
THE PRAYER OF 
JABEZ REVISITED 

1 Chronicles 4:1-10



Published 2000 by 2008 sold more than 10 million copies
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
"The Prayer of Jabez" by Bruce H. Wilkinson, that has ascended to the top of many national bestseller lists and has sold more than 4.4 million copies since it was published in November. No 1 at AmazonIn 2008 The Prayer of Jabez crossed the 10 million threshold and received the Diamond Book Award, putting it in the rarest of company. Only four other Christian books before or since have surpassed ten million sold.To hear folks tell it, the slender volume changes lives. A slew of testimonials can be found at the Web site, www.prayerofjabez.com.A woman named Joanna, for instance, writes that she suffers from bronchitis. Her sister, who owns a Christian bookstore, gave her the book. One night when Joanna was overcome with coughing and wheezing and couldn't sleep, she writes, "I started rubbing my hand up and down my chest in the area of the strong wheezing and said this prayer along with a request to God asking him to remove this wheezing." Lo and behold, the coughing and wheezing stopped and Joanna fell asleep.Unbelievable Success Of 'Prayer of Jabez'By Linton WeeksMay 17, 2001Please bow your heads.Oh, that You would bless me indeed,and enlarge my territory,that Your hand would be with me,and that You would keep me from evil,that I may not cause pain.That short, easy-to-memorize prayer is the centerpiece of a hot-selling book, "The Prayer of Jabez" by Bruce H. Wilkinson, that has ascended to the top of many national bestseller lists and has sold more than 4.4 million copies since it was published in November.Yesterday it was No. 1 at Amazon.com, an astounding feat for an overtly preachy book. Gus Theoharis, owner of the brand-new Agape Christian Book Store on 15th Street NW, says he has sold 30 or 40 copies since opening on May 2.To hear folks tell it, the slender volume changes lives. A slew of testimonials can be found at the Web site, www.prayerofjabez.com.A woman named Joanna, for instance, writes that she suffers from bronchitis. Her sister, who owns a Christian bookstore, gave her the book. One night when Joanna was overcome with coughing and wheezing and couldn't sleep, she writes, "I started rubbing my hand up and down my chest in the area of the strong wheezing and said this prayer along with a request to God asking him to remove this wheezing." Lo and behold, the coughing and wheezing stopped and Joanna fell asleep.True story, says Joanna's sister Christina Esters, 47, an owner of No Other Name Book Store in downtown Perth Amboy, N.J. Esters says she has moved 185 copies of the $10 hardcover, most of them in the past three months. "More people are coming into the bookstore, coming for prayer and words of encouragement," she says.There are other, more amazing endorsements, from: a guy who fell 300 feet off a Colorado mountaintop; a man whose car was carjacked and whose kids were kidnapped on his way home from Washington; and another whose laptop would not, for some miraculous reason, connect to a pornographic Web site when he was filled with lust.The popular petition springs from the Old Testament book of First Chronicles. Jabez lived in southern Israel. He was a member of the tribe of Judah and rose to a leadership role in his clan. His mother says she called him Jabez (pronounced by Silva and others as JAY-bezz) because "I bore him in pain." Jabez is the Hebrew word for pain, Wilkinson writes. After Jabez prays to the God of Israel, the Bible says, "God granted him what he requested."A New Jersey native, Wilkinson was in his senior year of seminary in Dallas, wondering where God would lead him, when he first read the prayer. Today he is an evangelist with Walk Thru the Bible Ministries. He has written at least eight inspirational books and edited several more. He has been a speaker at Promise Keepers gatherings and Campus Crusade for Christ. He lives in Atlanta with his wife, Darlene, and their three children."I want to teach you how to pray a prayer that God always answers," he writes in the book's introduction.God has answered the prayers of Ken Silva, pastor of the 800-member River Oak Grace Community Church in Oakdale, Calif. The church's motto is "Reaching the World from Little Old Oakdale."Silva, who preached about the Prayer of Jabez last Sunday, takes a slightly more philosophical approach to the prayer than some. He says he's been uttering variations for 20 years or so, but it's only in the past few weeks that the book has helped him focus.The sticking point for many people, Silva says, is the part about enlarging territory. The prayer is interpreted by some to be selfish and reminiscent of the "prosperity gospel" that swept across the nation several years ago and attempted to validate the rich."It comes right down to the motive," Silva explains. "If we say, 'God bless me so that I can give blessing, expand my territory to spread your kingdom,' then that's all right."Silva adds, "I don't want success; I want significance."He says, "This is not a superstitious-type thing."Not everyone shows reverence toward Wilkinson's work. On Amazon.com, one reader points out the various English translations of the prayer. "If the Bible translation is so inconsistent," the reader writes, "why trust a book based on its sloppy work?"Wilkinson, who uses the New King James Version of the Bible, deals with the various translations in his book. The book, which is like a stemwinder sermon, also includes contemporary and Bible-based anecdotes, other Scripture references and occasional exhortations.For Don Jacobson, the Prayer of Jabez has worked like a charm. Jacobson, 44, is the book's publisher. "It's been a blessing," says Jacobson, who is trying to figure out what to do about the explosive growth of his company, Multnomah Publishers. "What does life after 'Jabez' look like?"He says Wilkinson's next book, "Secrets of the Vine," has been out less than two months and has already sold more than a million copies. "Jabez" and "Secrets" are both in the company's "Breakthrough Series."Jacobson, who has been publishing books since 1987, says he hopes to use the money to enlarge his territory and spread the gospel near and far. Wilkinson, for instance, is in Indonesia now, setting up Bible study programs."It's a tricky balance," Jacobson admits. "Have we benefited personally? Yes. Have I taken a raise? No.""The temptation," says Jacobson, after reciting the prayer by heart over the phone, "is to take credit." But he says he is undeserving. He predicted the company would sell only 30,000 copies.Bruce Wilkinson's "Prayer" has sold more than 4 million copies.https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/lifestyle/2001/05/17/unbelievable-success-of-prayer-of-jabez/1b9440f6-2fe3-4953-8ebb-296e731e4e3f/
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“I want to teach you how 
to pray a daring prayer 
that God always answers. 
It is brief—only one 
sentence with four 
parts—and tucked away 
in the Bible, ..

