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William the Conqueror was the first French king who conquered England and at one time he became so fat that he kept on falling from his horse and he wanted to change that so he wanted to go on a diet.  So what he did is, he locked himself in a room and consumed alcohol for two weeks.  He thought he could by just consuming alcohol lose that weight.  Of course, it did not work and eventually he died falling from his horse.
Elvis Presley, the king of rock and roll, had a very interesting diet idea.  He thought what he would do, he would take a bunch of sleeping pills and just sedate himself for about a week or two and then he will wake up a thinner Elvis Presley, but it did not work because every time in between he will wake up and eat his friend banana sandwiches, so it did not work out for him.
Nowadays there are so many diets available and people are trying different things, but the only thing that we all know ultimately works right, is you have to burn more calories than you consume.  Depending on how many calories we eat, we have to burn more calories and then we will lose weight.  Now if I have that knowledge, I understand that, but I think our body will not transform until I take that into action.  I am going to die a fat man, if I do not change my diet, if I take that knowledge and apply it.  Just having the knowledge is not good enough.  We all know because at the moment it seems that my desire to eat junk food and to eat snacks is greater than my desire to be thin.  It is greater than my desire to be healthy that is the truth.  Many of us had a lifestyle like this until something happened, until we had a change of heart, until we had that diabetes or cancer or heart attack and suddenly because of that change in our heart we change our lifestyle.  Because that is the only thing that really works.  A complete change of lifestyle is going to maintain our good health and our good weight.  Because something happened in our life, a change of heart happened and we start to live that healthy lifestyle of eating well, of exercising because suddenly now our health and our life has become more important to us than eating the bad food and not exercising and being lazy.
That is exactly what James is trying to tell us today in this passage.   If we have true faith, it will be evident in our lifestyle.  If we start living a healthy lifestyle that is evident of what is important to you in your life, your health.  James says the same thing, depending on how you live your life; it shows what faith you have. 


James in this passage talks about three different characters.  We will learn 
· 3 Truths looking at a foolish Person						(vv14-20)
· 2 Truths looking at a faithful Patriarch    					(vv21-24)
· 1 Truth looking at famous  Prostitute 					(vv25-26)

FOOLISH PERSON:
There are three things we will learn about faith from this foolish person.
1. Faith in our heats is evident in the fruit of our lives				(2:14)
2. People who fail to help poverty stricken fellow believers are not saved	(2:15-17)
3. You can’t separate works from faith 						(2:18-20)
1. Faith in our heats is evident in the fruit of our lives 				(2:14)
14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him?
Here the key word is ‘that’.  James does not say, ‘can faith save him’.  James does not disagree with the fact that faith saves.  He is not talking that faith is irrelevant to saving.  He is talking about the quality of faith that saves.  He is making a quality question here.  Jesus also made a quality question when it comes to our faith and how we live our lives.
Matt 7:16-20
16 You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles?
17 So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit.
18 A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit.
19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
20 Thus you will recognize them by their fruits. 
Our fruit tells us about our faith.  Even Paul says, once you receive the Holy Spirit you have something called spiritual fruit; you have goodness, kindness and mercy.  So if we take goodness, kindness and mercy and activate them into our lifestyle, they will end up being good works.  So Paul is also agreeing with this.  If we want to see what kind of tree it is, we look at the fruit of the tree.  Our fruit in life determines the quality of our faith.
2. People who fail to help poverty stricken fellow believers are not saved 		(2:15-17)
15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food,
16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that?
17 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.
James is not saying that Acts of mercy are not means to salvation.  
James 1:17-18
17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.
18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 
So here James is saying that we are saved by words of truth.
21 Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.
The implanted word saves our souls.  So he is not making a claim that we are saved by works.  He also believes that we are saved by faith.  Again it is just what kind of faith.
James 2:5
5 Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him?
