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This issue of resurrection has been going on for a long-long time.  Egyptians mummify their kings and all 
those kind of things, hoping for resurrection one day.  So resurrection is something we look forward to, one 
life for evermore and all those kind of things.  In fact, resurrection was also a Jewish topic.  So among the 
Jewish leaders you would see there were two camps; one that believe in resurrection and one that didn’t 
believe in the resurrection of the dead.  The pharisees believe in resurrection and then there was another 
group that didn’t believe in resurrection and they were Sadducees.  The Sadducees even tried to test Jesus.   
 
So it became a point of contention, because none of us really understand it.  In fact, we have not seen with 
our own eyes someone getting resurrected.  We want to see it, we read it in the Bible, we have heard about 
it, we have seen physical healings, we have seen miracles but we have not seen resurrection.  So it something 
that I’ve never experienced and it is even preposterous to believe in if you try to think of it scientifically.   
 
Our earlier theologists try to hypothesize, when we go back to the dust all our atoms and all those kinds of 
things, what will happen and how they will go.  In the end times, how they will be joined again.  How is that 
possible?  It is so ridiculous.  Because we don’t know, it is a mystery.  So even the Jews don’t believe it, but 
the problem with resurrection today is that somehow because we believe physical resurrection is so absurd, 
it becomes something that is hard to believe and during the time when Paul was writing this, there were 
gospels that were coming out from this people who are agnostics.  The agnostics are the people that wrote 
the gospel of Thomas, The Gospel of Judas, the one that you’ve heard, Da Vinci Code and they say the 
church is trying to hide the things, we have come to know the secret knowledge of those, we know the true 
meaning of salvation and they would teach that, the human spirit is good but the body is bad. 
 
So there is this dualistic belief that was going on and so they would believe that, what is spiritual nourishes 
and then our body in the end is evil, you have to deny it or sometimes we see they feel entrapped in prison 
by their own body and that is a mere illusion.  And in fact, what we’ve really seen is that even though this 
was an ancient heresy, it has begun to pop out again where people are starting to say, yeah we are not going 
to be physically resurrected, we are going to be spiritually resurrected, because the body is evil.  It is essentially 
flesh will have to pass away.  So there are cults that still believe that we will only be spiritually resurrected.  
For example, the Mormons don’t believe in physical resurrection in that sense. 
 
So here we go, but this was the same thing.  We still don’t understand how this is going to happen.  I teach 
eschatology in Bible school which is the study of last things and a lot of the times the students want to have 
an answer, how does this happen, what happens, what would the transformation look like and today we will 
talk a bit about it because Paul talks a bit about it but his focus is not that and nobody can tell you how it 
happens.  Also it is clearly not stated in the Bible, what will happen.  There is some kind of understanding 
from this scripture but that’s not the point Paul was trying to answer.  Paul was trying to make clear that as 
sure as Christ is risen, physical resurrection is certain for believers.  That’s the main point of this whole 
chapter. 
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Of course I am emphasizing on physical resurrection because we come to the part where he talks about it, 
before that he talks about Christ resurrection, it has to be real.  We have to be physically resurrected, if not 
it is not real.  Why is our physical resurrection so important?   
 
I went to a seminar a month ago and this professor was talking about the absence and presence of Jesus, 
and he talks about how important it is to talk about the presence of Jesus.  For example, he was really 
basically studying one question that we ask in Sunday School.  Where is Jesus now?  And I was like, Ah! 
Simple.  But actually, we don’t really understand that.  Is Jesus here now?  Yes, he is.  Is he physically present 
now?  No.  And that’s the problem.  The catholic church believe he is physically present through the 
eucharist and we don’t and who is right or wrong.  Some of us have experienced God especially in a worship 
service like this where when we are there, we feel something almost physically.   
 
The most important point that is important is this, Christ is fully man that means when he was resurrected 
he did not give up his body and so we were studying, can Christ bilocate himself or trilocate himself but we 
have to ask those kind of questions.  Where is Christ now?  Where is his body now?  When people claim to 
see visions of Christ, is he physically present with them and the point is if we deny that he is physically 
resurrected, which some of the early church cults and heresies did, which they said that he is just spiritual, 
the physical was just a façade.  He was actually just spiritual.  That’s why we have to come up with a saying 
that, he is fully God and he is fully man.  Because if we take the physicality out of Christ’s resurrection, we 
are actually denying who Christ is.  The first level issue that means the real issue that Paul is talking about, 
from the weeks before until now, is that the incarnational presence of Christ is real.  And to deny 
resurrection is dangerous because we are denying Christ himself. 
 
