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OUTLINE

The anatomy of sin

1. Falling to Death 
a) The leaning Part : Entertaining Sin
b) The tipping Point : Committing Sin 
c) The Landing Place : Spiritual Death
2. Rising to Life 
a) The leaning Part : acknowledging truth
b) The tipping Point : Receiving Gods gifts
c) The Landing Place : eternal life

Perseverance:

1. Leads to an eternal reward 
2. Proves genuine faith
3. Is Motivated by the love for God

Two basic kind of troubles

1. When Down – Look UP!
2. When Riding High – BOW DOWN!

Trails are when you have placed your heart on something that fades and then when it fades you fade with it.  So when place our heart on things that do not last and then they fade away we fade with them and that is when trails come.
I. 2 kinds of troubles (1:9-11)
II. Perseverance (1:12)
III. The Anatomy of Sin (1:13-18)
The Anatomy of Sin:
Before we understand how sin works we have to understand where the sin and desire comes from.  While James in his text teaches us this,
James 1:13 
“Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one.”
So if not God who gives us temptation or desires, because God is a good God that is what he says in verse 17
[bookmark: _GoBack]James 1:17 
“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.”
So God is a good God, He does not tempt you and there are kind of three things that we can learn about God’s character from the text.  The main thing that we can learn is,
God is perpetually, constantly, consistently good.  He never changes for the worse or for the better.
God is perfect so He does not have to become better.  He does not have an off day, He does not have a bad mood day, He is always good.  There are three things that we can learn from God’s character from verse 17 and 18 and it says 
“17. Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.
That means He gives us good and perfect gifts and He never changes.  So God’s goodness is unchanging.
“18. Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth,
So it is not by our works it is by God’s will.  So God’s goodness is undeserving, it is called grace and grace is unmerited favor poured upon us.
The third thing that we can learn that we should be a kind of first fruits of His creatures.  Now what does that mean when He says that our salvation and we are kind of fruit fruits?  James here means that there is an eternity to come.  If salvation is just a foretaste, just a fruit, then he is saying that means there is an eternity of goodness to follow and that means that God’s goodness is unending.
That is the kind of God that will never tempt you and sin does not come from Him but much rather James tells us,
James 1:14
But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire.
So it’s ourselves who have the desire.  We learned in Genesis about the fall of mankind.  Sinfulness and sinful desire does not come from God, it comes from us.
There is a process that happens for sin.  First 
· 14 But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire.
· 15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, 
· And sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.
It is kind of like leaning into a chair.  So when you are being tempted by various things it is kind of leaning more and then when you spent more time in that temptation or more time around the desire you are leaning in further and further and eventually when we lean far enough we are going to hit the tipping point.  Now everybody’s tipping point is different.  For different situations we might have different tipping points.  Practically, we will look at boy-girl relationships.  The number one question that people want to know is how far is too far?  How far can I go before it is considered sin?  First of all, it is a bad question.  The right question will be, how can I most glorify God with my relationship?  But we know in background mind we still want to know how far is too far.  Now let us put it that way, if you touch your girlfriend’s hand and all you can think about is undressing her that is too far, if you can kiss your girlfriend on cheek on nothing happens and you are okay than that is okay, but if kiss on her cheek and you think you cannot hold yourself back any more than this is your tipping point.  Thinking about lustful things, coming adultery is heart is already sin.  There is a fine line between leaning in and tipping point.  Eventually, when we lean too far, when we tip in we will fall and when sin is fully grown, it brings forth death, the landing place is spiritual death.
Leaning Part - Entertaining Desire and that is when suggestions come in.
Tipping point - Committing Sin that is kind of experimenting and experiencing it
Landing Place - (spiritual) Death and that is where we start giving consent.  
Once we start giving consent to sin that is when we are heading for spiritual death.  Now what we do in return, we counter lean to other things.
16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers.
So if we are not being deceived what you are doing you are acknowledging truth.  Acknowledging is not just noticing of and it is also an active interaction.  When we go to Bible studies and fellowships we are acknowledging truth.  When we read God’s word we are acknowledging truth.  So the counter lean is praying, it is reading God’s word, it is hanging around in Christian community, listening to sermons and eventually when we will counter lean enough we will start receiving every good and perfect gift God has prepared for you.  The number one and perfect gift is the Holy Spirit.  Then our landing place will be eternal life.
We can put it like that way.
Leaning part - Acknowledging truth - Suggestion
Tipping point - Receiving Gods Gifts which is experiencing and once we start experiencing those things like community, brothers and sisters loving, caring and praying for you and you have received Holy Spirit then, 
Landing Place - Eternal life and we get consent from God.
The text talks about perseverance.  It asks us to be steadfast to persevere and we might ask this question, why do I have to persevere, why is God putting this trials and temptations in my life?
God’s foremost goal for us right now is not to make us happy, His foremost goal right now is to make us holy.  
To enjoy heaven we have to be holy as the community above there will be holy.
God is not in the business of Recreation.  He is not here to make us happy.
God is in the business of Restoration.  He is here to make us holy.