So we love God and God chose the people that come to faith and ultimately God gives the faith and it is the word that helps us to change.  It does not say it is our works, he still believes it is your faith.  So James is not saying that acts of mercy are means to salvation, what he is saying is something different.  He is saying Acts of mercy are necessary evidence of salvation.  Why is he saying this?
Matthew 25: 31-34
31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne.
32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 
33 And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left.
34 Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.
Again there is language of grace and mercy and the father being the one who does it and the he says this.  Jesus says, 
35 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,
36 I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’
37 Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?
38 And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you?
39 And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’
40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’
What Matthew is saying here is this,
Ministering to the poor = Ministering to Christ Himself
If someone who claims that Jesus is his lord, somebody who worships Jesus can walk past Jesus and not give him drink when he is thirsty and not give him food when he is hungry, not cloth him when he is naked.  Somebody who proclaims to love Jesus cannot walk past Jesus and not act.
Charles Spurgeon said it very well, “The saints fed the hungry and clothed the naked because it gave them much pleasure to do so. They did it because they could not help doing it, their new nature impelled them to it. They did it because it was their delight to do good, and was as much their element as water for a fish or the air for a bird. They did good for Christ’s sake, because it was the sweetest thing in the world to do anything for Jesus.”
It is sweetest thing in the world to do anything for Jesus.  So when we see any person in need, it will be the sweetest to do something for them because Christ says this is me.
3. You can’t separate works from faith 				(2:18-20)
18 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder!
20 Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless?
In the evangelical world we pride ourselves with having good doctrine because we understand everything, because we are so intelligent, because we know everything, we must be saved.  James says to this, if you know about God, it is not a big thing as even demons have that knowledge.  Demons know who Jesus is, demons know that He is the only one who can save, and demons know that He is the son of God.
Mark 1:23-24
23 Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an impure spirit cried out, 
24 “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!”
Mark 1:33-34
33 The whole town gathered at the door,
34 and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they knew who he was.
Mark 5:6-7
6 When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of him.
7 He shouted at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? In God’s name don’t torture me!”
Demons know that Jesus is the son of God, they have got good doctrine.  Demons even have an emotional response.  They fall on their knees, they cry out “Jesus help me”.  So many of us think that just because we understand the doctrine, just because we understand how salvation works, because we know that how Jesus saves, because may be we had a tear fall down our cheek, we had an emotional response, we came forward and we prayed a prayer and we believe that we are saved.  
James is saying that, faith is not merely intellectual.  It is not that we can think ourselves into salvation.  Salvation is not a theological ascend, it is not having all the knowledge and suddenly taking away all the doubt.  Faith is not the absence of doubt, faith is trusting and living out the way we should live our lives in spite of doubt. 
Faith is not simply an emotional response.  Faith involves willful obedience or else it is useless.  Faith is a lifestyle, faith is how we act and how we live that shows our truth. 
C. Leslie Mitton says, “It is a good thing to possess an accurate theology, but it is unsatisfactory unless that good theology also possesses us.”
So unlike the demon we must be possessed by good theology.  
FAITHFUL PATRIARCH
There are 2 truths of Righteousness & Works (2:21-24) that we can learn from this.  
21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar?
22 You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works;
23 and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God.
24 You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 
What he is saying is there are two different things that happened to Abraham and when we read the Bible we see the word righteousness happened a lot of time and the bible has two forms of righteousness.
1. Positional Righteousness – How we stand before God
2. Practical Righteousness – How we live before God 
Paul a lot of time in his letters was referring to Positional Righteousness.  James in his letter is focusing on Practical Righteousness and I say that your positional righteousness will determine your practical righteousness. 
It happens that our relationships fade in emotions in the long run.  To recover our relations we spend time with them, we rekindle that first love that we have, we think about good times that we have together, we think about the love that we have for each other, we think of the things that we have done for each other and slowly we put ourselves back into the standing in that position and relationship where we feel the love for each other and then when we have the love again we will again starting loving and caring for each other.  Duty and acts do not produce love.  Love produces acts and duty.
