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Presentation Notes
After announcing his divorce, Joshua Harris, author of "I Kissed Dating Goodbye," and former pastor of a mega-church in Maryland, renounced his faith, saying: "I have undergone a massive shift in regard to my faith in Jesus. The popular phrase for this is 'deconstruction,' the biblical phrase is 'falling away.' By all the measurements I have for defining a Christian, I am not a Christian.”Writer and one-time Pastor Joshua Harris is once more trying to reach American Evangelicals through media. But this time, his message departs from his conservative teaching on sexuality and dating. Harris has made a documentary titled “I Survived I Kissed Dating Goodbye,” in reference to his book on dating “I Kissed Dating Goodbye.” In the film, produced and directed by fellow graduate student Jessica Van Der Wyngaard, Harris reevaluates his beliefs.Twenty years ago, a 21-year-old Harris became a leading voice in the Evangelical purity movement, a movement in the 1990s and early 2000s that emphasized sexual purity in response to the excesses of the Sexual Revolution and the 1980s. Southern baptists founded True Love Waits, a group that promotes abstinence till marriage, which it emphasized through strict rules about male-female interactions, and other denominations soon took up the cause. More than a million young people signed a True Love Waits pledge to remain sexually pure both physically and emotionally. Interacting with people of the opposite sex in a Christian manner became a key topic for teenagers. The term “courtship” was used to define a more Christian version of dating, a process Harris himself helped popularize with “I Kissed Dating Goodbye,” published in 1997.The book recounts how as a teenager, Harris reevaluated his casual dating habits and decided to wait until he was ready for marriage to date or “court.” The book became wildly popular: I frequently saw it in the hands of peers throughout middle school and into high school. The sequel, “Boy Meets Girl: Say Hello to Courtship,” explains the courtship model for readers who are ready to pursue a relationship. This means only pursuing a relationship if you would also consider marriage with that person, asking parents and other mentors to oversee the relationship, and other conditions meant to keep the relationship intentional and God-honoring. Harris’ model soon became the norm in many Christian circles. Decades later, Harris and his readers alike are critiquing the culture in which they grew up, and reevaluating its principles — principles that became, in some cases, a very legalistic set of rules. People found that even though they followed the prescribed guidelines for courtship, they were not saved from pain: marriages fell apart, relationships failed, and feelings of sexual desire caused shame. Prompted by the criticism of many on social media, several of whom blame Harris for difficult past experiences, and his own changed views, Harris discontinued the publication of “I Kissed Dating Goodbye.” But he hasn’t stopped there. In the film, Harris speaks with people from all over the world who thought his teaching had harmed them, as well as Christian writers and speakers who discussed the way Christian culture has dealt with sexuality and dating.At its core, the film is an apology from Harris for having given unwise advice to countless young Christians. Harris states that he wants to take responsibility in part for having advanced ideas that were taken to such extremes, even if the flaws in the culture are not his fault. The documentary also serves as a platform for conversation between Harris and many different voices: He interviewed multiple speakers and writers and engaged with their diverse opinions, often just listening to what they had to say, even if their opinions differed with his. One man offered insight into what went wrong with the purity movement: “I love rules,” he said. We take general principles and make them into rules when we can, and then legalism takes hold. Author Dale Kuehne stated that the Evangelical culture over-glorified the institution of marriage, making it the ultimate goal: If you don’t get married, you miss the best experience in life. Harris said he learned from Kuehne that Christians were more influenced by the sexual revolution than they knew: “We had bought into the idea that sex was essential for fulfillment and happiness.” The “chastity movement” message is as sex-oriented as the culture it pushed back against, said Christine J. Gardner, author and professor at Wheaton College. Dannah Gresh, a Christian writer for women, criticized the use of the word “purity,” which has become synonymous with virginity to many Christians. Harris himself stated that the trouble with this definition is that purity becomes contingent exclusively on sexual abstinence, making those who may not be sexually pure permanently damaged.Harris also interviewed Lisa Bonos, an editor of the Washington Post’s page on relationships, to include insight into the secular dating culture as well. She assured him that even a low-expectation online dating culture can be emotionally taxing, and it’s hard to heal from a disappointed relationship. A possible takeaway: swinging to the opposite extreme won’t solve everything. Reflecting on the conversations he had engaged in, Harris said: “my book harmed people, my book helped people.” Some people wanted him to deny everything in his book — even Biblical elements he still holds to be true — but Harris only says that there’s no clear answer to dating. The extreme teaching on romance that swept through churches as a symptom of purity culture was not Harris’ fault. Though his desire to take ownership for his words is good, the problem is deeper. Parents and pastors who treated his words as authority are also responsible for promoting a 21-year-old’s teaching on dating and marriage. The film, while well-meaning, might also have maintained elements of what made him regret his book in the first place. The publicity of his apology matched the publicity of his teaching, and that seems appropriate. But Harris might come to regret the narrative arc of the film, in which his introspective musings on his own journey seem to subvert the humility he shows in other parts of the film. Near the end, Harris says that mistake when writing the book was “looking for an easy, simple answer.” “I think that its premise is flawed,” he said, encouraging people to think for themselves and engage with ideas that differ from their own. The end of the film may be its strongest moment, and harkens back to Harris’s conversation with Dale Kuehne: Marriage is not the most important thing, and is just a part of the journey. A feast is laid on a long table before a church altar, and the camera fades on a community of people eating together, while in a voiceover Harris reminds of scripture’s promise of unity with Christ at his table: “There are no ghosts at the feast, no lingering regrets. Only a community of fully alive, fully human, fully redeemed men and women…”
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Hillsong Songwriter Marty Sampson Says He’s Losing His Christian Faith BY RELEVANTAUGUST 12, 2019 Marty Sampson is a prolific worship music writer, writing and cowriting songs for Hillsong Worship, Hillsong United, Delirious and Young & Free. Originally from Sydney, he first started leading worship with Hillsong in the late 1990s, though it’s been years since he has written music for them.However, this weekend Sampson took to Instagram to inform his followers that “I’m genuinely losing my faith.”Here’s the post. (We’ve cleaned up some of the punctuation)[lborder]Time for some real talk. I’m genuinely losing my faith, and it doesn’t bother me. Like, what bothers me now is nothing. I am so happy now, so at peace with the world. It’s crazy.This is a soapbox moment so here I go … How many preachers fall? Many. No one talks about it. How many miracles happen. Not many. No one talks about it. Why is the Bible full of contradictions? No one talks about it. How can God be love yet send four billion people to a place, all ‘coz they don’t believe? No one talks about it. Christians can be the most judgmental people on the planet—they can also be some of the most beautiful and loving people. But it’s not for me.I am not in any more. I want genuine truth. Not the “I just believe it” kind of truth. Science keeps piercing the truth of every religion. Lots of things help people change their lives, not just one version of God. Got so much more to say, but for me, I keeping it real. Unfollow if you want, I’ve never been about living my life for others. SEE ALSOMOVIESTrailer: Leonardo DiCaprio and Jennifer Lawrence Prepare For a Comet to Hit Earth in ‘Don’t Look Up’All I know is what’s true to me right now, and Christianity just seems to me like another religion at this point. I could go on, but I won’t. Love and forgive absolutely. Be kind absolutely. Be generous and do good to others absolutely. Some things are good no matter what you believe. Let the rain fall, the sun will come up tomorrow.[/lborder]Sampson’s post comes just a few days after famed Christian author Joshua Harris announced over Facebook that he doesn’t currently consider himself a Christian.You can see the original post here.https://www.relevantmagazine.com/culture/hillsong-songwriter-marty-sampson-says-hes-losing-his-christian-faith/
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Religion’s Sudden Decline: Why It’s Happening and What Comes NextDec 10, 2020 | Current Events, expert analysis, International | 0 commentsBy Ronald F Inglehart, Amy and Alan Lowenstein Professor Emeritus of Democracy, Democratization and Human Rights, and Research Professor Emeritus at theCenter for Political Studies. Professor Inglehart is the author of the forthcoming book Religion’s Sudden Decline: Why It’s Happening and What Comes Next. Research note: Data originally used in this book overstated the degree to which the importance of God had declined among the American public. None of the overall conclusions change because of these errors. Read the research note “Religion’s Sudden Decline, Revisited.”As the 21st century began, religion was spreading rapidly. The collapse of communism had left a psychological vacuum that was being filled with resurgent religion, fundamentalism was a rising political force in the United States, and the 9/11 attacks drew attention to the power of militant Islam. There were claims of a global resurgence of religion. An analysis of religious trends from 1981 to 2007 in 49 countries containing 60% of the world’s population did not find a global resurgence of religion—most high-income countries were becoming less religious—however, it did show that in 33 of the 49 countries studied, people had become more religious (Norris and Inglehart, 2011). But since 2007, things have changed with surprising speed. From 2007 to 2020, an overwhelming majority (43 out of 49) of these same countries became less religious. This decline in belief is strongest in high-income countries but it is evident across most of the world (Inglehart, 2021). A particularly dramatic shift away from religion took place among the American public. For years, the United States had been the key case demonstrating that economic modernization need not produce secularization. But recently, the American public has been moving away from religion along with virtually all other high-income countries—in fact, religiosity has been declining more rapidly in the US than in most other countries.Several forces are driving this trend but the most powerful one is the waning grip of a set of beliefs closely linked with the imperative of maintaining high birth rates. For many centuries, most societies assigned women the role of producing as many children as possible and discouraged divorce, abortion, homosexuality, contraception, and any other sexual behavior not linked with reproduction. Virtually all major world religions encouraged high fertility because it was necessary, in the world of high infant mortality and low life expectancy that prevailed until recently, for the average woman to produce five to eight children in order to simply replace the population. Religions that didn‘t emphasize these norms gradually disappeared.A growing number of countries have now attained high life expectancies and drastically reduced infant mortality rates, making these traditional cultural norms no longer necessary. This process didn’t happen overnight. The major world religions had presented pro-fertility norms as absolute moral rules and firmly resisted change. People only slowly give up the familiar beliefs and societal roles they have known since childhood, concerning gender and sexual behavior. But when a society reaches a sufficiently high level of economic and physical security, younger generations grow up taking that security for granted and the norms around fertility recede. Ideas, practices, and laws concerning gender equality, divorce, abortion, and homosexuality are now changing rapidly. Almost all high-income societies have recently reached a tipping point where the balance shifts from pro-fertility norms being dominant, to individual-choice norms being dominant. Several other factors help explain the waning of religion. In the United States, politics explains part of the decline. Since the 1990s, the Republican Party has sought to win support by adopting conservative Christian positions on same sex marriage, abortion, and other cultural issues. But this appeal to religious voters has had the corollary effect of pushing other voters, especially young liberal ones, away from religion. The uncritical embrace of President Donald Trump by conservative evangelical leaders has accelerated this trend. And the Roman Catholic Church has lost adherents because of its own crises. A 2020 Pew Research Center survey found that an overwhelming majority US adults were aware of recent reports of sexual abuse by Catholic priests, and most of them believed that the abuses were “ongoing problems that are still happening.” Accordingly, many US Catholics said that they have scaled back attendance at mass in response to these reports. Although some religious conservatives warn that the retreat from faith will lead to a collapse of social cohesion and public morality, the evidence doesn’t support this claim. Surprising as it may seem, countries that are less religious actually tend to be less corrupt and have lower murder rates than religious ones. Each year, Transparency International published a Corruption Perception Index that ranks public-sector corruption in 180 countries and territories. Is corruption less widespread in religious countries than less religious ones? The answer is an unequivocal “No”—in fact, religious countries actually tend to be more corrupt than secular ones. This pattern also applies to other crimes, such as murder. Surprising as it may seem, the murder rate is more than ten times as high in the most religious countries as it is in the least religious countries. Some relatively poor countries have low murder rates, but overall, prosperous countries that provide their residents with material and legal security are much safer than poor countries. It’s not that religiosity causes corruption and murder, but that both crime and religiosity tend to be high in poor countries. In early agrarian societies, when most people lived just above the survival level, religion may have been the most effective way to maintain order and cohesion. But as traditional religiosity declines, an equally strong set of moral norms seems to be emerging to fill the void. Survey evidence from countries containing over 90%of the world’s population indicates that in highly secure and secular countries, people are giving increasingly high priority to self-expression and free choice, with a growing emphasis on human rights, tolerance of outsiders, environmental protection, gender equality, and freedom of speech. As societies develop from agrarian to industrial to knowledge-based, growing existential security tends to reduce the importance of religion in people’s lives and people become less obedient to traditional religious leaders and institutions. That trend seems likely to continue, but pandemics such as the current one reduce peoples’ sense of existential security. If the pandemic were to endure for decades, or lead to an enduring Great Depression, the theory underlying this article implies that the cultural changes of recent decades would reverse themselves. That’s conceivable but it would run counter to the trend toward growing prosperity and rising life expectancy that has been spreading throughout the world for the past 500 years. This trend rarely reverses itself for long because it is driven by technological innovation which, once it emerges, usually persists and spreads. If that happens, the long-term outlook is for public morality to be less determined by traditional religions, and increasingly shaped by the culture of growing acceptance of outgroups, gender equality, and environmentalism that has been emerging in recent decades. 



