesus was the revelation of divine glory. To put it another way, Jesus doesn't just mirror or imitate the glory of God; Jesus is the glory of God.(Tyndale New Testament Commentaries 2014 (20 Vol.)) The significance of Moses and Elijah here has been variously understood as (a) representing the law and the prophets (though the fact that Elijah is not represented among the prophetic writings of the Old Testament is against this); (b) two of the three Old Testament men of God who traditionally did not die (Enoch was the other; according to Deut. 34 Moses did die, but his burial by God had developed by the first century AD into a belief in his ‘assumption’); (c) two great leaders who talked with God at Mount Sinai (Gundry); (d) the two whose ‘return’ was expected in connection with the Messianic age. The last seems most relevant in this context, where their appearance underlines the Messianic role of Jesus, though none of the others is thereby ruled out. It may also be relevant that both Moses and Elijah in their God-given missions experienced rejection and suffering. Jesus is thus indicated as the one in whom the pattern of God’s Old Testament servants reaches its ultimate fulfilment.



• Matt 5:22 But I say to you that everyone who is 
angry with his brother will be liable to judgment

• Matthew 5:28 But I say to you that everyone who 
looks at a woman with lustful intent has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart.

• Matt 2: 32b But I say to you that everyone who 
divorces his wife,

JESUS INTRINSIC AUTHORITY

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Moses and Elijah represented the Law and the Prophets, respectively, and their appearance continues Matthew’s portrayal of Jesus as the one who fulfills the Law and the Prophets (Matt. 5:17). Moses and Elijah could say “Thus says the LORD,” whereas the Son proclaims point blank “But I say to you” (Matt. 5:22, 28, 32, 34, 39, 44). The Law and the Prophets had prophesied until John, but they had now reached their climax in Jesus, the One whose sandals even the greatest among women wasn’t worthy to carry (Matt. 3:11; 12:11, 13).



Matthew 17:6-8 (ESV) When the disciples heard this, 
they fell on their faces and were terrified. 7 But Jesus 
came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no 
fear.” 8 And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no 
one but Jesus only.



Matthew 17:9-10 (ESV) And as they were coming down 
the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the 
vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.”  



Matthew 17:10-13 (ESV) And the disciples asked him, 
“Then why do the scribes say that first Elijah must 
come?” 11 He answered, “Elijah does come, and he 
will restore all things. 12 But I tell you that Elijah has 
already come, and they did not recognize him, but did 
to him whatever they pleased. So also the Son of 
Man will certainly suffer at their hands.” 13 Then the 
disciples understood that he was speaking to them of 
John the Baptist.



PARALLEL FATES

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://www.ajc.com/news/national/how-did-crucifixion-kill-jesus/C3z0FaYjKCghzENYH9LHzM/



CROSS BEFORE THE CROWN

INSEPARABLE

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The transfiguration tells us there is a crownIt also tells us that the cross always comes before the crownThey are inseparable



COUNTERINTUITIVE TO EMBRACE THE CROSS 

Matthew 17:4 (ESV) And Peter said to Jesus, 
“Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I 
will make three tents here, one for you and one 
for Moses and one for Elijah.”

Lets finish it off hear there is not need to suffer

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Peter failed to appreciate the fact that the flesh of Christ was the Tabernacle now



BACKGROUND OF THE KINGDOM
Daniel 7:13-14 (ESV) I saw in the night visions, and 
behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like 
a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and 
was presented before him. 14 And to him was given 
dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all 
peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not 
pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be 
destroyed.



MATT 18 AND LUKE 9:46 
WHO IS THE GREATEST? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Luke 9:46-48 (ESV) An argument arose among them as to which of them was the greatest. 47 But Jesus, knowing the reasoning of their hearts, took a child and put him by his side 48 and said to them, “Whoever receives this child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me. For he who is least among you all is the one who is great.”



Thin veneer of holiness
Covering naked grab for power



REJECTION FROM SAMARITAN VILLAGE 

Luke 9 :54 And when his disciples James and John saw 
it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come 
down from heaven and consume them?” 

We want the crown not the cross

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Luke 9:51-56 (ESV) When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers ahead of him, who went and entered a village of the Samaritans, to make preparations for him. 53 But the people did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54 And when his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” 55 But he turned and rebuked them. 56 And they went on to another village.The suggestion came from James and John, two of the three disciples who had witnessed the transfiguration of Jesus and they received a rebuke, just as did the third, Peter, a few days before the transfiguration. Peter tried to thwart a plan that involved a cross; James and John tried to perpetuate Elijah’s strong-arm approach This is not necessarily to condemn what Elijah said and did in a different space and time, It is to declare that it is not the way of God for Jesus and his disciples in this day and hour. 



THE CROWN BEFORE THE CROSS



WHEN IT COMES TO PRAYER

Luke 9:32 (ESV) Now Peter and those who were 
with him were heavy with sleep, but when they 
became fully awake they saw his glory and the 
two men who stood with him.



