PRAYING
FOR THE
PERSECUTED
CHURCH
“If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one
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member is honoured, all rejoice together.”
- 1 Cor. 12:26 ESV

An Introduction
to this 30-Day
Prayer Guide
for the Persecuted Church

Come and join this global call to pray for the body of Christ
around the world that is suffering for their faith in Jesus
Christ. Set aside this month of November to pray in
solidarity with our sisters and brothers who face opposition,
discrimination and violence just because they are followers
of Jesus Christ.
Note: This effort is a collaboration with the local partners of Open
Doors. Content is provided and sourced from Open Doors and from
publicly available information.
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One thing we
can do is to
PRAY
“Our prayers can go where we cannot...there are no
borders, no prison walls, no doors that are closed to us
when we pray.” - Brother Andrew (Open Doors)

PRAYER is the ONE THING asked by Christians
suffering from persecution.
Prayer is the one thing any of us can do, in any place and at any time! Prayer is
our greatest weapon.

PRAYING FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH
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Introduction
Why are Christians persecuted?
For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers
over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenly places. – Ephesians 6:12 ESV

1. POWER AND CONTROL
Governments seek to control all religious thought and expression as part
of a comprehensive plan to control all aspects of political and civic life.
Christians are regarded as enemies of the state because Christians hold
their loyalty to King Jesus, e.g. “Thy kingdom come.”
2. FEAR AND HOSTILITY FROM TRIBALISM
Majority groups fear the presence of minority groups that are
different from them. Their fearful stimulus can trigger an attack
reaction in order to “defend” the tribe. This could result in forcing
the minorities to conform through covert and overt means, or to
attack and destroy overtly so as to maintain the status quo of their
“tribe.” This can be manifested through the absence of human
rights and religious freedom, even imprisonment and death.
3. SATAN’S HATRED TOWARDS GOD’S CHILDREN
The originating cause of every persecution is the hate of the prince of
the world for those who have been saved and redeemed by Jesus
through His death and resurrection.
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On average, 8 Christians are killed every day for
their faith. About 260 million Christians face
high level persecution in the top 50 countries on
Open Doors’ World Watch List 2020, an
increase of 6% from the previous year. More
Christians have died for their faith in this
current century than all the other centuries of
church history combined.
Source: Open Doors’ World Watch List and website resources, Justin D. Long

OVERVIEW
Persecution in the Modern World

ASIA
SECTION 1: DAILY PRAYERS

3 in 5 persons
live in Asia

Many have
yet to hear
the gospel

SECTION 1: ASIA
COUNTRY

PERSECUTION
INDEX RANKING

SOURCE OF PERSECUTION

There are 50 countries listed in the

NORTH KOREA

1

Communist And Post-communist Oppression

World Watch List of countries

PAKISTAN

5

Islamic Oppression

where Christians find most difficult

INDIA

10

Religious And Racial Nationalism

to live out their faith. Out of the

MALDIVES

14

Islamic Oppression

top 50 countries, 16 are from Asia,

MYANMAR

19

Religious And Racial Nationalism

with North Korea leading as the

LAOS

20

Communist And Post-communist Oppression

most oppressive country.

VIETNAM

21

Communist And Post-communist Oppression

CHINA

23

Communist And Post-communist Oppression

SRI LANKA

30

Religious And Racial Nationalism

BRUNEI

32

Islamic Oppression & Dictatorial Paranoia

NEPAL

37

Religious And Racial Nationalism

BANGLADESH

38

Islamic Oppression

MALAYSIA

40

Islamic Oppression

BHUTAN

45

Religious And Racial Nationalism

RUSSIA

46

Dictatorial Paranoia

INDONESIA

49

Islamic Oppression

Source: Open Doors’ World Watch List 2020

DAILY PRAYERS FOR PERSECUTED ASIAN NATIONS

Day 1
North Korea
“I know your works. Behold, I have set before you an open door, which
no one is able to shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet
you have kept my word and have not denied my name.” – Rev 3:8 ESV

High Coronavirus Casualties
Secretly coming and secretly killing - Covid-19 is
called the ‘ghost disease’ in North Korea. From the
start of this year, North Koreans, including the secret
Christians, have fought against the disease by
abiding by travel restrictions. Although there is no
official report on the number of cases by the North
Korean government, experts speculate that the
number of casualties from the virus, together with
deaths from hunger, surpass that from the past
Arduous March in the 1990s, when hundreds of
thousands of people starved to death.

How to Pray
Pray that God will do His work in the land and that in all
things He will work for the good of those who love Him.
Pray that the current situation in North Korea will lead to
spiritual breakthrough in the land, where the Gospel of
Jesus will not only heal the body but also the souls of
the people.
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Day 2
Pakistan
“Remember, then, what you received and heard. Keep it, and repent.
If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know
at what hour I will come against you. .” – Rev 3:3 ESV

Blasphemy Laws
Christians suffer from institutionalised discrimination.
Occupations seen as low, dirty and derogatory are reserved
for Christians by the authorities. In general, Christians are
regarded as second-class citizens. Many Christians are poor
and some are victims of bonded labour. There are middleclass Christians as well, but this does not save them from
being marginalized or persecuted. Historic churches (like
Anglican or Roman Catholic churches) have relative
freedom for worship, but they are heavily monitored, and
extremists regularly target them for attacks—the last one
occurring in December 2017. Christian churches that are
active in outreach and youthwork face more persecution.
Also,
the
country’s
anti-blasphemy
laws
are
disproportionately applied against the Christian minority.