So there are two aspects to the incarnation. 

1. God with us  
2. God became like us so we could be like Him.   

 
There was no need for God to take a physical form, why did he take a physical form?  Because it was a 
indication that his presence is with us and so when he left he still kept that physical form to signify his 
presence with us.  That is remarkable, because when he goes to heaven, does he need to take that physical 
form.  He chose and he intentionally choose the physical form.  So to deny that we also will have a physical 
form is denying that Christ has a physical form today.  So lets go into presence vs absence. 
 
How is Christ present with us? 
Where is his presence now? 
His absence in body? 
Denial of Christ’s physical presence is denying the very essence of who He is 
 
The premise of our salvation through His incarnational presence lies in our faith and belief that He rose 
from the dead. 
 
Lee Strobel is one of our best apologist.  He wrote many apologetic books.  Basically, he was a award-winning 
journalist and his wife became a believer and oh boy did he not like that.  He was like, how can you have 



  

3 

faith in things like that.  There is no evidence and so he was out on a quest as a journalist to prove that the 
Bible is false.  So he went to his mentors, he went to different people and people said this, if you can prove 
the resurrection is wrong or the resurrection didn’t happen, you basically prove that Christianity is not true 
and he went.   
 
The point that I am trying to make is this, yes if we are not physically resurrected our entire basis of our 
gospel is false and that’s why Paul was trying to say.  So let me just give you an overview  
 

1. Foolish to deny resurrection (v.36 – 41) 
2. Christ our glory unto resurrection (v.42 – 49) 
3. All will be changed; All will be restored (v. 50-55) 
4. Keep pressing on, we will be with Him soon (v.56-58) 

 
FOOLISH TO DENY RESURRECTION (V. 35—41) 
 
Paul’s worldview obviously is not like our view.  We are questioning from a point of, oh give us evidence 
about resurrection.  Paul was on the other extreme, for Paul, life after death is unthinkable (foolish) without 
some kind of bodily existence (v36).  For him his assumptions that he always based on is that yes we are 
going to be physically resurrected.  You have got to prove me wrong.  We are on the other side, you got to 
show me evidence that is possible then only I will believe.  So if you understand this starting, for him his 
assumption is that, if you want to believe in Christ you have to believe that you are going to be physically 
resurrected.  It is only natural and all he was trying to do to explain to the Corinthian church now is that 
you are being foolish by assuming the beliefs that the Greek philosophers had around.  Greek philosophy 
around that time would tell you that the soul is immortal and then the body is not immortal.  So therefore 
what would remain life after death is the soul and all Greek philosophers will argue about that.  So the 
church in Corinth was influenced by that.  They started to be in the church and started to argue against 
resurrection, physical resurrection.  Paul was saying, that doesn’t even cross my mind.  It can’t cross my 
mind.  For us it is just foolishness.  For Paul it was only natural. 
 
We are united in Christ in life and death. Our now physical body will ‘die’.  (more precisely pass away) 
(v36).  The symbol of baptism is supposed to show that.  We are not united in life and death just spiritually, 
our physical body will pass away and it will be raised with him again.   
 
The Corinthian because they could not imagine resurrection as a possibility abandoned any trust that is was 
possible (Gordan Fee).  Why?  The idea of the foolishness that Paul implies has deeper biblical roots. For 
the denial of resurrection is the denial of God himself (Ps 14:1; 53:1) (v.35-36).  They were not just denying 
resurrection, inside their hearts the fools say there is no God and slowly foolishness was coming into the 
church.  It was creeping into the church.  I see that happening in our church today.  Foolishness over things 
and matters and one of the area that of course Paul felt strongly about was resurrection because without 
resurrection there is no hope.  Just as to deny the resurrection of Christ is to deny the very essence of Christ 
himself. To deny our physical resurrection is to deny the very work of God to redeem us as His creation. 
 
It is like God created our physicality by chance, for fun or as an accident and then he changed his mind, he 
just wants us to be spiritual beings.  Then why did he take a physical form.  So for Paul can’t understand 
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because he says this, we can believe in resurrection because the transformation from seed to plant is the 
work of God (1 Cor 3:6-7).  Creation is the work of God and then he talks about how the different fleshes 
are, the different splendors of the stars.  We are all created by God.  He says, how foolish what you sow does 
not come to life unless it dies.  The word, come to life in Greek actually has a passive voice which indicates 
we don’t come to life by ourselves.  A seed goes into a ground, you water, you nurture but can you make it 
grow.  None of us can make it grow, it is God that causes the tree to grow.  We can’t make life happen, 
because if we can then surely we don’t have any of this haze problem anymore.   
 