Declining 
belief in God

Increased 
belief in 

God



STATE OF THE AMERICAN 
CHURCH 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

96,171 adults Survey 2000-2020

Pract Christians Non Prac Christian NC

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 In this report, we explore data collected among 96,171 surveys over more than 20 years
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THE TWO FACES OF UNBELIEF

1) What causes unbelief

2) What are the consequences of unbelief

3) How do we overcome unbelief



Matthew 13: 53 And when Jesus had 
finished these parables, he went away 
from there, 54 and coming to his 
hometown he taught them in their 
synagogue, so that they were 
astonished, and said, “Where did this 
man get this wisdom and these mighty 
works











astonished, 
wisdom
mighty works



PREJUDICE:

Matthew 13: 55 Is not this the 
carpenter's son? Is not his mother 
called Mary? And are not his 
brothers James and Joseph and 
Simon and Judas? 56 And are not all 
his sisters with us? Where then did 
this man get all these things?”





Disbelieve in the face of the evidence

SKEPTICISM
CYNICISM
OUTRAGE



MATTHEW 13: 57 AND THEY 
TOOK OFFENSE AT HIM

Skandalizoo
to cause to be brought to a downfall, 
cause to sin (BDAG)



JESUS CONCLUSION

Matthew 13: 57 And they took 
offense at him. But Jesus said to 
them, “A prophet is not without 
honor except in his hometown and 
in his own household.” 



MOTIVATED 
REASONING
Emotions and basic physiological 

traits influence rational thought

Peter Ditto and David F. Lopez, Univ California

Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 1992
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Fact or opinion?It's a distinction we learn as kids. But it turns out judging facts isn't nearly as black-and-white as your third-grade teacher might have had you believe.In reality, we rely on a biased set of cognitive processes to arrive at a given conclusion or belief. This natural tendency to cherry pick and twist the facts to fit with our existing beliefs is known as motivated reasoning—and we all do it."Motivated reasoning is a pervasive tendency of human cognition," says Peter Ditto, PhD, a social psychologist at the University of California, Irvine, who studies how motivation, emotion and intuition influence judgment. "People are capable of being thoughtful and rational, but our wishes, hopes, fears and motivations often tip the scales to make us more likely to accept something as true if it supports what we want to believe."In today's era of polarized politics—and when facts themselves are under attack—understanding this inclination (and finding ways to sidestep it) has taken on new urgency, psychologists say.Red facts and blue factsMuch of the early research on motivated reasoning showed that people weigh facts differently when those facts are personally threatening. More than two decades ago, Ditto and David F. Lopez, PhD, compared study participants who received either favorable or unfavorable medical tests results. People who were told they'd tested positive for a (fictitious) enzyme linked to pancreatic disorders were more likely to rate the test as less accurate, cite more explanations to discount the results and request a second opinion (Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 1992)."It takes more information to make you believe something you don't want to believe than something you do," Ditto says.We don't just delude ourselves when it comes to our health and well-being. Research shows we also interpret facts differently if they challenge our personal beliefs, group identity or moral values. "In modern media terms, that might mean a person is quick to share a political article on social media if it supports their beliefs, but is more likely to fact-check the story if it doesn't," Ditto says.For instance, Ditto and his former student Brittany Liu, PhD, have shown the link between people's moral convictions and their assessment of facts. They found people who were morally opposed to condom education, for example, were less likely to believe that condoms were effective at preventing pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases. 



Solution aversion: On the relation between ideology and 
motivated disbelief. Journal of Personality and Social 
Psychology, 107(5), 809–824
Campbell, T. H., & Kay, A. C. (2014).
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The Science of Why We Don’t Believe Science�How our brains fool us on climate, creationism, and the vaccine-autism link. CHRIS MOONEY�Bio | Follow�Illustration: Jonathon Rosen Fight disinformation. Get a daily recap of the facts that matter. Sign up for the free Mother Jones newsletter.�“A MAN WITH A CONVICTION is a hard man to change. Tell him you disagree and he turns away. Show him facts or figures and he questions your sources. Appeal to logic and he fails to see your point.” So wrote the celebrated Stanford University psychologist Leon Festinger (PDF), in a passage that might have been referring to climate change denial—the persistent rejection, on the part of so many Americans today, of what we know about global warming and its human causes. But it was too early for that—this was the 1950s—and Festinger was actually describing a famous case study in psychology. Festinger and several of his colleagues had infiltrated the Seekers, a small Chicago-area cult whose members thought they were communicating with aliens—including one, “Sananda,” who they believed was the astral incarnation of Jesus Christ. The group was led by Dorothy Martin, a Dianetics devotee who transcribed the interstellar messages through automatic writing. Through her, the aliens had given the precise date of an Earth-rending cataclysm: December 21, 1954. Some of Martin’s followers quit their jobs and sold their property, expecting to be rescued by a flying saucer when the continent split asunder and a new sea swallowed much of the United States. The disciples even went so far as to remove brassieres and rip zippers out of their trousers—the metal, they believed, would pose a danger on the spacecraft.�Festinger and his team were with the cult when the prophecy failed. First, the “boys upstairs” (as the aliens were sometimes called) did not show up and rescue the Seekers. Then December 21 arrived without incident. It was the moment Festinger had been waiting for: How would people so emotionally invested in a belief system react, now that it had been soundly refuted? Read also: the truth about Climategate.Read also: the truth about Climategate.At first, the group struggled for an explanation. But then rationalization set in. A new message arrived, announcing that they’d all been spared at the last minute. Festinger summarized the extraterrestrials’ new pronouncement: “The little group, sitting all night long, had spread so much light that God had saved the world from destruction.” Their willingness to believe in the prophecy had saved Earth from the prophecy! From that day forward, the Seekers, previously shy of the press and indifferent toward evangelizing, began to proselytize. “Their sense of urgency was enormous,” wrote Festinger. The devastation of all they had believed had made them even more certain of their beliefs. By signing up, you agree to our privacy policy and terms of use, and to receive messages from Mother Jones and our partners.�In the annals of denial, it doesn’t get much more extreme than the Seekers. They lost their jobs, the press mocked them, and there were efforts to keep them away from impressionable young minds. But while Martin’s space cult might lie at on the far end of the spectrum of human self-delusion, there’s plenty to go around. And since Festinger’s day, an array of new discoveries in psychology and neuroscience has further demonstrated how our preexisting beliefs, far more than any new facts, can skew our thoughts and even color what we consider our most dispassionate and logical conclusions. This tendency toward so-called “motivated reasoning” helps explain why we find groups so polarized over matters where the evidence is so unequivocal: climate change, vaccines, “death panels,” the birthplace and religion of the president (PDF), and much else. It would seem that expecting people to be convinced by the facts flies in the face of, you know, the facts. The theory of motivated reasoning builds on a key insight of modern neuroscience (PDF): Reasoning is actually suffused with emotion (or what researchers often call “affect”). Not only are the two inseparable, but our positive or negative feelings about people, things, and ideas arise much more rapidly than our conscious thoughts, in a matter of milliseconds—fast enough to detect with an EEG device, but long before we’re aware of it. That shouldn’t be surprising: Evolution required us to react very quickly to stimuli in our environment. It’s a “basic human survival skill,” explains political scientist Arthur Lupia of the University of Michigan. We push threatening information away; we pull friendly information close. We apply fight-or-flight reflexes not only to predators, but to data itself. We apply fight-or-flight reflexes not only to predators, but to data itself.�We’re not driven only by emotions, of course—we also reason, deliberate. But reasoning comes later, works slower—and even then, it doesn’t take place in an emotional vacuum. Rather, our quick-fire emotions can set us on a course of thinking that’s highly biased, especially on topics we care a great deal about. Consider a person who has heard about a scientific discovery that deeply challenges her belief in divine creation—a new hominid, say, that confirms our evolutionary origins. What happens next, explains political scientist Charles Taber of Stony Brook University, is a subconscious negative response to the new information—and that response, in turn, guides the type of memories and associations formed in the conscious mind. “They retrieve thoughts that are consistent with their previous beliefs,” says Taber, “and that will lead them to build an argument and challenge what they’re hearing.” Advertise with Mother Jones�In other words, when we think we’re reasoning, we may instead be rationalizing. Or to use an analogy offered by University of Virginia psychologist Jonathan Haidt: We may think we’re being scientists, but we’re actually being lawyers (PDF). Our “reasoning” is a means to a predetermined end—winning our “case”—and is shot through with biases. They include “confirmation bias,” in which we give greater heed to evidence and arguments that bolster our beliefs, and “disconfirmation bias,” in which we expend disproportionate energy trying to debunk or refute views and arguments that we find uncongenial. That’s a lot of jargon, but we all understand these mechanisms when it comes to interpersonal relationships. If I don’t want to believe that my spouse is being unfaithful, or that my child is a bully, I can go to great lengths to explain away behavior that seems obvious to everybody else—everybody who isn’t too emotionally invested to accept it, anyway. That’s not to suggest that we aren’t also motivated to perceive the world accurately—we are. Or that we never change our minds—we do. It’s just that we have other important goals besides accuracy—including identity affirmation and protecting one’s sense of self—and often those make us highly resistant to changing our beliefs when the facts say we should. Modern science originated from an attempt to weed out such subjective lapses—what that great 17th century theorist of the scientific method, Francis Bacon, dubbed the “idols of the mind.” Even if individual researchers are prone to falling in love with their own theories, the broader processes of peer review and institutionalized skepticism are designed to ensure that, eventually, the best ideas prevail. Scientific evidence is highly susceptible to misinterpretation. Giving ideologues scientific data that’s relevant to their beliefs is like unleashing them in the motivated-reasoning equivalent of a candy store.�Our individual responses to the conclusions that science reaches, however, are quite another matter. Ironically, in part because researchers employ so much nuance and strive to disclose all remaining sources of uncertainty, scientific evidence is highly susceptible to selective reading and misinterpretation. Giving ideologues or partisans scientific data that’s relevant to their beliefs is like unleashing them in the motivated-reasoning equivalent of a candy store. 