How to Pray
Pray the government passes laws that will protect the
Christians and other religious minorities. Pray for peace for
Christians who converted from Islam, as family, friends and
neighbours see these conversions as shaming the
community. Pray Christians accused under blasphemy laws
will not face violence or mob “justice” and that they would
stand strong in the midst of this dangerous trial. Please pray
for protection of Christian women and girls who are often
raped and then forcefully married to Muslim men in the
community. This usually results in forced conversions.
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Religious Nationalism

Day 3
India
“Yet you have still a few names in Sardis, people who have
not soiled their garments, and they will walk with me in white, for
they are worthy.” – Rev 3:4 ESV

Since the current ruling party took power in 2014,
persecution against Christians has increased. The view of the
Hindu nationalists is that to be Indian is to be Hindu, so any
other faith—including Christianity—is viewed as non-Indian.
Converts to Christianity from Hindu backgrounds or tribal
religions are often persecuted by family members and
communities. Several states in India have adopted anticonversion laws, and the government has made it clear that it
wants to impose these laws nationwide. Such laws are often
used as an excuse to disrupt church services and harass
Christians, and make it incredibly difficult for Christians to
share their faith with others. Converts to Christianity from a
Hindu background are especially vulnerable to persecution
and are constantly under pressure to return to Hinduism,
especially through campaigns known as Ghar Wapsi (“homecoming”). They are often physically assaulted and sometimes
killed.

How to Pray

Pray for provision and employment. Christians tend to find
themselves in the lower strata of society. Pray for God’s
protection and wisdom over Christians who boldly evangelize
in the growing number of states with anti-conversion laws.
The work of Christian non-profits has suffered from the fact
that it has been made very difficult to receive financial
support from abroad. Pray for changes in rules and
regulations. Pray people have freedom to access Christian
materials online.
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Day 3
India
DID YOU KNOW? An Indian family gave up everything for the gospel,
refusing to deny Jesus in the face of their attackers to the very end. Due
to their faithfulness, God changed an entire community for the
Kingdom—and a renowned Christian anthem was born– I have decided
to follow Jesus!

A Testimony
Pray for Nikhil (not his real name), a brother in
Christ, who is just 18 years old, but was kicked out of
his home by his family during the covid-19
lockdowns because of his faith. Thankfully, his pastor
was able to let him stay in the church, and local
partners could provide him with vital food aid. “I
thank God so much for my pastor and all of you who
supported me. My own family disowned me but now
you are my family. You stood by me in my desperate
painful situation. I am so grateful,” he said.

How to Pray
Pray that God will continue to provide for Nikhil’s needs
and help him to complete his studies. Pray that he will
remain strong in his faith, despite the challenges he has
faced. Pray also that God might soften the hearts of his
family members towards him, and that they too might
come to faith in Jesus!
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Day 4
Maldives
“The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I
will never blot his name out of the book of life. I will confess his
name before my Father and before his angels.” – Rev 3:5 ESV

No Religious Freedom
The Maldives constitution requires all citizens to be
Muslim. Conversion from Islam means that someone
can be stripped of their citizenship and punished under
Shariah law. Even foreign workers who are Christians
are closely watched, which makes church life extremely
difficult and practically non-existent. Churches are
outlawed, and openly carrying the Bible is illegal. The
country is so tightly controlled by Islamic law that there
is not even a Bible fully translated into the native
language of most citizens of the Maldives. Because the
government is currently engaged in a political struggle with
opposition forces, any perceived threat (like Christianity) is
quickly and harshly eradicated. Former President Mohamed
Nasheed was elected as Speaker of the Parliament in May
2019. This formalizes his reappearance on the political stage
in the Maldives and increases hopes for change in the area
of human rights, especially religious freedom.

How to Pray
Pray the hearts of those in power will be softened toward
Christians. Pray the hopes for human rights are realized.
Pray that God would help secret believers to find
fellowship. The language of the Maldives is Dhivehi. The
complete Bible in this language is not yet available. Pray
believers will have access to the Bible in their language.
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Buddhist Extremism

Day 5
Myanmar
Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep
you from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, to
try those who dwell on the earth. – Rev 3:10 ESV

Buddhist extremists maintain that to be Burmese—the
majority ethnic group in Myanmar—is to be Buddhist, so
there is intense pressure on all religious minorities, including
Christians. The army also maintains tight control over the
government in Myanmar, restricting and minimizing the rights
of Christians. Communities that aim to remain “Buddhist
only” make life for Christian families impossible by not
allowing them to use community water resources. In
predominantly Christian states like Kachin State, Karen State
or in Northern Shan, even well-established historical churches
are being attacked. Fighting increased in 2018, adding
thousands more to the IDP camps that are already illequipped to provide for the huge numbers of people. Due to
intense fighting, more than 100,000 Christians have been
forced to flee their homes and are living in camps where they
have been denied access to food and healthcare because they
are not Buddhists.

How to Pray

Pray for increased religious freedom. Pray that believers
would have courage and endurance in the face of
persecution. Pray for persecuted Christian minorities, that
they would lovingly minister to persecuted Rohingya Muslims,
especially those choosing to return from exile in Bangladesh.
Pray that many hearts would be opened to the truth of Christ.
Pray for peace in the land; peace between the Myanmar
government and the Kachin Independent Army. Pray that the
war would cease and people could return to their homes.
Pray for the safety and security of displaced believers. Ask
God to use His Church to bring provision and medical care.

DAILY PRAYERS FOR PERSECUTED ASIAN NATIONS

Day 6
Laos

A Testimony from Ketsana (not her real name), who came to faith in
2017. “My son doesn't love me anymore. He doesn't want me to be a
Christian anymore. He said to me, 'Go away from my house, you
Christian! Never come back if you still worship Jesus. I don't like Jesus
and Christians!' Then he hit me on my shoulder with a gun. People in
my village no longer talk to me since they found out that I have
become a Christian.”

Communism Re-emphasized
Laos is one of the five remaining Marxist-Leninist
countries in the world. The Communist party puts
enormous pressure on the small Christian minority, and
tightly controls every aspect of religious life in Laos. The
government has passed laws that make it difficult to
build churches or conduct religious activities. Authorities
are also re-emphasising Communist values and trying to
keep the number of conversions down. House churches
are considered illegal gatherings and operate in secret.
The authorities use information from registered
churches, which are government-controlled, and local
leaders—mostly Buddhist monks—to put pressure on
Christians.