God created us and is the sower of all life. And He can transform our earthly body into a heavenly body. 
This is not a foolish notion. Because He determines all things such as the flesh of all. (v.38-39).  I thought 
about this, when he was talking about this.  I know he say, he created the animal, flesh and all those kinds 
of things.  God is so amazing that he has differentiated between all of the flesh.  The life-giving source that 
we all have, that all flesh comes from, even to that form, from dust he makes flesh different. If he can make 
life from dust, why can’t we believe in physical resurrection.  It is because we think resurrection is us, we 
need to do something or we have to live our lives right or the idea that God is not as great as He say it was, 
that’s the problem with the denial of resurrection and Paul says that is foolish.  My God is greater, my God 
is stronger, my God is higher than any other, if you say he cannot do that then why do I want to believe in 
him. 
 
God will give us the substance of glory (the substance of heavenly beings). The weight of His presence. (v.40-
41).  In fact, if you see the verse that says, the sun and moon has one kind of splendor, the moon another, 
and the stars another, the word splendor there actually is the word glory, it is not splendor.  The other 
versions like the NRSV use glory and I think they are more accurate in that sense and this glory simply says 
this, all things were created in its substance by God for his glory.  So therefore our physicality, the body that 
we are made, this flesh and bones were created for his glory.  So certainly if it is created for a purpose, it will 
not just certainly be gone.  Also it assures us of a future glory which we will talk about later.   
 
Paul has no intention of explaining how the resurrection happens but only to make the case that it happens! 
Our earthly bodies will not be identical with our heavenly bodies.  Paul was not going to give you all, but 
the reasons why it happens but he was just making a case, it happens and that’s the only thing that make 
sense.  But our earthly bodies will not be identical to our heavenly bodies.   
 
So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; 
43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44 it is sown a 
natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.  
 
CHRIST OUR GLORY UNTO RESURRECTION (V.42 – 49) 
 
What I am trying to say is this, sowing is an anthropogenic metaphor describing creation, God’s activity 
among us.   
 
The state of humanity upon its creation in the 
person of Adam is  

The state of humanity upon its creation in the 
second person of Christ 
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▪ In a state of corruptibility 
▪ In dishonor 
▪ In weakness 
▪ A natural body 

▪ In a state of incorruptibility 
▪ In glory 
▪ In power 
▪ A spiritual body  

 
Now let me ask you, how many field that you are in a, because you are redeemed by Christ, it says you are 
new creation.  How many of you feel that you are in the state of incorruptibility now?  We think in our 
resurrection we will be perfect and made whole.   
 
Heaven is not what we picture it to be, heaven is how God means it to be.  This physical part of our body, 
our being is very clearly important to Christ himself that he took the time to be with us, weep like us but 
the main thing that I want to say, they use this passage, Christ was resurrected from the dead and he went 
into his glorified state.  He still had his scars; we consider scars as disabilities.  We are essentially denying 
who we are made in Christ, who God redeems us because as much as I want to look like Brad Pitt in heaven, 
my wife would not want me to look like Brad Pitt in heaven.   
 
ALL WILL CHANGE; ALL WILL BE RESTORED (V. 50-55) 
 
Our physicality is important to Christ.  It is something that will be transformed and Paul is making this 
point, it will change, all will change.  Paul is making the point that we cannot remain the same and inherit 
our heavenly status.  You must understand that, because even Moses when he has to see the presence of 
God, see God for himself, God said, you cannot see me from the back and then when he see from the back, 
he was so transformed physically that people were afraid and people couldn’t look at him.  Now what more 
do we need the transformation, in glory so that we can be in the presence of God.  I believe this change is 
going to be beyond what we imagine, for a philosopher to come and think about it, yeah I don’t want my 
brother who has ADHD to change just because he go to heaven, he is no longer the same, I mean he is 
better, but I don’t want him to change.  The point is although there must be a change and there will be a 
change and it is not one that we can imagine it to be. 
 
A lot of us question, will I no longer have these sufferings.  I don’t know.  I only somethings like the Bible 
says, there will be no more pain, no more sorrow that’s for sure, we will worship together, those kind of 
things but obviously John could see every tongue and every tribe going on but I don’t know, if all our 
problems as we label it today or we think it to be in terms of our physical body will go away, that means you 
go up you will get Korean complexion, I don’t know.  But I know one thing, we must be changed to be more 
like him.   
 
