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Previously people cherish scripture by memorizing.  It is something that Jews use to do in the Old Testament.
Scripture has power and sometimes in an age where we have so many things we forget that power.  In the early days the way the church was run, if someone came in to the church with a letter, the church will be so happy and they will spend the whole morning reading that letter and we will find it in Old Testament with Joshua and everyone else, they will memorize scripture.  What do we think when we look at the apostles, when they write they can quote the Old Testament because scripture is ingrain in them and that is the Word of God and the Word of God has power.  Today we are going to look at the power of words.
The book Pilgrim’s Progress was written in the 16thcentury and it is about two people called Christian and Christina who make a journey to a place called the celestial city.  It is an allegorical story by John Bunyan.  The main character is called faithful, along the way he meets talkative.  Talkative gives an impression that he is a great Christian, he knows a lot about God and Christ, he goes to the church regularly but his neighbors tell that at home he is a completely different person and his language changes drastically.
Words have power and people who have the gift of the gap have very long reach of influence and today very interestingly James goes specifically into this topic.  Communication can be verbal or nonverbal.  Today scripture is leading us to something very important, it is about the words you and I say and words have power. 
We can break it down to:
· Words of a teacher (1-2).
· Words and its power in sin (3-8).
· Words and double mindedness (9-12).

Words of a Teacher:
1 Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness.

He uses the word we here.  What is quite interesting here is that he does not define a teacher.  Paul in the Book of Corinthians,
But is obviously those who have the gift of teaching
Now when he opens up and says, not many of you should presume.  It obviously means that there is a demand for teachers.  People want to be teachers and I think he is doing at that time when you have Rabbis, we have the Jewish culture and James is very entrench in Hellenistic Jew culture, the Rabbi had respect.  From there James gives a general remark, he says
2 For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body.
He ties the mouth; if we can control your mouth we can control the rest of your body that is his treaties for the text.  If we break it down, the word of a teacher influence our faith and that is what he says very clearly here.  Those who are teachers will be judged more strictly.  Just one teacher can influence a multitude.  The biblical studies that we get are from our teachers.  Nowadays, different churches have different themes in which they are leading people.  So how can we know that we are getting the right teaching?  People that preach and teach will be judged.  Scripture tells us in the book of Acts, when Paul leaves Ephesus the first thing Paul tells to elders is wolves will tear you apart and the evidence is this.
This chapter comes on the hills of chapter 2 and chapter 2 talks about our faith and our deed.  Chapter three talks about works and words.  Works and words are tied together.  So the first thing is words of a teacher influence our faith but secondly it influences our works.
James 2:
14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him?
So there are few things here, what we say, what we do and what we belief, they are all tied together.  In the heaven we will be judged by how we have lived our life.
What James is obviously saying is that, you better walk the talk if you are teacher.  It is not how smart you are, it is not how clever, how much you can memorize scripture, it is not how talented you are, come up here and talk, it is not how good your communication skills are, it is your life and they are two prequalification that Jesus gives us.  The first is the control our humility and again James picks that up and he mentions that in verse 13, ‘deeds done in humility that come from wisdom’ and Jesus says they are teachers of the law they love the place of honor and the banquets and the most important seats in the synagogue.  The first point is that the any teacher in any church especially if you are a big church has the temptation of respect.  Like we said, one man can influence a lot of people, so when you standup, whoever it is the temptation of respect and self-glory; your ego is going to get a boost.  And the way to break that out Jesus gives the medicine.
Further down he says, 
No are you to be called teacher.  He says there is only one teacher, the Christ.  The way to get past this is to point to Christ.  Do not point to yourself because anyone who stands up here who got a gift of the gap or some stage presence, some people will point to them, so Jesus said point to God and point to the gospel.  There were statistics done two years ago on pastor’s salary and size of a church.  They are mutually connected.  The bigger the church is, the higher the pay check.  So the temptation is to grow the church.  So James warns us about humility, our good life, we have to be very careful on this.
3 key points – 
· The subtlety of sinning with words 	(v3 – 5a)
· The potency of sinning with words 	(v5b – 8) 
· The origin of sinning with words 	(v6b)
James pick this up way back in chapter 1 he says, 
James 1:26
If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless. 