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In only its sixth year of circulation, this brief, ninety-three-page book has sold a staggering ten million copies, pushing its way to the top of the New York Times best-seller list 



..but I believe it contains 
the key to a life of 
extraordinary favor with 
God.… In fact, thousands 
of believers who are 
applying its truths are 
seeing miracles happen 
on a regular basis” 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In only its sixth year of circulation, this brief, ninety-three-page book has sold a staggering ten million copies, pushing its way to the top of the New York Times best-seller list 



ANTI-PRAYER OF 
JABEZ BOOKS
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Presentation Notes
At least 3



PROPER PERSPECTIVE ON THE 
PRAYER OF JABEZ
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Presentation Notes
To demonstrate the legitimacy of a person or family’s claim to a particular role or rank . . . to preserve the purity of the chosen people and /or its priesthood . . . to affirm the continuity of the people of God despite expulsion from the Promised Land.3In addition to family history, 1 Chronicles lists priests, Levites, armies, temple officials, and other leaders of various ministries.



GENEOLOGY

1 Chronicles 4:1-3 (ESV) The sons of Judah: Perez, 
Hezron, Carmi, Hur, and Shobal. 2 Reaiah the son of 
Shobal fathered Jahath, and Jahath fathered Ahumai
and Lahad. These were the clans of the Zorathites. 3 
These were the sons of Etam: Jezreel, Ishma, and 
Idbash; and the name of their sister was Hazzelelponi,



DNA reveals biggest-ever human family tree, 
dating back 100,000 years

Jack Guy, CNN
Updated 2000 GMT (0400 HKT) February 24, 2022
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DNA reveals biggest-ever human family tree, dating back 100,000 yearsBy Jack Guy, CNNUpdated 2000 GMT (0400 HKT) February 24, 2022 Human genetic research has developed rapidly in recent decades, generating huge amounts of new information.Sign up for CNN's Wonder Theory science newsletter. Explore the universe with news on fascinating discoveries, scientific advancements and more.London (CNN)Researchers have used genetics to create the largest human family treeever made, allowing individuals to find out who their distant ancestors were and where they lived, as well as exactly how they are related to everyone alive today.The research, carried out by scientists from the University of Oxford's Big Data Institute, combines human genomes from a variety of sources -- both ancient and modern DNA -- to better understand human history and evolution. Just as a family tree shows how an individual is related to their parents or siblings, geneticgenealogy reveals which genes are shared between two individuals, lead author Anthony Wilder Wohns, now a postdoctoral researcher at the Broad Institute of MIT and Harvard, told CNN.A still from a video published by the study authors shows the estimated geographic locations of human ancestors.As such, it can show which points in the human genome individuals share genes and where they differ, he added."Simply put, what we did was we created the largest human family tree ever," Wohns said. "We have a single genealogy that traces the ancestry of all of humanity, and shows how we're all related to each other today."The resource means anyone who has access to their own genetic information can work out when their ancestors moved to a particular place, and why they have certain genes.Enter your email to sign up for the Stress, but less newsletter.close dialogChange your relationship with stress.Sign up for the Stress, But Less newsletter series for helpful hints to a more peaceful life.Sign Me UpBy subscribing you agree to ourprivacy policy."It's basically understanding the entire story of human history that's written in our genes," Wohns said.Human genetic research has developed rapidly in recent decades, generating huge amounts of new information. New techniques in ancient DNA analysis have provided tantalizing details about prehistory and in 2010 explosively revealed that humans interbred with Neanderthals. DNA discovery reveals genetic history of ancient EgyptiansHowever, it has proven difficult to combine different databases, integrate ancient and modern genomes, and work out ways of handling such a large amount of data. The Oxford team developed algorithms to enable the combination of genomes into their tool."That was one of our biggest innovations," Wohns said.This allowed them to build the structure of what they described as a "human gene genealogy" which has been talked about theoretically for around 30 years, he said."We're basically trying to pierce the veil and see what that looks like," he added.As things stand, the genes of 3,609 people from 215 populations have been sequenced, with some dating from more than 100,000 years ago. The method allows for this number to be expanded to potentially millions of genomes in the future.The paper confirms existing conclusions about human history, including that most human evolution took place in Africa before a large movement out of the continent around 70,000 years ago, Wohns said.Identical twins aren't always genetically identical, new study finds"It's confirmatory in many ways," he said, adding that the data shows there is most genetic diversity in Africa and the oldest human ancestors are located on the continent. "It's unequivocal that the majority of human evolution occurred in Africa."'First draft' of gene genealogyHowever, the data also raises questions."It's suggestive of potentially unknown migrations that happened in the past," Wohns said.For example, there is some evidence that human ancestors were in North America earlier than previously thought, although further research would be needed to reveal unknown migrations, he said.Wohns likens the research to a "first draft" of the human gene genealogy, and said further work will help to make it more accurate and comprehensive.Adding more genomes will help to do this, but in order to achieve total accuracy we would need to have the genome of every human that has ever lived, he said, which is not possible.Common genetic test often wrong when identifying rare disease-causing variants such as BRCA1 and BRCA2, study saysWohns said he hopes other researchers in the field will use the resource, which is available for download along with instructions for use, as a basis to answer more specific questions on migrations in certain geographical areas."It's going to be a really rich resource for future investigation into human evolutionary history," he said.Wohns himself is working with artificial intelligence researchers to try to obtain more accurate estimates of when and where human ancestors lived.The method can also be used to develop a genealogy of any organism, including diseases such as SARS-CoV-2, the coronavirus that causes Covid-19, and Wohns is planning to study the relationship between genetics and disease.The paper was published Thursday in the journal Science.'Great promise' for evolutionary studiesAnders Bergström, postdoctoral fellow in evolutionary genomics at the Francis Crick Institute, London, told CNN that the study provides a new method for estimating how our DNA is related."Inferring the tree-like genealogies that relate the DNA between different people is a holy grail in genomic science. It will never be fully solved, but this new computational method takes an important step forward on this problem," he said via email."The genealogies that they infer provides an incredibly rich view of human genetic diversity and history. There's a lot of excitement in genomics right now about the many possibilities offered by these new computational methods."Pontus Skoglund, group leader of the Ancient Genomics laboratory at the Francis Crick Institute, told CNN that the study shows this kind of approach can be extended to large databases."They thus have great promise to benefit medical genetics and evolutionary studies, and this paper is a big step forward towards that," said Skoglund via email.https://edition.cnn.com/2022/02/24/world/unified-human-genome-scli-intl-scn-gbr/index.html