Republicans’ skepticism toward climate 
change science is linked to beliefs about the 
policy solutions
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The findings support the idea "that Republicans’ skepticism toward climate change science is linked to beliefs about the policy solutions," wrote Kay and Campbell. 



“In any issue where people's 
cherished beliefs and identities 
are in play, you're probably going 
to see some amount of solution 
aversion”



HE IS JUST LIKE US

Matthew 13: 55 Is not this the 
carpenter's son? Is not his mother 
called Mary? And are not his brothers 
James and Joseph and Simon and 
Judas? 56 And are not all his sisters 
with us? Where then did this man get 
all these things?”
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CAMPBELL 

"We alter our 
view of reality 
to be as 
flattering as 
possible”

Consumer behavior 
research at Duke 
University business school
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The Christmas the Aliens Didn’t ComeWhat a failed doomsday prophecy taught psychologists about the nature of beliefBy Julie BeckTaken in Roswell, New Mexico on December 27, 2010 (Robin Loznak / ZUMA Press / Corbis)DECEMBER 18, 2015SHAREAt 6 o’clock on Christmas Eve, 1954, a small group of people gathered on the street outside Dorothy Martin’s home in Oak Park, Illinois, singing Christmas carols and waiting. But this was no symbolic vigil; they weren’t waiting for the birth of baby Jesus. They were waiting to depart the Earth, and 200 more people had come to watch them wait.A day earlier, Martin had received a message telling her the group was to wait at that place, at that time, for a flying saucer to land. They waited for 20 minutes for the “spacemen” to pick them up, as the message had promised. When none arrived, they went back inside.This wasn’t the first time they were disappointed. It was the fourth.It all started with a prophecy that a massive flood was coming on December 21, 1954. The message was just one of many that Martin, who was involved in Scientology and interested in flying saucers, claimed to receive from beings she called the Guardians.“I felt a kind of tingling or numbness in my arm, and my whole arm felt warm right up to the shoulder,” she said, describing the way she would receive the messages. “Without knowing why, I picked up a pencil and a pad that were lying on the table near my bed. My hand began to write in another handwriting. I looked at the handwriting and it was strangely familiar, but I knew it was not my own. I realized that somebody else was using my hand.” The flood warning, like all the others, had flowed through her as she wrote it out, her arm possessed by these otherworldly beings.With warnings of the coming tide came the promise that she and the other believers would be rescued by the Guardians before the flood came, on December 17. One of her most ardent supporters was Charles Laughead, a staff doctor at Michigan State in East Lansing, Michigan, who was asked to resign his position for teaching his beliefs and upsetting students. (In a Chicago Tribune article from the time, he maintained that he was fired.)But a few of the other believers who would end up singing carols with Martin on Christmas Eve weren’t actually believers at all. They were scientists.INTRODUCING SUBSCRIBER NEWSLETTERSNine new newsletters. Nine new voices. Only through November 30, try subscriber newsletters for free.ExploreA team of researchers from the University of Minnesota studying social movements had learned of Martin earlier that year, and considered her and her followers a perfect field study. They began spending time with Martin in October, eventually earning her confidence, and watched how she and her followers dealt with disappointment over the next several months as their predictions repeatedly failed to pan out.Three of the Minnesota researchers, Leon Festinger, Henry Riecken, and Stanley Schachter, recounted the believers’ story in detail in their book When Prophecy Fails, published nearly 60 years ago on January 1, 1956. The experiences of Martin and the other believers were influential on Festinger’s theory of cognitive dissonance.RECOMMENDED READINGThe Day I Got OldCAITLIN FLANAGANThe Year America’s Hair Fell OutAMANDA MULLThe One Thanksgiving Necessity America Forgot to StockKATHERINE J. WUAccording to the book, the spacemen’s arrival was originally scheduled for 4 o’clock on December 17. The believers removed all the metal from their bodies, “an act considered essential before one might safely board a saucer,” the authors write, and went out into Martin’s backyard, scanning the skies. Ten minutes went by, and then Martin, who is given the pseudonym Marian Keech in the book, “abruptly … returned to the living room.” Others trickled away, and the last believers went back inside by 5:30.In the house, they discussed what went wrong, eventually landing on the explanation that it must have just been a practice session. “The saucers would indeed land when the time was ripe, but everyone had to be well trained, ‘well-drilled actors,’ so that when the real time arrived, things would go smoothly,” the book reads. “The spacemen were not testing their faithfulness, but were simply unwilling to leave any possibility that their human allies would make a mistake.”Sometimes in the face of evidence against their beliefs, people will lean in to those beliefs even more. Martin got caught in this cycle.Faced with evidence that directly contradicted their beliefs, the group experienced cognitive dissonance—two thoughts that are inconsistent. This is uncomfortable, and the natural instinct is to try to make it go away. People can do that in a few different ways: by trying to forget about the dissonant things, by changing their minds, or by looking for new information that gets rid of the contradiction.Sometimes this can mean, as the alien-less Christmas demonstrated, people can react to evidence against their beliefs by leaning in to those beliefs even more. At midnight, when the 17th became the 18th, Martin claimed to receive a message that the flying saucer was coming right then and everybody had to get on board or be left behind. For her followers, this new message served as confirmation that they had been right to believe. They scrambled outside, being sure to remove any remaining metal from their persons.“We got back outside again and Edna took me aside and said, ‘How about your brassiere? It has metal clasps, doesn’t it?’” one of the observers reported. “I went back in the house and took my brassiere off. The only metal on me was the fillings in my teeth and I was afraid someone would mention those.”They waited until 2 a.m. this time. Still no spacemen.But the next day, the Guardians reassured Martin with a long message that repeatedly stated: “I have never been tardy; I have never kept you waiting; I have never disappointed you in anything.”At midnight on the 21st, the scene played out again. This time, nobody but the five observers wanted to talk afterwards about what had happened. And then came the Christmas Eve disappointment, which had so many witnesses because the believers had sent out a press release about it. By this point, the cognitive dissonance was strong, as evidenced by this (condensed) conversation between Laughead (given the pseudonym Thomas Armstrong in the book) and a news reporter after the Christmas Eve debacle:Newsman: Dr. Armstrong, I wanted to talk to you with reference to this business about—you know—your calling the paper to say you were going to be picked up at 6 o’clock this evening. Ahh, I just wanted to find out exactly what happened. ... Didn’t you say they sent a message that you should be packed and waiting at 6 p.m. Christmas Eve?Armstrong: No. Newsman: No? No, I’m sorry, sir. Weren’t the spacemen supposed to pick you up at 6 p.m.? Armstrong: Well, there was a spaceman in the crowd with a helmet on and a white gown and what not. Newsman: There was a spaceman in the crowd? Armstrong: Well, it was a little hard to tell, but of course at the last when we broke up, why there was very evidently a spaceman there because he had his space helmet on and he had a big white gown on.…Newsman: And what did he say? Did you talk to him? Armstrong: No, I didn’t talk to him. Newsman: Didn’t you say you were going to be picked up by the spacemen? Armstrong: No. Newsman: Well, what were you waiting out in the street for singing carols?Armstrong: Well, we went out to sing Christmas carols.Newsman: Oh, you just went out to sing Christmas carols? Armstrong: Well, and if anything happened, well, that’s all right, you know. We live from one minute to another. Some very strange things have happened to us and—Newsman: But didn’t you hope to be picked up by the spacemen? As I understand it—Armstrong: We were willing. …Newsman: Uhuh. Well, how do you account for the fact that they didn’t pick you up? Armstrong: Well, as I told one of the other news boys, I didn’t think a spaceman would feel very welcome there in that crowd. Newsman: Oh, a spaceman wouldn’t have felt welcome there.Armstrong: No, I don’t think so. Of course, there may have been some spacemen there in disguise, you know. We couldn’t see. I think—I think that’s quite possible.Perhaps the most powerful example of trying to reaffirm beliefs after these disappointments was on Christmas Day, when a new observer affiliated with the researchers showed up on Martin’s doorstep, attempting to gain entry into the group. Suspecting that this new visitor may be a spaceman, Martin and Laughead questioned him intensely, asking him to tell stories and seating him at a place of honor at the dinner table. But the next day, Martin got fed up, asking him, “Are you sure that you have no message for me? Now that we are alone, we can talk.”“The experiences of this observer well characterize the state of affairs following the Christmas caroling episode—a persistent, frustrating search for orders,” Festinger and his co-authors write. After this, the believers began to disperse, leaving Martin’s home for their own, though not all of them lost their faith. Martin did not—in fact, she went on to found the Order of Sananda and Sanat Kumara (the names of two of the Guardians), calling herself “Sister Thedra.”The lesson the researchers learned from all this, as they wrote in the introduction to When Prophecy Fails: “A man with a conviction is a hard man to change.” And when that conviction is as important as the promise of salvation coming from the sky, “it may even be less painful to tolerate the dissonance than to discard the belief and admit one had been wrong.”Julie Beck is a senior editor at The Atlantic, where she oversees the Family section, and is the creator of “The Friendship Files.”https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2015/12/the-christmas-the-aliens-didnt-come/421122/
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QAnon supporters meet in Dallas expecting resurrection of JFK Jr.WEIRDby: Russell Falcon, Nexstar Media WirePosted: Nov 2, 2021 / 08:47 PM EDT / Updated: Nov 2, 2021 / 08:48 PM EDTDealey Plaza at 2 p.m. November 2 (Snapshot via EarthCam )DALLAS (KXAN) — As state and local elections continue into the evening on November 2, QAnon conspiracy theorists gathered in downtown Dallas to await the return of John F. Kennedy, Jr., who died in 1999.Man jailed in US Capitol riot may run for mayor of Las Vegas The gathering began at Dealey Plaza Monday night, The Dallas Morning News reports. Believers say the return of JFK Jr. in the city and spot where his father died in 1963 would begin the reinstatement of Donald Trump as president, according to several QAnon-affiliated social media accounts.A popular QAnon influencer used the messaging app Telegram to repeat debunked claims of widespread fraud in the 2020 election to their over 250,000 followers, Rolling Stone reports. The influencer theorized that John F. Kennedy, Jr., who died in a plane crash at the age of 38, will come back to life, and that another QAnon theory will be proven true: that every U.S. president and law since 1871 is illegitimate.Controversial NYPD sergeants union head resigns after FBI raid The “1871” theory relates to the passage of the District of Columbia Organic Act of 1871, which QAnon believers say transitioned the U.S. into a corporation. “The theory is based on a false interpretation of the Organic Act,” writes BBC’s Shayan Sardarizadeh. “[The act] merely turned the District of Columbia into a municipal corporation, better known as a local governing body, and has no relation to a president or the U.S. as a whole.”This “loophole” is believed to make Trump’s reinstatement possible—after which he would make JFK Jr. (who they believe has been in hiding) his vice president before stepping down. That would make Kennedy Jr. president. The prominent QAnon influencer, Rolling Stone reports, says once Trump steps down, he will become “1 of 7 new Kings. Most likely the King of Kings.”Who is Bryan James Riley, Marine charged in Florida mass shooting? QAnon is a wide-ranging and convoluted conspiracy theory largely supported by right-wing extremists. The group’s beliefs are hard to summarize, but include that the government is run by a cabal of pedophile and child sex traffickers, and that Donald Trump was secretly working against this “deep state.” QAnon believers blame Trump’s reelection loss on baseless claims of voter fraud, and many QAnon supporters were among the insurrectionists on the Jan. 6 riot at the Capitol.https://www.news10.com/news/weird/qanon-supporters-meet-in-dallas-expecting-resurrection-of-jfk-jr/
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QAnon supporters meet in Dallas expecting resurrection of JFK Jr.WEIRDby: Russell Falcon, Nexstar Media WirePosted: Nov 2, 2021 / 08:47 PM EDT / Updated: Nov 2, 2021 / 08:48 PM EDTDealey Plaza at 2 p.m. November 2 (Snapshot via EarthCam )DALLAS (KXAN) — As state and local elections continue into the evening on November 2, QAnon conspiracy theorists gathered in downtown Dallas to await the return of John F. Kennedy, Jr., who died in 1999.Man jailed in US Capitol riot may run for mayor of Las Vegas The gathering began at Dealey Plaza Monday night, The Dallas Morning News reports. Believers say the return of JFK Jr. in the city and spot where his father died in 1963 would begin the reinstatement of Donald Trump as president, according to several QAnon-affiliated social media accounts.A popular QAnon influencer used the messaging app Telegram to repeat debunked claims of widespread fraud in the 2020 election to their over 250,000 followers, Rolling Stone reports. The influencer theorized that John F. Kennedy, Jr., who died in a plane crash at the age of 38, will come back to life, and that another QAnon theory will be proven true: that every U.S. president and law since 1871 is illegitimate.Controversial NYPD sergeants union head resigns after FBI raid The “1871” theory relates to the passage of the District of Columbia Organic Act of 1871, which QAnon believers say transitioned the U.S. into a corporation. “The theory is based on a false interpretation of the Organic Act,” writes BBC’s Shayan Sardarizadeh. “[The act] merely turned the District of Columbia into a municipal corporation, better known as a local governing body, and has no relation to a president or the U.S. as a whole.”This “loophole” is believed to make Trump’s reinstatement possible—after which he would make JFK Jr. (who they believe has been in hiding) his vice president before stepping down. That would make Kennedy Jr. president. The prominent QAnon influencer, Rolling Stone reports, says once Trump steps down, he will become “1 of 7 new Kings. Most likely the King of Kings.”Who is Bryan James Riley, Marine charged in Florida mass shooting? QAnon is a wide-ranging and convoluted conspiracy theory largely supported by right-wing extremists. The group’s beliefs are hard to summarize, but include that the government is run by a cabal of pedophile and child sex traffickers, and that Donald Trump was secretly working against this “deep state.” QAnon believers blame Trump’s reelection loss on baseless claims of voter fraud, and many QAnon supporters were among the insurrectionists on the Jan. 6 riot at the Capitol.https://www.news10.com/news/weird/qanon-supporters-meet-in-dallas-expecting-resurrection-of-jfk-jr/