REJECTION IS PART OF THE GLORY

INSEPARABLE

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The transfiguration tells us there is a crownIt also tells us that the cross always comes before the crownThey are inseparable



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Fame and fury: China's wildly different reactions to US-born OlympiansBy CNN staffUpdated 0337 GMT (1137 HKT) February 12, 2022https://edition.cnn.com/2022/02/11/china/eileen-gu-zhu-yi-nathan-chen-comparison-intl-hnk-dst/index.htmlBeijing (CNN)In the span of a week, three American-born athletes of Chinese descent have been thrust into the spotlight at the Beijing Winter Olympics -- to very different reactions in China.All three were trained in the United States and are only a few years apart in age, but their paths diverged on the way to the Games. While figure skater Nathan Chen is competing for Team USA, freestyle skier Eileen Gu and figure skater Zhu Yi opted to compete for China.Gu and Chen both won gold, while Zhu faltered on the ice during two consecutive showings. The public responses they've received in the Olympic host nation also took different turns.Gu was hailed as a national hero, winning hearts, fame and fortune; Zhu was abused online, accused of bringing "shame" to her adopted country; and Chen was labeled a "traitor," coming under nationalistic wrath for "insulting China."The young athletes have found themselves embroiled in deteriorating US-China relations, during one of the most divisive, tightly controlled and politically fraught Olympic Games in history. Once seen as cultural ambassadors who could help build bridges between the two countries, Americans of Chinese descent are now subject to heightened scrutiny -- left to straddle political fault lines on both sides.Enter your email to sign up for CNN's "Meanwhile in China" Newsletter. close dialogWhat’s happening in China and what does it mean for the rest of the world?Sign Me UpBy subscribing you agree to ourprivacy policy.In the cases of Gu, Zhu and Chen, their vastly different receptions in China also raise the question of what it takes to be accepted as "Chinese" -- in a country that has grown ever more confident, yet less politically and culturally tolerant, since it last hosted the Games in 2008.And even someone as successful and popular as Gu cannot entirely evade questions about her allegiance -- and how much she really understands the country she now represents.Chinese President Xi Jinping talks with athletes and coaches while visiting the Capital Gymnasium in Haidian District, Beijing in January, 2021.The 'pride of China'When Gu, the freeski prodigy, won a gold medal for China in Tuesday's big air competition, adulation for her literally crashed China's largest social media platform, as tens of millions rushed to celebrate her victory online.She has been held up as the "pride of China" by many online -- and emblematic of a perceived victory over America. For decades, China's brightest and best have flocked to the US to pursue the American dream. And now, an Olympic medal-winning talent, born and trained in America, has chosen to represent China. To some, that's a resounding affirmation of the country's rising strength and power.It is not hard to see why Gu -- known as Gu Ailing in China -- was instantly embraced as a national darling.At 18, the San Francisco native is already the embodiment of success: She is a world champion skier, a straight-A student on her way to Stanford, and a fashion model representing brands like Louis Vuitton and Tiffany & Co.Young Chinese fans marvel at her exuberant confidence and rush to compliment her empathy and compassion. Many took notice when she knelt on the snowy floor to console a sobbing rival.Gold medalist Eileen Gu celebrates on the podium during the freestyle skiing women's big air final during the Beijing 2022 Olympic Winter Games.On Weibo, China's Twitter-like platform, Gu is referred to as "Miss Perfect," excelling in everything she does (including playing the piano). She is followed by 4 million fans and worshiped as a "super idol," with her face splashed across billboards, commercials and magazine covers.As an influencer, Gu is admired for her fashion choices and what many Chinese social media users call her "biracial beauty." On Xiaohongshu, China's version of Instagram, beauty influencers rush to upload makeup tutorials on how to mimic Gu's "biracial looks."And despite being born and raised in California, she speaks fluent Mandarin with a hearty Beijing accent, which took many by surprise and endeared her even more to the public.Gu has proudly embraced her cultural heritage, having grown up spending most of her summers visiting Beijing, her mother's hometown. But she has repeatedly dodged questions about her citizenship while highlighting her dual identity, often saying: "When I'm in China, I'm Chinese. When I'm in the US, I'm American." Eileen Gu is the poster child for a new type of Chinese athlete. But one wrong move could send her tumblingBut her Olympic victory has amplified her fame -- and led to increased public scrutiny.During Tuesday's medal ceremony, Gu was spotted on television not singing China's national anthem when the Chinese flag was being raised. It immediately drew criticism, although many quickly came to her defense. "It doesn't really matter whether she sings the national anthem or not. What matters is that the national anthem was played because of her and the national flag was raised because of her," said one comment on Weibo. The hashtag "Gu Ailing National Anthem" was subsequently censored.Earlier in the day, Gu generated heated online debate with a reply she reportedly made to a comment on one of her Instagram posts."Why can you use Instagram and millions of Chinese people from mainland cannot?" a user asked. "That's not fair, can you speak up for those millions of Chinese who don't have internet freedom.""Anyone can download a VPN. Its literally free on the App Store," Gu replied, according to a screenshot of the since-deleted exchange.Some lauded Gu for defending China. But others derided her for not acknowledging her own privilege and understanding little about the reality for the majority of China's 1.4 billion people. VPNs, or virtual private networks, have been mostly removed from App stores in China, and authorities have cracked down on users attempting to bypass censorship."Literally I'm not 'anyone.' Literally it's illegal for me to scale the Great Firewall. Literally it's f--king not free at all!" a Weibo user gibed, using a colloquial term to refer to China's internet censorship system.Not 'Chinese' enoughCompared to the craze for Gu, the public reaction to Zhu tells a much harsher story.According to a profile on the