ANTHONY 
WILDER WOHNS
AT MIT

"We have a single 
genealogy that 
traces the 
ancestry of all of 
humanity, and 
shows how we're 
all related to each 
other today."





Exile to Babylon 586BC

Return from Exile to Babylon 70 years 

Written by Ezra

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
books of Chronicles, written after the time of the exile, focus on those elements of history that God wanted the returning Jews to meditate upon: obedience that results in God’s blessing, the priority of the temple and priesthood, and the unconditional promises to the house of David.When the book was written, David’s descendants no longer ruled as monarchs over Israel. But the chronicler desired the people to remember the royal Davidic lineage, for God had promised a future ruler would rise from that line. After the seventy-year exile in Babylon, Jewish political and social power resided more with the religious rather than political rulers. Telling Israel’s history through a priestly and kingly lens was intended to prepare the people for a future Messiah.First ChroniclesFollow us: HOME RESOURCES INSIGHTS ON THE BIBLE THE HISTORICAL BOOKSListen to Chuck Swindoll’s overview of First & Second Chronicles in his audio message from the Classic series God’s Masterwork.   Listen Now Who wrote the book?“The chronicler,” as scholars have long referred to the author of this book, is anonymous. Jewish tradition speculates that Ezra could have written 1 and 2 Chronicles, which—like Samuel and Kings—originally formed one work. But nothing within the text provides a definitive clue as to the compiler of the material.Several indications throughout the book reveal the author’s reliance on a variety of source materials—“annals,” “books,” and “records”—which are cited as dependable historical documentation. “Whoever the author was, he was a meticulous historian who carefully utilized official and unofficial documents.”1Where are we?The time frame covered in 1 Chronicles mirrors parts of 2 Samuel and 1 Kings. The chronicler focused on David’s reign in 1 Chronicles, including and omitting different events recorded in the other biblical histories, so that his document recorded those events significant to his purpose. For instance, 1 Chronicles does not include David’s adultery with Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11), which was a well-known fact even before the chronicler began his work, and so it did not bear repeating.Chronicles was most likely written during the time of Ezra or Nehemiah, while the Jews were dispersed throughout Persia, some having returned to Israel. Archaeological evidence supports this premise. “Fragments of an actual manuscript of Chronicles found at Qumran makes a date in the Persian period (538–333 BC) almost certain.”2Why is First Chronicles so important?Readers will note the extensive space devoted to genealogies. Why are these family lists so common in Chronicles? Scholars say that genealogies serve many purposes, among themTo demonstrate the legitimacy of a person or family’s claim to a particular role or rank . . . to preserve the purity of the chosen people and /or its priesthood . . . to affirm the continuity of the people of God despite expulsion from the Promised Land.3In addition to family history, 1 Chronicles lists priests, Levites, armies, temple officials, and other leaders of various ministries.In Chronicles, the history of Israel is told through a priestly perspective. The chronicler devoted significant attention to proper worship of Yahweh and adherence to the regulations of His Law. The author included David’s decisions on the proper manner in which to undertake moving the ark of the covenant (1 Chronicles 13, 15–16) and detailed descriptions of its return to Jerusalem. The chronicler even highlighted one of David’s psalms (16:8–36). We read the story of how David purchased the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite, which he then designated as the future site of the temple (21:15–30). Though David desired to build the temple, God revealed to him that David’s son Solomon would have that honor (17:1–14).What's the big idea?Why do we need the books of 1–2 Chronicles when we already have the history of 2 Samuel and 1–2 Kings? Just as the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John each offer a different perspective on the life of Jesus, so the books of Chronicles present Israel’s history with a purpose different than the other historical books. The books of 2 Samuel and 1–2 Kings reveal the monarchies of Israel and Judah—in particular the sins of the nations that resulted in the exile. But the books of Chronicles, written after the time of the exile, focus on those elements of history that God wanted the returning Jews to meditate upon: obedience that results in God’s blessing, the priority of the temple and priesthood, and the unconditional promises to the house of David.David’s prayer in 1 Chronicles 29:10–19 summarizes the themes the chronicler wished to communicate: glory to God, gratitude for gifting David’s family with leadership of the nation, and the desire that David’s descendants continue to devote themselves to God. Remaining faithful to God would reap blessing.When the book was written, David’s descendants no longer ruled as monarchs over Israel. But the chronicler desired the people to remember the royal Davidic lineage, for God had promised a future ruler would rise from that line. After the seventy-year exile in Babylon, Jewish political and social power resided more with the religious rather than political rulers. Telling Israel’s history through a priestly and kingly lens was intended to prepare the people for a future Messiah.How do I apply this?Read David’s magnificent prayer in 1 Chronicles 29. Consider your own spiritual heritage. Would you like to model such godly strength and character as his to your own children? What steps do you need to take in order to echo truthfully David’s attitude in verse 11, “Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours” (NIV)?Knowing that He tests the heart and is pleased with integrity (1 Chronicles 29:17), ask the Spirit to fill you daily and guide your steps that future generations might be blessed.Eugene H. Merrill, "1 Chronicles," in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old Testament, ed. John F. Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck (Wheaton, Ill.: Victor Books, 1985), 589.Larry Richards, The Bible Reader's Companion (Wheaton, Ill.: Victor Books, 1991), electronic ed., accessed through Libronix Digital Library System.�





GENEAOLOGY

Abraham to David
1 Chron 1

David
1 Chron 1-2

Judah
1 Chron 4

Other 12 tribes, Saul, Returned 
exiles

1 Chron 4-9

Story of Jabez

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The genealogies of 1 Chronicles, the most extensive in the Scriptures, show the development of Israel’s theocracy, focusing on the messianic line of David in the tribe of Judah, from which God’s promises and Savior would come, and the priestly line of Levi, which was crucial to the ministry of the temple. In this sense, then, the genealogies of 1 Chronicles 1–9 are like a compressed history of Israel. Chapter 1 begins at the dawn of creation with the mention of Adam and his descendants (1:1). This served to connect the history of Israel with the very beginning of God’s creative work.



Conquering of the 
Promised Land



THE BACKGROUND

1 Chronicles 4:9 (ESV) Jabez was more 

honorable than his brothers; and his mother 

called his name Jabez, saying, “Because I bore 

him in pain.”



JACOB-SURPLANTER
ISRAEL-GOD SHALL FIGHT

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“God shall fight”?(New International Commentary on the Old Testament (23 Vols.)) Note, however, that the reason for the name change is clear: because you have struggled with God, and with men have you succeeded. The explanation for the name change focuses on what Jacob has done: he has struggled with God; he has succeeded with men. The explanation says nothing directly about any repentance by Jacob, or even about any shedding of distasteful character traits. The new name does not carry any guarantees that from this point on Jacob is transformed. What it highlights is Jacob’s success in wrestling with God and his success with people. Accordingly, one is led to conclude that the change of name from Jacob to Israel focuses on Jacob’s assertiveness, his ability to cling to his stronger assailant despite his injury, his insistent desire for his opponent’s blessing.(Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries 2014 (29 Vol.)) Israel is a verbal name, like Jacob (see on 25:26). In itself it would convey the meaning ‘May God strive (for him)’,



飞鸿 Fei Hong

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
飞鸿 Fei HongThe name of famous martial art master Huang Feihong, Fei Hong literally means ‘a swan goose soaring high in the sky’. This name expresses a parent’s ardent hope that their child will have a bright future. It is usually used for boys, but there is a Chinese female actress also named Fei Hong.Flying swan
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My maids partner is called Ah Ngow



Mother’s rejection

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
ResentmentCircumstanceReminds her of the chiuldbirthPerhaps father died…no mention of father in genealogy The Basics of Psychological Projection�The theory of psychological projection was developed by Sigmund Freud, an Austrian psychologist commonly referred to as the “father of psychoanalysis.” For this reason, psychological projection is sometimes called “Freudian projection.” During his sessions with patients, Freud noticed that they would sometimes accuse others of having the same feelings they themselves were demonstrating. By engaging in this behavior, the patient was better able to deal with the emotions he or she was experiencing.�



Unfaithful

UntruthfulProjection

Man calls other men sissies

Hates me



Peer rejection

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lets have a game of football …lets pick Tony, Ronaldo, “ Oh painful one” Oh painful one come and have dinnerLets go to church camp….what a painChinese particulary hold names with meaning…glorious gentleness…



JABEZ NO MENTION OF FATHER

1 Chronicles 4:5-8 Ashhur, the father of Tekoa, had 
two wives, Helah and Naarah; 6 Naarah bore him 
Ahuzzam, Hepher, Temeni, and Haahashtari. These 
were the sons of Naarah. 7 The sons of Helah: Zereth, 

Izhar, and Ethnan. 8 Koz fathered Anub, Zobebah, 
and the clans of Aharhel, the son of Harum.



HUMBLE BEGINNINGS



REQUEST 1- BLESSING

1 Chon 4: 10 Jabez called upon the God of 
Israel, saying, “Oh that you would bless 
me and enlarge my border,

Hebrew- nuance of double intensification ..bless me with 
overwhelming blessing
Contrast with his humble beginings ..first recourse is God

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 It’s interesting that Jabez’s request is open-ended instead of specific. Jabez did not try to make a deal with God; after all, when you do that, you are limited to the terms of your deal. The beautiful thing about just throwing yourself on the mercy of God is that he decides what’s in your best interest. Jabez brought God an empty cup and asked him to fill it as he saw fit. That’s a prayer of faith. Let God decide what to fill your cup with and how high to fill it.