LEON FESTINGER
STANFORD PSYCHOLOGIST

“A man with a conviction
is a hard man to change. 
Tell him you disagree and 
he turns away. Show him 
facts or figures and he 
questions your sources. 
Appeal to logic and he 
fails to see your point.”
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The issue is that when it comes to facts, people think more like lawyers than scientists, which means they 'cherry pick' the facts and studies that back up what they already believe to be true.So if someone doesn't think humans are causing climate change, they will ignore the hundreds of studies that support that conclusion, but latch onto the one study they can find that casts doubt on this view. This is also known as confirmation bias, a type of cognitive bias. 



SAME ANTI VAXXER’S
BELIEVE



WHICH FALLS 
FASTER?

Kevin Dunbar 2003
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In a 2003 study, Kevin Dunbar, a psychologist at the University of Maryland, showed undergraduates a few short videos of two different-sized balls falling. The first clip showed the two balls falling at the same rate. The second clip showed the larger ball falling at a faster rate. The footage was a reconstruction of the famous (and probably apocryphal) experiment performed by Galileo, in which he dropped cannonballs of different sizes from the Tower of Pisa. Galileo’s metal balls all landed at the exact same time—a refutation of Aristotle, who claimed that heavier objects fell faster.While the students were watching the footage, Dunbar asked them to select the more accurate representation of gravity. Not surprisingly, undergraduates without a physics background disagreed with Galileo. They found the two balls falling at the same rate to be deeply unrealistic. (Intuitively, we’re all Aristotelians.) Furthermore, when Dunbar monitored the subjects in an fMRI machine, he found that showing non-physics majors the correct video triggered a particular pattern of brain activation: there was a squirt of blood to the anterior cingulate cortex, a collar of tissue located in the center of the brain. The A.C.C. is typically associated with the perception of errors and contradictions—neuroscientists often refer to it as part of the “Oh shit!” circuit—so it makes sense that it would be turned on when we watch a video of something that seems wrong, even if it’s right.This data isn’t shocking; we already know that most undergrads lack a basic understanding of science. But Dunbar also conducted the experiment with physics majors. As expected, their education enabled them to identify the error; they knew Galileo’s version was correct.But it turned out that something interesting was happening inside their brains that allowed them to hold this belief. When they saw the scientifically correct video, blood flow increased to a part of the brain called the dorsolateral prefrontal cortex, or D.L.P.F.C. The D.L.P.F.C. is located just behind the forehead and is one of the last brain areas to develop in young adults. It plays a crucial role in suppressing so-called unwanted representations, getting rid of those thoughts that aren’t helpful or useful. If you don’t want to think about the ice cream in the freezer, or need to focus on some tedious task, your D.L.P.F.C. is probably hard at work.



ANTERIOR CINGULATE CORTEX
DETECTION OF ERROR
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In a 2003 study, Kevin Dunbar, a psychologist at the University of Maryland, showed undergraduates a few short videos of two different-sized balls falling. The first clip showed the two balls falling at the same rate. The second clip showed the larger ball falling at a faster rate. The footage was a reconstruction of the famous (and probably apocryphal) experiment performed by Galileo, in which he dropped cannonballs of different sizes from the Tower of Pisa. Galileo’s metal balls all landed at the exact same time—a refutation of Aristotle, who claimed that heavier objects fell faster.While the students were watching the footage, Dunbar asked them to select the more accurate representation of gravity. Not surprisingly, undergraduates without a physics background disagreed with Galileo. They found the two balls falling at the same rate to be deeply unrealistic. (Intuitively, we’re all Aristotelians.) Furthermore, when Dunbar monitored the subjects in an fMRI machine, he found that showing non-physics majors the correct video triggered a particular pattern of brain activation: there was a squirt of blood to the anterior cingulate cortex, a collar of tissue located in the center of the brain. The A.C.C. is typically associated with the perception of errors and contradictions—neuroscientists often refer to it as part of the “Oh shit!” circuit—so it makes sense that it would be turned on when we watch a video of something that seems wrong, even if it’s right.



COHERENCE IN 
YOUR BELIEF 

SYSTEMS
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Cognitive Coherence Theory



Romans 1:  21 For although they 
knew God, they did not honor him as 
God or give thanks to him, but they 
became futile in their thinking, and 
their foolish hearts were darkened. 



