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I believe pride is actually the root of a culture that is bringing about all this problems, all these 

evil manifested in this country and in this world.  Pride in simple definition is a “A feeling or 

deep pleasure or satisfaction derived from one's own achievements, the achievements of those 

with whom one is closely associated with, or from qualities or possessions that are widely 

admired.” 

It is a natural experience for us to suddenly grow two inches taller when we are able to achieve 

something by God’s grace or even in our simple achievements.  So of course we are a little bit 

proud but what happens when it becomes a culture. 

What is culture? 

"Culture is an effort to provide a coherent set of answers to the existential situations that 

confront human beings in the passage of their lives.” Daniel Yankelovich 

Culture therefore actually is helping us explain and apply the things that we experience on a 

daily basis. 

What happens when you use pride as a steering factor into our culture today? 

Our whole life therefore gets disjointed.  As a Christian I will say it is disjointed from God, it 

gets disjointed from the point of reference on which we hold steadfast to, it goes to our own 

emotions and then we set standards for ourselves and we compare our standards upon others and 

that is why we get statements or we get conversations. 

When pride becomes the describing factor of our culture today, westernization and globalization 

has given us many good things but one thing that really harm us is that when we put God aside 

and say it is me, myself, my family, my community, that is the one that defines who I am and in 

which I am proud of then you will see a slippery slope going downhill. 

"A genuine cultural revolution is one that makes a decisive break with the shared meanings of 

the past. The break particularly affects those meanings that relate to the deepest questions of the 

purpose and the nature of human life.” Daniel Yankelovich 

I believe the gospel is the revolution of our culture today that can bring us back from death to 

life, that can bring us back from sense of meaninglessness and sense of lack of value to an 

eternal value that we can see in Jesus.  In this country we ask for reformation, on another side the 
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political party is asking for transformation.  The gospel is calling for us to revolution and the 

revolution begins in our hearts and we have to pin down this issue of pride. 

PRIDE IS THE SOURCE OF ALL MISERY 

6 ……You’ve become rich by extortion,…… 8 Because you have plundered many nations, …. 

You committed murder throughout the countryside and filled the towns with violence. 

This kind of misery is not just misery for the self but misery that is put upon other people for the 

sake of our your own pride.  So we see the Babylonian kingdom, already God is putting an 

account upon them and there is also an account of how much misery that either they are putting 

upon themselves as an individuals and how they are putting upon their community and their 

empire.  So we see misery being done by pride grafted into financial gain so that is extortion and 

also we see slavery which is the result of pride over the value of another human being.  Mean 

you take yourself to be more valuable and more important than the other person.  In the text also 

we see  

9 “What sorrow awaits you who build big houses with money gained dishonestly! ……, putting 

your family’s nest beyond the reach of danger. 10 But by the murders you committed, … 

So we have put our family first above everyone else, again it is a prideful thing but this time it is 

from a family point of view and so one of the acts therefore is being done is that bribery was 

committed and that is pride grafted into security. 

12 ……who build cities with money gained through murder and corruption! 

Money was gained through murder and corruption again and so we see corruption that is grafted 

into public office. 

15 “What sorrow awaits you who make your neighbors drunk! You force your cup on them so 

you can gloat over their shameful nakedness. 

This is not just seeing or gazing of their nakedness but actually participating in sexual acts and so 

we see debauchery going in the Babylonian kingdom, pride grafted into entertainment. 

17 You cut down the forests of Lebanon. Now you will be cut down. You destroyed the wild 

animals, so now their terror will be yours. 

It is actually environmental abuse.  It is very interesting to know that God hold us accountable 

even to the Babylonian kingdom of the impacts that they have done upon the nature and wildlife 

that actually had overtaken to build their own kingdoms and so we see pride grafted into 

environmental abuse.  Then of course comes the one that we are very familiar with where it 

describes how instead of worshiping the one true God they make little gods which they can 

control, they can put in their home, they will feed whenever they feel like it, they will give 

incense and candles and celebrate their birthday in their own time, in their own control rather 
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than actually going before the holy temple before Almighty God and so in that we pride grafted 

into worship. 