International Olympic Committee's website, Zhu gave up her American citizenship to compete for China and changed her name from Beverly Zhu. But she has been repeatedly criticized for not being "Chinese" enough. When Zhu first started competing in China in 2018, she was never confident enough to speak Chinese on camera. Her early interviews with state broadcaster CCTV were conducted in English.While Gu's Chinese has been seen as a pleasant surprise, Zhu's lack of fluency is regarded by many as inexcusable. She has made great improvements since, though she is still not as eloquent as Gu -- a comparison that is routinely held against her."Please let her learn Chinese first, before she talks about patriotism," a Weibo user said on Sunday.Zhu Yi has been criticized for not being "Chinese enough.""Ancestral lineage and language play a very important role in identity," said a Beijing-based political analyst, who didn't want to be identified for fear of retribution.If one looks Chinese but can't speak a sentence of Chinese, he said, it gives the impression that they have lost touch with their cultural heritage."It means your parents never spoke Chinese with you at home and raised you as an American. And when you turn 16, you suddenly say you're coming to serve the motherland -- the patriotic narrative just doesn't hold up," the analyst said.And unlike Gu, who was brought in to boost China's performance in a sport little heard of in the country, Zhu faced tight competition from Chinese-born skaters.When Zhu was picked to represent China in the Olympics, some accused her of grabbing the spot from her teammate Chen Hongyi, who had more experience in international competition and enjoyed greater popularity among the Chinese public.Some even suggested -- without a shred of evidence -- that Zhu was favored because of the prominence of her father, a renowned computer scientist who returned to China from California to join Peking University."Many of the attacks against Zhu were driven by the public distrust in the country's state sports system and its perceived lack of transparency," said the political analyst.US-born figure skater Zhu Yi under attack after fall on Olympic debut for ChinaWhen Zhu fell flat on the ice and finished last in her Olympic debut Sunday, many saw it as vindication that picking Zhu over her rival was unjustified. Some called her a "disgrace," others accused her of being an "embarrassment" who brought "shame" on China, and told her to "go back to America." The hashtag "Zhu Yi has fallen" gained 200 million views in just a few hours, before it was censored.On Monday, Zhu stumbled again during her free skate program, falling twice and breaking down in tears on the ice. "Today I gave myself the pressure. I wanted to prove myself, because I didn't do well yesterday, and what everyone said on the internet really affected me," she toldChina's official news agency Xinhua.As the criticism piled on, others expressed sympathy and support for Zhu, including Hu Xijin, the retired editor of state-run nationalist tabloid the Global Times."To vent emotions on this young athlete, using social media to throw rocks down a well when she makes mistakes -- that's cyberbullying, and no matter what it's going too far," Hu wrote in a widely shared Weibo post.Gu also came to the defense of Zhu after winning gold Tuesday. "The mistakes and the pressure are all part of sports. Many other athletes have fallen too, as you can see today. We should all have some sportsmanship," she said at a news conference.'Insulting China'For Chen, who won gold for the US in men's figure skating Thursday, the adoration and praise emanating from America stands in stark contrast to the wave of vitriol on Weibo.Like Zhu, Chen was also accused of acting "too White." At a news conference after his victory, he declined to answer a local reporter's question in Chinese, insisting his Mandarin "isn't very good."But it was the political tensions that landed him the most vicious nationalistic attack. Chen was called a "traitor" and accused of "insulting China" due to an interview he gave in October, during which he appeared to have backed American ice dancer Evan Bates' criticism of China's human rights record. Bates especially decried China's treatment of its largely Muslim Uyghur minority in Xinjiang, which he described as "terrible" and "awful."Nathan Chen celebrates after winning the gold medal in the men's free skate program."We're human beings, too, and when we read and hear about the things that are happening there, we absolutely hate that. We hate what's going on there," Bates told reporters at a US Olympic and Paralympic Committee media event in October, according to Reuters."I agree with what Evan was saying," Chen said at the same event. "I think that for a greater change to occur, there must be power that is beyond the Olympics."The US government has labeled China's crackdown on Uyghurs genocide and declared a diplomatic boycott of the Beijing Winter Games. China has lashed out at any criticism over Xinjiang, insisting its policies are aimed at combating terrorism and religious extremism.Another sore point for Chinese nationalists was Chen's choice of music for the 2018 PyeongChang Winter Games. There, Chen skated to a song from the movie "Mao's Last Dancer," a drama of triumph over adversary based on the real-life story of a Chinese dancer who defected to the US in the 1980s.For Team USA's Nathan Chen, 'blood, sweat, tears' led to Olympic gold At a news conference on Friday, Chen said the music had been selected by his choreographer. "Maybe naively, I didn't understand the whole system, the whole story behind it, just that the music was very beautiful," he said.On Weibo, some congratulated Chen and praised his stellar performance on Thursday, but they were overwhelmed by others expressing hate and scorn, with some asking him to "get out of China."Chinese state media, meanwhile, mostly ignored Chen's gold medal win, with coverage of the competition focusing instead on Japan's Yuzuru Hanyu (finished fourth) -- who has a huge fan base in China -- and Chinese figure skater Jin Boyang (finished ninth). Chen pays little attention to attempts to undermine his identity. He's proud of his Chinese heritage, and points out the importance of Beijing, where his parents first met, to his family's history. "It means the world to be able to be here. My mom grew up in Beijing...And of course, my dad spent a lot of time in Beijing as well," he said after winning the event Thursday.He also shrugged off the wave of online vitriol: "I don't have social media here. So I probably have been very sheltered from that. And I don't plan on looking at social since sometimes social (media) can be a little toxic."



