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AS a conservative isiamic country
lthe government or Qatar pronibited
[(Ne buliding o1 cnurchnes or tempies.
ATter making some inquiries, we
Nere toid that there was a cnurcn
ruaaﬂn:) naviina arouna a
neignnornoogq, but there was no
gadress.

Qatar has relied heavily on foreign workers since the very

beginning of the country’s development. In the
mid-1990s, a few expatriate families gathered weekly in a
home for a small Bible study group. As the number of
expatriates grew, so did the small bible study group,
eventually forming the church we know and love. Grace
Fellowship was later registered as a non-profit
organization in the USA, but the leadership could not

register the church with the Qatar government even with
the support of the US Embassy. As a result, the church
was unable to “do business” in Qatar, such as opening a
local bank account or sponsoring a full-time pastor.

could. Such opportunities influenced our children’s
independent decisions to continue serving their local
church communities in university and into adulthood,
which Clementine and | are grateful for.
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Even though we lived in a country that was not ours and
was away from our own families in Malaysia, we never felt
isolated or lonely. Often, people asked, “How are you and
your family able to stay in Qatar for so long?”

The answer is simple: God gave us a
big international church family at
Grace Fellowship that helps,
supports, and encourages one
another, spiritually and in everyday
life. God sustained us with His grace.

Living in Qatar also gave us new insights into the Arabic
cultures that we could never experience through
watching documentaries or reading books. The Arabs are
very proud of their race and generally strong-willed. They
still maintain their tribal mindset, but they are very
hospitable to strangers. Many of them are very open to
talking about religion. Several of them tried to convert me
to Islam, and those occasions also opened the door for
me to share my Christian faith with them.

Before we left Qatar to come back to Malaysia in August
2020, a brother asked me an unexpected question, “Do
you have any regrets?” His question caused me to
ponder. | took my family to Qatar not knowing what to
expect. God blessed us above and beyond what we had
asked for. We sought the Lord and He brought us to Grace
Fellowship. He brought many Christians from all over the
world into our lives, and they helped my family and me
grow in our faith. We never expected to have the
opportunity to know so many brothers and sisters from
every continent of the earth. God also gave my family
and | many opportunities to serve Him and His church in a
land that was unknown to us. Yet, through the unknowns,
God was and still is a steady anchor, providing and
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Prayer for Sri Lanka

1. Pray for God's mercy on the people of Sri Lanka
to deliver them from the depths of their darkness
to the light of His kingdom. Pray for God's
provision of the resources they need to help the
country recover.

. Pray for the Lord to work in the heart of the new
government of Sri Lanka — make the right
decisions for the people and not be driven by
greed and power.
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caring for us. Clementine and | were able to raise our
children in the fear and knowledge of Jesus Christ with
the support of many faithful brothers and sisters, who are
like parents to our children. Yes, | could have done a lot of
things better, but no, | don’t have major regrets.

No matter where we are on planet earth, God always has
a remnant of people who are faithful to Him, even in
places we least expect. If we seek God's help, He will lead
us to His people.

By Victor Ong
Victor is the leader of Newlife Life Group

3. Pray for OM and Christian organizations working
in partnership with local churches will bring glory
to God as they distribute aid and assistance.
Pray for open doors and hearts as they share
God's love.

. Pray that the Sri Lankan church will find ways to
connect and share the good news of salvation.
Pray that the church leaders will have the wisdom
to lead the Church during these trying times.