If humans take the shape of the first Adam sown with a body made from dust that goes back to dust, then Christians 
will take the shape of Christ in their heavenly existence, who is from heaven and has a spiritual body (David Garland) 
 
We will become like Christ.  God became like us, so that we can become like him.  There will be a change 
and it must change.  None of us can say that we don’t change and this change takes place through Christ’s 
life giving spirit, that is what is important.  God can do it, Christ will work that change in us. 
 
Romans 8:9  
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9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in 
you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. 
 
Many have used this to say that only the realm of the spirit matters.  No, no please don’t use this scripture 
to understand that.  I think the flesh that we are talking about is some thing else.  So let’s come to it.  This 
change has yet to occur, we talk about it just now.   
 
A seed cannot remain a seed. It must fulfil its purpose and become a tree.  So that we can be with Christ. 
(v.53)  The analogy is to tell us this that God always purpose for us to be glorified.  When he created us to 
be physical beings he always saw the outcome that we will be glorified and then we chose the glory of man 
instead of the glory of God and Christ had to die so that we can receive the glory of God once again.  Now 
that is the gospel.  It is not just, Oh! I feel good He saved me, our physical body is something he is redeeming 
and one day I go to heaven and I don’t know what I would be like, I don’t know which age I would be like, 
but what I do know is that when I am changed I will be more like Him.  See even Christ when he came back 
in his glorified form, the two that walked with him on the road couldn’t recognize him until he said those 
things and they felt his presence.  And that is what I am coming to, the presence of God is tied in with his 
physicality.  You cannot say, you want the presence of God and you do not long for his physical presence.  
Christ is physically present. 
 
Paul’s clothing imagery conveys the idea that the transformation from an immortal body is accomplished by 
adding a new garment to the mortal body.  This change takes place through Christ to become like Christ 
(v.53) 
 
So it says here for the perishable must cloth itself with imperishable and the mortal with immortality, and 
who is the source of this, God.  We ourselves will never, all the quest for the fountain of youth will never 
amount to nothing because only God can ensure through his lifegiving spirit. 
 
So the realisation of the gospel happens when we are resurrected. Our bodies raised from the dead as being 
completely Spirit-filled and Spirit-governed. (v. 54-55) 
 
We have not arrived yet, although the kingdom of God is here and now and we have not experienced it in 
completion and so there is something to look forward to.  There is a hope that we have.  There is something 
that is important in our lives and sometimes that’s what it takes to recognize that he is with us. 
 
Pastor Jarrid Wilson just committed suicide.  He was very young in his 30s.  This has been really sad to the 
news that surrounds it and I think one of the biggest lies that the devil has __ and put in our hearts is that 
there is no hope that, he is absent from our lives and our circumstances, absence from our situations.  I had 
a friend that I am counselling for the past month.  I have been trying to say this and he said this, I think 
God doesn’t love me.  This mind you is a person who is in fulltime ministry.  He said, I don’t think God 
cares enough, because he had a fall out with another fulltime worker and I don’t think he is actually totally 
at fault but because the other person was more favourite, the other person was propped up and he got fired 
and then he couldn’t do fulltime ministry anymore.  In fact, the church wanted to discipline him because 
of what the other pastor said.  So I have been talking to him and it has been really sad, because he is saying, 
why would a God that loves me so much cause me to go through this thing.  I think it has been hard to help 
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him to have the perception that God does not want these things to happen.  He wants us to reach a place 
where we know that he is present with us. 
 
He came as a man to show us that.  But statistics shows that we as human beings need each other, this 
physicality, the lack of presence of physical touch retreat into this position of being lonely.  God knew this 
and God was intentional when he came to earth and became a child.  He created us physical and he knew 
that we needed a physical presence.  That is the kind of relationship that God want to have with you.  What 
you experience as physicality and if we can understand that physical resurrection signifies the presence of 
God with us.  Jesus took physical form and will raise us in physical form.  We will understand that there is 
hope and when I come to my last illustration, I hope that would give a better picture, why I have come to 
believe that physical resurrection is a big deal. 
 
But in his last address in the last two verses he says, I think this is to encourage the church especially in 
Corinth to keep pressing on, we will be with you soon.  Because he says,  
 
therefore my dear brother stand firm, let nothing move you, always give yourself fully to the work of the lord because you 
know that your labor is not in vain. 
 