How to Pray
Pray for wisdom to know how to share the gospel with
neighbours and family members. Pray they will lead with
love and be well-received. Pray that Christians in Laos
would be able to freely access Bibles and register
churches for legal status. Pray that Christian children in
Buddhist schools would not be discriminated against.
Please pray for increased openness and acceptance
towards Christianity and for progress in religious
freedom.
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Day 7
Vietnam
“I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one may
seize your crown.” - Rev 3: 11 ESV

Communism Reins in Christian Minority
Villagers collude with local Communist authorities, beating
believers, kicking them out of their villages and stoning
places of worship during meetings. Local and national
government authorities persecute the Christian minority
through their laws, and Christian bloggers and political
activists have been arrested and sentenced. A sweeping
2018 law on religion, which looked like a possible
improvement for Christians on paper, has not changed
anything substantially, except to add another source of
uncertainty. Tighter regulations on online communication
are also restricting and limiting the freedom available to
Christians. Ethnic minority Christian children, like those
from the Hmong tribe, are discriminated against in schools;
their medical needs also are often neglected. Some are not
even allowed to attend school at all.

How to Pray
Pray for a loosening of restrictions and increased freedom.
Crackdowns continue against Christians and ethnic
minorities, especially the Hmong. Pray the truth would
come to light and that changes would be made to ensure
human rights for all minorities in Vietnam. Pray for suitable
discipleship of the many ethnic minorities coming to faith in
rural areas.
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Day 7
Vietnam
As the Christian minority in Vietnam grows, the Communist government
works hard to monitor churches and curb the growth of Christianity; the
government has issued harsh penalties against Christians who are
critical of the regime.

A Testimony

Gia-co (not his real name) was a bold Vietnamese
believer who loved to share the gospel, despite facing
arrests and harassment for his faith. He died in May,
along with his wife and son, after accidentally eating
poisonous mushrooms. This left Gia-co’s two daughters
(five and eight) orphaned, under the care of their uncle
and aunt. After witnessing his faith during his life, and
seeing the respect shown to Gia-co by other believers
after his death, another family in his village has come to
faith in Christ. But when the village chief and town police
learned about their change of faith, they visited the
family in their home and them told to recant their faith.
They were threatened to stop following Jesus, or else the
house, which the government provided for them, will be
taken away. The husband is very worried, but his wife
encouraged the whole family to stay strong in their faith.

How to Pray

Pray for families just like them who fear that the things done
to Gia-co and his family will also happen to them. Believers
are often attacked by their village and even their family
members when they choose to follow Jesus. Christian
converts have shared that they experienced expulsion from
their villages, the destruction of their homes and being
physically beaten. Pray for provision for these believers who
knowingly pay a high cost. Pray their love for Christ and each
other is a witness to their families.
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Day 8
China
The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God.
Never shall he go out of it, and I will write on him the name of my God,
and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes
down from my God out of heaven, and my own new name. - Rev 3:12 ESV

Sinicization and Living Under Surveillance

Field workers have shared that during the Covid-19
lockdowns, Christians in China were still able to connect
online and pray together. In more sensitive areas
however, as soon as the restrictions were lifted,
authorities visited some believers in their homes and
questioned them about their online activities, tithing
and evangelism. They threatened them with arrest if
they didn’t cooperate fully. When the authorities
discovered that Christians from Muslim backgrounds
had not given up their faith, they became very angry
that the last two years of forced ‘re-education’ had not
worked. Control of the media in these areas has gone to
a new level. Christians now don’t dare post any
Christian content online, and Sunday services, prayer
meetings and social media discussions have all ceased.
With technological advances such as facial recognition,
surveillance will be more serious.

How to Pray

Please pray for Christians in these areas, especially
believers from Muslim backgrounds. Pray they will guard
their hearts from bitterness, and recognise God’s still, small
voice in the midst of persecution. Ask God to give believers
from Muslim backgrounds strength and boldness to follow
closely after Him in the face of government harassment,
increasing control of Christians, and racial prejudice against
ethnic minorities.
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Day 9
Sri Lanka
I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be
rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself and the shame
of your nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so
that you may see. - Rev 3:18 ESV

Terrorism and Religious Extremism

On Easter Sunday 2019, Sri Lanka experienced one of
the world’s largest coordinated terrorist attacks since
Sept. 11, when Islamist radicals carried out 8 suicide
bombings at targets that included 3 churches, claiming
almost 300 lives, most of them Christians. However,
persecution usually comes from Buddhist and Hindu
groups that harass and discriminate against converts to
Christianity. Churches are frequently opposed by
neighbours, and local officials sometimes demand they
close their buildings. Persecution extends to
administrative and legal forms. Many believers and
churches are unaware of their legal rights and unprepared
financially to face charges in courts.

How to Pray

Pray for the survivors of the Easter Sunday attacks, for
strength and comfort, and for unity among the Sri Lankan
churches. Pray for pastors in Sri Lanka who are mocked and
frequently disturbed by their neighbours for leading
worship services, that they would not waver in their faith
and that they will draw strength from the Lord when they
feel weary. Pray for legal protection for pastors that they
will not be abused and bullied by the government. Ask God
to bring them refreshment and encouragement. Pray for
the field workers who will be organizing prayer
workshops to encourage people to pray for the
persecuted church in their communities.
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Day 10
Nepal
Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent.
- Rev 3:19 ESV

Religious Nationalism
Persecution comes from radical groups whose goal is to
return Nepal to a Hindu state. Seen as betraying their
ancestors’ faith, Christian converts from Hinduism continue
to live under intense pressure. The adoption of a new
constitution in 2015 limits freedom of religion. On August 8,
2017, the Parliament also passed anti-conversion
legislation—another sign of a deteriorating situation for
Christians. Hindu radicals take advantage of the ongoing
political instability by attacking Christians, mostly with
impunity. In 2019, Nepal also saw attacks on church
buildings, and reports surfaced of Christians being beaten,
arrested and sentenced to prison. Christians also had to flee
their homes and villages due to threats.