Genesis 15:1-6
1 After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.”
2 But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?”
3 And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.”
4 And behold, the word of the Lord came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.”
5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”
6 And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness. 
That is the part that James was referring to as the Positional Righteousness.  It was reckoned to him.  It was put on him.  God looks at him as righteous, he made him positionally righteous.  Then in the second reference that James is talking about here, this was right before Abraham was about to sacrifice his son, Isaac on the altar and he said this
11 But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.”
12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”
That is Practical Righteousness.  This practical righteousness the fact that he was willing to sacrifice his son for God proved his positional righteousness.  After many years of God working in his life Abraham changed and changed and finally became that man who had that kind of faith.  We are saved through faith, positional righteousness, but that quality of faith is a saving faith that works that is practical righteousness.  
Saving faith produces radical confidence in God that results in Radical Obedience that results in the ability to follow God Sacrificially.
Real/true faith sacrifices.  It is willing to do sacrifices.

FAMOUS PROSTITUTE
She is famous because she is mentioned in the genealogy of Jesus.  If we look at Matthew 1:5, 
5 and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 
6 and Jesse the father of David the king.
The one truth that we can learn from Rahab is that Grace Is Scandalous
Why grace is scandalous?
James first talked about Abraham, the patriarch of the Jews and now he talks about Rahab, a prostitute in the middle of a gentile nation.
He first talked Abraham the friend of God and now he is talking about Rahab Living in the middle of the enemies of God.  Abraham a great leader, Rahab a common citizen.  Abraham at the top of the social order, Rahab at the bottom of the social order.  So he is saying that God can use any kind of person.  It is scandalous that God will pour out his grace on somebody like Rahab and use that prostitute.  It is scandalous that God will use an ex-drug addict to stand in front of a congregation and preach today.  What James is trying to say, God can use anybody, whether you are an Abraham kind of person or whether you are a Rahab kind of person and everything in between of course.  Whether if somebody was born in a family which is a Christian and you have done everything good or whether somebody who just recently had a terrible lifestyle and now have made a decision for God, it does not matter who you were, it matters how your faith looks like today.  Regardless of who you are, if you are in faith in Christ, your faith will look the same.  It is going to be a faith that acts.  It does not matter how much knowledge we have, it matters how our life looks like now.
25 And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way?
26 For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead
So in the same way as Abraham he used Rahab, in the same way Abraham acted Rahab acted.
Let’s look at the story in the Book of Joshua.  What happened was Joshua sent out two spies into Jericho to scout out the town and they were trying to hide, everybody was looking for them, so they went into the tavern and Rahab came and tried to help them and save them.
8 Before the men lay down, she came up to them on the roof
9 and said to the men, “I know that the Lord has given you the land, and that the fear of you has fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land melt away before you.
10 For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you devoted to destruction.
11 And as soon as we heard it, our hearts melted, and there was no spirit left in any man because of you, for the Lord your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath.
What was so special about Rahab is that she feared and revered the sovereign God.  And then she was willing to risk it all for the spread of His glory.  She put her life on the line for the spread of God’s glory.  When we fear and revere the sovereign God we receive scandalous grace that enables us to risk it all for His glory.  When was the last time that we were willing to risk something for His glory.  Are we willing to risk a friendship, risk peace in the community, risk our jobs, risk our reputation, what are we willing to risk to spread His glory.
True faith is a faith that risks.  It is a kind of faith that when you see that pearl, you are willing to sell everything that you have just to purchase that pearl.  It is a treasure that when you find it in the ground, you are willing to sell everything you have just to buy that land and own that treasure.  That is true faith.  That is how faith looks like.
If we do not have real faith it will not connect to our maker, it does not have application.  It is just like a fake phone which does not connect back to its maker.
CONCLUSION
1. Real faith is a faith that acts, a faith that sacrifices.  It is a faith that risks.
2. Real faith is not in theological ascend.
3. It is not the absence of doubt.
4. Real faith is not just understanding something.
5. Real faith is not an emotional response.
6. Real faith is a lifestyle.
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