So all of this was happening in the Babylonian kingdom is because they are putting themselves 

above everything else.  So even this idolatry although they are saying that they are making these 

clay images, wooden images, images of gold and silver, they are not making a god to truly 

worship, they are actually making a little idol as a scapegoat so that they can truly take the time 

to worship the one person that matters the most themselves. 

If I were to close my eyes and listen to that kind of description put in a modern translation, I 

wouldn’t think that is Babylon, I think that is Kuala Lumpur.  So we see so many things going 

on.  We see extortion, we see corruption, we see slavery, we see drunkenness and sex, we see 

environmental abuse, we see idol making and we see all this is actually being powered by this 

culture of pride and the result of all the misery that is happening in the background is: 

• Poverty, unbalanced dispersion of wealth 

• Rule of Law not enforced 

• Value of humankind depleted (slavery and sexual abuse) 

• Environmental consequences 

• Ultimately judged by the LORD for the wrong they have done with their own hands 

Either we are the instruments of such pride or we are the recipients of such pride.  Actually we 

are both. 

Babylon has actually quite a lot to be proud of.  Its mathematics and technology until the day we 

are using on a regular basis.  Behind all that advancements we see misery that is going on in the 

streets and even in the homes of both the wealthy and the poor. 

How do we know that we have pride? 

A man once said “Show me a man full of misery and I’ll show you a man trying to guard his 

pride.”  We all go through painful times in our lives.  There is grief and we become sad. 

The difference between grief and misery is that grief allows healing to come and we surrender it 

to God what happens to others and what therefore happens to our lives, whereas misery which is 

brought by pride we put the blame on us. 

We take pride in thinking that we could be the life changer that we can do something more than 

what God has destined.  So the difference between misery which is rooted by pride and our 

sorrow is that our sorrow is the choice of what we do of our sorrow.  We either surrender it to 

God and let him be sovereign in this time or can make our lives miserable.   
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Day to Day Application of Misery and Pride 

Why is misery a good litmus for pride? 

It is because where you will find pride you will find misery.  You will find misery when you fail 

because it harms your pride. Some of us have chapters in our lives that has named us with misery 

because we allowed our pride to be the front and center of our success and it got hurt. 

Misery When We Succeed 

There is another kind where you are so proud that you also end up having misery even when we 

succeed.  Deon Sanders is an amazing sportsman.  He has won the NFL super bowl 

championship twice in 1994 and 1995.  He is the only man in the American history that is able to 

play both the National Football League and the World Baseball League.  He is the only sport 

superstar that dare say that I have played in both international leagues all over the world.  When 

he switched football teams in 1994 and 1995 the contract was given to him was 12.99 million US 

dollars cash and yet when he got that he gives his testimony.  He wrote a book and in that book 

he wrote a testimony to say that I had all that, I tried everything, I have tried women, I tried 

alcohol. 15 years before he said to himself that he will one day be able to buy a Lamborghini 

cash and he did, he was high about it for a few minutes and then he lay down in his bed and said, 

why I am still so miserable.  In his words he says there is a yearning, there is a hunger that no 

amount of success or his pride in his work can ever fill then he went to a church nearby his place, 

came to know Christ and his life made a 180 degree turn. 

There might be many of us who are successful, who have done great things in their lives but yet 

most of us still carry misery with us in our hearts like a weight on our chest and we bring to us at 

home when we go to bed.  We fling it our spouses whenever we feel it is too heavy to bear.  We 

toss it to our children.  We fling it around to our friends with a hope that may be someone will be 

able to carry the misery.  Pride is a source of all misery.  Release the pride and you release that 

misery.  Release that pride unto Christ and you release that misery right away.   

PRIDE WILL ACQUIRE GOD’S JUDGMENT 

At every single time when there is a description of what evil is being done in the community, 

what misery is being brought upon individuals and communities, you will also see judgment.   