How to Pray

Pray for protection for new believers when their own family
turn on them, often throwing them out of the family home.
Believers often find themselves alone in following Jesus
which leads them to want to worship in secret. Pray that
they will find security in the fellowship of other Christians.
Pray for the protection of believers who are arrested just
for sharing the gospel. Pray for wisdom as there is an
increase of Christians being accused of proselytizing. Pray
that our brothers and sisters in Nepal “… stand firm in the
faith; be courageous; be strong” (1 Cor. 16:13).
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Day 11
Brunei
Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and
opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with
me. - Rev 3:20 ESV

Shariah Laws Regulate All Society
In 2018, the Brunei government implemented Shariah law,
which allows for heavy punishments for evangelising and
converting from Islam to another religion. Strict Shariah
law regulates all of society, including Christians.
Converting away from Islam to Christianity is
considered illegal and punishable by law. Known
converts are not recognised as official citizens and can
be legally separated from their spouse and children. All
churches, including registered ones, are monitored and
restricted by the authorities. Some Christians and members
of other minority groups are not allowed official citizenship.
This leads to a large group of stateless residents who are
disadvantaged in many respects. Young people are leaving
the country. This affects churches as well, as potential next
generation leadership is becoming scarce.

How to Pray
Pray for believers who have suffered loss of their family,
that they can find comfort and stand strong in their faith.
Pray for perseverance for believers. Pray Christians continue
to put their hope in God. Pray that God will give the
believers the wisdom and the courage to share Jesus
Christ through miraculous ways. Pray that they would be
bold in their faith – especially the young believers.
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Day 12
Bangladesh
The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I
also conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne.
– Rev 3:21 ESV

Rohingya are Doubly Vulnerable

The government struggles to counter the growing strength
of radical Islamic groups, adding to a general sense of
insecurity. Until recently Bangladesh had managed to steer
clear of the kind of radicalism that has plagued other parts
of the world. That’s changing. Christians are a tiny minority
and, if they belong to ethnic minorities, face a double
vulnerability. Christian converts come under pressure from
either radical Islamic groups or the Islamic culture in their
neighbourhoods and often face significant threats.
Christians who convert away from Islamic or tribal religions
gather in small house churches or secret groups due to fear
of attack. Protestant and Catholic groups are targeted with
attacks and death threats. Christians who belong to ethnic
minority groups like the Rohingya are doubly vulnerable, as
they are harassed because of both their religion and their
ethnicity.

How to Pray

Pray for the people, especially believers of Bangladesh, to
recover emotionally and physically from the continuous
disasters that have befallen their country since the start of
this year - Covid-19 pandemic, Cyclone Amphan, and the
horrendous floods. Pray for God to pour His mercy and
grace on His Church so that they can stand up once again
and testify of His provision in their time of need and be His
hands and feet in serving others. Pray for church leaders
and pastors to be united and go into the field to preach
the gospel.
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Day 13
Malaysia
I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how
you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who
call themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false. ”
– Rev 2:2 ESV

Islamisation and Identity Politics
Malaysia was previously considered a model Islamic nation
of tolerance, allowing religious freedom to minorities. But
the introduction of laws over the past three decades based
on the tenets of Syariah have seen creeping Islamisation
and extremism that has resulted in the deterioration of
fundamental rights to freedom to express one’s beliefs.
Enforcing Islamisation gives the ruling ethno-religious
political parties, that are declining in popularity, to retain
power and control over the people. Indigenous believers
from Sabah and Sarawak, as well as the Orang Asli
tribes from the peninsula, have endured overt and
covert Islamisation efforts that involved deception,
marriage, coercion, and threats. This is usually the case
when illiterate villagers register for citizenship only to
discover they are registered as Muslims without their
consent. Multiple suits and complaints have been filed
against the National Registration Department in Sabah.

How to Pray
Pray for believers to be prepared to face further
persecution and restriction because of their faith in Christ,
and to be equipped with the Word of God, so that they will
be strengthened and prepared to face the storms ahead.
Pray for unity in the body of Christ, to protect the secret
believers who have made their choice to follow Christ.
Pray that extremism within the administration be
removed.
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No Religious Freedom for Malays

Day 14
Malaysia
I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name's
sake, and you have not grown weary. - Rev 2:3 ESV

Every ethnic Malay is constitutionally defined as a Muslim and
does not have religious freedom. Apostasy is not just going
against the Constitution, but also against society at large, their
family and their neighbourhood, and invites their censure.
This allows strong influence by the government in shaping and
enforcing Islamic policies and regulations, and also gives them
ethno-religious identity political power and control over the
majority Malay populace. Muslims seeking to convert out of
Islam must obtain approval from the Syariah court; a process
that involves forced detention at Pusat Pemulihan
Akidah (Faith Rehabilitation Centers) for up to three years.
Detainees receive counseling aimed to correct “deviant
teachings” and promote “repentance”. Penalties differ by
states, but in Perak, Melaka, Sabah, and Pahang, apostasy is a
criminal offense punishable by fine and imprisonment. Though
it cannot yet be implemented, in Kelantan and Terengganu,
refusal to repent may lead to a death sentence. Malays have
been able to renounce Islam in Malaysia, but it is extremely
rare and is reviewed on a case-by-case basis by
the Syariah courts.

How to Pray

Pray for the government to have the political will to reform
human rights violations and let the Malays be accorded basic
human rights to religious freedom. Pray for the many secret
believers of Jesus to stay strong and faithful despite the
challenges faced – community rejection, betrayal, loss of
career opportunities, physical abuse and bodily harm, and
loss of family. Pray that they may grow in faith and be
examples of kindness and love towards those persecuting
them. Pray for protection over their secret gatherings.
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Day 15
Malaysia
And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and
daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your
young men will see visions. – Joel 2:28 ESV

Church Leaders and Missing Pastors
The issue over the right of the Malay-speaking Church
to the use of “Allah” has brought unity to church
leaders and pastors in the nation. Heads of churches
serving together under the umbrella of the Christian
Federation of Malaysia (CFM) continue to be united in
their engagement with the government in matters
pertaining to religious freedom. The fate of Pastor
Raymond Koh, abducted in February 2017, and one other
Malay pastor – Joshua Hilmy and his Indonesian wife, Ruth
Sitepu, remain unresolved and the country’s Human Rights
Commission in its final report concluded that the Special
Branch of the police was involved in their abductions. This
reality sent has sent chills into the Christian community.