Disbelieve in the face of the evidence



FAMILIARITY BREEDS 
CONTEMPT

Matthew 13: 57 And they took 
offense at him. But Jesus said to 
them, “A prophet is not without 
honor except in his hometown and 
in his own household.” 
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A very young Fox, who had never before seen a Lion, happened to meet one in the forest. A single look was enough to send the Fox off at top speed for the nearest hiding place.The second time the Fox saw the Lion he stopped behind a tree to look at him a moment before slinking away. But the third time, the Fox went boldly up to the Lion and, without turning a hair, said, "Hello, there, old top."Familiarity breeds contempt.Acquaintance with evil blinds us to its dangers.



LOSS OF THE 
SENSE OF 

SACREDNESS
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Especially on lineCan’t get more familiar than your house –pyjamasSense of allowing the world to crowd out the sacredLoss of mystique –loss of awe , wonder respectWe have preconceived ideas of spirituality sacred Liturgy has been transformed into something entertaining, marked by a greater casualness and carelessness that is diametrically opposed to the spirit of LiturgyWe have spent so much time and effort trying to make the Church appealing to our people by making it feel like home, creating space where people feel welcomed and comfortable. This is a grave mistake. Just like the role of a prophet, the liturgy is not designed to make us “feel at home,” at least not in the sense that we feel comfortable behaving the way we do at home while at Church, that is, slippers off, pants down etc. The liturgy is meant to wake us up from our complacent stupour and shake us out of the lull of familiarity. It will naturally feel uncomfortable as the liturgy cuts us off from the intoxicating odour of the world.our sense to a new experience, it should expand our vision beyond this world. We should be made to exhale with wonder as we step out from one world and enter another the moment we pass through those doors. It should bring us to quiet attention. It should bring us to our knees. Sacred music, instead of entertaining us, should lift our gaze to the heavens wondering where it could possibly be coming from. Shining threads woven into the priest's vestments should give us a glimpse of the magnificent beauty of the celestial court. Rays sifting through stained glass in varied hues illuminate the story of our faith. Bells that ring out and call us to be mindful that something sacred is happening here. Yes, churches are not meant to make us feel at home, at least not our homes here. Our Churches are meant to elevate our senses beyond this world, and give us eyes to see and ears to hear the things of eternal significance. Stepping into Church should inspire a sense of our heavenly home, not this earthly one.  Pope Francis reminds us that “the liturgy is to really enter into the mystery of God, to allow ourselves to be brought to the mystery and to be in the mystery.”The importance of having a sense of the sacred is simply this—if one does not appreciate holy things, one will eventually lose everything. Without reverence, the person will grow increasingly casual in attitude and lax in conduct. His feeling of accountability to God will diminish and then be entirely forgotten. Where God and His law are mocked and despised, it is only natural that morality too will be expelled from the public sphere. Where God is not loved and adored, there can be no surprise that nothing else is sacred. When God is blasphemed, as He is today, it should not be shocking that people mistreat others. Nothing will be safe. Nothing will be stable. Nothing will be sacred anymore.



DANGERS

Localise God’s Presence
Still worship behind the 
curtains 

Diminish God’s Glory
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Come in to His presence with a clock of zoom and same clock you can click Him off 



FAITH NEEDS 
NURTURING 

MINDFULNESS



Pride

5 Herods in the NT 















Herod the Great

Aristobulus Archaelaus Herod Antipas Phillip

Daugther of 
King Aretas

Herodias



PRIDE



UNBELIEF DRIVEN BY EMOTION

Matthew 14:1-2  At that time Herod the 
tetrarch heard about the fame of Jesus, 2 
and he said to his servants, “This is John 
the Baptist. He has been raised from the 
dead; that is why these miraculous 
powers are at work in him.”



Luke 23: 8 When Herod saw Jesus, he 
was very glad, for he had long 
desired to see him, because he had 
heard about him, and he was hoping 
to see some sign done by him. 9 So 
he questioned him at some length, 
but he made no answer.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Why didn’t Jesus do a miracle to convert Herod? 



Mark 1: 2 As it is written in Isaiah 
the prophet,“Behold, I send my 
messenger before your face,who
will prepare your way,3 the voice of 
one crying in the 
wilderness:Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight,’”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
God already sent his prophet JohnHerod killed him out of his prideNow he demands ….a miracle for Herod’s benefit not Jesus to save his own life



WHAT’S WRONG WITH 
DEMANDING MIRACLE?



WE WANT GOD ON 
OUR TERMS NOT HIS

MIRACLES ARE IN 
RESPONSE TO FAITH 
NOT TO PRODUCE IT



DR SANJAY GUPTA INTERVIEWS NURSE

FREEDOM OF CHOICE
MY TERMS NOT GOD’S



FREEDOM TO DECIDE

Genesis 3: 5 For God 
knows that when you eat 
of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be 
like God, knowing good 
and evil.



THE TWO FACES OF UNBELIEF

1) What causes unbelief

2) What are the consequences of unbelief

3) How do we overcome unbelief



Matthew 13: 58 And he did not do many 
mighty works there, because of their 
unbelief.

Matthew 14: 12 And his disciples came 
and took the body and buried it, and they 
went and told Jesus. 13 Now when Jesus 
heard this, he withdrew from there in a 
boat to a desolate place by himself



WHAT IMPRESSES GOD

Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is 
impossible to please him, for whoever would 
draw near to God must believe that he exists 
and that he rewards those who seek him



Mark 6:  5 And he could do no mighty work 
there, except that he laid his hands on a few 
sick people and healed them. 6 And he 
marveled because of their unbelief.

Matthew 8: 10 When Jesus heard this, he 
marveled and said to those who followed 
him, “Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel 
have I found such faith

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
θαυμάζω intrans. marvel, wonder, be amazed (θ. ὀπίσω follow with amazement #Re 13:3); trans. marvel or wonder at, admire (θ. πρόσωπα flatter people #Jude 1:16)(ESV) 5 When he had entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing to him, 6 “Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly.” 7 And he said to him, “I will come and heal him.” 8 But the centurion replied, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof, but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I too am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 10 When Jesus heard this, he marveled and said to those who followed him, “Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith. 11 I



JUST BEFORE THE 
PROMISED LAND 



Numbers 14: 20 Then the LORD said, “I have 
pardoned, according to your word. 21 But truly, 
as I live, and as all the earth shall be filled with 
the glory of the LORD, 22 none of the men who 
have seen my glory and my signs that I did in 
Egypt and in the wilderness, and yet have put 
me to the test these ten times and have not 
obeyed my voice, 23 shall see the land that I 
swore to give to their fathers. And none of those 
who despised me shall see it

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
His glory is displayed both in His grace toward those He saves and also in His judgment toward sinners who reject Him (Num. 14:17-18).



PURPOSE OF THE MIRACLES

• To glorify God

• Only faith brings glory to God

• Miracles in the absence of faith 
..serves to glorify man



“IF YOU ARE THE 
SON OF GOD,….



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Today, the agricultural village of Jesus’s time, thought to have a population of 500 or so, is a modern, primarily Arab city of steeples and domes and the hurly-burly of commercial enterprise. It is home to the largest Arab community in Israel (both Muslim and Christian), with a secondary, smaller Jewish community in nearby, newer and slightly suburban Upper Nazareth.
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Nazareth’s dwindling Christian populace torn between moving out, fighting backThis month’s local elections underline the bleak and bitter rivalries in the city of Jesus’s childhoodBy ELHANAN MILLER 11 October 2013, 8:27 pmA mural in downtown Nazareth, October 10, 2013 (photo credit: Elhanan Miller/Times of Israel) Muslim women pass by the Basilica of the Annunciation in Nazareth, March 2011 (photo credit: Natti Shohat/Flash90)A billboard in downtown Nazareth features election posters with the city's mayoral candidates, October 10, 2013 (photo credit: Elhanan Miller/Times of Israel)A Christian child is baptized in Nazareth's Greek Orthodox Church of the Annunciation, August 2013. (photo credit: Yossi Zamir/Flash90)1234“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” wondered Nathaneal, a disciple of Jesus, in the Gospel of John. Asked today, that question would have many of the city’s residents hard-pressed for an answer.The upcoming municipal elections, scheduled for October 22, find the largest Arab city in Israel impoverished and depressed. A nationwide study, conducted by the Ministry of Public Security in August, revealed that Nazareth residents are the most likely Israelis to fear falling victim to crime. They also reported the lowest sense of personal security, along with the inhabitants of the crime-ridden cities of Ramle and Lod.“Things have deteriorated in this city,” said an elderly woman walking down Nazareth’s main street on Thursday, wearing a necklace with a large golden Cross. “No citizen gets any help — not from the municipality, nor from the government, nor from the police.”Like its Christian twin. Bethlehem, in the West Bank, Nazareth’s demographic makeup has dramatically changed over the past six decades, a fact some residents tie to the deteriorating sense of security and general “low quality of life.” From being a city with a large Christian majority before 1948, today 70 percent of Nazareth’s 80,000 residents are Muslim. The change dates back to Israel’s War of Independence, when an influx of internally displaced villagers from the surrounding area relocated to Nazareth. Researchers also point to a significantly higher Muslim birth rate.Religious tension in the city came to the fore in the early 2000s, when the local Muslims began constructing a new mosque near the Basilica of the Annunciation, the city’s towering Christian landmark. In early 2002, the government decided to halt construction on the site, built over the grave of Salladin’s nephew Shihab a-Din, following massive pressure from the Vatican. The Muslims were infuriated by the move, but put up little resistance when an illegal structure they had built on the site was bulldozed the following year.Get The Times of Israel's Daily Editionby email and never miss our top storiesNewsletter email addressGET ITBy signing up, you agree to the termsRamez Jaraisy, the city’s Communist Christian mayor nearing 20 years in office, downplayed confessionalism as a significant factor in Nazareth. Tawfik Zayyad, his predecessor in office who was killed in a 1994 car crash, was a Muslim, he remarked. Over the past century, Christian and Muslim mayors governed the city, paying little attention to the religious affiliation of their constituents.Mayoral incumbent Ramez Jaraisy in his office, on October 10, 2013 (photo credit: Elhanan Miller/Times of Israel)“I was elected four times in direct elections by both Muslims and Christians,” said Jaraisy. “Some people use religion to achieve political goals. We have no religious dispute outside small fundamentalist groups of Muslims and Christians. They are a very small minority.”One member of that “very small minority” is Nazareth resident Bishara Shlayan, a retired captain in the Israeli merchant navy, who is in the process of forming a political party for Christian Arabs living in Israel. The party, Shlayan said, is geared at confronting what he regards as the gradual encroachment of the city’s Muslim majority on Nazareth’s historic Christian symbols.ADVERTISEMENT“Mary’s Well used to have a big blue sign explaining its history. They removed the sign in order to erase any trace of Christianity, naming it ‘the Nazareth Stream.’ Even the city bus announces the stop as ‘Nazareth Stream.’ Why? Others may ignore this, but I consider it very significant.”Shlayan said that solving the problem of Christian emigration from the city required more than merely electing a Christian mayor. Change, he reasoned, must come from the Knesset, before “all the city’s Christians leave because of the gangs demanding protection money.”Jaraisy said Shlayan is a “collaborator” with the Israeli authorities, striving to create needless tension between Christians and Muslims in the city.“He will fail,” the mayor asserted.But Shlayan was not the only Christian in town speaking his mind. Waiting for his son to exit a church high school downtown, Ibrahim said he left Nazareth 14 years ago for the nearby Jewish city of Upper Nazareth — and has never looked back.“If you gave me all of Nazareth for free, I wouldn’t come back,” Ibrahim said, adding that he recently sold his 10-apartment building in the Muslim neighborhood of Jabel Hammoudeh. “We faced problems of racism there. Almost every apartment in the building has an illegal weapon.ADVERTISEMENT“Religion plays a big role in Nazareth. When the Christians were a majority, there was no problem… Our mentality is more European and our religion says ‘Love each other.’ ”Ibrahim said his new Jewish neighbors in Upper Nazareth are very friendly, as long as he doesn’t discuss politics with them.Mayoral candidate Hanin Zoabi in her Nazareth office, on October 10, 2013 (photo credit: Elhanan Miller/Times of Israel)Hanin Zoabi, the controversial member of Knesset from the Arab nationalist party Balad, joined Nazareth’s mayoral race in late August. Zoabi, a secular Muslim — who sailed on the Mavi Marmara to Gaza in 2010, castigated the IDF over its interception of the vessel, and was only allowed to run for the Knesset in January after court intervention — acknowledged that Christians are leaving Nazareth in greater numbers than Muslims, but said that this is due to the Christians’ generally higher socioeconomic level.“Muslims want to leave Nazareth just as badly as Christians do,” she said. “Christians aren’t moving to Upper Nazareth because they are more welcome there than Muslims… For the state of Israel, if you’re not a Jew you’re either a foreigner or a threat.”By forming a new Christian party, Zoabi added, Shlayan was “selling his honor and his nation.”But the Christian navy captain seemed unscathed by that critique. While waiting for the paperwork for his new party, he recently appealed to Tourism Minister Uzi Landau to place the largest statue of Jesus in the world on the city’s Mount Precipice, from which — according to Christian tradition — the heathen residents of Nazareth tried to push their savior to his death, and failed.



