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James was a physical descendant of both Joseph and Mary and we can learn some more about James as we see how he describes himself.
1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
Now it is interesting we see no arrogance on the part of James.  Now James could have said, “Hey, I am the brother of Jesus that one that is writing to you knows more about Jesus than anybody else as I grew up with him, we played together, we worked together in Joseph Carpenter Shop.”  Yet he says, I am the servant of the Jesus recognizing that even though they had the same mother there is a huge difference, Jesus is divine, James is mere mortal, he is a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ.  James could have also said, “I am the pastor of the first church in Jerusalem, you should all listen to me”.  But James does not push his credentials, he is a servant and we can see something about this theology, you cannot separate God and Jesus.  He is a servant of God and the Lord Jesus Christ.  You cannot serve God without serving Jesus or vice versa.  Jesus himself has taught you cannot serve two masters, therefore God and the Lord Jesus Christ are not two separate masters but as Jesus said, “I and the father are one”.  It is a matter of fact in the original language in the Greek the phrase that is usually translated a servant of God and the Lord Jesus Christ could from a grammatical point of view also be translated ‘a servant of Jesus Christ who is God and Lord’.  So in the opening statement James is proclaiming that Jesus is Lord and he is Christ or Messiah.  Now earlier James has rejected this.  We see in the gospels that some of Jesus’s family was trying to pull him out of the public.  They thought he has gone crazy, but after the crucifixion and the resurrection Jesus made a personal appearance to James, we see that in 1-Corinthians chapter 15 and after that James’s life was transformed.  He had seen the Risen Lord and so now he is a servant of the Risen Lord, Lord being the Greek equivalent for the Old Testament word that is usually used for God and the word Christ, the Hebrew word Messiah, the promised, the one who God would send to bring salvation, the anointed king, the one who would rule over the kingdom of God for forever.  So this is who James is.
Now the target group to whom he was writing was, what he says, the 12 tribes in the dispersion.  There are different opinions on what this might mean but the symbolism, the wording goes back to the Old Testament.  The people of God in the Old Testament were frequently described as the 12 tribes but they had been dispersed.  Over 700 years before the birth of Christ, the Northern Kingdom (northern 10 tribes) have been conquered by Assyria, carried often to captivity, lot of them are simulated and some of them were no more identifiable as tribes of Israel.  The Southern Kingdom (the southern two tribes) was carried often to exile almost 600 years before the birth of Christ, so they have been dispersed.  So when James is talking about the 12 tribes in dispersion he is probably referring to all the people of God.  Peter uses similar vocabulary when he is talking about the Christians, tribes of the dispersion, talking about the people of God.  Similar to what Paul said in Romans and also in Galatians where he is emphasizing that true descendants of Abraham are not the biological descendants, they are people like Abraham (people of faith in Jesus), they are the true Israel, they are the true children of Abraham.  So, probably when James is writing this to the 12 tribes in the dispersion he is writing to all Christians dispersed whoever they might be even those in Jerusalem being dispersed away from their heavenly home, pilgrims here on earth.  Whatever he exactly met in that is debateable but we do know that the message that James gives is applicable to all Christians back there and it also applies to all of us today.  If you want to learn how to be brief in greetings, look at James greeting, just one word greeting.  Then he immediately jumps into the text.
2.  Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds,
I do not know where James picked up his writing style, I do not know where he was trained in the art of public speaking but if you want to get your reader’s attention, this will get their attention.  James’s greeting seems very abrupt in English.  There is a connection in the original language that is interesting to see because the word order is different in the Greek.  It says, 
“1. Greetings! …(chairein)
2. All Joy…” (charan)
And the word greetings and the word Joy in the original language are very similar in spelling, also similar in pronunciation.  So there is this word plague.  Then he goes ahead and starts talking very difficult topic.  As a matter of fact the difficult topic he is talking about is the difficulties that we face and he tells us how we can deal with the difficulties in life.
The first thing is we should accept the fact that trials will come!
Notice the text it does not say “if you happen to have the misfortune, if something might happen to you”, No.  It says WHEN trials come.  Christians are not immune from suffering, the also face the same types of trials that other people face; sickness, death, possibility of tragic accidents, relationship problems within the family or at work, even at church, financial difficulties, pressure at the job, losing the job.  Some people in their evangelistic fervor, they tell people that if they come to Christ all of their problems will be solved.  Now it not happens all the time.  By coming to Christ our biggest problem is solved of separation with God because of sin, but that does not mean all of the other problems will go away.  Some within the Christian community especially in the prosperity gospel they try to preach, “If you have enough faith then all of your problems will be solved and if you are having problems that shows you do not have enough faith.”
Johan Tetzel (1465-1519) back in Martin Luther’s days have a little thing, "As soon as a coin in the coffer rings, the soul from purgatory springs" and they give that kind of an idea.
1 Peter 4:12 tells us “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you.
The reality is that we often feel surprised when trials come to us.  But the trials do come.  Not only are we susceptible to the same problem that all other people are susceptible to, sometime we get suffering because of our Christian commitment and that is what 1 Peter 4:12 says.  If you are true to Christ, if you obey the commands of Christ, if you follow him sometimes there is going to be persecution so no need to be surprised.