How to Pray

Pray for unity among the church leaders in Malaysia. Pray
for workers for the harvest, and also for field workers to
persevere in raising pastors and leaders to feed more sheep
in other pens. Pray for the families of the missing pastors
and another abductee, Amri Che Mat, that they will receive
justice and closure. Pray for revived, bold and prayerful
congregations, ready to proclaim the gospel, and raise
spiritually mature believers. Pray for spiritual awakening
that hearts would be set on fire for God. Pray that through
the unity of the body of Christ and the oneness of churches
and leaders across Malaysia, there will be a great revival in
every city in this nation.
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Day 16
Malaysia
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches. To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of
life, which is in the paradise of God. – Rev 2:7 ESV

Field Workers for Secret Believers
Field Workers collaborate with local partners to help
impoverished believers with livelihood skills training and
some assistance to help start up businesses. Simple
measures such as baking, sewing, financial literacy, among
others, have helped them create means for income for
their families. Many families have successfully created
consistent incomes for their families. Successful believers
have, in turn, also helped those who are needy in their
communities with the income that they have generated
through the livelihood skills.

How to Pray
Pray for local partners who actively search for believers to
help financially and economically. Pray for these believers
that they will continue to be a light in their communities,
and will continue to be faithful to God and let nothing
separate them from God. Declare that the Great
Commission will unfold in this nation, that God’s kingdom
will be established in Malaysia and that the government will
be on His shoulders. Pray that strongholds over the land to
crumble at the powerful name of Jesus. Pray that every
tribe and tongue in this land to be restored to our Father in
Heaven, and every knee will bow and every tongue confess
that Jesus is Lord and that His Truth to be made known to
all.
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Day 17
Bhutan
Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about
to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and
for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I
will give you the crown of life. - Rev 2:10 ESV

No Churches
All Bhutanese citizens are expected to follow Mahayana
Buddhism. Converts to Christianity are watched with
suspicion and often face pressure to return to their former
religion. Religious leaders, the local community and family
often cooperate in trying to persuade converts to abandon
their Christian faith. No churches have official recognition by
the state, which means that Christians are technically meeting
illegally. Local authorities often refuse to issue Christians with
a certificate needed for loans, jobs and more. No Christian
congregation is allowed to build a church structure, so all
Christian fellowships remain underground. Buddhist monks
oppose the presence of Christians and authorities do nothing
to protect Christians. Family members are by far the strongest
sources of persecution. Christian students have reportedly
been forced to participate in Buddhist rituals and even in
cleaning Buddhist shrines. Christians seeking employment
face challenges. They are victims of discrimination and are
short of options for income. They often have to live in difficult
economic and social circumstances.

How to Pray
Pray that Christian students be strong in faith. Pray for
Christian farmers who are discriminated against because of
their faith. Pray they will find support and strength that can
only come from God. Ask God to provide for all of their needs.

State Surveillance
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Day 18

Russian Federation
I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the
slander of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a
synagogue of Satan. - Rev 2:9 ESV

In Muslim-dominated regions in Russia, Christians who have
converted from Islam often bear the brunt of persecution at
the hands of family, friends and community members. Where
conservative Islam is dominant, believers must keep their faith
secret for fear of being executed. Unregistered churches active
in evangelism may face obstructions in the form of surveillance
and interrogation by the local authorities. Since the
implementation of the anti-terrorist Yarovaya laws, the level
of surveillance of all non-Orthodox Christian churches has
increased. Christian activity is often under state surveillance,
and church services are sometimes raided by security forces.
Christian converts in the radicalized Muslim regions of the
Caucasus face immense pressure from family, friends and local
community to renounce their faith. Out of fear, converts often
do not even attempt to go to church meetings. Some have
been forced to flee or find refuge in safe houses. Five
missionaries in Chechnya were detained several times,
harassed and later deported. At least 10 churches were
attacked and/or forcibly closed.

How to Pray

Pray for wisdom while carrying out evangelistic activities. Pray
for the safety of church members when they are arrested and
interrogated by the police. Pray that such churches receiving
funds from the West will not be viewed with suspicion, and
won’t hinder the process of new Protestant churches receiving
their official registration with the government.
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Day 19
Indonesia
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches. The one who conquers will not be hurt by the second
death. – Rev 2:11 ESV

Violence and Rising Radical Tensions
Indonesia is the most populous Muslim country in the world,
and it is also the nation with the most Muslim-background
believers (MBBs). On 16 November, Indonesia celebrates
‘International Tolerance Day’. Christians are one of the
minority communities in this country. Building a place of
worship is one of the most difficult things to do and still
the biggest challenge for Christians. Even when the
permit from the government is obtained, the pressure
and persecution from the surrounding community
continues
to undermine the church.
While the
government tightens the country’s blasphemy laws, most
problems for believers and churches come from
confrontations with radical Islamic groups that continue to
exert significant influence. In certain hot spots like West Java
or Aceh, churches that evangelize often become targets of
these groups.

How to Pray

Please pray that the body of Christ in Indonesia will stand
strong in the midst of rising radical Islam. Pray that God will
enable the believers to forgive those who have persecuted
them. Pray that this International Tolerance Day will be a
blessing for the country. Pray for Christian children who
attend public schools in regions with strong Islamic ties. Pray
for encouragement, comfort and a sense of hope for the
students, as well as for them to remain strong in their faith.
Pray that many would come to know Christ. Pray that
Christians would be courageous in sharing the gospel. Pray
for Christian converts who are heavily pressured to renounce
their faith. Pray they would have access to Bibles and
community.
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Southern Philippines
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To
the one who conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will
give him a white stone, with a new name written on the stone that no
one knows except the one who receives it. – Rev 2:17 ESV

Islamic Oppression
The main persecution engine affecting Christians
in Southern Philippines is Islamic oppression. Most
of the persecution comes from Muslim religious
leaders and affects Muslim Background Believers
(MBBs). In the Mindanao region, Christians are
targeted by both Sunni Muslim and communist rebels.
Churches are legal, and many Bible schools
throughout the Mindanao region produce evangelists
who return to share the gospel.