6 ……‘What sorrow awaits you thieves!  Now you will get what you deserve!..... 7 Suddenly, 

your debtors will take action. They will turn on you and take all you have, while you stand 

trembling and helpless. 8 Because you have plundered many nations, now all the survivors will 

plunder you… 

God uses other nations to punish the prideful nation. 



5 

10 But by the murders you committed, you have shamed your name and forfeited your lives. 

11……and the beams in the ceilings echo the complaint. 

You will see your family name being shamed because you try to protect a family nest, try to not 

bring shame to our family but then God will judge it make you crumble down to the throne and 

we will be held accountable for the work that we have done. 

13 Has not the Lord of Heaven’s Armies promised that the wealth of nations will turn to ashes? 

…..14 For as the waters fill the sea, the earth will be filled with an awareness of the glory of the 

Lord. 

We see that heavens also are against the sinful nation.  They are waiting to pour out their 

judgment upon that country for as the water fill the sea the earth will be filled with an awareness 

of the glory of God.   

15 ……You force your cup on them so you can gloat over their shameful nakedness. 16 But 

soon it will be your turn to be disgraced…Drink from the cup of the Lord’s judgment, and all 

your glory will be turned to shame. 

You will be publically disgraced before Almighty God.  Everything that you have been proud of, 

that you put your life at stake for other than the gospel of God will turn from glory into shame 

before the one true God.   

You cut down the forests of Lebanon. Now you will be cut down. You destroyed the wild 

animals, so now their terror will be yours. 

It is almost a consequential thing that is happening here and we even see it today. We abused the 

environment and the environment is not helping us today.  Consequences will creep up on us. 

18 “What good is an idol carved by man, ….19…. They may be overlaid with gold and silver, 

but they are lifeless inside. 20 But the Lord is in his holy Temple. Let all the earth be silent 

before him.” 

At the end of the day their idols will never save them, and the one true God will judge in a silent 

hall.  This is the torment which we feel when we are estranged from God.   

We see in history how God in the background uses empires and kingdoms to judge another.  The 

Assyrian kingdom in the scripture are looked upon as evil, horrendous, God uses another country 

to judge them.  Babylonian took over them and they too fell into sin and so God uses another 

nation to judge them.  He used the Persians.  The Persians gulfed up the whole empire there and 

then grew the empire and when they started falling to their own sin God gave a heavy blow on 

them and used another empire to judge them, the Greeks.  Then there was a rebellion not just in 

the Israel but in the whole of this area and another kingdom therefore took over, Romans.  This 

goes on and on, even until modern day situation, the latest and greatest empire that they will call 
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themselves is the glorious British Empire.  There kingdom between the late 1800s before the 

great war was very huge, but after the great war and World War II British Empire gone down to 

pieces because there was slavery in India, there was colonization and abuse in the States.  They 

send the people that they don’t like over to Australia and in the end of the day now they are just 

one country.  God in the background uses one country to judge another, and this circle will come 

on and on until finally Jesus himself comes and all of us will be judged.   

Jesus himself told a story, there was once a man using definitely accepted means via slavery and 

land acquisition.  He was a rich man and he had so much harvest that he looked at his harvest 

and he said there is so much I cannot even eat all of it.  Now by culture he is supposed to give to 

the poor, pay extra portion to his laborers, help other communities, give a bigger portion of 

harvest offering towards the temple of the Lord which was at that time also a community 

epicenter where people can actually come and ask for help. 

He said, I will build bigger storehouses, I will store all my grain in it and I will be able to sit back 

and relax and say, you have done good, now I may eat and drink and be married for the good 

labor that you have done.  God looks at this guy and says, you fool this very day I will take your 

life and not even one grain you will eat, in fact you will go to a place where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.   

Are we saving our money for ourselves or we are helping those who are in need?  God will ask 

us this question. 

In another story He actually goes on even further and he elaborates it even deeper.   