James says trials will come, don’t try to gloss over the reality of these real life difficulties and don’t try to gloss over the very real suffering and pain that comes with the trails.  When trails comes look at things from a spiritual perspective, look at your situation through the eyes of faith.  
2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 
3  for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 
4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
When we read this we can see that, this indeed is a different way to look at trials because the first thing we notice is when he talks about count it all joy in these difficult situations.  What does count it all joy means?
Count it joy does not mean:
1. That suffering is fine.
2. More suffering to be more spiritual.
Why do we undergo trials?
Genesis 2 and 3 tells us that sin ended up breaking the relationship between people and God, sin broke the relationship between people and sin even ruined into the relationship with the earth, so they are suffering because of brokenness from God, suffering because of being at odds with other people, suffering because we are destroying the earth but yet it is not a proportional tit for tat.  Our sufferings are not a direct result of your sin.  There is no general rule for the people that suffer more.  The Bible does not teach the idea of Karma.  Now in some of the eastern religions, Buddhism and Hinduism there is a view that what you have done in the past you are going to pay for it in the future.  The Bible does not talk about why do we suffer.
Another thing the text does not say is that everything you experience is directly caused by God.  Now the Bible does talk about the fact that God is a sovereign God, the Bible says that we can trust in the providence of God.  God gave mankind freewill and when they go against God’s will they sin.  God has not made any mistakes, some of the mistakes we make are sinful willful rebellion against God, and our own decisions do not mean that God is causing us to act this way.
We often time suffer tremendous pain because of mistakes we make or we also suffer tremendous pain because of mistakes of other people.  So God allows things to happen but it is not God who did it.  God gives people freedom to learn responsibility, but sometimes we use to go against what would be His will.
We do not have to look at trials and temptations the same way that other people do.  Our joy is not dependent upon circumstances.  When everything is going great it is easy to be joyful, but the scripture here shows us that we can have joy even in difficult times.
Paul says in Book of Philippians
4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 
1 Thessalonians
5:16 Rejoice always! 
We can rejoice because we know God is with us, our sins are forgiven, got reconciliation, can live in peace and harmony with our maker.
Even in difficult times we can rejoice because we know that in these difficult times God is working to bring about growth, He is working to bring about something good in our life.  
Paul said in Romans
8:28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose.
All things include even the bad things, even when we are reaping consequences for our sin, in all things God will work with us to bring about good from that situation.  God will develop our character; He will give strength endurance steadfastness.  He will cause us to grow.
Testing of our faith is going to produce steadfastness.  We see God working in difficult times.
So we see that in dealing with the difficulties of life James says.  First of all, accept the fact that troubles will come and when they do come look at them from a different perspective.
2. See them through the ‘eyes of faith’
[bookmark: _GoBack]   a.  Count it all joy because we know that the testing of faith brings growth
   b.  Count it all joy because we can be assured that God is working
   c.  Be steadfast because we realize that growth or maturity takes time

We are to be steadfast as the scripture says because we are not going to be overnight matured.  Let’s steadfastness have its full effect.  We get resilience but only after we have been tested and tried many times.  
The idea here is tenaciously holding onto God knowing that he is also holding onto us.  Is the constancy the persistence.  Job never gave up even after losing everything.
d. Keep your eyes on the ‘goal’
Seeing through the eyes of faith also will include that we keep our eyes on the goal.
The goal as we look at these difficulties we see with spiritual eyes that God is going to be using these to bring this to maturity, will be grown in Christ likeness, we will be conformed to the image of Christ.
When looking through the eyes of faith, when we keep our eye on the goal we know that God is going to do something good, the trials do bring pain but the results are desirable.  
Hebrews
12:2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.
Jesus’s eyes were on the goal that He will achieve.
3.  Pray for wisdom.
James
1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given to him. 
The concept of wisdom that James has grown up with as a Jew was that wisdom comes from God’s word, studying the Old Testament scriptures there is wisdom.  By reading the scripture we can understand God’s will and understand His purpose, but sometimes we do not know how we apply that particular scripture to our live.  We have to pray to get the wisdom from God to get spiritual maturity.  This wisdom helps us in tragic and difficult situations, where God’s word will lead us.


4.  Trust God whole – heartedly.
6  But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. 
7  For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 
8  he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
It is like seeking help in trials and tribulations from other sources rather than God, which lead us into temptations.  When we deal with difficulties in life God will answer our prayers, give us wisdom when there is a wholehearted devotion to Him, meaning that when He does speak to us, we are not only willing to listen but willing to obey.  
Trials and temptations come. What is our response?
1. Horror, dread or fear?
2. With anger or bitterness.
3. Become easily disillusion, defeated.
Or respond like James is saying
1. With confidence and faith knowing that God is at work.
2. See our troubles through a different perspective; look through the eyes of faith.
3. God will bring growth through our testings.
4. God is working to bring about good.
5. Being steadfast knowing that growth takes time.
6. Keep our eyes on the goal of spiritual maturity.
7. When we do not know what to do we pray and ask God for wisdom.
8. Trusting God whole heartedly.
We know we can depend on Jesus as he told, “In the world you will have tribulation but take heart I have overcome the world”.
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