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Even from a causal reading of this portion of Isaiah 11, one can easily sense that it is a prophecy 

about the coming of this messianic king, this great king who will not only be king of the 

Israelites but also king of the world, for it says at the end of the text, the nations will rally to him.  

The whole world will rally to him and we know that this Messianic king is none other than Jesus 

Christ.  The word keep saying Messianic King.  The word Messiah or Messianic comes from the 

Hebrew word ‘Mashiach’, which means the anointed one and this is translated into Greek as 

Christos, from which we get the word Christ.  Hence when we say Jesus Christ, Christ is not his 

family name, Christ is a title, it means Jesus the Messiah or Jesus the anointed one from Hebrew.  

Not only in chapter 11 but there are many verses or groups of verses scattered across the book of 

Isaiah that prophecies the coming of this anointed one, what happen to him and what he will do 

and surely the best known of these is the verse in Isaiah 9:6 which is often quoted on Christmas 

day, which foretold the birth of Jesus Christ. 

 

6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace. 

 

The other well-known block of verses from Isaiah is from chapter 53, the passage entitled the 

suffering servant which foretold the atoning death of Jesus which made our salvation possible 

and the verse stands out in Isaiah 53 is verse 5 

 

But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 

chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 

 

This is often read during Good Friday.  So If Isaiah 9 is about the birth of Jesus, Isaiah 53 is 

about the death of Jesus then Isaiah 11 is about the kingship of Jesus and how he will rule.  If 

Isaiah 9 is symbolized by the crit and Isaiah 53 by the cross, then the image of Isaiah 11 is the 

crown.  Our text is Isaiah 11 can be divided into four sections. 

 The Identity of the King  (v.1 & 10) 

 The Wisdom of the King  (v.2~3a & 9b) 

 The Justice of the King  (v.3b~5) 

 The Reign of the King  (v.6~9a) 

 

From the onset Isaiah gives us a clue as to who this Messianic king might be.  He writes  
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1 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 

 

Jesse was the father of king David.  So this verse simply means that this messianic king would be 

a descendant on David.  He would come from the line of David.  Isaiah uses largely botanical 

metaphors to describe him.  A shoot from stump and uses words like roots, branch and fruit, so 

that people in those days could understand because theirs was largely an agricultural economy, 

but we who are on this side of history, we know exactly who this messianic king is.  He is none 

other than Jesus as mentioned just now, but Isaiah in his time didn’t know that and that’s why he 

couldn’t name this king is Isaiah 11 and in his other prophecies because the name Jesus was only 

given to this king later when he was about to be conceived in the womb of Mary.  When the 

angel Gabriel appeared to her and this is what Gabriel told Mary in Luke 1:31 

 

You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and 

will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father 

David… 

 

From these two verses the identity of this messianic king is clear.  He would be named Jesus; he 

will sit on David’s throne as a descendant of David.  Now the word father at the end of the verse 

should be read as ancestor.  In short, Jesus is no less than the fulfillment of the prophecy we read 

in Isaiah 11.  Now this is the easy part, but the harder part of this first section is at the end of our 

text. 

 

10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to 

him, and his resting place will be glorious. 

 

So this messianic king is also described as the root of Jesse, meaning he predates Jesse, he 

existed before Jesse.  Earlier in verse 1, the messianic king is described as the branch from 

Jesse’s roots, but now he is the root of Jesse or the root of the roots.  How can he be both 

descendant and ancestor of Jesse at the same time?  Now this may remind of you an incident in 

John 8 verse 58 where Jesus said 

 

Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” 

 

Jesus predates not only David and Jesse, he also existed before Abraham.  So in describing him 

as the root of Jesse, Isaiah is simply pointing to his eternity and hence his divinity.  Apostle John 

goes even further back when he opens his gospel with the phrase, ‘in the beginning was the 

word’, meaning Jesus was there in the beginning, even before the creation of the universe.  He is 

the only person in human history who existed before he was born.  Now you have not noticed 

something strange in this verse.  Jesus didn’t say, before Abraham was born, I was.  He did not 

use the past tense, he used the present tense, ‘I am’.  It is a bit of wrong English in fact.  This is 
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interesting because ‘I am’ happened to be the name of God, because in Exodus 3:14 when God 

instructed Moses to go to the Israelites to tell them, ‘I am’ has sent me to you.  So when Jesus 

said, before Abraham was born, I am, he was pointing to his own divinity, He is God and this 

squares with the verse in Isaiah 9:6 

 

It also says and his name will be called mighty God, we can call Jesus mighty God.  Because if 

Jesus were merely a human descendant of David, if he were a mere mortal like you and me then 

he will be subjected to the same decay and decline that you and I experience in our journey of 

life, then how is He going to provide a solution to our situation in terms of our pain and 

sufferings, but because Jesus is divine, because he is God himself he has something to offer us. 