How to Pray

Pray that believers will boldly communicate the truth
of the gospel to their neighbours. Pray that schools
and training will be available to those called into
ministry. Pray for protection and wisdom for
evangelists traveling outside their villages. Pray that
believers will show God’s love to Muslims rather than
viewing them as enemies. Pray for God’s covering to
be over His people as they gather for a Believer’s
Gathering from different tribal groups this
November. Pray that they will be encouraged to
continue to be salt and light in their community. Pray
also for protocols and safety measures on social
distancing will be implemented and observed by all to
protect them from being infected with Covid-19.
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Day 21
Central Asia

A Testimony: Pastor Tammar (not his real name), recently died after
contracting Covid-19, leaving behind his widow and children. It was a
huge loss for the Christian community. Relatives of his wife, Nadine
arrived for his funeral, and insisted on burying Ps Tammar through
Muslim rites. The Christian brothers did not resist and simply prayed
to Isa Masih (Jesus). Miraculously, the Muslim priest did not turn up,
which allowed the Christian brothers to lead the funeral. All the
villagers heard the gospel preached at Tammar's funeral in their own
language. Even in death, Tammar glorified God.

Hotbeds of Persecution

Across Central Asia, in sealed-off areas mostly comprised of
former Soviet countries, except for Kyrgyzstan, the other 4
republics of Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and
Tajikistan, have become hotbeds of persecution. Worship
meetings are being shut down, Bibles are being confiscated
and Christians are facing frequent acts of abuse and
discrimination. Owning and giving a Bible are punishable
offenses against the state. Christian converts from Islam are
often facing severe persecution from their families and
communities. Crackdowns on churches are intensifying,
forcing the church underground. Secret house churches are
targets of police and authorities. Despite tightening
restrictions and the increasing introduction of new laws
restricting religious freedom, God’s church continues to grow
in this area that has seen centuries of adversity and strife.

How to Pray

Pray for believers who have converted from Islam. Pray for
protection when they meet. Pray for the distribution of
Bibles and Christian materials throughout the region. When
believers, especially women, are discovered by their Muslim
family members, they are often beaten. Pray for their healing
and strength to stand firm in faith. Pray for pastors who lead
secret churches and believers who converted from Islam.
Pray for their security amid increasing restrictions and
government control. Pray for wisdom for pastors and leaders
who are organizing events.

SECTION 3: DAILY PRAYERS
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MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
Middle East (11) and
North Africa (17)
nations rank in the top
50 countries most
difficult to live as
Christians, with
Yemen, Iran, Syria,
Saudi Arabia and Iran
leading in Islamic
oppression of
Christian believers in
the Middle East while
Somalia, Libya, Eritrea
and Sudan lead in
North Africa. This
section will include
selected regions and
nations for prayer.

Source: Open Doors’ World Watch List 2020

Day 22
ARABIAN PENINSULA
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Thanksgiving
Praise God that Gulf Arabs are moving
from slavery into freedom as Jesus
grows His church in the Arabian
Peninsula
despite
the
strong
persecution! He is opening the eyes of
Muslims to find the Truth of salvation.
Pray for these believers from a Muslim
background to grow strong in the
knowledge of the Word of God. Pray
for the Holy Spirit to lead their
understanding
and
direct
their
mentors. As the church of the Arabian
Peninsula grows, many believers from a
Muslim background seek to marry.
These believers desire to raise up
families who love and honour God
through the Saviour Jesus Christ.

How to Pray
Pray for God to connect believers to one
another for the purpose of marriage. Pray
for them to shed the lies they grew up
with regarding family and renew their
minds with God's truth concerning
marriage and family. Pray for God to raise
up families of Gulf Arabs who glorify His
Name.
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An Ongoing Civil War

Day 23
Yemen
Selected country focus on the Arabian Peninsula. Yemen
ranks as the 8th most difficult place to live as a Christian.

An ongoing civil war in Yemen has created one of the
worst humanitarian crises in recent memory, making an
already difficult nation for Christians to practise their
faith, even harder. The war has allowed radical Islamic
groups to expand their operations in certain areas,
leading to Christians being abducted and killed. Open
church activities are forbidden and leaving Islam is
forbidden. Muslims who decide to follow Jesus could
face the death penalty. Even so, the church still grows
and the need for leadership grows as well.
Traditionally, mentors and trainers sat with young
leaders to study together and walked alongside them as
they practiced what they had learned. That is not
possible right now, due to war and the pandemic,
because they are not able to meet in person.

How to Pray
Pray for people who are training leaders through long
distance. Pray that they will clearly teach and lead,
discerning what the young leaders need to know. Pray that
internet connections will work well and be secure. Pray that
young leaders will be honest and above reproach especially
in the area of tithes, offerings and projects, which they may
be responsible for.
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Day 24
Gulf Nations

SECTION 4: DAILY PRAYERS FOR SELECTED NATIONS

Middle East Asian nations rank in the top 50 countries most
difficult to live as Christians, with Yemen, Iran, Syria, Saudi
Arabia and Iran leading in Islamic oppression of Christian
believers.

Daughterhood
‘Daughterhood’ is an initiative to protect women
from acts of persecution that include rape,
molestation, humiliation and poisoning pregnant
women to force them to leave Christ, as well as to
make their faith crumble and isolate them. The
‘Daughterhood’ team includes women and men:
pastors, healthcare workers, counsellors, advocates,
and social workers who stand by victims, and work
with communities to build them into havens for the
women in the church. Recently the team were
dealing with a case in which an influential cult leader
was responsible for abusing and poisoning a young
believing woman, Leena*. She was hospitalized.

