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The problem of death



The scene



MarthaMary

Disciples

Crowd









MarthaMary

21  “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not 
have died.

32. Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not 
have died.”





Our world view 
informed by our 
current experience 
and information

Biblical world too 
distant and 
abstract

Our God is too small

“Lord, if you had been 
here



MarthaMary

21.. she went and met him
22 But even now I know that 
whatever you ask from God, God 
will give you.”

20b but Mary remained seated in 
the house
28 When she had said this, she 
went and called her sister Mary, 
saying in private, “The Teacher 
is here and is calling for you.”

Each reacts to Lazarus death and Jesus 
delay

Pessimist Optimist



Death will drive us towards or away from 
God 

God had crossed the line the imaginary line we all 
draw in our lives that no one who truly loves us can 
cross







Why are we suffering ?  Why doesn’t God take away

After becoming a Christian recently, bad thing happened to the person I care 
about, why is that? I wonder whether I have made a wrong decision 
to accept Christ. our sufferings ?
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Eternal 

life begins 
today





Elijah raises 
widow’s son 

1 Kings 17:17-24

Elisha raises 
Shunnamite’s 

son 
2 Kings 4: 32-37

Elisha 
postphumous 
raising of 

dead
2 Kings 13: 21

Witch of Endor 
raises Samuel

1 Sam 28











“I am the resurrection and the life”.

Whoever believes 
in me, though he 
die, yet shall he 
live

26. and everyone who 
lives and believes in 
me shall never die.



“I am the resurrection and the life”.



Exodus 3:13-14 (ESV) What 
is his name?’ what shall 
I say to them?” 14 God 
said to Moses, “I AM WHO 
I AM.” And he said, “Say 
this to the people of 
Israel: 
‘I AM has sent me to 
you.’”

YHWH (





Martyrs……dare to die because it proves the resurrection



Expressions of power of the kingdom Points to the identity of the King

Dunamis Simieon





done in public -explicitly designated by John as a sign

Power over death

No OT precedent Contrast

Healing of skeptic-
sinner

Jesus supplies all our needs

Passin of old covenant 
displaced by new covenant 
changes us from inside 

imminent destruction of 
the temple 

King has no limits power over 
death



Why ….



“I am the resurrection and the life”.

Whoever believes 
in me, though he 
die, yet shall he 
live

26. and everyone who 
lives and believes in 
me shall never die.



Bios Zoe

Quality of life 
that is from 
heaven

Physical life



THE 'BENJAMIN BUTTON' EFFECT: SCIENTISTS CAN 
REVERSE AGING IN MICE. THE GOAL IS TO DO THE 

SAME FOR HUMANS

By Sandee LaMotte, CNN

Updated 0606 GMT (1406 HKT) June 3, 2022

Bios

Molecular biologist David Sinclair's lab at 
Harvard Medical School 

https://sinclair.hms.harvard.edu/




Doubled the life span Extended life span by 
600%

Extended life span by 
50%

24% would like 
to live very 
long



I have so many memories
I don’t think I have anything to do 
because I have done everything that I have 
practically wanted to do

Life defined by memories



bored of being yourself.”



Work or family



456 poor men growing up in Boston 1939 to 2014 vs  health of 268 Harvard sophomores in 1939-44



George Vaillant Prof of Psychiatry Harvard Univ



To Live or Die: What to Wish at 100 Years 
and Older
Front. Psychol., 10 September 2021
Lia Araújo1,2*, Laetitia Teixeira1,3, Rosa Marina Afonso1,4 and Oscar Ribeiro1,5

Willing to live 
longer (31.4%)

Not willing 
to live 
longer 
(30.6%)

No position
38%

121 
centenarians
Mean age 101 
years; SD, 
1.63 years  

Majority = family the 
wish to meet new 
great-grandchildren 
or see a grandchild's 
achievements (e.g., 
wedding, university 
graduation 

https://www.frontiersin.org/people/u/478934
https://www.frontiersin.org/people/u/289813
https://www.frontiersin.org/people/u/1166891
https://www.frontiersin.org/people/u/487106
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THAT THE QUALITY OF THE PERSON’S 
PRESENT LIFE IS A ‘FORETASTE’ OF WHAT IS 

TO COME 



They are all relational 
terms



In order to Know God



Intellectual knowledge of facts

James 2:19-20 (ESV) You believe that 
God is one; you do well. Even the 
demons believe—and shudder! 

Awareness of His existence

Romans 1: 21 For although they knew 
God, they did not honor him as God 
or give thanks to him, but they 
became futile in their thinking





Seeing God in his glory, beholding his beauty, 
understanding his infinite and incomparable power, 
tasting the sweetness of his person, his kindness, his 
love, his mercy, this is what it means to know God. 
This is eternal life.
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New





Grounds for Agong for 
consideration to 
determine which was the 
“better judgment”.

"This decision is a vindication 
that the charges against Najib 
are legally mounted and not 
politically motivated by the 
prosecution,"

Muhammad Shafee Sithambaram



"

John 11: 39b Martha, the sister 
of the dead man, said to him, 
“Lord, by this time there will be 
an odor, for he has been dead 
four days.”

He stinks He’s asleep



Not new disabilities but new opportunities



Charlotte 102  and John Henderson 104
Jesse Gallan 109 

Lack of men in her life
“They’re more trouble than they’re worth

Marriage 77 years



Adelina Domingues 
114 

Her secret 
Never wear make 
up





“I am the resurrection and the life”.













Epilambanomai



Acts 21:30
They seized Paul and dragged 
him out of the temple, and 
at once the gates were shut.

Matt 14:31
Jesus immediately reached 
out his hand and took hold 
of him, saying to him

 Luke 23:26 
And as they led him away, 
they seized one Simon of 
Cyrene, who was coming in 
from the country, and laid 
on him the cross, to carry 
it behind Jesus.



sense of well being, 
better mood ,
confidence 
positive outlook in life 











I will look forward to tomorrow

Confidence



Supernatural powers of tomorrow

Power to forgive
Sacrifice
Give
Love the unlovable
Reconcile
Patience
Hope in ministry

We are not defined by single act of heroism or your latest sin



We are not defined by 
single act of heroism or 
your latest sin

A life time of 
repentance



Heaven -distant-unreal, distant
Affairs of this world - important
Kingdom is diminished
Sacrifice is a chore
People are an interruption
Classify people..accord to your needs
Burn out..



I have so many memories
I don’t think I have anything to do 
because I have done everything that I have 
practically wanted to do

Life defined by memories
Looking backwards



. "I obviously 
prayed about it. I 
didn't ask God to 
let me live, but I 
asked God to give 
me a proper 
attitude toward 
death. And I found 
that I was 
absolutely and 
completely at ease 
with death."



Don’t you believe a word of it! 
At that moment I shall be 
more alive than I am now!”