WE CANNOT 
IGNORE THE 
PAIN

“Many took notice 
when she knelt on 
the snowy floor to 
console a 
sobbing rival.”
CNN February 12, 2022



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Struggles of three single woman, one divorced, one separated, one single who lost her one true loveThe characters are complicated but their lives are held together by their fierce tenacity in their love and loyalty to each otherIt is set in a small town with their Christian faith very much part of their lives, they quote bible verses, attend churchTheir children help out in Vacation Bible SchoolBut their faith never affects their morality…they have sex with their individual love interests very naturally and tastefully. There is a gay couple in the story one of their employees and their relationship is promoted and celebrated and they are planning to adopt a childIts all very normalThey have their pain and dissappointments in live with broken relationships in families and in marriages but all these are cast as suffering , bad nasty thingsThey never get to the reason behind the suffering…the sin…falling short of the glory of which is why all the sufgfering is aboutThey want to fast forward it to the good parts in lifeIt is a domesticated God who exists to please us



H. RICHARD 
NIEBUHR

“A God without wrath 
brought men without sin 
into a kingdom without 
judgment through the 
ministrations of a Christ 
without a cross.”

We change the face of God
Sin becomes a natural part of the 
background we don’t speak of it

One of the most important Christian theological 
ethicists in 20th Century USA 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Helmut Richard Niebuhr (1894–1962) is considered one of the most important Christian theological ethicists in 20th-century America, best known for his 1951 book Christ and Culture and his posthumously published book The Responsible Self. The younger brother of theologian Reinhold Niebuhr, Richard Niebuhr taught for several decades at the Yale Divinity School. Both brothers were, in their day, important figures in the neo-orthodox theological school within American Protestantism. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Gulag,[c] GULAG, or GULag (Russian: ГУЛАГ, ГУЛаг, an acronym for Гла́вное управле́ние лагере́й, Glávnoje upravlénije lageréj, "chief administration of the camps")[d][10][11][9] was the government agency in charge of the Soviet network of forced labor camps set up by order of Vladimir Lenin, reaching its peak during Joseph Stalin's rule from the 1930s to the early 1950s.[12] English-language speakers also use the word gulag to refer to all forced-labor camps that existed in the Soviet Union, including camps that existed in the post-Lenin era.[13][14]The Gulag is recognized as a major instrument of political repression in the Soviet Union. The camps housed a wide range of convicts, from petty criminals to political prisoners, large numbers of whom were convicted by simplified procedures, such as by NKVD troikas or by other instruments of extrajudicial punishment. In 1918–22, the agency was administered by Cheka, followed by the GPU (1922–23), OGPU (1923–34), later by the NKVD (1934–46), and in the final years by the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MVD). The Solovki prison camp, the first corrective labor camp constructed after the revolution, was established in 1918 and legalized by a decree, "On the creation of the forced-labor camps", on April 15, 1919.The internment system grew rapidly, reaching a population of 100,000 in the 1920s. By the end of 1940, the population of Gulag camps amounted to 1.5 million[15] The emergent consensus among scholars is that, of the 14 million prisoners who passed through Gulag camps and the 4 million who passed through Gulag colonies from 1930 to 1953, roughly 1.5 to 1.7 million perished there or died soon after their release.



SOVIET GULAGS



"One word of truth 
shall outweigh the 
whole world."