REQUEST 2- ENLARGED MY BORDER

1 Chon 4: 10 Jabez called upon the God of 
Israel, saying, “Oh that you would bless 
me and enlarge my border,



ENLARGE MY BORDERS



CONQUEST OF PROMISED LAND

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
(Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary) The enterprise was in all probability the expulsion of the Canaanites from the territory he occupied; and as this was a war of extermination, which God Himself had commanded, His blessing could be the more reasonably asked and expected in preserving them from all the evils to which the undertaking might expose him.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
God renewed his covenant with the Israelites at Moab before the Israelites entered the Promised Land" (Deuteronomy 29:1). Moses died there (Deut 34:5), prevented by God from entering the Promised Land.RETURN FROM EXILE AND RENEWALCovenant renewal in Moab Even in the light of God’s miraculous salvation from Egypt the people did not really believeDeut 29: 4 But to this day the LORD has not given you a heart to understand or eyes to see or ears to hear.In the light of their stubborn unbelief they are judged Isaiah 29 a spirit of stupor 



Deuteronomy 28:13-14 (ESV) And the LORD will make 
you the head and not the tail, and you shall only go up 
and not down, if you obey the commandments of the 
LORD your God, which I command you today, being 
careful to do them, 14 and if you do not turn aside from 
any of the words that I command you today, to the right 
hand or to the left, to go after other gods to serve 
them.



CHUCK SWINDOLL

“Increased acreage involved a 
greater stake in the plan of God for 
Israel. Asking the Lord for more land 
was asking for a greater share in the 
covenant, which also brought with it 
all of its conditions- including curses 
for disobedience. “ 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Third, Jabez wanted God to expand his borders. In essence, he prayed, “God, broaden my frontier.” The problem with too many of us is that we are too easily satisfied where we are. We have become complacent with our little plots of land in the kingdom when God wants to use us to expand the influence of his kingdom in history. People who are complacent aren’t motivated to ask God for anything, so they don’t receive anything from God. Jabez wanted his kingdom influence to grow, and he knew the Lord could deliver.



TODAYS EQUIVALENT

Matthew 6:33 (ESV) But seek first the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be added to you.



REQUEST 3- HAND BE WITH HIM

1 Chon 4: 10 (ESV) and that your hand 
might be with me, and that you would 
keep me from harm so that it might not 
bring me pain!”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I don’t want to feel less and less of your hand the more success I find in my wayDivine empowerment



Power , strength, control or skill 



REQUEST 4- KEEP HIM FROM HARM

1 Chon 4: 10 (ESV) and that your hand might 
be with me, and that you would keep me 
from harm so that it might not bring me 
pain!”

Unshackled from the sorrow and anguish that has characterized his life
Hand of God is not only guiding force but a protective force
Not meaning to me bullet proof

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Much more personal for him in the light the name his mother gave himHe wanted to be unshackled from the life of misery shame and ridicule that had dogged hi life



1 Chronicles 4: 10 b…And God 
granted what he asked.



HONORED

1 Chronicles 4:9 (ESV) Jabez was more 
honorable than his brothers; and his mother 
called his name Jabez, saying, “Because I bore 
him in pain.”

















HONORED.. HEAVY ,, IMPRESSIVE

1 Chronicles 4:9 (ESV) Jabez was more 
honorable than his brothers; and his mother 
called his name Jabez, saying, “Because I bore 
him in pain.”

… 10 b…And God granted what he asked.

His life became a contradiction of his name; the son of 
sorrow having been free from pain in life,

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Description at the end of his life where a man of humble background his life is summed ipHeavy ,, impressiveHumble beginings but made amark for himself..to be proud ofHow did he turn his fortunes around? (Keil and Delitzsch Commentary) God's having so fulfilled his wish, that his life became a contradiction of his name; the son of sorrow having been free from pain in life, and having attained to greater happiness and reputation than his brothers.(Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary) The Jewish writers affirm that he was an eminent doctor in the law, whose reputation drew so many scribes around him that a town was called by his name (1Ch 2:55); and to the piety of his character this passage bears ample testimony



Legal scholar



TOWN OF JABEZ

1 Chronicles 2:55 (ESV) The clans also of the scribes 
who lived at Jabez: the Tirathites, the Shimeathites

and the Sucathites. These are the Kenites who came 
from Hammath, the father of the house of Rechab.



Jabez
Lords 
Prayer

Paul’s 
Prayers

APPLICATIONS 



PRAYER OF JABEZ TELLS US OF A 
FAITHFUL COVENANT KEEPING GOD

It cannot be used in a ritualized manner to get what you want from God



INTRODUCTION
“The little book you’re 
holding is about what 
happens when ordinary 
Christians decide to reach 
for an extraordinary life—
which, as it turns out, is 
exactly the kind God 
promises.” 

YOU MUST NOT RITUALISE PRAYER

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In only its sixth year of circulation, this brief, ninety-three-page book has sold a staggering ten million copies, pushing its way to the top of the New York Times best-seller list 



“I challenge you to make the Jabez 
prayer for blessing part of the daily 
fabric of your life. To do that, I 
encourage you to follow unwaveringly 
the plan outlined here for the next thirty 
days. By the end of that time, you’ll be 
noticing significant changes in your life, 
and the prayer will be on its way to 
becoming a treasured, lifelong habit.”

“word for word,”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
as some kind of magic formula that will somehow hypnotize God into blessing us.  He writes as if he has unearthed some long lost secret amulet from the caves of the Old Testament that will unlock God’s vault of blessing for us.  Wilkinson prays the Jabez prayer “word for word,”(p.11) and he tells stories of people who have been “praying the prayer” for any number of years.  “Bruce,” says one man, “I heard you preach the message of Jabez fifteen years ago, and I haven’t stopped praying it.  The change has been so overwhelming I have just never stopped.”  Wilkinson’s book is surely a cruel book in that it teaches if we fail to see God’s power unleashed and receive miracles by praying this prayer, we are undoubtedly spiritually deficient. Our faith has not brought about the desired blessings. What devastation there must be when a person, while praying this prayer, goes through one of God’s dark and frowning providences, e.g., a death of a child, a terminal illness, a loss of employment. What is God doing by ordering these hardships and afflictions while the person is busy praying the prayer of Jabez on a daily basis? Wilkinson offers no biblical answers.