Discipline begins with controlling your own words. 
Some Christians they live a very moral life and they act like they are very moral and they are very quiet but whenever they open their mouth, the few times they do it the words are so biting.  What James is saying is very simple.  You cannot control your mouth; you cannot control the rest of your body. No matter how you appear to be godly, because it will break.  Why, because the mouth is connected to the heart and at one point, no matter how guarded you are, your mouth will say what the heart is saying and then we will see it.  For example, you could be very-very righteousness, very moral and every time everything you come up with those negative, also criticizing.  It obviously means that your heart has bitterness and you have not dealt with that.  So James is very right.  The indicator is the mouth, what comes out from within comes from the mouth and Jesus says that.  What you say reflects your heart, so that is the danger of this year.  
The subtleness of sinning with words
· One teacher can influence a multitude of people.
· One word can bring in a multitude of sins.
That is why James says
5 Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body but it makes great boasts.
James gives two examples, one in verse 3 and one in verse 4.  Verse 3 is about horse.  Meaning the horse is big but a bit which is like a bridle put into the mouth, a small little thing can control a big horse.  He gives even more powerful illustration.  The second one is a ship, it is controlled by a rudder that is so tiny and yet can direct a ship.  The point is that you have a huge object being controlled by a small object.  All of us know that we all got problem with our tongue, some of us got verbal diarrhea, some of us got biting words, some of us like to make crude jokes, but I think we don’t take it seriously enough.  We see the sins of a tongue is something that is normal for us, everybody does it, so James here is telling us that the small object controls a big object.
In World War II there was as ship called the Bismarck, it is a Nazi warship.  It was so powerful that Hitler said it was unsinkable and very famous he fought against Britain’s largest warship called the Hood and sank it, 1300 people died in it.  This ship was impregnable, very-very powerful, nobody can fight it.  But at one point the Bismarck was sunk.  How did it sink?  The British realized one thing, you cannot fight this ship hit on and so they used torpedo ships and the torpedo ships were aiming for the rudder.  Once they destroyed the rudder the ship cannot move, the ship went around the circles and they kept on whacking the ship and finally the ship sank.  The very famous saying, “loose lips might sink ships” came from this.
So what you say can sink the ship.  Don’t under estimate the extent of the damage you can do with your tongue or something you send by a message.
Where is the most subtle area where we have to control our tongue?  It is our home.
When Winston Churchill graduated from military school his father, Lord Randolph Churchill, send him this letter.  It is in his autobiography.
“Do not think I am going to take the trouble of writing to after you long letters after every failure you commit and undergo… I no longer attach the slightest weight to anything you may say about your own achievements and exploits….If you cannot prevent yourself from leading the idle useless unprofitable life you have had during your school days & later months, you will become a mere social wastrel, one of the hundreds of the public school failures, and you will degenerate into a shabby unhappy & futile existence. If that is so you have to bear all the blame for such misfortunes yourself.” 
The father was unhappy he did not make it to the top orders.  Winston Churchill never forgot this.  The most unkind part of the letter was that the father wrote, mom loves you.  
When you go back and what you say to your kids, think again.  Yes there is a place to be hard, there is a place to be soft, but little things like this, children will remember and they will keep to their heart and years later it will come out.  

The subtlety of the tongue 
There are sins of the words in the bible.  This is directly to the tongue.
· Lies – Proverbs 6:17, 25:18, John 8:44
· Insincere flattery – Psalm 5:9
· Arrogant boasting – Psalm 12:3-4
· Hasty and not careful words– Ecclesiastes :2-3
· Talking without listening – Proverbs 18:13
· Backbiting – Proverbs 6:19
· Telling tales – Leviticus 19:16, Proverbs 18:8 
· Cursing – Romans 3: 13-14
· Fault finding  - Titus 2:8
· Reckless words - Proverbs 2:18
We all have a default mode and on top of that we must understand that we all have different sensitivities.  Our words to one person if not harmful to him can be harmful to others.  The problem with Christians is that they are fake.
Matt 12:36  
And I tell you this, you must give an account on judgment day of every idle word you speak.