It is hard to live on this earth, it is hard to be absent.  I mean feeling Christ is absent in our lives.  I know 
some of you have never felt God close to you.  I grew up feeling God very close to me all the time.  In fact, 
when I was young I would have conversations with God and I literally felt I could hear him answering me 
all the time.  But that stopped when puberty hit, because I became rebellious, because I did not want to 
listen to that voice anymore, but I want to implore that the presence of God, the physical presence of God 
is something we should long for. 
 

▪ Ultimate destruction of death requires the resurrection of the dead. 
 
When he says here, where O death is your victory, where is your sting.  It has not happened yet, 
because we still experience the sting of death.  This scripture will come into reality when Jesus comes 
again. 

 
▪ Life and death is in the hands of God 
▪ We share Christ in both life and death 
▪ He is with us and He has given us the victory (v.57) 
▪ Stand firm, let nothing shake this truth. (v.58) 

 
Let no lie tell you that God is not with you.  That is a lie that the devil wants to tell.  Is he really not physically 
present.  I had a friend who was homosexual and anyway he told his testimony of how he came to the faith, 
how he was raped, how he was beaten, how he was abused, how he sexually prostituted himself and all those 
kind of things and we were just dumbfounded and we were shocked and we were just weeping in the 
congregation hearing his stories and all the things he went through and I remember him feeling so bad 
about himself.  He was just about two to three months after he was saved and he wept and wept and felt so 
bad about all the things that has happened to him, but I can tell you the moment the Holy Spirit came into 
that hall, we were just all filled with love.  It didn’t matter whether he is going to like me or fall in love with 
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me, it doesn’t matter, we just surrounded and hugged him and the testimony of how we became the presence 
of Christ to him matters so much to him.  That’s why I believe in altar calls because I don’t believe that God 
is impersonal.  We as pastors want to touch you and it symbolizes that God is touching you. 
 
Don’t be ashamed, don’t think that we are trying to minister to you, we are ministering with you.  This has 
to change; you have to let Christ touch you.  I remember like I said in the beginning, how many times I 
come up to the altar call and when the pastor hugged me, I felt like Christ hugging me.  That sense of 
physical connection that we have, I don’t want to pray for you just with your hands lifted up, I want to tell 
you sister stand firm, cheer up, you can do this, you are not alone, don’t let my hand go, call me if you need 
me and that’s what the altar call is for.  So that we make that connections. 
 
▪ Trust wholly in the work of God and devote yourself to it.  
▪ Our labor and excellence will never be in vain, it will only be for a season.   
▪ Be thankful because Christ is present with us. 
▪ We have hope because He is here with us! 
 
I told you in the beginning that resurrection seem very distant and I wasn’t really concerned about it, but 
in this last two months losing two of my friends that are very dear to me; one a pastor and another church 
member, and of course the one that has the biggest impact is what really hit home was of course when my 
dad passed away.  I miss my dad a lot and I never really bothered so much about his presence while he was 
here.  When he was present with me physically, I didn’t really care about it.  I didn’t realize how much I 
miss his presence until is presence was physically gone.  It never bothered me too much about the physicality 
of resurrection until I realized how much I miss my dad’s heart.  There is something about the presence of 
his heart that makes me feel secure.   
 
Imagine heaven, Christ came as a person so that his embrace will not feel just distant but also physical for 
us.  The physicality of his nature was something he took on permanently for eternity to tell us that he is 
with us and will be with us forever.  The promise of physical resurrection is a promise that his presence will 
be with us.  We will see him one day and we can hug him one day.  As much as I look forward to go to 
heaven and hug my father again.  I look forward to the day that I can hug my savior, the one who gave his 
life for me, the one who raised me from death to life. 
 
We will feel the comfort of embracing one day.  So no matter how much you struggle, we don’t have to wait 
for that day for God’s embrace because God’s presence is here now.  Christ is present with us.  Christ is 
present through his body, through the sacraments, through the church, through the pastors but most 
importantly he is present through his Holy Spirit here with us today.  Perhaps, some of us deny the power 
of his presence by thinking Oh I don’t want to come forward, I raise my hands and it is enough, I don’t 
want to get emotional it is too shameful but come on we are here before Jesus, all of us are equal, all of us 
are the same.  If you in your life long for God’s presence, need God’s presence, need God’s touch for your 
life.  If you are questioning, if you can go on with your life, if you are thinking that you don’t need it maybe 
you need it the most. 
 
We have a heavenly father who loves us and he says he loves you and wants to embrace you, that’s the 
assurance of physical resurrection.  What Christ did for us is very real.   