THE TWO FACES OF UNBELIEF

1) What causes unbelief

2) What are the consequences of unbelief

3) How do we overcome unbelief





COP 26 –FAILURE 



Youth 4Climate 
Meeting Italy 2021
Greta Thunberg 

Build back 
better
Green Economy
Climate neutral 
Net ZeroBlah Blah Blah
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�ANKARA�Words by Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg to criticize world leaders for pledging but not taking action to fight climate change have gone viral on social media.Since Tuesday, when she used the now-famous phrase "blah, blah, blah," it has become popular.Two days after the speech, people around the world still share hundreds of posts on Twitter that contain, "blah, blah, blah."Speaking at a Youth4Climate meeting in Italy, the teen ripped politicians for not doing much."Build back better, blah, blah, blah. Green economy, blah, blah, blah. Net-zero by 2050, blah, blah, blah. Climate-neutral, blah, blah, blah. This is all we hear from our so-called leaders. Words, words that sound great but so far has led to no action," she said.Thunberg, who inspired the global Fridays for Future movement, said that hopes and dreams drown in "empty words and promises" and asked where has 30 years of "blah, blah, blah," led us.�Anadolu Agency website contains only a portion of the news stories offered to subscribers in the AA News Broadcasting System (HAS), and in summarized form. Please contact us for subscription options.https://www.aa.com.tr/en/environment/blah-blah-blah-goes-viral-after-greta-thunbergs-speech-in-italy/2379452



THE 
GREATEST 
TREASURE



EXPLOSIVE POWER 



It is what you 
do with the 
seed

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
BEFORE THE SEED CAN GROW TO GIANT TREEBEFORE THE EXPLOSIVE POWER IS RELEASED..60FOLDBEFORE THE TREASURE THAT ECLIPSES ALL OTHER TREASUREITS IS WHAT YOU DO WITH THE SEED



OVERCOMING PREJUDICE
John 1: 45 Philip found Nathanael and said 
to him, “We have found him of whom 
Moses in the Law and also the prophets 
wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 
Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?”
Philip said to him, “Come and see.”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Though Nazareth was a very small village. It fact according to archeological conclusions it boasted no more than 150 residents. It was over showed by the Roman with a large Jewish population city just 30-45 minutes’ walk a way that served as an administrative city center – Tzipori (Sepphoris). Jesus must have spent time there as a child and youth, accompanying his Nazareth-resident parents to it for all kinds of matters pertaining to life in Roman Palestine.
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THE INVITATION-RECEIVE THE SEED

John 1: 46 Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
DOES NOT ARGUEPRESENT COUNTER POINTS COME AND SEECOME AND LET THE SEED INTO YOUR LIFEDON’T KEEP IT BOTTLED UPCOME AND SEE WHAT JESUS CAN DO IN YOUR LIFELET THE SPIRIT MOVE



NATHANIEL’S ATTITUDE

John 1: 47 Jesus saw Nathanael 
coming toward him and said of him, 
“Behold, an Israelite indeed, in 
whom there is no deceit!”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
(Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament: 15 vols.) This is the only instance of the term Ἰσραηλίτης (Israēlitēs, Israelite) in this Gospel. The rendering “true Israelite” (niv) probably is incorrect. Rather, Jesus says, “truly,” here is an Israelite in whom there is nothing falseJesus demonstrated His Deity to Nathaniel simply in revealing to Nathaniel something that no mere man could have known: that Philip had called to Nathaniel while Nathaniel was sitting under a fig tree. Nathaniel knew Jesus had not been present in that moment nor had Philip left Nathaniel's side since then, so how could Jesus have known this information? Jesus' statement shocked Nathaniel, and prompted him to declare that Jesus was the Son of God.(Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament: 15 vols.) Nathanael was free from such duplicity of heart (cf. Ps. 32:2) and thus prepared to consider whether the claims regarding Jesus were true or not. It is as if Jesus was saying, “Look, Israel without a trace of Jacob left in him!”



JACOB THE SWINDLER

HONEST ISRAELITE-
CONTRADICTION IN TERMS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
(Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament: 15 vols.) Nathanael was free from such duplicity of heart (cf. Ps. 32:2) and thus prepared to consider whether the claims regarding Jesus were true or not. It is as if Jesus was saying, “Look, Israel without a trace of Jacob left in him!”Jesus uses reverse discrimination You think nothing good can come out of my home townI am surprised that an honest person can come out of your nation



MATTHEW 5:3 BLESSED ARE THE 
POOR IN SPIRIT, FOR THEIRS IS 

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.

WILLING TO BE HONEST



Recrognise Word- spiritual 
truth he does not act on it, 

DNA
What works for me
Not because turth

Competing loyalties

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The hearer knows that there is some spiritual truth here intended for his profit, but since he does not act on it, he soon finds that what he heard is lost. They were amazed and astonished by His word and his worksHerod knew something miraculousMatthew 13:21 (ESV) yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away.Does  not take  root in his life. Keep the Word at a distance Does not become part of his DNA . Doest not become part the way he thinks or feels or actsProsperity gospel people…what works for me Hold on to the truth because it works for me Not because it is true….as long as it works you hold on when it does not work for me you fall awayMatthew 13:22 (ESV) As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.Competition for your loyaltiesMatthew 13:23 (ESV) As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”The seed allowed to show you that it is true and logival …understand and convince ..change your DNA, the way you think, the way you feel Stony ground you never let it penetrate deep into your heart.Compartmentalise it..SundayGuiltyToo busy became everything in life is mush more important because it is a low priority in your lifeWhen I have time 



WE FORGET TO REMEMBER

Hosea 13:6 but when they had 
grazed, they became full, they were 
filled, and their heart was lifted up;
therefore they forgot me

Stony ground



Self

Sufficiency

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Aware of our dilemma in life without GodOur previous world view does not provide the answers…radical reliance on Gods…blwessed are those who are poorA deficiency in this level ..gives space to a distintive tyope of doubtWe fail to remember and then self sufficientcy creeps in..then independenceWhat God had done fades from the p[citre as we increadsingly focus on what we can do….do Christian work without ref to himCrisis hits and may be I thook the faith too seriously\God can hardly expect meIngratitude , moral and spiritual and emotional carelessness on what we once wereDevil says did God say?Romans 1:18 ..knowing God they refused to give him thanks or to honor him



IMPORTANT MEMORIALS
Passover
Crossing over Red Sea

Memorial stones
Crossing over to Promised land 

Feast of the Tabernacles
Crossing over the Sinai desert 



GRATITUDE 
—LOVE

Luke 7: 47 Therefore I tell you, her 
sins, which are many, are forgiven—
for she loved much. But he who is 
forgiven little, loves little.” 48 And he 
said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”



CHARLES DARWIN 
“I gradually came to 
disbelieve in Christianity as a 
divine revelation. . . . Disbelief 
crept over me at a very slow 
rate, but was at last complete. 
The rate was so slow that I felt 
no distress, and have never 
since doubted even for a 
single second that my 
conclusion was correct.”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Charles Darwin. The Autobiography of Charles Darwin, 1869-1892 (London: Collins, 1958), pp. 86-87.



CS LEWIS “If you examined a 
hundred people who had 
lost their faith in 
Christianity, I wonder how 
many of them would turn 
out to have been 
reasoned out of it by 
honest argument? Do not 
most people simply drift 
away?”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
C. S. Lewis, George Macdonald: An Anthology (London: Geoffrey Blue, 1946), p. 133.