Nobel Prize in 1970 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Solzhenitsyn broke taboos, shook Soviet empire   By DOUGLAS BIRCH, Associated Press2008/08/04 15:37 When Alexander Solzhenitsyn's "One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich" appeared in the thick monthly literary magazine Novy Mir back in November of 1962, taboos were shattered. Buried secrets were unearthed. And the Soviet Union was shaken to its foundations.�Solzhenitsyn's short novel described a single day in the life of a carpenter caught up in the Soviet Union's secret network of slave labor camps, where starvation, bitter cold and punishing work regimes were the rule and, it has been said, the average life expectancy was one winter.�The author was working as a provincial math teacher, and his greatest work, "The Gulag Archipelago," was still to come. But "One Day" was to shock the U.S.S.R. and the world.�Some of the crimes of the dictator Josef Stalin were exposed and denounced following a secret speech by Communist Party leader Nikita Khrushchev in 1956, as part of his short-lived campaign to reform the brutal Soviet system.�But Solzhenitsyn's novel, based on the seven years he spent as a prisoner, was the first real expose of the gulag _ a word derived from the Russian "Glavnoe Upravelenie Lagerei," or Main Camp Administration.�Solzhenitsyn, who went on to win the Nobel Prize for Literature but was exiled from his homeland because of his work, died of heart failure Sunday at age 89, his son, Stepan Solzhenitsyn, told The Associated Press on Monday.�The gulag was, Solzhenitsyn wrote, the "human meat grinder" for processing what Stalin sneered at as "wreckers," vermin and "enemies of the people" who allegedly sabotaged Soviet progress to the workers' paradise. The grim process started, typically, with a knock on the door late at night, an arrest on charges of trivial or imaginary crimes, condemnation by a secret tribunal, transportation by unheated rail car and finally incarceration in the camps.�The prisoners formed a secret army of slave laborers who built railroads, worked in mines and cleared forests in some of the world's most inhospitable terrain. In the end, by the most authoritative estimate, the gulag systematically ground down some 29 million souls.�Armed with his literary talent and prodigious memory, Solzhenitsyn (sohl-zheh-NEETS'-ihn) spent more than 40 years working in secrecy, in fear and finally in exile as he chiseled away at the lies that supported the Soviet system. And in the end he, as much perhaps as any individual, helped to bring it down.�"One Day" was the critical beginning of this work.�"If the Soviet Union's elite were to accept that the portrait of Ivan Denisovich was authentic, that meant admitting that innocent people had endured pointless suffering," wrote Anne Applebaum in her book, "Gulag: A History." "If the camps had really been stupid and wasteful and tragic, that meant that the Soviet Union was stupid and wasteful and tragic too."�After the book appeared, readers of Novyi Mir responded with an outpouring of letters describing their anguish and grief. "Now I read and weep, but when I was imprisoned in Ukhta for ten years I did not shed a tear," one reader said in letter to the magazine.�Solzhenitsyn's novel would never have been published if Khrushchev hadn't hoped it would undermine support in the Kremlin for neo-Stalinist policies. But perhaps in part because of the novel's publication, Khrushchev was ousted by Communist Party leaders in 1964. The gulag, meanwhile, continued to incarcerate enemies of the people until two years before the Soviet collapse.�When Solzhenitsyn won the Nobel Prize in 1970, Soviet authorities refused to let him go to Stockholm to accept the award. In the text of the speech he could not deliver to the Swedish Academy, smuggled out of the U.S.S.R., Solzhenitsyn recalled an old Russian proverb: "One word of truth shall outweigh the whole world."�But Solzhenitsyn was not a storybook hero for his admirers in Europe and the United States. Many, especially in the West, found his political judgments as distressing as his literature was inspiring.�After he was stripped of his Soviet citizenship and expelled from the U.S.S.R. in 1974, he settled in bucolic Cavendish, Vermont. There, he became frustrated with what he regarded as the West's shallow obsession with individualism and liberty _ which, in his view, had degenerated into narcissism and license. Democracy had brought paralysis, he believed, affluence decadence.�In a 1978 speech at Harvard University, Solzhenitsyn _ who with his beard and dour demeanor resembled a figure from an Orthodox icon _ denounced the Western view that liberal democracy was fated to triumph in non-Western civilizations, which he called "worlds" unto themselves.�"There is this belief that all those other worlds are only being temporarily prevented by wicked governments or by heavy crises or by their own barbarity or incomprehension from taking the way of Western pluralistic democracy and from adopting the Western way of life," Solzhenitsyn said.�"It is a soothing theory which overlooks the fact that these worlds are not at all developing into similarity; neither one can be transformed into the other without the use of violence."�After his return to Russia in 1994, Solzhenitsyn was outraged by what he found _ a Kremlin, in his view, unable to stop the looting of Russia's vast resources by politically connected tycoons and unwilling to stand up against what he saw as the encroaching threat of NATO and other Western institutions.�Mikhail Gorbachev, the Communist reformer, restored Solzhenitsyn's Soviet citizenship in 1990 and dropped treason charges against him. President Boris Yeltsin, who dismantled the Soviet system, tried to woo the author.�Solzhenitsyn blamed Gorbachev and Yeltsin for Russia's economic crisis, its military weakness and what he regarded as subservience to the West.�When Yeltsin awarded Solzhenitsyn Russia's highest honor, the Order of St. Andrew, in 1998 the writer refused to accept it. When Yeltsin left office in 2000, Solzhenitsyn wanted him prosecuted.�"I feel that Yeltsin permitted an enormous devastation of Russia," Solzhenitsyn told the New Yorker's David Remnick in 2001.�In the 1990s, Solzhenitsyn's views were regarded by Moscow's political elites and some disillusioned Western supporters as old-fashioned, out of step with Russia's march toward integration with the West. In time, however, Solzhenitsyn's views would be echoed in the halls of the Kremlin.�The author at first seemed wary of President Vladimir Putin, a former KGB officer. But he gradually warmed to Putin, as the Russian president reigned in the oligarchs, reclaimed state control of some of Russia's natural resources and adopted a more assertive _ at times confrontational _ relationship with the United States and the West.�Solzhenitsyn, meanwhile, did not quarrel with the Kremlin's drive to eliminate voices of dissent from the media, marginalize the political opposition and restore its role as the unchallenged center of Russian power.�Russian liberals are careful to draw the distinction between Solzhenitsyn the writer and Solzhenitsyn the political figure. They cherish the former, and are reluctant to criticize the latter.�"He wrote the 'Gulag Archipelago,'" Andre Mironov, who was sentenced to a term in a prison camp in the 1980s for possession of unauthorized books, told The Associated Press. "This was above all."�Some Western critics, meanwhile, have been harsher, accusing Solzhenitsyn of becoming an apologist for Putin's authoritarian rule.�Last year, after three years in relative obscurity, Solzhenitsyn granted a rare interview to the liberal weekly Moscow News, in which he warned that Russia risked a Ukrainian-style revolt because of Western interference. He also accused the United States of the "occupation" of Bosnia, Kosovo, Afghanistan and Iraq.�Putin's assertive foreign policy, he was quoted as saying, was "forward thinking," while blaming the Russian president's predecessors for the gulf separating Russia's ultra-wealthy elites and its millions of poor.�On June 12, during the Day of Russia holiday celebrations in the Kremlin, Putin presented Solzhenitsyn with a state prize for his "humanitarian" contribution to the nation. The author, apparently too frail to attend, was represented by his wife, Natalya.�"Millions of people associate the name and work of Alexander Solzhenitsyn with Russia's fate," Putin said at the ceremony. "His academic research, outstanding literary work and, in fact, his entire life have been dedicated to the Fatherland."�In a taped message, Solzhenitsyn said he hoped Russians' experience during the "cruel and troubled years" of the Soviet era would help avert more suffering. "It will forewarn and protect us from destructive breakdowns," he said, looking pale and thin in a gray suit and tie.�Solzhenitsyn had become, once again, a symbol of Russia: a nation caught between its tragic past and its uncertain future; between its faith in state power and its fear of new repression.�His journey was, after all, Russia's bitter journey through the 20th century. And if the West sometimes had a hard time understanding Solzhenitsyn and his country, well, perhaps that's because of Russia's singular history.�"How can you expect a man who is warm to understand a man who is cold?" he wrote in "One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovitch https://www.taiwannews.com.tw/en/news/706519