PRECISELY AGAINST WHAT JESUS TAUGHT

Matthew 6:7-8 (ESV) And when you pray, do 
not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles 
do, for they think that they will be heard for 
their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for 
your Father knows what you need before you 
ask him.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A great emphasis in the book is on rituals, formulas, and repetition. Prayer is seen to be efficacious and virtuous the more it is repeated. Daily and weekly rituals are suggested in the book in order to assist people in praying the prayer of Jabez over and over; but our Lord warns us in the gospels of the danger of vain repetition and empty rituals in prayer. Wilkinson’s overall position on prayer seems to be unscriptural and an eclectic blending of various prayer traditions with a veneer of Christianity.Wilkinson ignores the centrality of the Lord’s Prayer as our model prayer, and, for all intents and purposes and without absolutely any biblical warrant, substitutes the prayer of Jabez for the Lord’s Prayer. Our Lord Jesus Christ teaches one thing; Bruce Wilkinson teaches the opposite. Who is right and who is wrong should not be a difficult judgment to make.Wilkinson’s book is surely a cruel book in that it teaches if we fail to see God’s power unleashed and receive miracles by praying this prayer, we are undoubtedly spiritually deficient. Our faith has not brought about the desired blessings. What devastation there must be when a person, while praying this prayer, goes through one of God’s dark and frowning providences, e.g., a death of a child, a terminal illness, a loss of employment. What is God doing by ordering these hardships and afflictions while the person is busy praying the prayer of Jabez on a daily basis? Wilkinson offers no biblical answers.



CONFESSION

PRAYER AS PENANCE



DREAM FOR AFRICA

• 2002 save one million AIDS orphans

• Swaziland

• Vegetable garden, AID seminars

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
One interesting episode in Wilkinson’s life merits mention for the way it so clearly contradicts his own teaching. In 2005 and 2006 both the Wall Street Journal and Christianity Todayreported on Wilkinson’s broken dream for Africa. In 2002, at the heart of the success of The Prayer of Jabez, Wilkinson traveled through Africa and later told Christianity Today, “God ripped open our chest, took out our heart, dug a hole in Africa, put it in, covered it with soil and said, ‘Now, follow your heart and move down to Africa’.” Wilkinson soon launched Dream for Africa and announced that he was moving to Africa to save one million AIDS orphans. He would begin his work in the small nation of Swaziland.



32,000 ACRES OF PRIME LAND
HOMES FOR 10000 ORPHANS

There would also be a new luxury hotel and an 18-hole golf course. Orphans would be 
trained as rodeo stars and safari guides at nearby game reserves.”

King Mswati III 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In 2002 Wilkinson was granted an audience with King Mswati III and soon thereafter announced the African Dream Village. This village would be what the Wall Street Journal termed “a massive tourist-orphan-industrial complex.” The village would have homes for 10,000 orphans with each one housing twenty children and an elderly Swazi couple to serve as parents and chaperones. The houses would have a $500 per week bed and breakfast suite for tourists, allowing wealthy Western tourists to combine vacation with charity. “Fifty such homes would form a mini-village of 1,000 orphans, built around a theme — such as Wild West rodeos or Swazi village life — to entertain guests. There would also be a new luxury hotel and an 18-hole golf course. Orphans would be trained as rodeo stars and safari guides at nearby game reserves.”Wilkinson recruited a native Swazi to help him head the project. Together they located 32,000 acres of prime land and asked the government to grant the organization a ninety-nine-year lease. Over several months they pitched the idea to various government officials and received verbal commitments. Finally Wilkinson provided a 34-page proposal and gave the Swazi government five days to approve it, threatening he would take his plan elsewhere if they did not grant immediate approval. For several months he negotiated until he realized his position was hopeless. Swazi media was mocking his plan, Swazi citizens were outraged that he planned to take children away from their clans and villages, and the king showed that he had no genuine interest.In October Wilkinson suddenly announced his resignation, saying “With the successful launch of Dream for Africa, my family and I feel our work in Africa is complete.” An internal memo to his staff explained that, to his regret, God had told him to leave Africa and return to North America. The dream dwindled and died.What went wrong? On 19 December 05 the Wall Street Journal published a lengthy article on how the African dream of Bruce turned into a nightmare. The article is titled: “Unanswered prayers: In Swaziland, US preacher sees his dream vanish.” In this article it is also related how Bruce acted against the advice of the US ambassador to Swaziland:“In May, Mr. Wilkinson tried to win the Bush administration to his side. In a convoy of SUVs, he took U.S. Ambassador Lewis Lucke to the proposed site of the Dream Village.... A few days later, Mr. Lucke showed up at Mr. Wilkinson’s door and told him he considered it unwise to move orphans away from their villages.......The ambassador’s words seemed prophetic a couple of weeks later, when a Dream for Africa draft plan found its way into Swazi newspapers, turning public opinion sharply against Mr. Wilkinson. Under the headline ‘British Colony or Dr Bruce Colony?’ one op-ed writer in the Swazi News wrote, ‘Why can’t he simply tell us that he wants to be given the whole country so that he can gloat to his friends overseas that he owns a modern day colony in Africa called Swaziland?’” ...





JANIS JOPLIN

Oh Lord, won't you buy me
A Mercedes Benz?
My friends all drive Porsches
I must make amends

I worked hard all my lifetime
No help from my friends
Oh Lord, won't you buy me
A Mercedes Benz?