OS GUINESS

Faith is not a thing 
which one “loses,” 
we merely cease 
to shape our lives 
by it.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here faith is not what people say they believe but what they show they believe. Their faith is what they function on. It has nothing to do with profession, everything to do with practice. The reality test for faith at this level is life. Every moment and each new experience challenge faith for an interpretation. Can faith order the new experience, cope with it, handle it, assimilate it? Or will the new experience undermine faith, proving too much for it to understand and assimilate? If faith is to continue supplying a person’s worldview, it must answer this challenge constantly and completely. Equally its answer must be practical, not theoretical, and it must be fresh and contemporary, not yesterday’s answer to today’s challenge. Either faith will rise to the occasion, and if so, it will grow in the process. Or else it will fall and retreat, losing authority, imperceptibly growing weaker, and to thatDoubt waits in the wings at this point of moment-bymoment challenge. If faith plays its part, faith grows stronger and more assured, dominating the stage so that doubt can make no entry. But if faith hesitates only slightly or shows the slightest sign of retreat, doubt takes its cue and slips on stage. A part of life, an area of experience has proved too much for faith to handle, and this unmanaged situation calls in question faith’s authority and makes room for doubt. The process is not one of which we are aware, of course, but it is no less dangerous for being unconscious. The doubt generated begins as a tiny crack in faith’s authority, and it may take a while before it widens. But left unchecked it will only be a matter of time before it breaks through into the conscious mind. All human beingsDoubt arises naturally because truth that is unpracticed will soon be taken to be impracticable. And, since practicability is an absolute essential for a worldview, truth that is impracticable will soon be discarded as untrue. It is not that the Christian faith is true because it works, but if it is not put to work, a severe doubt is cast over its truthfulness.Faith is not a thing which one “loses,” we merely cease to shape our lives by it.



UNBELIEF NEUTRAL GROUND

DIMINISHING RETURNCOMPOUNDING JOY

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Weed or WheatFruyitful or notGood fish or bad fishInvet in a harvest or addicted to te h world..diniminahs returnFruitful harvestHow you live your lveWhat do you do with the seedSeed becomes a treasure…when you open your life to isTwo beggars



1 John 2:15-17 Do not love the world or the 
things in the world. If anyone loves the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
16 For all that is in the world—the desires 
of the flesh and the desires of the eyes 
and pride of life—is not from the Father 
but is from the world. 17 And the world is 
passing away along with its desires, but 
whoever does the will of God abides 
forever.



IMPACT OF CORONA VIRUS 
PANDEMIC ON FAITH
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THE SEED UNRAVELS-
REVELATION

John 1: 48 Nathanael said to him, “How do 
you know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before 
Philip called you, when you were under the 
fig tree, I saw you.”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Jesus demonstrated His Deity to Nathaniel simply in revealing to Nathaniel something that no mere man could have known: that Philip had called to Nathaniel while Nathaniel was sitting under a fig tree. Nathaniel knew Jesus had not been present in that moment nor had Philip left Nathaniel's side since then, so how could Jesus have known this information? Jesus' statement shocked Nathaniel, and prompted him to declare that Jesus was the Son of God.



THE RESPONSE

John 1: 49 Nathanael answered him, 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You 
are the King of Israel!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Jesus demonstrated His Deity to Nathaniel simply in revealing to Nathaniel something that no mere man could have known: that Philip had called to Nathaniel while Nathaniel was sitting under a fig tree. Nathaniel knew Jesus had not been present in that moment nor had Philip left Nathaniel's side since then, so how could Jesus have known this information? Jesus' statement shocked Nathaniel, and prompted him to declare that Jesus was the Son of God.What? When did the Prophets ever mention "Nazareth"? The town came into existence long after the deaths of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Zechariah. In fact, there is no such prophesy anywhere in the Old Testament that the Messiah would be called a "Nazarene." ��... Or is there? What if the Prophets have been talking about "Nazareth" all along? ��The question is what does "Nazareth" mean in Hebrew? Better yet, what is the word for BRANCH in Hebrew? The answer is the same! The Hebrew word for "branch" is netzer, which is spelled NZR, same as "Nazareth." "Nazareth" means "branch" in Hebrew! Jesus shall be called the "Righteous Branch" - "He shall be called a Nazarene." �This realization, along with the significance of sitting "under the fig tree", is what came flooding over Nathanael when he began speaking with Jesus. This is why Nathanael responded with the exclamation, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus is the Branch, the Netzer, shooting up from the Stump of Jesse. He is the New David, the New King of the New Kingdom of the New Israel.�



JOHN 1: 50 

Jesus answered him, “Because I said to 
you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you 
believe? You will see greater things than 
these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, you will see heaven 
opened, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the



John 21: 1 After this Jesus revealed 
himself again to the disciples by the Sea 
of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in 
this way. 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called 
the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, 
the sons of Zebedee, and two others of 
his disciples were together.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Nathanael most likely became one of Jesus' twelve apostles as well, in which case "Nathanael"is the first name of "Bartholomew," which is a Hebrew surname that literally means the "son of" (Bar) Tholomew, and whom the Bible tends to mention with Philip, who also became Jesus' apostle (see Judas).



Matt 13: 44b Then in 
his joy he goes and 
sells all that he has 
and buys that field.



Psalms 17:15  As for me, I shall behold your 
face in righteousness; when I awake, I shall 
be satisfied with your likeness.

Psalms 22:8  He trusts in the LORD; let him 
deliver him; let him rescue him, for he 
delights in him!”



FaithView of God

Faith is squeezed by our narrow views of God

Faith is a dynamic process

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Faith has no room to grow and doubt is the expression of this discomfort 



SMALL VIEW 
OF GOD Genesis 17: 12 So Sarah 

laughed to herself, saying, 
“After I am worn out, and 
my lord is old, shall I have 
pleasure?” 13 The Lord 
said to Abraham, “Why 
did Sarah laugh and say, 
‘Shall I indeed bear a 
child, now that I am old?’ 
14 Is anything too hard for 
the Lord?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A biblical example of the first problem can be seen in the hopeless compromise of faith produced by religious syncretism in the ninth century b.c. On entering the Promised Land, the Israelites found that every piece of the land had its own deity, its own “Baal” (meaning “lord” or “possessor”). Probably in all innocence they had begun to use the word Baal to describe the Lord God. But by the ninth century this practice had degenerated into gross confusion. Under its cover, the worship of Baal-Melquart, the official god of Tyre, had crept in and corrupted faith in God. The prophet Elijah’s approach to this was direct: Confront the people and clarify the issues. Was he, Elijah, the cause of the problem or was Ahab? Was Baal truly sovereign or was the Lord? The people were commanded to assemble and were faced with a simple choice: “Elijah stepped forward and said to the people, ‘How long will you sit on the fence?



SMALL VIEWS OF GOD

Mark 9:22-24

But if you can do anything, 
take pity on us and help us.”

Mark 1:40-42 

“If you are willing, you 
can make me clean

Power but no love Love but no power



MARTY SAMPSON
“This is a soapbox moment 
so here I go . . . How many 
preachers fall? Many. No 
one talks about it. 

How many miracles 
happen. Not many. No one 
talks about it. 

Why is the Bible full of 
contradictions? No one 
talks about it. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Another Pop-Culture Christian Loses His FaithBy DAVID FRENCHAugust 13, 2019 4:40 PMShare on FacebookShare on TwitterShare on FlipboardEmail this articlePrint this article(Anne Mimault/Reuters)Songwriter Marty Sampson explains in a statement that doesn’t ring true, except in light of increasing pressure to bend to secular norms.It’s happened again. For the second time in three weeks, a prominent (at least in Evangelical circles) Christian has renounced his faith. In July, it was Josh Harris, a pastor and author of the mega-best-selling purity-culture book I Kissed Dating Goodbye. This month, it’s Hillsong United songwriter and worship leader Marty Sampson.For those who don’t know, Hillsong United is one of the most popular and influential worship bands of the modern era. It was born at Hillsong Church in Australia and its albums routinely top the Christian charts — in fact, Billboard’s chart history gives it no fewer than eight number-one Christian albums.It’s a powerhouse in what my former pastor derisively referred to as the “Jesus is my boyfriend” style of worship music. Their songs featured heartfelt, simple lyrics pledging undying Christian love and devotion. They also happen to inspire millions of Christians across the globe.The relative lack of theological depth to much of Hillsong’s music has brought a predictable response to Sampson’s announcement — shallow songs, shallow theology. But I’m not sure that’s right. Of course only Sampson knows his own heart, but I want to focus on something else. Parts of his Instagram announcement of his change of heart just don’t ring true. I won’t paste the entire statement, but this part stood out to me:This is a soapbox moment so here I go . . . How many preachers fall? Many. No one talks about it. How many miracles happen. Not many. No one talks about it. Why is the Bible full of contradictions? No one talks about it. How can God be love yet send four billion people to a place, all ‘coz they don’t believe? No one talks about it. Christians can be the most judgmental people on the planet — they can also be some of the most beautiful and loving people. But it’s not for me.What is he talking about? “No one talks about” preachers falling, miracles, alleged biblical contradictions, or the challenge of hell? I take a backseat to no one in decrying youth ministries that concentrate more on ultimate Frisbee than on catachesis — or on pastors who focus on self-help to the exclusion of sound doctrine — but you simply cannot grow up in an Evangelical church without discussing many of these topics incessantly.Yes, you can pass in and out of church — attend casually without going to Sunday school — and sometimes hear only therapeutic messages from the pulpit, but if you live in the church, as he did, you have real trouble believing his words. You also have seen the same thing many times — adults fall away in the face of the pressures of the world, rationalizing their departure with words that ring true to everyone except Christians who know what the church is really like.As our culture changes, secularizes, and grows less tolerant of Christian orthodoxy, I’m noticing a pattern in many of the people who fall away (again, only Sampson knows his heart): They’re retreating from faith not because they’re ignorant of its key tenets and lack the necessary intellectual, theological depth but rather because the adversity of adherence to increasingly countercultural doctrine grows too great.Put another way, the failure of the church isn’t so much of catechesis but of fortification — of building the pure moral courage and resolve to live your faith in the face of cultural headwinds.In my travels around the country, one thing has become crystal clear to me. Christians are not prepared for the social consequences of the profound cultural shifts — especially in more secular parts of the nation. They’re afraid to say what they believe, not because they face the kind of persecution that Christians face overseas but because they’re simply not prepared for any meaningful adverse consequences in their careers or with their peers.C. S. Lewis famously said that courage is the “form of every virtue at its testing point.” In practical application, this means that no person truly knows if he possesses any virtue until it’s tested. Do you think you’re loving? You’ll know you truly love another person only when loving that person is hard. Do you think you’re truthful? You’ll know only when telling the truth hurts. Soldiers are familiar with this phenomenon — most men who travel to the battlefield believe themselves to be brave, but they know they’re brave only if they do their duty when their life is on the line.Earlier this summer, I spoke at an event in Georgia and discussed what I called the “courage cure to political correctness.” Are you afraid? Speak anyway, with humility, grace, and conviction. The law protects, but the culture resists you. After I spoke, a man came up to me and said, “That’s fine for you to say, but you don’t know what corporate America is like.”I told him that I did know, and that I’ve experienced its bite.He said no. He said, “It’s like East Germany now.” I asked him if he had tested that proposition, if he’d shared his beliefs in any meaningful way. He said no. He’d preemptively silenced himself.That’s one version of failing in the face of adversity. Another version is represented by the person who simply wilts, who adopts the critiques of the secular world and lobs grenades back at the church as he leaves.Are you faithful? I’d submit that you don’t know until that faith is truly tested — either in dramatic moments of crisis or in the slow, steady buildup of worldly pressure and secular scorn. As the worldly pressure and secular scorn continue to mount, expect to see more announcements like Josh Harris’s and Marty Sampson’s. Expect to see more friends and neighbors retreat and conform.  The church has its faults, yes, but the blame will lie less with a church that failed to instruct than with a person who didn’t, ultimately, have the courage to believe.https://www.nationalreview.com/2019/08/another-pop-culture-christian-loses-his-faith/