 

2. THE WISDOM OF THE KING 

 

2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him – the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit 

of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord 3 and he will delight in 

the fear of the Lord. 

 

Here we see a variety of words related to wisdom.  This is the way of saying, this person is going 

to be very-very wise.  In addition, there is this phrase, ‘the fear of the Lord’, which appears 

twice.  I like to think that this phrase is synonymous with wisdom itself from the well-known 

verse in Proverbs 9:10 ‘the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom’.  So you see the word 

wisdom everywhere in this second section.  So this messianic king whom Isaiah prophesized is 

going to be a very wise king.  His wisdom is heavenly wisdom, not human wisdom.  His wisdom 

comes from a birth and is not of this world and some of you may recall this related verse in 

Isaiah 55 verses 8 and 9 

 

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. 9 

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 

thoughts than your thoughts. 

 

Some of you may also recall an incident in Luke chapter 2 where 12-year-old Jesus was found at 

the temple, sitting among the teachers and how they marvel at his wisdom.  I find it very 

comforting to know that this messianic king is so full of wisdom.  In relation to our topic, I have 

often struggled with the many questions of life to which there are no easy answers, but I rest in 

the thought that my God is all wise, all knowing and he knows what’s best, although sometimes I 

don’t understand his ways.  Furthermore, when this king shall rule with wisdom, the whole earth 

will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord from verse 9 at the bottom of our text.  Meaning 

that what we cannot understand today, we will know fully when the day come and this second 

section of the wisdom of the king can be summarized in a verse in Job 12:13 
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To God belong wisdom and power; counsel and understanding are his. 

 

3. THE JUSTICE OF THE KING 

 

With wisdom this messianic king shall come and he will come also as a judge as evident from 

verses 3 to 5 of our text  

 

3 and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or 

decide by what he hears with his ears; 4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with 

justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his 

mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 5 Righteousness will be his belt and 

faithfulness the sash around his waist. 

 

There are two parts to his judgment in verse 4, He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 

with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 

 

Now the first half sounds rather cryptic, striking the earth with the rod of his mouth.  What does 

this mean?  Now parallel to this in the second half it says, with the breath of his lips he will slay 

the wicked.  This means that he will judge the sinners and evildoers with the rod of his mouth 

and the breath of his lips and these two metaphors need to be explained, especially the rod of his 

mouth.  Now to understand this we look at this verse in Revelation 1:16 

 

In his right hand he held seven stars, and coming out of his mouth was a sharp, double-edged 

sword. 

 

Now here we have a clearer imagery, the rod is a double-edged sword, coming out of Jesus 

mouth but don’t take this literally.  Don’t imagine a sword coming out of Jesus’s mouth.  The 

double edge sword is.  This answer to this metaphor lies in Hebrews 4:12 

 

For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even 

to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 

 

Hence the double edge sword, the rod from his mouth, is synonymous with the word of God.  

Therefore, this king will judge with spoken words and hence the breath of his lips.  What he says 

in those days will carry unbelievable power.  God spoken word has power, the universe was 

created with his bear words.  But in relation to our topic today, I really want to focus on the first 

part of this judgment in verse 4 

 

   but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor 

of the earth. 
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At a glance this may be a bit hard to understand, why judge the needy.  Are they in the same 

boat as the wicked?  Now if you recall the parable of the sheep and goats in Matthew 25 where 

humanity will be separated into two groups, the redeemed or the sheep on the right of the king, 

the condemned or the goats on the left.  Now clearly the second part that we just covered is 

talking about the goats and so one would expect that the first part will be about the sheep, but we 

don’t find the sheep mentioned here, instead what’s highlighted here are the needy and the poor, 

not the redeemed and the saved.  Isaiah choose to talk more about the needy and the poor.  Now 

this is very interesting in the context of our topic.  To better understand this, when Isaiah says he 

will judge the needy, it should be taken to mean that he will make things just for the needy.  He 

will make things right for the needy and this squares with the parallel phrase he will give 

decision for the poor because Jesus has a very soft spot in his heart for the needy and the poor 

and by extension for the oppressed and the afflicted, the disadvantaged and the sick.  This is very 

evident during his earthly ministry when he often reached out to those waited down by pain and 

sufferings.  So when the messianic king comes, not only will the redeemed people of God get 

their rewards which is not mentioned here, the more pointedly when he comes the needy and the 

poor will find relief.  Of course, not for all the needy and poor, but only for those who are in 

Christ.  Often when we think of heaven, we think of rewards but here in our text is talking more 

about relief and release from pain and suffering and that’s not all it gets even better.  The 

prophecies in this third section extend into the fourth and last section.   