WHY THE CROSS 
BEFORE THE CROWN

“The line separating good 
and evil passes not through 
states, nor between classes, 
nor between political parties 
either – but right through 
every human heart”



LINE DOES NOT PASS BETWEEN AGES



https://www.malaysiakini.
com/news/611282

Muhyiddin hints country in financial trouble, vows to reveal details
Feb 19 Mkinni

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bersatu president Muhyiddin Yassin claimed the country is in more financial trouble than the Umno-led federal government is letting on and said he will reveal details in due time.ublished:  Feb 19, 2022 8:42 AM⋅UpdateMuhyiddin hints country in financial trouble, vows to reveal detailsPublished:  Feb 19, 2022 8:42 AM⋅Updated: 12:06 PM111Bersatu president Muhyiddin Yassin claimed the country is in more financial trouble than the Umno-led federal government is letting on and said he will reveal details in due time.He tried to drive the point that a "business as usual" BN will not be able to secure the country's future at a time when even countries such as Vietnam and Indonesia are leapfrogging Malaysia in...�



THE LINE DOES NOT PASS 
BETWEEN RACE OR POLITICAL 
PARTIES

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bersatu president Muhyiddin Yassin claimed the country is in more financial trouble than the Umno-led federal government is letting on and said he will reveal details in due time.



BETWEEN COUNTRIES OR RACE



THE ONLY WAY TO REACH THE HEART



WHY THE TRANSFIGURATION?

Glimpse of Eternal Glory To Strengthen faith

Reveals to us that the cross is inseparable from crown

Informs our own transformation into the true nature of glory

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Christ’s Transfiguration aims at strengthening the apostles’ faith in anticipation of his Passion



Exodus 34: 29-35

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Exodus 34:29-35 (ESV) 29 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two tablets of the testimony in his hand as he came down from the mountain, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God. 30 Aaron and all the people of Israel saw Moses, and behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come near him. 31 But Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses talked with them. 32 Afterward all the people of Israel came near, and he commanded them all that the LORD had spoken with him in Mount Sinai. 33 And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil over his face.34 Whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him, he would remove the veil, until he came out. And when he came out and told the people of Israel what he was commanded, 35 the people of Israel would see the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses' face was shining. And Moses would put the veil over his face again, until he went in to speak with him.What is the veil that Paul is referring to? Paul is telling us that what happened here with Moses and the people of Israel was merely an illustration. The Bible tells us that after Moses had come down from Mount Sinai with the law of God in his hands that his face so shone with the glory of God, from being in God’s presence, that he had to put a veil over his face in order for people to communicate with him. Paul says that is symbolic, it’s illustrative, it’s a sermon. God is saying the old Law, even though written on stone, was glorious. It was amazing. It was incredible. It was the revelation of the glory of God and Moses’ face shone with it. �



METAMORPHOOO

Mark 9:2-8 Romans 12:2Matt 17: 1-13 2 Cor 3: 18

Jesus in Transfiguration Us in our Transformation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Today's passage on the trans it is found in all three synoptic gospels for their parallel passages in mark Chapter 9 verse 8 Luke 928 to 36 hence it is important that we get our information from all three passages to enrich our understanding of what the transfiguration means for us. The next thing that we need to do is to look at the context of the passage



OUR TRANSFIGURATION –GRADUAL 
2 Cor 3: 18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding 
the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 
same image from one degree of glory to another. For 
this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit

Romans 12:2 (ESV) Do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that 
by testing you may discern what is the will of God, 
what is good and acceptable and perfect.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The apostle Paul sheds a bit more light on the situation. In 2 Corinthians 3:18, he says all who receive the Spirit are enabled not only to see the glory of the Lord but also to receive that glory as we are “transfigured” into the image of Christ (your Bible might say “transformed,” which works too, but it is the same word that Matthew and Mark use to describe what happened to Jesus on the mountain



THE GLORY OF GOD

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
(For Everyone Commentary Series - New Testament Set (18 Vols.)) In fact, the scene at the transfiguration (as it’s normally called) offers a strange parallel and contrast to the crucifixion (Matthew 27.33-54). If you’re going to meditate on the one, you might like to hold the other in your mind as well, as a sort of backdrop. Here, on a mountain, is Jesus, revealed in glory; there, on a hill outside Jerusalem, is Jesus, revealed in shame. Here his clothes are shining white; there, they have been stripped off, and soldiers have gambled for them. Here he is flanked by Moses and Elijah, two of Israel’s greatest heroes, representing the law and the prophets; there, he is flanked by two brigands, representing the level to which Israel had sunk in rebellion against God. Here, a bright cloud overshadows the scene; there, darkness comes upon the land. Here Peter blurts out how wonderful it all is; there, he is hiding in shame after denying he even knows Jesus. Here a voice from God himself declares that this is his wonderful son; there, a pagan soldier declares, in surprise, that this really was God’s son. There is silence on the cross from God only Jesus saying my God my God why have you forsaken me?The mountain-top explains the hill-top – and vice versa. Perhaps we only really understand either of them when we see it side by side with the other. Learn to see the glory in the cross; learn to see the cross in the glory; and you will have begun to bring together the laughter and the tears of the God who hides in the cloud, the God who is to be known in the strange person of Jesus himself. This story is, of course, about being surprised by the power, love and beauty of God. But the point of it is that we should learn to recognize that same power, love and beauty within Jesus, and to listen for it in his voice – not least when he tells us to take up the cross and follow him.(Tyndale New Testament Commentaries 2014 (20 Vol.)) The one who is to suffer is God’s chosen Messiah, his Son, whose true nature is revealed in divine glory. So the theologia crucis and the theologia gloriae are boldly brought together; neither is complete without the other.



Exodus 34:6-7 (ESV) The LORD 
passed before him and proclaimed, 
“The LORD, the LORD, a God 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love and 
faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love 
for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin, but who will 
by no means clear the guilty,



THE GLORY OF GOD

Mercy and JusticeGlory and Majesty

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
(For Everyone Commentary Series - New Testament Set (18 Vols.)) In fact, the scene at the transfiguration (as it’s normally called) offers a strange parallel and contrast to the crucifixion (Matthew 27.33-54). If you’re going to meditate on the one, you might like to hold the other in your mind as well, as a sort of backdrop. Here, on a mountain, is Jesus, revealed in glory; there, on a hill outside Jerusalem, is Jesus, revealed in shame. Here his clothes are shining white; there, they have been stripped off, and soldiers have gambled for them. Here he is flanked by Moses and Elijah, two of Israel’s greatest heroes, representing the law and the prophets; there, he is flanked by two brigands, representing the level to which Israel had sunk in rebellion against God. Here, a bright cloud overshadows the scene; there, darkness comes upon the land. Here Peter blurts out how wonderful it all is; there, he is hiding in shame after denying he even knows Jesus. Here a voice from God himself declares that this is his wonderful son; there, a pagan soldier declares, in surprise, that this really was God’s son. There is silence on the cross from God only Jesus saying my God my God why have you forsaken me?The mountain-top explains the hill-top – and vice versa. Perhaps we only really understand either of them when we see it side by side with the other. Learn to see the glory in the cross; learn to see the cross in the glory; and you will have begun to bring together the laughter and the tears of the God who hides in the cloud, the God who is to be known in the strange person of Jesus himself. This story is, of course, about being surprised by the power, love and beauty of God. But the point of it is that we should learn to recognize that same power, love and beauty within Jesus, and to listen for it in his voice – not least when he tells us to take up the cross and follow him.(Tyndale New Testament Commentaries 2014 (20 Vol.)) The one who is to suffer is God’s chosen Messiah, his Son, whose true nature is revealed in divine glory. So the theologia crucis and the theologia gloriae are boldly brought together; neither is complete without the other.