How to Pray

• Pray for Leena, for the strengthening of her faith, and
for her community to be strengthened in their faith.
Pray for justice as our teams fight for God’s justice
and mercy to be seen in these bitter acts of brutality.
Pray for God to bring her healing.
• Pray for local partners as they raise awareness of cults
that prey on believing young girls. The girls often think
they have no one to fight for them – pray that they will
know that they have a church family around the globe,
standing with them.
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Day 25
Syria
In that day there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria, and
Assyria will come into Egypt, and Egypt into Assyria, and the
Egyptians will worship with the Assyrians. – Isaiah 19:23 ESV

Civil War
The country’s years-long civil war has left it in turmoil,
and Christians have not been spared from that
suffering. Christians are caught in the crossfire between
government troops and rebel forces, especially at the
frontlines. In areas controlled by radical Islamic groups,
most historic churches have been either demolished or
used as Islamic centres. Public expressions of Christian faith
in these regions are prohibited and church buildings or
monasteries cannot be repaired or restored irrespective of
whether the damage was collateral or intentional.
Christians who converted from Islam are often put under
pressure by their family, as conversion brings great
dishonour to the family, especially in majority Sunni areas,
where converts risk being disowned or worse. Pressure
from the family is somewhat less intense in Kurdish areas,
as the Kurdish Sunnis are generally less radical.

How to Pray
Pray for this war will come to a quick end. Pray especially
for the children, who have not known anything other than
war. Imagine the (mental) damage and broken lives, if this
cycle of violence is not stopped. Pray for the different
warring parties to see how the country is falling apart and
that God will bring all these groups back to the negotiation
table, to pursue peace instead of power.

DAILY PRAYERS FOR PERSECUTED MENA NATIONS

Day 25
Egypt
In that day Israel will be the third with Egypt and Assyria, a blessing
in the midst of the earth, whom the Lord of hosts has blessed,
saying, “Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the work of my
hands, and Israel my inheritance.” – Isaiah 19:24-25 ESV

Roadblocks to Faith
Many Egyptian Christians encounter substantial
roadblocks to living out their faith. There are violent
attacks that make news headlines around the world,
but there are also quieter, more subtle forms of
duress that burden Egyptian believers. Particularly in
rural areas in northern Egypt, Christians have been
chased from villages, and subject to mob violence
and intense familial and community pressure. This is
even more pronounced for Christians who are
converts from Islam.

How to Pray
Pray for believers who have friends or family who have
been injured or killed in violent attacks. Pray for healing
of hearts, minds and bodies. Pray for unity in the
Egyptian church, that Christians of all backgrounds
would see themselves as a common family of God. Pray
that God would soften the hearts of extremists and
government leaders, and Jesus’ name would be glorified
in their midst.
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Iraq
And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put on
sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them. – Jonah 3:5 ESV

The Land of Prophets

Iraq is the country where so many prophets from the
Bible once wrote some of their most important
warnings to us all. It is time that we, as His people, not
only in Iraq but all over the world, should take these
passages seriously and turn back to the One True God
and proclaim Him as Lord, just like the people of
Nineveh. Many Iraqi Christians are still recovering from the
brutal reign of ISIS, and for the almost decimated church,
that threat has not fully diminished. Although ISIS has lost
territory in Iraq, their ideology remains and has influenced
society. Shia militias who helped drive out ISIS and have
gained authority and territory in the power vacuum left
after ISIS was defeated. Iraq remains very tribal, which can
also mean significant pressure for believers who come from
Muslim tribes—conversion to Christianity is seen as a
rejection of heritage and family.

How to Pray
Pray, currently when everything seems to be falling apart,
for the Church of Jesus Christ to exemplify how to love one
another and live for the gospel of Jesus Christ. Pray for the
youth. Pray for the Holy Spirit to work in the lives of faithful
believers so that they can impact the community around
them. Pray for hope for the displaced Christian families
from Mosul. Very few Christians from the city have returned
because the security situation remains unstable.
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Day 26
Iran
Iran ranks as the 9th most difficult place to live as a
Christian.

A Growing Underground Church
Iranian society is governed by Islamic law, which
means the rights of Christians are heavily restricted.
Christians are forbidden from sharing their faith with
non-Christians in Iran, and it is illegal to produce
Christian literature or hold church services in Farsi.
Converts from Islam face persecution from the
government. If Christians attend an underground
house church, they face the constant threat of
arrest. Even so, the underground church is growing.

How to Pray
Pray for these secret believers, that they will be
protected and will be faithful witnesses to the
surrounding culture. Many of these house churches also
come together in each of the cities inside the country.
Pray for the leaders of these house churches to honour
each other’s ministry and find ways to support one
another in their work, for the glory of God!
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Libya
Libya ranks as the 4th most difficult place to live as a
Christian.

No Freedom

The absence of a single central government to uphold
law and order contributes to the extreme levels of
pressure in national and church life. Libyan Christians
with a Muslim background face violent and intense
pressure to renounce their faith from their family and
the wider community. There is no freedom of speech,
no equal treatment of Christians, no recognition of the
church and no churches being built. Christian migrant
workers are allowed to meet together to worship in Libya,
but they are always at risk of attack by Islamic militants, and
face discrimination from Libyan society. Churches for
Libyans are forbidden, and Libyan Christians must keep
their faith completely secret. Christians who publicly
express their faith and try to share the Christian faith with
others face the risk of arrest and violence at the hands of
their families, communities or violent Islamic militants.

How to Pray

Pray for the protection of Christian converts from Islam and
ask God to connect them with other believers so they will
know they are not alone. Pray for a stable government to
be established in Libya and ask God to provide religious
freedom for Christians. Pray for Christian migrants—mostly
from sub-Saharan African countries—who are singled out
for discriminatory and violent treatment in detention
centres. Pray that Christians living in Tripoli would be
beacons of Christ’s peace and that people around them
would be drawn to Christ through their witness.
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Day 27
Sudan
Sudan ranks as the 7th most difficult place to live as a
Christian.

Islamic Oppression
Sudan’s current political chaos has left Christians in
limbo. The secession of South Sudan in 2011 has also
made Christians more vulnerable as Islamic
conservatives in Sudan push for a Shariah state.
Recently, the government has arrested or
intimidated many Christian leaders, and numerous
churches have been demolished. Extremists have
attacked Christians, especially in the Nuba Mountain
region, where thousands of Christians have been
killed or displaced.