 

4. THE REIGN OF THE KING  

 

In the last section, we see this amazing scene where animals are pet together, the wolf with the 

lamb, the leopard with the goat, also the calf and the lion, the cow and the bear.  In each case the 

herbivore is paired with a carnivore.  Earlier we began with a lot of botanical metaphors and now 

we end up with plenty of zoological symbolism, but what are these symbolic and rather poetic 

verses trying to convey.  First we see a peaceful coexistence between two parties, who normally 

do not see eye to eye, so the picture is one of peace and harmony and absence of conflict and 

amenity.  It is a picture of what the conditions would be like under the reign of this messianic 

king.  There will be no wars and hostilities and this again squares with Isaiah 9:6 that we saw 

earlier where this child born unto us will be called the Prince of Peace. 

 

Peace will be the hallmark of his reign, but that’s not the entire picture.  We need to go deeper 

into the text because there is a curious phrase at the end of verse 7 that says, the lion will eat 

straw like the ox.  Here the carnivore is no more a carnivore, it has become an herbivore.  Now 

we understand why the lamb is willing to hang around the wolf, similarly the goat and the 

leopard, the calf and the lion and so on.  Because they are no longer afraid of being killed by 

their predators and hence the better picture from these verses is the absence of death in the 

kingdom of this messianic king.  Death will be no more during the reign of Jesus and Isaiah puts 

this across more explicitly in another verse in Isaiah 25 verse 8,  
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But death will be destroyed forever. And the Lord God will wipe away every tear from every 

face. 

 

This verse is also echoed by John in Revelation 21:4. Prophet Hosea drives this even more 

powerfully in Hosea 13:14 

 

“I will deliver this people from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death. 

Where, O death, are your plagues? Where, O grave, is your destruction? 

 

This is how we ought to understand verses 6 and 7 in our text that death will be vanquished and 

this is supported by verse 8 

 

The infant will play near the cobra’s den, and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s 

nest. 

 

Now to do this normally would be suicidal but in that day during the reign of the messianic king, 

there will be no danger of death even if you go near Cobra or viper because as it says in verse 9 

 

They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, 

 

In chapter 11, other than verses 1 and 2, it appears that most of the prophecies have yet to be 

fulfilled, most of our text is about Jesus coming as a judge and as a king, it talks about his 

judgment and his reign.  In his first coming which is well documented in the four gospels, Jesus 

came as a savior and as the suffering servant.  He was born to face the cross.  If he didn’t come 

as a judge nor as a king, instead all that will happen his second coming and hence we have to 

bear in mind that the prophecies in our text today from Isaiah 11 have a lot to do with Jesus 

second coming which I think is not too far away.  The preoccupation with his first coming is 

phenomenal but our focus on his second coming is somewhat lacking.  For some reason, we are 

so fixated on his first coming rather than his second coming.   

 

The great Isaiah scroll is about 24 feet long, is part of the so called Dead Sea Scrolls.  This 

particular one was discovered in 1947 and it was written in the year 125 BC, only about 600 

years after the time of Isaiah.  Before it was discovered, the earliest Old Testament manuscript 

that bible scholars had was written around 1000 AD, meaning that with this scroll we can now 

authenticate and check the accuracy of our Bible.  Our guide in Israel was a Palestinian 

Christian, very well versed with bible history and so I asked him, how close are the contents of 

this Isaiah scroll compared to the book of Isaiah in our modern Bible.  He said, very-very close 

except for some spelling variations.  It is very reassuring to know that the verses we are reading 

today they are almost 100% identical to the nine lines or so from this scroll.   
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We are so focused on the first coming of Jesus Christ.  It is good to commemorate the birth of 

the messiah, to remember the day when God came into our world as a human being, but as much 

as we look back we also need to cast our eyes to the future.   

 

Acts 1:11 This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the 

same way you have seen him go into heaven. 