MARTY 
SAMPSON

How can God be love yet 
send four billion people to a 
place, all ‘coz they don’t 
believe? No one talks about it. 
Christians can be the most 
judgmental people on the 
planet — they can also be 
some of the most beautiful 
and loving people. But it’s not 
for me”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Another Pop-Culture Christian Loses His FaithBy DAVID FRENCHAugust 13, 2019 4:40 PMShare on FacebookShare on TwitterShare on FlipboardEmail this articlePrint this article(Anne Mimault/Reuters)Songwriter Marty Sampson explains in a statement that doesn’t ring true, except in light of increasing pressure to bend to secular norms.It’s happened again. For the second time in three weeks, a prominent (at least in Evangelical circles) Christian has renounced his faith. In July, it was Josh Harris, a pastor and author of the mega-best-selling purity-culture book I Kissed Dating Goodbye. This month, it’s Hillsong United songwriter and worship leader Marty Sampson.For those who don’t know, Hillsong United is one of the most popular and influential worship bands of the modern era. It was born at Hillsong Church in Australia and its albums routinely top the Christian charts — in fact, Billboard’s chart history gives it no fewer than eight number-one Christian albums.It’s a powerhouse in what my former pastor derisively referred to as the “Jesus is my boyfriend” style of worship music. Their songs featured heartfelt, simple lyrics pledging undying Christian love and devotion. They also happen to inspire millions of Christians across the globe.The relative lack of theological depth to much of Hillsong’s music has brought a predictable response to Sampson’s announcement — shallow songs, shallow theology. But I’m not sure that’s right. Of course only Sampson knows his own heart, but I want to focus on something else. Parts of his Instagram announcement of his change of heart just don’t ring true. I won’t paste the entire statement, but this part stood out to me:This is a soapbox moment so here I go . . . How many preachers fall? Many. No one talks about it. How many miracles happen. Not many. No one talks about it. Why is the Bible full of contradictions? No one talks about it. How can God be love yet send four billion people to a place, all ‘coz they don’t believe? No one talks about it. Christians can be the most judgmental people on the planet — they can also be some of the most beautiful and loving people. But it’s not for me.What is he talking about? “No one talks about” preachers falling, miracles, alleged biblical contradictions, or the challenge of hell? I take a backseat to no one in decrying youth ministries that concentrate more on ultimate Frisbee than on catachesis — or on pastors who focus on self-help to the exclusion of sound doctrine — but you simply cannot grow up in an Evangelical church without discussing many of these topics incessantly.Yes, you can pass in and out of church — attend casually without going to Sunday school — and sometimes hear only therapeutic messages from the pulpit, but if you live in the church, as he did, you have real trouble believing his words. You also have seen the same thing many times — adults fall away in the face of the pressures of the world, rationalizing their departure with words that ring true to everyone except Christians who know what the church is really like.As our culture changes, secularizes, and grows less tolerant of Christian orthodoxy, I’m noticing a pattern in many of the people who fall away (again, only Sampson knows his heart): They’re retreating from faith not because they’re ignorant of its key tenets and lack the necessary intellectual, theological depth but rather because the adversity of adherence to increasingly countercultural doctrine grows too great.Put another way, the failure of the church isn’t so much of catechesis but of fortification — of building the pure moral courage and resolve to live your faith in the face of cultural headwinds.In my travels around the country, one thing has become crystal clear to me. Christians are not prepared for the social consequences of the profound cultural shifts — especially in more secular parts of the nation. They’re afraid to say what they believe, not because they face the kind of persecution that Christians face overseas but because they’re simply not prepared for any meaningful adverse consequences in their careers or with their peers.C. S. Lewis famously said that courage is the “form of every virtue at its testing point.” In practical application, this means that no person truly knows if he possesses any virtue until it’s tested. Do you think you’re loving? You’ll know you truly love another person only when loving that person is hard. Do you think you’re truthful? You’ll know only when telling the truth hurts. Soldiers are familiar with this phenomenon — most men who travel to the battlefield believe themselves to be brave, but they know they’re brave only if they do their duty when their life is on the line.Earlier this summer, I spoke at an event in Georgia and discussed what I called the “courage cure to political correctness.” Are you afraid? Speak anyway, with humility, grace, and conviction. The law protects, but the culture resists you. After I spoke, a man came up to me and said, “That’s fine for you to say, but you don’t know what corporate America is like.”I told him that I did know, and that I’ve experienced its bite.He said no. He said, “It’s like East Germany now.” I asked him if he had tested that proposition, if he’d shared his beliefs in any meaningful way. He said no. He’d preemptively silenced himself.That’s one version of failing in the face of adversity. Another version is represented by the person who simply wilts, who adopts the critiques of the secular world and lobs grenades back at the church as he leaves.Are you faithful? I’d submit that you don’t know until that faith is truly tested — either in dramatic moments of crisis or in the slow, steady buildup of worldly pressure and secular scorn. As the worldly pressure and secular scorn continue to mount, expect to see more announcements like Josh Harris’s and Marty Sampson’s. Expect to see more friends and neighbors retreat and conform.  The church has its faults, yes, but the blame will lie less with a church that failed to instruct than with a person who didn’t, ultimately, have the courage to believe.https://www.nationalreview.com/2019/08/another-pop-culture-christian-loses-his-faith/



LORD ANTHONY 
ASHLEY COOPER 

GEORGE BERNARD 
SHAW

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Prejudice of UnbeliefJAN 25Of all the causes of unbelief, the most prevalent—and probably the most overlooked—is the problem of a bias against faith in God. In his book Optimism in an Age of Peril, Stanley Sayers wrote of this “prejudice of unbelief,” saying, “One of the significant and obvious reasons the unbeliever remains an unbeliever is that he likes it that way. In fact, any evidence of any source or to any degree fails to move him from his position if his heart is strongly bent against evidence and toward unbelief.” Some people, whether they like to admit it or not, simply do not want to believe in God.Bias has a tremendous impact on how a person views the circumstances of his life, especially the crueler elements.A case in point is George Bernard Shaw, the irreverent and immoral Irish poet, who once said there was enough suffering on a London street on any given day to negate the existence of God. Because of the prejudice against God that was ingrained in his mind, he could look at this problem in only one way. From his skewed perspective, poverty and hunger were harsh realities that came as a result of there being no God.By contrast, consider the example of Anthony Ashley Cooper (Lord Shaftesbury), who was a renowned member of the British Parliament living in London at about the same time. Early in life Cooper developed a faith in God, and this affected the way he viewed his surroundings. At one pivotal moment in his life, at the age of sixteen, he saw a group of drunken men drop a poor man’s coffin in the street, cursing and laughing as they did so. He was so sickened and disturbed by this incident, later calling it “the origin of my public career,” for then and there he resolved to dedicate his life to the cause of the poor and the weak.In his book, The Incomparable Christ, John Stott writes of some of Cooper’s magnificent accomplishments:In 1842 The Coal Mines Act prohibited underground work in mines and collieries by women and girls, and reduced the hours worked by boys. In 1845 The Lunacy Act secured the humane treatment of the insane…In 1847, 1850 and 1859 he piloted The Ten Hours Factory Acts through Parliament, which regulated working hours for women and children. He was the acknowledged leader of all this factory reform. In 1851 The Common Lodging House Act sought to end the insanitary and overcrowded conditions of these lodging houses, laid down acceptable standards and permitted local authorities to inspect and supervise them…Ashley Cooper also founded the Ragged School Union and busied himself on behalf of boy chimney-sweeps, flower girls, orphans, prostitutes, prisoners, handicapped people and crippled children (pp. 158-159).Why did Cooper work so hard? The thing that drove him was his conviction that God exists and that His Son, Jesus, was coming back to deliver His people from all the pain and suffering they experience on this earth. One biographer writes of him, “There is no real remedy, he often said, for all this mass of misery, but in the return of our Lord Jesus Christ. Why do we not plead for it every time we hear the clock strike?” (Stott, 159).Two men, living at roughly the same time in the same city, appraised the same problem and arrived at two different conclusions. Their opinions were not formed from the London streets but from something more subjective and philosophical—the predispositions of their hearts. Along with the fool, Shaw said in his heart, “there is no God” (Ps. 14:1). Cooper, on the other hand, had made up his mind that God existed and decided that it was his Christian responsibility to act in His Name to do something about the suffering in his world. Leaving reason and evidence for the moment, I ask, “Whose predispositions were more helpful?” Did the atheistic approach help the poor? Or was the Christian spirit more helpful? (cf. Mt. 25:34-40).Some cold hearts will never be penetrated by the gospel because they are predisposed in a different direction. Still, Christians must continue to persuade, rouse, and inspire with the saving message of the gospel of Christ. We never know who will respond, so we must try to reach every person. In doing so, we might just save a soul from death (Jas. 5:20
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John 1: 46 Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.”
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