How to Pray
Pray for peace and expanded religious freedom in Sudan
as negotiations continue between the military council
and opposing forces. Pray for Christians to have the
opportunity to worship together freely without fear of
violence. Pray for new converts to Christianity, that they
would be able to stand strong and have access to Bibles
and discipleship training.
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Day 28
Algeria
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may
have life and have it abundantly. – John 10:10 ESV

Revival in Persecution

Algeria has seen a rise in persecution over the last year.
The most visible example of persecution in 2019 was
the seemingly systemic closure of Protestant churches.
In some of these cases, Christians were forcibly
expelled by police in the middle of church services.
Pressure from family also remains high, particularly for
Christians who were previously Muslim. Extremist
Islamist groups continue to pressure the government to
restrict Christians’ freedom, as well. Despite all this, the
church in Algeria is growing. Most Christians in Algeria
come to faith through dreams, visions and Christian
broadcasts. Churches send their sermons out of the country
to be broadcast back into Algeria over satellite TV.

How to Pray
Praise the Lord, people continue to come to faith in Christ,
even during this time of the Covid-19 pandemic. Pray for
these new believers that they can find other believers and
enjoy the fellowship of the Body of Christ. Pray for strong
and faithful followers of Christ rooted in the Word so that
they can teach and strengthen the church. Pray that the
Bible Society will get permission to open shops throughout
the country, to make Christian literature available to all.
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Eritrea
Eritrea ranks as the 6th most difficult place to live as a
Christian.

Christian Denominational Protectionism
The authoritarian regime under President Afwerki is
responsible for massive human rights violations,
especially toward Christians. Persecution also comes
from Christian denominational protectionism.
Christians who aren’t members of state-approved
churches are considered agents of the West and a
threat to the state. Hundreds of Christians who are
members of unregistered churches are in prison;
some have been held captive for over a decade.
Many are forced to work long hours in commercial
flower fields, and some are held in shipping
containers in scorching temperatures.

How to Pray
Pray for endurance for brothers and sisters detained or
imprisoned in horrific conditions and ask God to give
them perseverance in their faith. Pray for President
Afwerki and the government leaders in Eritrea, that God
would work in their hearts and reveal the truth of the
gospel so that they may receive the joy of salvation. Pray
for church unity and reconciliation.
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Somalia
Somalia ranks as the 3rd most difficult place to live as a
Christian.

Serving as Midwives
In Somalia where the maternal mortality rate is one of the
highest in the world (732 per 100k live births (2015)),
midwifery is an essential skill that offers an opportunity to
not only bless the community but also share faith in word
and deed with many others. For many, being Somali equals
being Muslim.

A Testimony
Fatima (in her 20s) (not her real name), is from a Somali
background, and lives in the Horn of Africa. One day,
Fatima’s sister discovered some Christian content on her
phone. She told the entire family that Fatima had become a
believer. Fatima’s family banished her and warned anyone
against supporting her. She was in dire straits. Apart from
having nowhere to go, Fatima could also not continue her
education. But God provided a relatively safe place to stay
and brought her into contact with other followers of Christ.
Through her local faith community, Fatima continued her
studies to become a midwife. "I am so happy to continue
learning to be a midwife. I look forward to the day I am a
midwife and help other women. May God bless you!”

How to Pray

Pray for protection for women such as Fatima. Pray for her
family and that their relationship will be restored. And pray for
Fatima’s work as a midwife and that she will be a blessing for
the women she helps during childbirth.
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Nigeria
Nigeria ranks as the 12th most difficult place to live as a
Christian.

A Testimony
Boko Haram Muslim radicals and Fulani militants
continue to attack communities across most of the
country. Covid-19 restrictions have not curbed violence
but have exacerbated the effects of it – threatening
people’s livelihoods even more and making it near
impossible to get help to the most vulnerable, including
Rose, who lost her husband in a Fulani attack in April.
To make matters worse, her in-laws took all their
valuables and left Rose and the children behind emptyhanded to fend for themselves. Right at that time the
Nigerian government also announced lockdowns to
curb the Covid-19 pandemic. Survival became even
more challenging for Rose and her three girls. “Severe
hunger came, and we had no food. There was no money
to buy any food. We couldn’t trade anything for money
because the markets were closed. I don’t even have the
strength to do rigorous work to feed my children. We
have just been managing ourselves. It was mango
season, so we fed on the mangoes, but the season is
now finished. Sometimes we go to sleep without any
food. I only put my trust in God to see me through. And
today, we are amongst the living ones. It’s a miracle,”
she said. Raising her daughters in the way of the Lord
and providing their needs is Rose’s greatest concern.

How to Pray

Pray for God’s provision, spiritually and physically. Pray for
an end to the violent persecution of Christians in Africa.
Pray especially for Rose that she will see and experience the
faithfulness of God in her life. It is her desire for her
children to go school. Pray for God’s intervention.

Day 30
Field Workers
Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the
LORD by ceasing to pray for you, and I will instruct you in the good
and the right way. – 1 Samuel 12:34 ESV

A Surrendered Life
Field workers are constantly in danger. Serving the
persecuted church begins with learning about a struggling
believer or an attack and then gathering information from
local community leaders and pastors. As soon as he or
she has information about the situation and if the
location isn’t too sensitive, he travels to the place to meet
with the affected believers.
The field worker provides practical help, encouragement,
comfort, solidarity by standing with them shoulder to
shoulder, and share in their sorrows. They also provide
training to churches and leaders to strengthen them for
the battles ahead. Where there are no Bibles, they risk
their lives by doing what Brother Andrew did when he
first began – smuggle in Bibles while praying, “Lord, make
seeing eyes blind!”

How to Pray
What we can do for them is to extend our hands in prayer
for them. Pray for protection and wisdom. Pray for a
discerning heart as they meet people. Pray for God’s
provision for their ministry, especially for those with
agencies such as Open Doors and their local partners.
Bless their families and pray for God to give them the joy
of fruitful labour in the vineyard.

Everyday As We Pray, Let Us DECLARE:

Thy Kingdom Come
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Revival
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