As we work on our holiness we get foretaste of what heaven will be like.  So God will give us trials and tribulations to change us into that character of person that he wants us to be.
2 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.
So there are three things that we can learn about perseverance from this text
· Where will perseverance lead?
It will lead to an eternal reward.
· What does it proof?
So if we will stand the test that means we are proven to have genuine faith.  Blessed also means approved by God.  A genuine faith is a faith that perseveres 
· How it is motivated?
It is motivated by the love for God.  Those who love him are able to persevere.  It is our love for God that helps us to persevere, our focus on the eternal reward which is God that helps us to persevere.
So how do we experience that love for God.  We experience this in community, in reading his word and praying and meditating on his word.  Another great way on experiencing God’s love is evangelism.  When we go out and share the good news with people and suddenly when we see those people’s life transformed and changed we will experience the love of God.  

We have two basic kind of troubles:
Two Kinds of Troubles:
1. The trouble of lack.  

James 1:9
Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation.

James was probably writing to a community of Jewish believers, a lot of them who might have exiled from their families because they have become Christians.  So they did not have a social support, they were off low social economic status.  The person should take pride in his exaltation, be comforted by the fact that he has been exalted with Christ, that Christ has died on the cross for him and raised him up. 
Ephesian 2:4-7

4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 
5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 
6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

So when are lonely, when we have lack we are supposed to remember that we have been raised with Christ, He has exalted us to heavenly places that imaginable riches of grace and kindness were reported onto us.  That is the advice which is given to the lonely brother.

2. The trouble of prosperity

James 1:10
and(let ) the rich (boast) in his humiliation, because like a flower of the grass he will pass away.

How can prosperity be a trouble? 

The rich and poor they equally put their heart on fading things.  The Bible does not teach us about bad to be rich or good to be poor.  Trial reveals what fading thing we put our hearts on.  Now if we have plenty and if we have prosperity we will never lack and it will not be revealed to us what fading things we have put our heart on.
John flabel, he is a 16th century writer.  He wrote a book, “How to Keep your Heart in Difficult Spiritual Times” and he made 12 points.
1. Keeping the Heart in the Time of Adversity 
2. Keeping the Heart in the Time of Zion's Troubles 
3. Keeping the Heart in Time of danger and Public Distraction 
4. Keeping the Heart in the Time of Outward Wants 
5. Keeping the Heart in the Time of Duty 
6. Keeping the Heart When We Receive Injuries And Abuses From Men
7. Keeping the Heart When We Meet With Great Trials 
8. Keeping the Heart When the Hour of Temptation Comes
9. Keeping the Heart in the Time of Doubting and Spiritual Darkness
10. Keeping the Heart When Sufferings for Religion are Laid on Us
11. Keeping the Heart When Sickness Warns of Death Approaching 

The number one reason that he wrote, the biggest trial is the trial of prosperity.  He says, “The biggest trial is to have no trial.  The biggest trouble is to have no trouble; the biggest spiritual danger to have is to have no danger.”

St. Bernard 
"To see a man humble in prosperity is one of the greatest rarities in the world.” 

Take pride or take comfort in your humiliation.  What does it mean?

The text states 
11 For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits.

What he is trying to say here is whatever we have acquired, they are futile we will lose them anyways.  So if we are having trouble to let go of our riches and place our hearts on God rather than our finance be comforted by the fact that you are going to lose it anyways.  There is no point holding on to it.  There is no point placing great importance on it because we are going to lose it anyways; nobody takes their money with them in heaven.  Eventually we will all lose it and that is what James is trying to tell us, take comfort in the fact that you will lose it anyways.

Prosperity can be a great trial and the only way that we can overcome this trial is by realizing that whatever we have is futile, is not going to last.

A prosperous man came to Jesus and told Him that he followed the commandments, but when Jesus asked him to give up your wealth, he could not do it.  He was unable to focus on what is truly important and that is the love of Christ and the love of God.  Zacchaeus had lot of riches, when Jesus came he saw Jesus spoke to him and Jesus went to his house and visited him and suddenly as he acknowledged Jesus and His truth, he suddenly received eternal life and he gave up all his wealth, he was able to do it.  He did not have to hold on it anymore because he realized what was truly important.

What is wealth if you do not have health? What is health if you do not have love? What is love if it is just temporary?

The most important thing in our lives is to have a relationship with God so that we can have eternal life, a love that lasts.

St. Bernard says, “The greatest misery in life is false joys.”
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