


THE CHRISTIAN AND LOVE

1 John 3:11-24; 4:7-21



“Love is a very strong feeling of affection 
towards someone who you are romantically 
or sexually attracted to.”

Collins Dictionary

Worlds oldest 
love Poem
Sumeria 

The Love 
Song of Shu-
Sin is 

2037-2039BC







686 times 
NIV
425 OT
261 NT



Sovereignty of GodHoliness of God,

Wrath of God
Providence of God

Righteousness of God

LOVE

Sanitized 
Democratized 
Sentimentalized





6 References  on love
1 John 3:23; 4:7, 11, 12; 2 John 5



WHY WE SHOULD LOVE…

A.Love is our new nature 

B.Love is our response to His love 

C.Our Love completes His

















God’s Love

Trinity

All peoples Church

Providential Salvific Special Conditional

Intra-Trinitarian





Obedience

Motive=Love

Functional 
subordination

Perfect 
Reflection



Co-equal



Henry Hocking

Richard Hocking

John 5:19b For 
whatever the 
Father does, that 
the Son does 
likewise. 



Full 
Disclosure

Based on Love



Honor the Son







THE NATURE OF LOVE IS OTHER CENTEREDNESS



FATHER SON

Love

Obeying

Love

Obeying

Us

As the Father has loved me, so have 
I loved you. Abide in my love

Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, 
you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father's commandments and abide in his love.

Us

Intra-trinitarian Love





FATHER SON

Love

Obeying

Love

Just as the Father loved 
Jesus

Obeying

Jesus loves us
Mediates the Fathers 
love

We love 
each other

Us

Us

Us

Us

Us

UsJoy Joy

Joy

11 These things I 
have spoken to you, 
that my joy may be in 
you, and that your 
joy may be full.



Cold
Hard 
Unappealing

Warm 
Fuzzy
Encouraging



Oliver Wendell Holmes

if certain clergymen I knew had not looked and acted so much like 
undertakers."

Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr



Matthew 11:28-30 (ESV) Come to me, all who labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.”



Dallas Willard



The more you talk 
to your Replika 
companion — on 
the app as an 
avatar in human 
form — the more 
it learns and 
becomes like you.



“We too often love things and use 
people when we should be using 

things and loving people.”



Love is our power. It’s the 
answer to the questions inside 
of us. Radical self-love 
liberates, dismantles, and 
builds.

Radical self-love leads to 
happiness, fulfillment, and to 
each other. When we radically 
love ourselves, we refuse to 
accept anything less than 
what we deserve.





Pastor Brian Moss

The Church Isn’t Meeting My Needs
2020



• FBC is a place to gather weekly for worship, but it’s up to me 
whether I will experience the love of God 

• FBC is a family I can belong to, but it’s up to me to 

• FBC is a place where gifted teachers will make the Word clear and 
real but it’s up to me to repent and grow in love



• FBC is a place where I can use my gifts, passion, skills, personality, 
and life experiences to love others but it’s up to me to become a 
servant 

• FBC is a place where I have the chance to love the world by 
sharing the ministry of the gospel, but it’s up to me to actually 
become a person of impact. 





WHY WE SHOULD LOVE

A.Love is our new nature 

B.Love is our response to His love 

C.Our Love completes His



Feelings of worthlessness
Low self esteem 
Self Hatred
Unable to receive love



His love is seen in the sacrifice of His Son

Our love is a response enabled and motivated by His love





SPIRITUALITY IS NOT GIFTS



Was it a great worship?

Religious fervour 
misinterpreted as 
spirituality



1730S AND 40S  



• Bodily effects
Convulsing, jerking, 
laughing 

• Wrought out emotions
• Immediate personal 
revelation



1) A deep and aiding love for the person 
and work of Christ.

2) A deep love for and desire to feast on 
God’s Word.

3) An increased love for God and man.

4) A desire to kill sin and break the 
bonds of worldliness.

5) 3.. An unshakable conviction of sound 
doctrine.



KNOWLEDGE IS NOT LOVE



Knowledge is not love



The biggest hurt was 
when the verse of 
throwing pearls to 
swine from Matthew 
7:6 was directed to me 
(essentially calling me a 
pig) when I voiced on 
this and this verse is 
taken completely out of 
context (ironic for a 
church who claims 
everyone else takes the 
bible out of context 
except them).



LEADERSHIP GIFTS AND ACHIEVEMENT IS NOT LOVE



“There is no pandemic.”

“There’s another virus loose in 
the world, and it’s the virus of 
deception,”

 “And the one who’s behind the 
virus of deception is the arch 
deceiver Satan himself.





MORAL VIRTUE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE
IS NOT LOVE



Endorphin release
Pleasure center in brain
Reduced premature death 44%
Reduce stress
Increase self esteem



Our need for affirmation
Our need to matter
Our need to belong
Our need to be loved

The things that we do in order 
to meet our needs can be 
misinterpreted as love











"SORRY MATE, I'VE 
GOT NOTHING 
AGAINST THE 

QUEEN" 

Tim Haries, 2014











Dr Greg Burns
Neuroscientist 
Emory University



Reward center
Favourite song
Anticipation of being with someone we love

Dog brain

Human brain

Oxytocin levels increase



Love

Love



The fuel for loving my neighbor in a 
self-sacrificial way, regardless of the 
cost, is my joy and satisfaction in God.”

1 John 4:10 In this is love, 
not that we have loved God 
but that he loved us and 
sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. 

LOVE

JUSTICE

Its not about you being 
right it is about 
when we pay for others sins



7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things

Brings guilt and regret Brings opportunity to love



WHY WE SHOULD LOVE

A.Love is our new nature 

B.Love is our response to His love 

C.Our Love completes His



(Gk)Teleioo
Complete 
Reach one's goal 
Finish one's work



Love was 
stopped by 
the 379th 
customer

2014 St Petersburg USA
Florida





HOW A DOSE OF MDMA 
TRANSFORMED A WHITE 

SUPREMACIST
Rachel Nuwer

15th June 2023….BBC



 "Love is the most 
important thing, Nothing 
matters without love.”

Brendan (White 
Supremacist) 



..human capacity for 
compassion, kindness, 
empathy, gratitude, 
altruism, fairness, trust, 
and cooperation are core 
features of our natures. 

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/212681/social-by-matthew-d-lieberman/


MDMA does not seem to be 
able to magically rid people of 
prejudice, bigotry, or hate on 
its own



Lk 23:39“Are you 
not the Christ? 
Save yourself and 
us!”

Luke 23:41-42 And we indeed 
justly, for we are receiving 
the due reward of our deeds; 
but this man has done 
nothing wrong.” 42 And he 
said, “Jesus, remember me 
when you come into your 
kingdom.”

1 John 3:14b Whoever does 
not love abides in death.



Kruse, Colin G
Pillar NT Commentary

That is us



Christ’s


