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The topic I want you to share with you today is prayer.   

 

I Samuel 12:23 

But as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD by failing to 

pray for you, and I will teach you the way that is good and right.  

 

For a long time I thought about it, Lord why is such a sin against God when we 

fail to pray.  I think all of us have people who asked us to pray for them.  We say 

on their faces that we will pray for them, but a lot of times we forget about it.  

There is some special category of sin involved here when we fail to pray and I 

believe that is because through prayer God has brought us into a relationship 

with Him, into a partnership with Him.  Through which he works.   

 

If you were to go into a Bible Study Program and bring up the word, ‘ask’.  It is 

amazing how often you find that.  The scripture teaches us one thing, if nothing 

else, that prayer is not a “Prayer is not a substitute for work. It is the work for 

which there is no substitute.” 

 

I haven’t always thought of prayer like that.  So often you say, Lord I have a busy 

day and I will spend 10 minutes reading the Bible and I have got maybe 5 

minutes to give to you today Lord and that’s all I can give.  Okay, so, you have to 

be happy with that.  But I tell you that God is not happy with that.  I found out the 

hard way about this.  Prayer is totally essential for our growth in Christ, for our 

life in Christ, for our participation with God in the things that he wants to do in 

and through us.  So there is nothing in the world that can substitute for prayer. 

 

Remember the time when the first church began in the Book of Acts and the 

apostles were busy with so many ministries including helping to feed the poor 

and getting food to the widows and they finally came to realize that they were 

neglecting the most important things, the most important aspects of the 

ministry.  So they said, it is not right for us to neglect the word and the ministry of 

the word, to set tables here, to do all this other work, it is important work that 

they are doing but the most important thing Peter was saying is this right here.  

There is no substitute for it.   
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Realizing this, as believers we need to understand what are the requirements 

and what are the hindrances for getting our prayers answered.  This morning we 

are going to deal with just a few of these.  One primary requirement that a lot of 

Christians tend to overlook, its holy living, living pure lives, lives that are pleasing 

to God.  It is pretty simple thing to understand.  If a Christian is living in sin, 

deliberate sin but on presumption he goes ahead and prays, say, Lord I really 

want this, I really want this then if God is going to overlook those sin and go 

ahead and answer their prayer then God would be complicit in encouraging a 

lifestyle that is not pleasing to him. 

 

If we expect God to answer our prayers, we must live our lives in ways that honor 

the one who can answer.  Sometimes as Christians we presume upon the 

goodness of God and failing to look at one of the primary requisites of prayer 

and that is living a life of obedience.  God works with requirements.  There is a lot 

of scripture that speak to this very issue.  One of the best is Isaiah, 

 

Isaiah 59:1-2 

“Surely the Lord’s arm is not too short that he cannot save, nor his ear dulled 

that he cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation between you 

and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he will not 

hear!”   4 

 

Isaiah is saying, if you are coming to God in prayer, you got to have your room 

cleaned up.  God is not impotent; He can do anything.  There is nothing 

impossible for God.  God is not deaf like an old man; he is definitely older than dirt 

but he has no age.  He is not deaf.  Nothing wrong with his hearing.  The Lord is 

quite capable but he said he will not listen to our prayers when we are not living 

a kind of life that is honoring and pleasing to him. 

 

Sin hinders God answering our prayers.  It becomes a wall.  There are some 

things that God is going to do in spite of how we act.  You look at the history of 

the Jewish nation.  There were so many times that God said, I am ready to wipe 

these people out, Moses I am going to start over again with you and Moses stood 

in the gap and said, Lord please don’t that.  The nations will think you brought 

your tribe out here just to kill them, that you are not able to take them into 

Canaan.  So the Lord said, okay.   

 

Living a kind of life that is pleasing God is powerful and one of the best 

scriptures, most that you are familiar with in James 

 

James 5:16  
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 “The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.” 

 

Some will misinterpret this.  In the scriptures, righteousness, you look at it in two 

aspects.  One aspect is the righteousness that comes by faith.   

 

2 Cor. 5:21  

 “For our sake He made him to be sin, who knew no sin, so that in Him we might 

become the righteousness of God.” 

 

It means that Jesus Christ gave his life for life for us, we all know that.  He paid 

for our sins on the cross and when we put our faith in him, the father takes our 

sins, puts them on Jesus and takes the perfect righteousness of his only son and 

places it on us.  So from the point we become followers of Jesus, God the father 

looks at us as he looks at his own son, righteous.  So that is absolutely critical.  

That’s what we call a Christian.  Someone who has the righteousness of God 

placed on them because they placed their faith in the son.  There is another 

aspect of righteous and that is a holy life.  A life lived in obedience to God, a life 

that is following Jesus as Lord and master.  A life that is walking with the spirit.  