Matthew 25: 31-46 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 

then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will 

separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And he 

will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on 

his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 

the foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 

gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed me, I 

was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 37 Then the righteous will 

answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 

drink? 38 And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39 

And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40 And the King will answer them, 

‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 

41“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire 

prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty 

and you gave me no drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did 

not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44 Then they also will answer, 

saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, 

and did not minister to you?’ 45 Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you 

did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And these will go away into 

eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

http://biblehub.com/matthew/25-31.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/25-32.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/25-33.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/25-34.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/25-35.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/25-36.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/25-37.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/25-38.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/25-39.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/25-40.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/25-41.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/25-42.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/25-43.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/25-44.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/25-45.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/25-46.htm
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It is also interesting to note that the book of Habakkuk chapter 2 verse 14 For the earth will be 

filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 

We will see this in two ways and the one way that we will see this also is judgment.  Paul uses 

this same mimicry in Romans 

Romans 1:18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and 

wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known 

about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 

Have we led our pride blind us from being able to see the knowledge of the glory of God?  Have 

we tried to go and find our little piece of heaven, vacationing, going on a cruise around the world 

trying to find meaningfulness in life only to go at the final gates of God and ask what have you 

done with your life.  

Vacationing is not bad but using it as a means to make it a pride of your own life, God will have 

it judged upon us. 

What we do with our pride and what we do to comfort and care and keep safe our pride instead 

of surrendering ourselves before almighty God is like talking bad about your friend.   

PRIDE CAN BE OVERCOME BY GRACE 

Habakkuk 2:14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the 

waters cover the sea.  

I said earlier that we can look upon it as God putting judgment onto the world by the knowledge 

of Him, yes that is true but we have to bear in mind that Jesus came that He shall bear witness to 

the truth, the truth that will set us free.  This person, the work of God in his fullness, the 

preeminent of it all had actually walked on this earth.  Traditionally, this Sunday, years and years 

ago we welcomed him with our clothes on the floor and palm branches in the air, a week later we 

killed him.  This is the one that will therefore usher in the grace because it therefore becomes no 

longer judged by that wrongdoing but by who we depend on.  Jesus said this 

Now this is eternal life: that they may know You, the one true God, and Jesus the Messiah, 

whom You have sent. John 17:3 

Jesus was using the words specifically from this Book of Habakkuk.  Jesus has come to save 

each and every one of us.   

The cup from the Lord’s right hand is coming around to you, and disgrace will cover your glory. 

Habakkuk 2:16 

This cup of poison is a cup of judgment.  Jesus actually referred to is in the garden of 

gethsemane.  He says this 
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“Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” Luke 

22:42 

This cup that was for us to drink, this cup that was meant to be judged upon us, this cup that was 

meant to make our misery even worse because not only have we distanced ourselves from the 

purpose in life, we distanced ourselves from God, Jesus then said but let not my will be done but 

yours and he took that cup of poison for us.  So when we read this verse actually we can also 

look at it as God speaking directly to Jesus, the cup of the Lord’s right hand is coming to you and 

disgrace will cover your glory. 

If we are willing to accept the knowledge of God work, the work that how Jesus can save us by 

asking us to depend on him, to acknowledge that he is the one that had held our sins, the one that 

held our judgment we then can come to that last part of verse where it says,  

The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him. Habakkuk 2:20 

One day we will go to God and be silent before him, but we have a choice.  We either cling on to 

the temples that we have tried to build our own or we can cling on to the temple which Jesus has 

raised again. 

19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” 20 They 

replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three 

days?” 21 But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, 

his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the scripture and the words that Jesus 

had spoken. John 2:19-22 

When Jesus first appeared to his disciple in the renewed body, in the renewed temple they stood 

silent before him.  Now Jesus is knocking at the door of your hearts will you open and welcome 

him, be silent before him and surrender your pride towards him. 

The more we realize how glorious God is and not let pride make opaque or make us blind of how 

great God is and the more we realize how deep of a pit we have dug our own sins with and we 

have to be in that pit ourselves and we do not let pride to say it is not that bad then your 

dependence on the cross of Jesus Christ grows bigger and bigger and he is big enough for all of 

us today. 