PRAYER AS A COVER FOR COVETOUSNESS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Janis Joplin (January 19, 1943 – October 4, 1970) was an American singer-songwriter who sang rock, soul, and blues music. One of the most successful and widely known rock stars of her era, she was noted for her powerful mezzo-soprano vocals[1] and "electric" stage presenceThe song's lyrics were written at Vahsen's, a Port Chester, New York bar, on August 8, 1970, during an impromptu poetry jam between Joplin and songwriter Bob Neuwirth.[2] The lyrics were inspired by the first line of a song written by the San Francisco beat poet Michael McClure, "Come on, God, and buy me a Mercedes Benz." Joplin heard it sung by a friend of McClure's, and she began to sing it too.



JANIS JOPLIN

Oh Lord, won't you buy me
A night on the town?
I'm counting on you, Lord
Please don't let me down

Show me you love me
And buy the next round
Oh Lord, won't you buy me
A night on the town?



James 4:2-3 (ESV) You 
desire and do not have, so 
you murder. You covet and 
cannot obtain, so you fight 
and quarrel. You do not 
have, because you do not 
ask. 3 You ask and do not 
receive, because you ask 
wrongly, to spend it on your 
passions.



JABEZ TYPES OF HEROES OF FAITH

Hebrews 11:32-34 (ESV) And what more shall I say? 
For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, 
Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the 
prophets— 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, 
enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the 
mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, 
escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out 
of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign 
armies to flight.



NON JABEZ TYPE HEROES OF FAITH

Hebrews 11:35-39 (ESV) Women received back their 
dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to 
accept release, so that they might rise again to a 
better life. 36 Others suffered mocking and flogging, 
and even chains and imprisonment. 



LESS STATED HEROES OF FAITH

37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were 
killed with the sword. They went about in skins of 
sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— 38 of 
whom the world was not worthy—wandering about in 
deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the 
earth.

39 And all these, though commended through their 
faith, did not receive what was promised,



THE GLORY OF GOD

Mercy and JusticeGlory and Majesty

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
(For Everyone Commentary Series - New Testament Set (18 Vols.)) In fact, the scene at the transfiguration (as it’s normally called) offers a strange parallel and contrast to the crucifixion (Matthew 27.33-54). If you’re going to meditate on the one, you might like to hold the other in your mind as well, as a sort of backdrop. Here, on a mountain, is Jesus, revealed in glory; there, on a hill outside Jerusalem, is Jesus, revealed in shame. Here his clothes are shining white; there, they have been stripped off, and soldiers have gambled for them. Here he is flanked by Moses and Elijah, two of Israel’s greatest heroes, representing the law and the prophets; there, he is flanked by two brigands, representing the level to which Israel had sunk in rebellion against God. Here, a bright cloud overshadows the scene; there, darkness comes upon the land. Here Peter blurts out how wonderful it all is; there, he is hiding in shame after denying he even knows Jesus. Here a voice from God himself declares that this is his wonderful son; there, a pagan soldier declares, in surprise, that this really was God’s son. There is silence on the cross from God only Jesus saying my God my God why have you forsaken me?The mountain-top explains the hill-top – and vice versa. Perhaps we only really understand either of them when we see it side by side with the other. Learn to see the glory in the cross; learn to see the cross in the glory; and you will have begun to bring together the laughter and the tears of the God who hides in the cloud, the God who is to be known in the strange person of Jesus himself. This story is, of course, about being surprised by the power, love and beauty of God. But the point of it is that we should learn to recognize that same power, love and beauty within Jesus, and to listen for it in his voice – not least when he tells us to take up the cross and follow him.(Tyndale New Testament Commentaries 2014 (20 Vol.)) The one who is to suffer is God’s chosen Messiah, his Son, whose true nature is revealed in divine glory. So the theologia crucis and the theologia gloriae are boldly brought together; neither is complete without the other.



ENLARGING BORDERS

Matthew 6:9-10 (ESV) Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name.

10 Your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.



STRUGGLING START IN LIFE DOES 
NOT MEAN A LIMITED LIFE



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ed Vasicek: These 4 celebrities were almost abortedJan 28, 2018     This past week marked another anniversary of the famous Roe v. Wade decision.Central Indiana, like much of America, is divided over the issue of abortion. There are a variety of arguments used by both camps. I am personally convinced abortion is wrong and that human life is sacred from the point of conception until death. I know many readers agree with my stance, others strongly disagree, while others are not committed to a position.Abortion is admittedly a charged issue, and some women who choose abortion do so because they are confused or in a desperate situation. Pregnancy includes (usually) two persons united — the mom and the baby. But it is important to consider both parties.I admit that all this is easy for me to say; I sit comfortably in my easy chair. That’s why I appreciate caring guidance centers, like Living Alternatives and Birthright. They offer help beyond the easy chair, guidance for where the rubber meets the road.Although I could take this column in a variety of directions, I would like for us to consider some famous people who were almost aborted — or might have been a good candidate for abortion. They represent perhaps millions of Americans who are lesser known, but whose mothers chose life even though the moms were tempted to consider abortion.Let’s start off with Justin Bieber, whose mom, Pattie Mallette, considered aborting him. According to NationalPost.com, “Pattie Mallette’s position on abortion is clear: Had she not converted to Christianity before getting pregnant as a teen, her pop star phenom son Justin Bieber would have never been born.”The article continues, “Ms. Mallette is executive producer of the short film, ‘Crescendo,’ which carries a strong pro-life message and will be screened in pregnancy centers across the United States, and if their goal is met, around the world.”Another famous person who could have been (illegally) aborted was Steve Jobs, founder of Apple and one of America’s true greats. According to rebelcircus.com, “An interview with Steve Jobs for his biography reveals that Steve was almost a victim of an abortion. He states ‘I wanted to meet her [my natural mother] mostly to see if she was OK and to thank her, because I’m glad I didn’t end up as an abortion. She was 23 and she went through a lot to have me.” In today’s climate with legal abortion available, one wonders if Jobs would have survived.Tim Tebow’s mother was advised to abort him. According to USA Today, when an ad from Focus on the Family aired in 2010, “The … ad, featuring college football star Tim Tebow, didn’t mention abortion. But it reminded people that Tim Tebow’s mother, Pam Tebow, was advised to abort him. And that made some people very angry.”Andrea Bocelli, the blind opera singer, will wow just about anybody with his amazing voice. According the UK Telegraph, Bocelli “... interrupted a concert to recount the story of a pregnant woman [who] was admitted to hospital with appendicitis.“‘The doctors had to apply some ice on her stomach and when the treatments ended the doctors suggested that she abort the child,’ said the singer.“‘They told her it was the best solution because the baby would be born with some disability.“‘But the young brave wife decided not to abort, and the child was born,’ he said.“‘That woman was my mother, and I was the child.’”True, most babies delivered from abortion are not celebrities or creative geniuses. But they become adult children, moms and dads, police officers, surgeons, repair our furnaces, deliver our mail, and roof our houses. Human potential is amazing, human life is precious.https://www.kokomotribune.com/opinion/columns/ed-vasicek-these-4-celebrities-were-almost-aborted/article_e6454592-02c9-11e8-b1af-fbe6cca8fbf4.html