The potency of sinning with words
James 3:
6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.
If a person is always in bitter words he becomes bitter.  If a person who is always critical he becomes critical, you become what you say.  If we are always making crude jokes, we become crude.  It corrupts the whole body, set the whole course of life on fire and self-set on fire by hell.
Because we cannot say it, the sin of the tongue covers every other sin, so we have to hide it.  When we cannot admit to give it, you start to become duplicative.  It means our mind become split then afterwards you become a hypocrite, because it sets the course of our life.  The sins of the tongue would direct our lives like a rudder.
So we have to very careful of the things we say at home, at work.  Today we see people who have the power, when they speak about anything it impacts a lot of people and the impact goes on.  The words we speak means a lot as they go around.  The way James does the language, he is talking about the body, and the tongue is attached to the body.  He will go later on to chapter 4 and he will now talk about the body as the church.  Why do churches split, people talk.
The source of sinning with words:
6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.
He is saying every word behind it is devil.  How did the devil caused sin to enter the world? He went to Eve and whispered to Eve.  So when you get up there you see certain things that are under the chain reaction.  We have to be very careful.
If devil is behind man’s word how then do you counter the words of the devil?
Words and double mindedness v9 - 12
With our tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God’s likeness. Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be. Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring? My brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water.
James here is talking about incompatibility.  It is same like the talkative character in the story, a saint abroad and a devil at home.  The most obvious is us.  What you say after you leave this.
The issue now is about the mind.  We all know we should be polite and kind and tell the truth.  The problem is we do not how to do it.
The ways to do it:
1) Fix your heart, then only fix your words.
If we cannot fix our hearts, we cannot fix your words.  There is a connection there, because double mindedness means we are split in thinking.  
2) Live out grace. Speak out grace.
There is works, there are words then only we go into the actual discipline of the mouth.
3) Practice wisdom with our words.
4) Speak life.   
The first two are our foundation.  If we take the first two out this becomes a moral class.
Jesus says, 
But the things that come out of the mouth come from the heart…..Matt 15v 14
No matter how our PR is, it will come out when you are vulnerable and James says that too.
What cause fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires within you? James 4v1 
It is like that we have a faith, it goes into a thought, it comes out in an emotion then our behavior affects your relationship.  The things that ties all of it is the words.
Why must we fix our heart?
Because the heart is self-centered.  We are really very quick to realize how people have offended us but very slow to realize how we offend other people.  The first thing that God is telling us that our hearts must be broken.  If your heart is not broken and you do not realize you are a sinner, we are not going to get out of this.  Later on Jesus talks out of the heart comes all of these sinful things so the heart must be broken and that is why teaching starts from that we are all sinners.
Because we are all made differently, the next thing is we have to use grace.  Paul says 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast. Ephesians 2:8-9 
Here we can see that it is the sin of the tongue.  That means that if you have no grace your tongue will sin.  Why is that so because the fact is you and I can never resolve anything, in the end we need that grace.  We all need that grace and for a lot of us we are all human and we offend each other.  Grace tells us that we have a language of affirmation.
If we do not live by grace, we do not speak grace.  Our default mode is complaining because the heart is not dwelling up with gratitude, not dwelling up with unity.  A majority of the words that come out of us are always critical; our heart needs to be fixed.  Out of that then we practice wisdom.
Col 3:16
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.
We have to pray to get in control of our tongue.  Bad words go a long way, so as the good words too.  Every day we have opportunities to create or destroy the world around us.  When people see us they need to see two things; they need to see our lives and they need to see what we say.  We have to speak life because words kill that is what James is saying.
Proverbs 18:21
Death and life are in the power of the tongue….
James 3:6
The tongue also is a fire……It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.  
We can kill people with our tongue and because of that Jesus says the opposite,
John 6:63
The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life. 
If the devil is using the words to destroy, we then use the words of God to claim life.  It is written in the psalms, 
Psalm 40:3
He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God.  Many will see and fear and put their trust in God
When we speak that out then
Isaiah 55:11 says
[bookmark: _GoBack]The word of God will not come back void, many will see and hear and put their trust in God. 
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