WHICH GLORY?

Riches

Forgiveness

Houses



THE GLORY OF JESUS

Revelation 5:5 (ESV) And 
one of the elders said to 
me, “Weep no more; 
behold, the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah, the Root of 
David, has conquered, so 
that he can open the scroll 
and its seven seals.”

Rev 5: 6 And between the 
throne and the four living 
creatures and among the 
elders I saw a Lamb 
standing, as though it had 
been slain



THE GLORY OF BELIEVERS

Revelation 12:11 (ESV) And they have 
conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and 
by the word of their testimony, for they loved 
not their lives even unto death.



Devil is only scared when

Buy a Proton instead
Turn the other cheek
Walk the extra mile
Look out for others
Willing 



HE IS NOT AFRAID



HE IS ONLY AFRAID WHEN WE 
DECIDE TO BE WEAK

1 Corinthians 9:22-23 (ESV) To the weak I became 
weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all 
things to all people, that by all means I might save 
some. 23 I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may 
share with them in its blessings.



HE IS ONLY AFRAID



WILLING TO SUFFER

Philippians 3:10-11 (ESV) that I may know him and the 
power of his resurrection, and may share his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by 
any means possible I may attain the resurrection from 
the dead.

Transformation comes with embracing His true glory



Colossians 1:24-26 (ESV) Now I rejoice in my 
sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up 
what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of 
his body, that is, the church, 25 of which I became a 
minister according to the stewardship from God that 
was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully 
known, 26 the mystery hidden for ages and 
generations but now revealed to his saints.



ACTS 1:8

Suffer Suffer SufferingJudea Samaria WorldJerusalem

Jesus suffering
Apostles suffering

Paul’s suffering

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The lack indicates the amount of suffering that must necessarily occur to bring the gospel to a world totally opposed to itThe currency of the gospel is sufferingThe glory of the gospel is suffering because it simply indicates the depth of a person’s love which is translated into willingness to suffer for a higher purpose



OLD GLORY ATTRACTS FIRE

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
  One of my favorite stories from the Civil War happened in a battle when a New York regiment was coming under heavy fire from the Confederate line.  The colonel of an adjoining regiment came over to tell the leader of this New York unit that they were coming under such fire because their American flag, “Old Glory,” was posted in such a prominent way, and it made a great target.  He suggested that they lower the flag a bit to avoid such fire.  The Union commander – himself the most conspicuous target as he was riding on a horse back & forth across the line while his men hid behind a fence — looked up at the flag waving in the breeze, and then turned back to his companion and said, “Let it wave high; it is our Glory!”  The glory of his flag was worth to him any amount of fire, any hazard, and even death. 



IF WE CAN SEE THE GLORY OF GOD

Mercy and JusticeGlory and Majesty

WE CAN TAKE UP OUR CROSS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
(For Everyone Commentary Series - New Testament Set (18 Vols.)) In fact, the scene at the transfiguration (as it’s normally called) offers a strange parallel and contrast to the crucifixion (Matthew 27.33-54). If you’re going to meditate on the one, you might like to hold the other in your mind as well, as a sort of backdrop. Here, on a mountain, is Jesus, revealed in glory; there, on a hill outside Jerusalem, is Jesus, revealed in shame. Here his clothes are shining white; there, they have been stripped off, and soldiers have gambled for them. Here he is flanked by Moses and Elijah, two of Israel’s greatest heroes, representing the law and the prophets; there, he is flanked by two brigands, representing the level to which Israel had sunk in rebellion against God. Here, a bright cloud overshadows the scene; there, darkness comes upon the land. Here Peter blurts out how wonderful it all is; there, he is hiding in shame after denying he even knows Jesus. Here a voice from God himself declares that this is his wonderful son; there, a pagan soldier declares, in surprise, that this really was God’s son. There is silence on the cross from God only Jesus saying my God my God why have you forsaken me?The mountain-top explains the hill-top – and vice versa. Perhaps we only really understand either of them when we see it side by side with the other. Learn to see the glory in the cross; learn to see the cross in the glory; and you will have begun to bring together the laughter and the tears of the God who hides in the cloud, the God who is to be known in the strange person of Jesus himself. This story is, of course, about being surprised by the power, love and beauty of God. But the point of it is that we should learn to recognize that same power, love and beauty within Jesus, and to listen for it in his voice – not least when he tells us to take up the cross and follow him.(Tyndale New Testament Commentaries 2014 (20 Vol.)) The one who is to suffer is God’s chosen Messiah, his Son, whose true nature is revealed in divine glory. So the theologia crucis and the theologia gloriae are boldly brought together; neither is complete without the other.



LISTEN TO HIM
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