 

We need to look forward as much as we look back, looking forward to his second coming.  Much 

of Advent Liturgy actually focuses on the second coming of Jesus, which is what our text is 

mostly about.  This is so important to us in relation to our topic on decay.  The decorations 

nowadays are a facade of prosperity and well-being.  The reality of life is something else all the 

way.  When we walk into any of these big malls, drop by any day we will get a sense that life is 

pretty good.  There are all these nice restaurants serving delicious food, lovely shops offering all 

kinds of merchandize, the shoppers are all well dressed and generally having a good time, but I 

don’t harbor any illusions that life is a bed of roses.  I am well aware that life can be brutally 

harsh or hard.  Where are the handicapped, poor and old, they are generally kept out of sight, out 

of our view but they are there, at home, in orphanages, in the nursing homes and hospitals.   

 

Going to visit someone in hospital or attending a funeral gives us a reality check, remind us that 

life comes with pain and suffering, our bodies are weak and fragile and most important of all our 

earthly life will eventually come to an end like a packet of biscuit having an expiry date. 

 

Years ago I remember teaching the book of John at the SS19 live group and I remember 

reminding my students about the 4 Ds of life.  These 4 Ds are out of the 7 miracles of Jesus 

recorded by John in his gospel, I have selected 5 to help illustrate the harsh realities of life. 

 In the miracle of Jesus walking on water in John 6 we realize that there are occasional 

storms in our lives and hence the first D, danger. 

 In the healing of the official son in John 4 and also the blind man in John 8, we note the 

second D of life, disease. 

 In the healing of the cripple at the pool in John 8, he was wasting away for 38 years we 

see the third D, decay. 

 Finally, in the raising of Lazarus we face the last D, death. 

 

These are sobering thoughts, you can exercise every day, you can have the healthiest of diet, you 

can be very careful when you drive on the road, you can do your best to try to avoid or prevent 

any of these dreadful-ties of life but even if you manage somehow to escape danger or disease 

but slowly the third D will catch up with you, decay and eventually the fourth D will get you, 

death.  Now this is not an easy subject, it is not something that we will like to talk about.  Our 

normal response is denial.  No matter what you say or what you do, there is no escaping from 

these four Ds of life. 
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Some of us might ask, why doesn’t God shield us from the four Ds of life, why doesn’t God 

protect us from harm, after all we are his children.  There are no easy answers.  God can heal and 

God heals but He doesn’t heal all the time.  Why God doesn’t grant heart desires even after we 

serve God, again there are no easy answers. 

 

If Christians would have been immune from diseases, then all the churches will be full of people, 

they will convert to Christianity willingly and quickly but for the wrong reason, for the sake of 

the immunity, not because they love God.  No, God doesn’t such believers.  So if I would tell 

you that God will bless you with good health if you follow Jesus then I will be preaching a false 

gospel, it will be a kind of prosperity gospel, but the fact is even members of the prosperity 

gospel church they do fall sick, they do succumb to cancer.  The truth is pain and suffering are a 

part of Christian living. 

 

James 1 and Romans 5 teaches that pain and suffering are the means by which God builds our 

perseverance and character, that means by which we develop our trust in him but that is a 

separate topic for another day.  Jesus says in Matthew 5:45, that God causes his sun to rise up on 

the evil and the good and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  We are all subjected 

to the four Ds of life as much as the nonbelievers, it will not be sunshine every day, sometimes 

there will be rain.  The sea will not be calm all the way, sometimes there will be storms. 

 

How do we then journey through life with all these twists and turns?  How do we deal with 

danger, disease, decay and death?   

 

When the misfortune hit us, it is natural to ask why me, why this, why now but could there be a 

better response that we can master.  Our world offers no permanent solution to life’s trials and 

troubles, but thankfully in our text today we see a ray of hope.  Our text offers us a perspective 

that is powerful and helpful which is hope, a living hope that surpasses understanding. 

 

Our text today from Isaiah 11 at its core is about hope, living hope and biblical hope and that’s 

the take home message.   

 

Enclosing place of trust in Jesus, the messianic king for he is good and he is very wise.  He will 

make things right for those who are hurting and are in stress.  He will grant relief and release 

from all pain and sufferings and he will abolish death.  Everything will be beautiful and perfect 

and that’s why earlier I said repeatedly focus on the second coming, Christmas is not just about 

looking back at the birth of Jesus, it is also about looking forward to his second coming, to his 

reign as king.  It is also about the living hope that we breath and hopefully we breath it surer and 

surer over the years.   