A life that is seeking to walk with God on a daily basis in obedience and that is the 

kind of righteousness that James is speaking of here.  Now the first 

righteousness is obviously very essential.  If you don’t have this righteousness 

that is imputed to us from God through faith in Him then this part of 

righteousness here is absolutely impossible. 

 

One who does not know God cannot live a righteous life, it is not in us.  So here 

James is saying, the prayer of a righteous person, those who are living in 

obedience to Christ, the prayer of these kind of believers is powerful and 

effective.  One of the most well-known scriptures that deals with this entire thing, 

it almost summarizes all of the qualifications of prayer but it doesn’t hit all of 

them. 

 

2 Chron. 7:14  

“if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and 

seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and 

will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”  

 

This is a conditional promise from God.  The first thing he say, my people who are 

called by my name.  We worship Jesus Christ; we are little Christs.  We have 

taken his name.  Humbleness is an attitude of mind that recognizes that when we 

come before God in any capacity, particularly in prayer that we recognize that 

God will answer our prayers not because of what we have done for him and not 

because we are living a righteous life.  Righteous living is necessary for prayers 
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being answered.  Everything good in us is from God.  No one has ever done 

anything for God that requires God to pay us back.  We are fortunate that we 

don’t get what we deserve that’s His mercy.  So when we come the attitude of 

humility is saying, Lord I don’t deserve anything.  I haven’t done anything that 

requires you to answer my prayers.  Lord I just love you, you are great, you have 

saved me, you have made me your child.   

 

Some people say, no need to pray as God knows everything.  God wants us to 

ask.  He requires that we ask.  Do you know the first thing that God the father 

said to the incarnate son in Psalm 2:8 

 

You are my son, today I have begotten you.  Ask of me and I will make the 

nations your heritage, the ends of the earth your possession. 

 

God the father saying to the son to ask.  God is saying to the son, you pray to me 

and it is my will that people from every tongue and tribe, people from every 

nation will become a part of the kingdom of God.  That’s my will, you son has to 

pray towards that.  Jesus spent so much time in prayer.  Asking is so important.  

We do not presume upon the graces of God and say; I don’t need to ask because 

he already knows what I need.  The scripture is very clear about prayer. 

 

The scripture tells us to seek God’s face.  That means to build up that 

relationship, that personal relationship that we have with God.  Prayer is not just 

a matter of sitting down and going through a list of your needs.  Prayer is about 

talking with God; it is about developing that relationship.  Jesus in great prayer in 

John chapter 17:3 said, this is eternal life that they know you, the only true God 

and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.  We know God by spending time with him 

in prayer. 

 

We got to be very careful as believers, not to presume that just because we are 

followers of Jesus Christ that He is going to listen to and answer every prayer 

that we bring before Him.  In particular, to know that if we are not living a life 

with a cleaned-up room, he is not going to listen. 

 

Faith is one of the primary requirements that we have for prayer.  

 

Heb. 11:6  

“Without faith it is impossible to please God, for anyone who comes to Him must 

believe that He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him.” 

 



5 

As Christians that is presumed.  No one is going to come to God, if they don’t 

think that he exists.  Praying and seeking God’s face is rewarding.  Faith is really 

very simple.  It is simply believing that God is going to do what he said.   

 

Heb 11:1  

 “Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” 

 

Faith is not an emotion, although quite often emotions will follow, faith is not 

based on what you feel but it is based on what God has said in the scriptures.  It 

is simply that God will do what he has said in his words.  Great examples of this is 

Abraham.  Abraham was immediately obedient to the command of God.  Paul 

said, 

 

Rom. 4:20-21  

“No doubt/distrust made him (Abraham) waver concerning the promise of God, 

but he grew strong in his faith, as he gave glory to God, fully convinced that God 

was able to do what he had promised.”  

 

Abraham messed up with his life.  Abraham’s faith was based on his experience 

with God, the knowledge of who God is and how God works and acts and what 

God has said to him directly.  There was no bible in those days, but Abraham had 

a lot of close communication with God.  Abraham’s faith was not based upon 

some feeling.   

 

Numbers 23:19  

“God is not a man that he should lie, nor a son of man that he should change his 

mind. Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill?” 

 

We need to know what this God say.  We have the book and we have the most 

amazing God who loves to do good for his children.  He loves us to come to him.  

He wants us to read the Book, because in that Book are the promises, the 

promises that we can claim.  There is the commands and the principles that we 

must obey and live by in obedience, so that we keep living a life that is pleasing 

to him.  We are so privileged to have a God who hears prayer.   

 

We need to spend time in God’s word and with God.  Through this, we get the 

love of father and he loves us even more deeply if that’s possible. 