THE ISSUE IS NOT YOUR BACKGROUND

Philippians 3:12 (ESV) Not that I have 
already obtained this or am already perfect, 
but I press on to make it my own, because 
Christ Jesus has made me his own.



IT IS YOUR DIRECTION

Philippians 3:7-8 (ESV) But whatever gain I had, I 
counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count 
everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.



PSALMS 3:3-4 (ESV)

But you, O LORD, are a 
shield about me,

my glory, and the lifter of 
my head.

4 I cried aloud to the LORD, 
and he answered me from 
his holy hill.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
     In Psalm 3:3 David says to God, You are “my glory.”  He prized HIM, and found glory and honor and pride in him when everything else failed.  We saw last week that the introduction to this Psalm tells us that this is “A Psalm of David, when he fled from Absalom his son.”  II Samuel 15 tells us the story.  Absalom had beguiled the people of Israel and turned them all against David, and he had to flee for his life.  He had lost his kingdom, his riches, his army, his family, his own son! — his own personal glory was now trampled in the dust and in dishonor – he had lost everything in the world!  But David could still say to God: “YOU are my glory!”  God was more important to him than anything else – than everything else together!      As we saw, that word “glory” means “weighty”.  When David said that God was his “glory”, he was saying that God is the “Weightiest” thing in his life.  He was saying that you could put everything else one side of the scale, and God on the other, and He outweighs it all.  He is the glory.  There is nothing more important.Over and over the Bible tells us that GOD is to be the glory of His people.  This is what we were created for, to experience the glory of God.  It is what we LOST when we sinned: “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  We turned away from God, and looked for glory in other things, but Jesus came to die on the cross and pay for our sins, so that if we would turn away from finding glory in the wrong things, and turn back to God, that we could be forgiven, and know again that glory of God which we were MADE to experience So when we are saved, the most important thing we gain is NOT “mansions” or “streets of gold” or “pearly gates”, but the glory of God forever in His presence – what we lost when we sinned.  The glory of God will be our eternal joy, and it is to be our pursuit while we live on earth.  God is to be our glory. 



YOUR DESTINATION

Philippians 3:13-14 (ESV) Brothers, I do not consider 
that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: 
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 
what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the 
prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus



IT IS NOT YOU WHO ACHIEVED BUT CHRIST

2 Timothy 4:7 (ESV) I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We just have to keep the faith…to hang on



HIS HAND BE WITH YOU

Ephesians 3:16-19 (ESV) he may grant you to be 
strengthened with power through his Spirit in your 
inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in 
love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the 
saints what is the breadth and length and height and 
depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness 
of God.



ITS NOT ABOUT THE PAIN

Philippians 3:10-11 (ESV) that I may know him and the 
power of his resurrection, and may share his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by 
any means possible I may attain the resurrection from 
the dead.



10,024 ORPHANS 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
George Müller built five large orphan houses and cared for 10,024 orphans in his lifetime. When he started in 1834, there were accommodations for 3,600 orphans in all of England, and twice that many children under 8 were in prison. One of the great effects of Müller’s ministry was to inspire others so that, according to biographer A.T. Pierson, “fifty years after Mr. Müller began his work, at least one hundred thousand orphans were cared for in England alone” (George Müller of Bristol, 274).



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
He prayed in millions of dollars (in today’s currency) for the orphans, and never asked anyone directly for money. He never took a salary in the last 68 years of his ministry, but trusted God to put in people’s hearts to send him what he needed. He never took out a loan or went into debt. And neither he nor the orphans were ever hungry.He did all this while he was preaching three times a week from 1830 to 1898, at least ten thousand times. And when he turned 70, he fulfilled a lifelong dream of missionary work for the next seventeen years, until he was 87. He traveled to 42 countries, preaching an average of once a day and addressing some three million people.





GEORGE MULLER PRAYER
I am in myself a poor worthless sinner, but I have been 
saved by the blood of Christ; and I do not live in sin; I walk 
uprightly before God. Therefore, if it is really good for 
me, my darling wife will be raised up again, sick as she is. 
God will restore her again. But if she is not restored again, 
then it would not be a good thing for me. And so my heart 
was at rest. I was satisfied with God. And all this springs, 
as I have often said before, from taking God at his word, 
believing what he says

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
. (A Narrative of Some of the Lord’s Dealings with George Müller, 2:745)
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